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I, "Some performed this pilgrimage in secret, and in disguise; but in general,
according to a contemporary Muhammedan author, the Sikh horsemen were
seen riding, at full gatlop, towards their favourite shrine of devotion. They
were pften slain in making this attempt and sometimes taken prisoners, b
they used, on such sccasions, 1o seek, instead of avoiding, the crown of
martyrdom; and the same authority states that an instance was aever known
of a Sikh, taken in his way fo Amgitsar, consenting to abjure his faith.”

—{Malcolm, 1., Skeich of the Sikhs £1812),88)
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¥The Governor Yahya Khan now ssued & proclamation for a gengra) massacre
of all Sikhs, wherever they could be found. Death was to be the punjshment of
ali persons who invoked the name of Gura Gobind and a reward was offered
for the heads of Sikhs. Thousands were put to death daily and their heads were

brought before the subadar of Lahore for reward.
{Syed Mubarnmad Latif. Farory of the Payob, 213}
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*He then stationed detachmenis of troops in all parts infested by the Sikhs with
stringent orders io shave their heads and beards wherever they might be
found........and compelled the votaries of the Guru to conceal them in rmountains
and jungles. Mir Mannu issued strict orders to the hill rajas to sieze the Sikhs
and send fhem in irons (o Lahore. These orders were obeved and hundreds of
Sikhs were brought daily to Lahore and butchered at the Nakhas or Shahidgary,
outside the Delhi gate, in sight of multitudes of spectators. The voung Mannu
became an irreconsilable foe of the Sikhs and was determined ¢o extirpate the
natiof.

—Syed Mubamead Latif, History of the Pariah, 221
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*The Sicgues. however, keenly actuated by resentment, set s bound to their
impulse of revenge: and though the Afghan massacre and persecution must
have been deeply imprinted on their minds. they did not. it is said, destroy one
prisoner in cold biood.

—d Jenrney from Bengal to England, 1. 279.
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* The Sikhs were year by year increasing in number and spirit. The Gnal
rerreat of Ahmad Shah, practically beaten. in May 1767, had given them bound-
less courage. ...And now the dying Najib confessed himself beaten. It was only
against an eatire nation in arms, fired with all the energy of a newly
riscn...people...that he had at last to admit defeat, He had served his sovsréz’gsl
lovally and defended his capital and family as long as he could. But he how
begged leave to resign a burden beyond his physical powers, He wrote (e
Emperor Shah Alara

“Ustil this hour T have manifested the frmest devetion and loyalty to the

young princes and ex-Empress [in Dethi Fort], But [ am no longer able o

continte the support to them which is necessary for their protection, Let

vour Maijesty advance to your capital and vourself defend vour honour,

Your vassal frankly represents that he s not equal to the charge in his

present situation.”

[Contd. on next page]
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w32 Gt @ 378 Iut i forn § 337 vaE geng S widge AT
fim @ I feu s} O, g99d) 39 3 HEET HOGE 7 geger
[Contd from last page]

“To the Cowager-Empress Zinat Mahal, he wrote in the same termg, re-
signing his task of defending Delhi and offering to escort the whele royal family
in the fort to the Emperor at Allahabad if she desired it, He added that the Sikhs
had prevaiied and he was unable 1 provide for his own security. He talked of

seeking his political airvan by making a pligrimage 1o Mecca, or retiring to
some obsewrs retreat” [Seedcar, Fall of the Mughat Empire, 5. 403-D4],




e, 398 w2 wew 185
&1 ® g Ju 91 8w ¥t @ wisa ve e ua iyt § &= 99 maer
I 7 Go & € varfan! wod erararew mowTent < O3 o9
fait o @t yuzEl § womo 5@ 2% w3 B0 T 3dat wifgew 2
yge I st @ mvew § vy g 33
ey war ffu o e wg wey § 85t w3 En uraew
ug W der & wee H e wiaor 39 wew w5t F 1 asfa
waedt Ha 1768 few rgerg siwr By & fog foat aamma wrg-wraw
& wimrgrere fodt W fa % wewo Bl § w w2 3 At ggns
27 fedel 3 & G & frm Tl fem € €39 few wowo | wowe
& fufip T 1 79 38 Ay foor o fa 7 st ud et ug foo 3
o I FIe T A Ao vy 99 wd v meerat e ww A 09
78 o8| 29 3w feu wus & mrdgr w3 29 wwer
arxdy 1 Ag dovat O fa fed® Je & g warger u9 v fai v faR
waed 28 et wr widt 3 w2 g3 wiG fdah Todmt widhsr
s t fon et wrdter feo & fa w3 noos fedd O & fem st R
gt wa@s w3 wigw fed fex 237 nowg g2 & 67 € 98 o
aaeTar @i Hogt = § wigdt 3 fa ¥ zoR ug g8y 99t w2
et wigwt ug »muat FEEt fonr 1 fow s w7 fa fegt ofs
o 09 fai & uxr & 3 w9, 3 QEt 39 For wredt BY ww 391
fea {8y 8 q wyeror | 3078 &8 8 BT wR gE-aE wud 9y
ERACHE
feom 3 s der 3 fix feo Fdat Haema s i 3 woud €8 o

* As early as October 17483, Najib had asked the Emperer to come per-
sonally to Delhi and now in Fehruary, 1768, he definitely tendered his resigna.
tion. This development threw Shah Alam into the greatest perplexity: who would
guard his mosher and Helr in that city after the withdraw] of Najib 7 And if he
recalted afl his family from Delhi. the Sikhs, who were now offically masters of
Sirhind and practically supreme over Harfana and the upper Doab, would take
unopposed possession of the Capital, and it would be impossible for Shah Alam
to recover it from their strong hands. The'holder of the capital was naturally in
the position-of a king-maker, What was there to prevent the Sikh lords of Dell
froni crownitig a puppe! from among the swarm of beggarly vagrant Shahzadas,
and under cover of his legal authority conguering the empire for themselves,

[Sarkar, Full of the Mughal Empire 4. 549-56]
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[Comd. from last page]

from Zobita Khan, they cen af pleasure penetrate into the lower districts of
Siringnaghur. The inactivity of the present rajah has enabled the Sicques
exact from this country a regular tribuie (said te be four thousand rupees annually),

At this place (Kheynsapoor), | saw two Sicque horsemen who had been
seml {rom their country 1 receive the Siringnaghur tribute, which is coliected
from the revenue of certzin custom houses. From the manner in which these
men were treated or rather treated themselves. T frequenth wished for the power
of migrating into the body of a Sicque for a fow weeks—s0 well did thess cavaliers
fare. [ A Journey from Bengal 1o England, i 199}

* Tuuur..amade in the frst part of his reign some desultory expedilions
into India: but on the ksue of an unsuccessful campaign with the Sicques. he
was compelled to relinguish the whole of the Punjab territory.

{4 Jowrney from Bengel 1o England i, 83]

The chief strength of the Afghan prince. [ presune to say. is derived from
the weakness and discord of his neighbours. Were the Sicque chiefs not more
apprehensive of domestic increasing influence. than desireus of subduing a
constitstional e, they would, it may be faily inferred. speedily extinguish
the Afghan government i India.

A doyrney from Bengal io Eugland. (1. §5-8%]

General (S Redert) Bavker to (Sardari Shanda Sungh (Bhangt)

Awgust 19,1771

#% 1 is clear that as long as the Khalsah army is on the watch, no one can
march upon Hindostan unopposed

[Cadender of Persian Corvespondence, Yol . No. 868, p. 236]
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* In the defence and recovery of their countey, the Sicques displayed a
courage of the most obstinate kind and manifested a perseverence. under the
pressure of calamities. which bear an ample testimany of their native resource,
when the common danger had roused them to action, and gave but one fmpulse
to their spirit. Should any future cause call forth the combined efforts of the
Sicgues to maintain the exisience of empire and religion, we may see some
ambificus chief led on by his genius and success. and absorbing the power of his
associates, display from the ruins of their commonwenlth, the standard of
monarchy. The page of histery is filled with the like effects, springing from like
causes. Under such a form of government, | have little hesitation in saving, the
Sicques would soon be advanced 10 first rank among the native princes of
Hindostan. [A donrney fiom Bengal to England, §, 294-95]
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