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Punjabi language

THIS IS with reference to the let-
Ter from Hamvat Yab Khan The
Mustim Jan 7. 1990. The learned
writer seemmns to be pouring vitri-
olic criticism on certain personal-
ities but actually it 15 a covert
attack on the Punjabi language.
The letter seem (¢ be an a CXpros-
sion of malice and prejudice
against the Punjabi language.

Punjabis are fuilv alive to the
need and importance ot their
mother tongue. They are cons-
cious of their rehgious and culour-
al heritage preserved i the pages
of Punjabi books: Urdu is a lan-
guage used as lingua franca. Fv-
ery  Pakistani is its elequent
defender but no Punjabi is pre-
pared to allow the Punjabi ?an—
guage to be throttled and
sacrificed on the alter of Urdu.
The Punjabi language has a rich
and centuries-old literdture which
gives its readers acurnen to under-
stand their problems and thigir so-

lution.

M;r. Khan has raised a hue and
cry over the purchasc ot Punjati
hooks for IiErarics of Govern-
ment Colleges of Commerce, and
Polytechnic Institutes in the Pun-
jab. There is neither logic nor
weight in his argument that Pun-
jabi is mot a subject tor B.Com
courses or C/D.come, Libraries
are not confined to particular
books but should contain all kinds
of hooks in various languages of
the world.

Punjabi poem-books like Kan-
dialay Painday is not a forbidden
tree. Why to make its inclusion an
jssue when dictionaries of Ger-

man. French and Spapish fan-
guages are purchased for there

Librarics. Punjabi books are read
and understoed by Punjabi stu-
dents whereas German, French
and Spanish dictionaries are of no
use at all tor € D.Com. students,
_SAEED FARANI KAMMI,

Rawalpindi.
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