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THIRD CL AS S IN IND IAN R AILWAYS
'

I have now been in India for over two years and
a half afte r my return from South A fr ica . Over
one quarter o f tha t t ime I have pa ssed on the Ind i an
tra in s travel l ing th ird cla s s by choice . I have
travel led u p north a s far as Lahore , down south up
to Tranquebar , and from Karach i to Calcu tta .
Hav ing re sorted to third cla ss travell ing , among
othe r reasons , for the purpose of studying the
conditions under which th i s cla ss of pa s sengers
trave l , I have natura l ly m ade a s cri tica l observa
t ion s a s I could . I have fa irly covered the major ity of
railway system s during th is period . Now and then
I have entered i nto corre spondence wi th the manage
ment of the d ifferen t ra i lways about the defects
that have come under my not ice . But I think that
the t ime has come when I should invite the pre ss
and the publ ic to jo in in a crusade aga in st a gr iev
ance wh ich has too long remained unredressed

,

though much of i t is capable of redre ss without
g reat difficu l ty .
On the 12th instant I booked at Bom bay for

Madras by the mail tra in and paid Rs . 13-9. It was
labelled to carry 22 pa ssengers . These could only
have seating accommodation . There were no bunks
in th i s carr iage whereon pa ssenge rs could lie with any
degree of safety or comfort . There were two nights
to be passed in thi s train before reach ing Madras.
If not mo re than 22 pa sseng ers found the ir way into
my carriage before we reached Poona . it wa s because
the bolder one s kept the O thers at bay . With the
excep t ion of two or three ins istent pas sengers , a l l
had to find the ir sleep bein g seated a l l the time .
Afte r reach ing Ra ichur the pressure became nu
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bearabl e. The rush of pas senger s could not he
stayed . The fighters among u s found the ta sk almost
beyond them . The guard s or other ra i lway servants
came in only to push in more passengers.
A defiant M emon merchant protested aga inst

thi s packing of passengers like sard ines . In va in did
he say that this was h is fifth n ight on the train .

The guard insu lted him and referred him to the
m anagement at the te rm inus . There were during
thi s nigh t a s many as 35 pa ssengers in the carriage
during the greater part of it. Some lay on the floor
in the midst of d irt and some had to keep standing .
A free fight wa s , at one time . avoided only by the
intervention of some of the olde r pa ssengers who d id
not want to add to the discomfort by an exhibi tion
of temper.
On the way pas senger s got fo r tea tannin wate r

w ith fil thy sugar and a whiti sh looking liquid mis
cal led milk wh ich gave thi s wa ter a muddy appear
ance . I can vouch for the appearance , but I cite the
testimony of the passenger s a s to the taste .
Not during the whole of the journey wa s the

compartment once swept or cleaned . The result
wa s that every time you walked on the floor or
rather cut your way through the passengers seated
on the floor , you waded through d irt .
The close t wa s al so not cleaned dur in g the

journey and there wa s no water in the wate r tank .
Refre shmen t s sold to the pas sengers were dirty

looking , handed by d ir tie r hands , com ing out of
f il thy receptacle s and weighed in equal ly unattract
ive scales. These were previou sly sampled by
m il l ions of fl ies . I a sked some of the pa ssengers
who went in for the se da inties to give the ir opin ion .

Many of them used cho ice e xpressions a s to the
qual ity but were sati sfied to state that they w ere
help l es s in the matter ' they had to take things
as they came .
On reaching the station I found that the ghari

wala would not take me unless I pa id the fare he
wanted . I m ildly prote sted and told him I would
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pay him the authori sed fare . I had to turn passive
re s i ster before I cou ld be taken . I s imply told him
he would have to pull me out of the ghari or call the
pol iceman .

The return journey was performed in no better
manner . The carriage wa s packed already and but
for a friend

'

s in tervention I cou ld not have been
abl e to secure even a seat . My admission was
certa inly beyond the author i sed numbe r . Thi s com
par tm ent wa s cons tructed to carry 9 pa ssengers but
i t had con stantly 12 in it . At one place an important
railway servant swore at a protestant. threatened
to s tr ike him and locked the door over the passengers
whom he had w ith difficulty squee z ed in . To this
compartment there was a clo set fa l se ly so cal led . I t
wa s de s igned a s a European closet but could hardly
be used a s such . There was a p ipe in i t but no
water , and I say without fea r of challenge that i t
wa s pestilentia l ly d irty .

The compar tment i tself wa s evil looking. Dirt
was ly ing th ick upon the wood work and I do not
know that i t had ever seen soap or water.
The compar tmen t had an exceptional a ssort

m ent of pa ssengers . There were three sta lwart
Punjabi Mahom edans , two ref ined Tam i lians and
two Mahom edan merchants who joined us la te r .
The merchant s related the bribe s they had to g ive to
procure comfort . One of the Punjabis had already
travel led three n ights and was weary and fa tigued .

Bu t he cou ld no t stretch himsel f. He sa id he had
sa t th e whole day at the Centra l Stat ion w a tching
pa ssenger s g iv ing bribe to procure the i r tickets .
Another said he had himself to pay Rs . 5 before he
cou ld get h is t icket and hi s seat . The se three men
were bound for Ludh iana and had stil l more nights
of trave l in store for them .

What I have descr ibed i s not except iona l bu t
normal . I have go t down a t Ra ichur , Dhond , Sone
pur , Chakradharpur , Pu rul ia , Asan so l and other
junction stat ion s and been a t the

'

Mosafirkhanas
'

attached to the se stat ions . They are di screditable
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looking place s where there i s no orde r , no cleanl i

ne ss but utter confus ion and horrible d i n and nois e.
Passengers have no benches or not enough to sit
on . They squat on dir ty floors and eat d irty food .

They are permit ted to throw the leaving s of the i r
food and sp it where they l ike. sit how they l ike
and smoke everywhere . The clo s ets attached to
the se p lace s defy de scr ip tion . I have not th e power
adequately to describe them w ithout committing a
breach o f the l aws of decent speech . Disinfecting
powder , a she s . or d i sinfect ing f lu id s are unknown .

The army o f fl ie s bu z z ing about them warn s you
aga inst the ir use . Bu t a th ird -cla ss travelle r i s dumb
and h elple ss . He doe s not want to complain even
though to go to the se p laces m ay be to court dea th .

I know pa ssengers who fa st while they are travel l ing
ju st in order to lessen the m i sery of the i r l ife in
the tra in s . At Sonepur fl ie s having fa iled , wa sps
have come forth to warn the pub l ic and the au thor i

tie s , but ye t to no purpose . At the Imperia l Cap ita l
a certa in third cla s s booking-office i s a B lack-Hole
fit only to be de stroyed .

Is i t any wonder that plague ha s become endemic
in India ' Any O ther re sult i s impossibl e whe re
pa s sengers a lways leave some d irt where they go and
take more on leav ing .

On Indian tra ins a lone pa ssengers smoke with
impunity in a ll carr iage s irre spec tiv e of the presence
of the fa i r sex and i rre spec t ive o f the prote st o f

non- smokers . And thi s , no tw ithstand ing a bye- law
which prevents a passenge r from smok ing wi thout
the permiss ion of h is fel lows in the compartment
wh ich is not allotted to smokers.
The ex istence of the awfu l war cannot be

a llowed to stand in the way of the remova l o f th is
gigantic evil . War can be no wa r rant for to lerat ing
dir t and overcrowding . One could understand an
ent ire stoppage of pa s senger traffic in a cr i s is l ike
thi s , but never a con tinuation or accentuation of
insani tation and condi tions that must underm ine
health and moral ity .
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Compare the lot of the first c la ss passengers
w ith that of the third cla s s . In the Madra s ca se the
f irst c las s fare i s over five times as much a s the
th ird class fare . Does the thi rd cl ass passenger get
one- fifth , even one-tenth , of the comforts of h is first
cla ss fe llow ' It is but simple j ustice to claim tha t
some relat ive proportion be observed between the
cos t and comfort .
It i s a known fact tha t the third c las s tra ffic

pays for the ever-increas ing luxuries of first a nd
second class trave lling. Surely a third clas s pa ssen
ger i s en titled at lea st to the bare necessitie s of life .
In neglect ing the third class pa ssengers

, oppor

tunity of giv ing a sp lend id education to m i l lions
in orderl ine s s , sanitation , decent compos ite life and
cultivation o f s imple and clean taste s is being lost.
Instead o f receiv ing an object le sson in the se matters
th ird c la s s passenger s have the ir sense of decency
and cleanliness b lunted dur ing the ir trave lling ex

per ience .

Among the many suggestions that can bemade for
deal ing wi th the ev i l here de scribed , I would respect
fully include th i s ' le t the people in high place s , the
V i ce roy , the Commander- in-Ch ie f, the Rajas , Maha
raja s , the Imper ial Counc i l lors and others , who
general ly t ravel in superior cla sses , without previou s
w arn ing . go through the experience s now and then
of th ird cla ss travel l ing . We wou ld then soon
see a remarkable change in the conditions of third
c la ss travell ing and the uncomp lain ing m il l ions wi l l
get some return for the fares they pay under the ex
pectation of being carri ed from place to pl ace with
ordinary creature comforts .



VERNAC' LAR S AS M'DIA OF INSTR ' CTION
'

It i s to be hoped that Dr . Mehta
’

s labour of
love wil l rece ive the serious attention of Eng lish .

educated Ind ia . The following p ages were wri tten
by him for the Vedanta Kesar z

’

of M adras and are now
printed in the ir present form for c ircula tion through
out India . The question of vernaculars a s med ia o f
instruction i s of na tiona l importance ' neglect of
the vernaculars means na tional su ic ide . One hears
many protagonists of the Engl ish language be ing
continued a s the med ium of instruction pointing
to the fact that Engl i sh-educated Indian s are the sole
cu stod ians of publi c and patriotic work . It would
be monstrou s if it were not so . For the only education
given in th is coun try is through the Eng l i sh language .
The fact , however , i s that the re sult s are not all
p ropor tionate to the time we g ive to our education .

We have not reacted on the ma s ses . Bu t I must
not an ti cipate Dr . M eh ta . He is in earnest. He
write s fee l ing ly . He has examined the pros and
cons and colle cted a ma ss of evidence in support
of hi s arguments . The late st pronouncement on the
subj ect is tha t of the V iceroy . Wh i l st His Excellency
is unable to offer a solution , he i s keen ly a l ive to the
nece s s ity of imparting instruction in ou r schools
through the vernaculars . The Jews of M iddle and
Ea stern Europe . who are sca ttered in a ll parts of
the world , find i ng i t necessary to have a common
tongue for mutua l intercourse

,
have rai sed Y iddi sh

to the s tatus of a languag e , and have succeeded
in translating into Y idd ish the be st book s to be
found in the world

'

s l iterature . Even they could
not sat isfy the soul

'

s yea rning through the many
fore ign tongue s o f which they a re masters ' nor d id

' I ntr oduction to D r . Meh ta
’
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the l earned few among them wish to tax the masse s
of the Jew i sh populat ion w ith hav ing to learn a
fore ign languag e before they cou ld rea l i se the i r
dign ity . So they have enriched wha t was at
one t ime looked upon as a mere jargon—but what
the Jewish ch ildren l earnt from the i r mothers—by
taking spec i a l pa in s to tran slate into it the best
thought of the world . Th is i s a tru ly marvel lous
work. It ha s been done dur ing the present genera
tion , and Webster

’

s D ic t ionary de f ine s it a s a
polyglot jargon u sed for inter-communicat ion by
Jews from different nation s .
But a Jew of M iddle and Ea s te rn Europe would

fee l insu l ted i f h is mothe r tongue were now so de s
cr ibed. If these Jewish schola r s have succeeded ,
with in a gene ration . in g iv ing the ir ma sse s a langu
age o f wh ich they may feel p roud , surely i t shou ld
be an easy ta sk for u s to supp ly the needs of our
own vernacular s wh ich are cu ltured languages .
South Afr ica teache s us the same le sson . There
was a due l there between the Taal , a corrupt form
of Dutch , and Eng l ish . The Boer mother s and the
Boer fa thers were de te rmined that they would not le t
their children . W ith whom they in the ir infancy
talked in the Taa l , be weighed down w ith hav ing to
rece ive ins truct ion through Engl i sh . The case for
Engl i sh here wa s a strong one . It had abl e p l eaders
for it. But Engl i sh had to y ield before Boer patr iot
i sm . I t may be observed that they rejec ted even the
H igh Dutch . The school ma s te rs , therefore , who
are accustomed to speak the pub l i shed D u tch p f

'urope , are compel led to teach the ea s ier Taa l . And
l i tera ture of an excel lent cha ra cter i s at the pre sent
momen t growing up in South Afr ica in the Taa l ,
which wa s only a few year s ago

,
the common

med i um of speech between simple but brave ru stics .
If we have lo s t fa i th in our vernacu la rs , i t is a
s ign of want of fa i th in ourselve s ' i t is the sure st
sign o f decay . And no scheme of se lf-government ,
however benevolen tly or generou sly it may be
bestowed upon us , wi l l ever make us a self- govern
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l n nat l on 1 we b no re s ct for the languages
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SWADESHI'

It was not without g reat d iffidence that I under
took to speak to you at al l . And I wa s hard put to
it in the select ion of my subject . I have chosen
a very del ica te and d ifficult subj ect . It i s del ica te
because of the pecul iar v iews I hold upon Swade sh i ,
and i t is difficult becau se I have not tha t command
of langua ge wh ich i s necessary for g iv ing adequate
express ion to my thoughts . I know that I may rely
upon your indulgence for the many shortcomings you
w il l no doubt f ind in my addre ss , the more so when
I tel l you that there is noth ing in what I am about to
say that I am not either a lready practising or am
not preparing to pracfise to the best of my abil i ty.
It encourage s me to observe that last month you
devo ted a week to prayer in the place of an address .
I have earnest ly p rayed that what I am about to say
may bear fruit and I know that you wil l bless my
word wi th a s im il ar prayer.
Afte r much th inking I have arrived at a defini

tion of Swade shi that , perhaps , best i l lustrate s my
meaning . Swade sh i is that sp ir it in u s which restricts
u s to the u se and service of our immediate surround
ing s to the exclu sion of the more remote . Thus ,
a s for relig ion , in o rder to satisfy the requ irements
of the def in ition , I must re strict myself to my an

cestral re l ig ion . That i s the use of my immedi ate
religious surrounding . If I f ind i t defective , I should
serve it by purging it of i t s defects . In the domain
of pol i tics I should make use of the indigenous
in sti tutions and serve them by curing them of the i r
proved defec ts . In tha t of economics I shou ld use
only th ings that are produced by my immedia te

'A ddress del iver ed before the M i ssionary Conference on

' ebru ary14 , 1916.
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neighbours and serve those industri e s by making
them effic ient and comp lete whe re they might be
found wanting . It i s sugge s ted that such Swadeshi ,
if reduced to practice , w il l lead to the m i l l enn ium .

And , a s we do not abandon our pur su it after the
m il l enn ium , becau se we do not expect qu ite to
reach it with in our times

,
so may we not abandon

Swadeshi even though it may not be fully atta ined
for g enerat ions to come .
Let u s briefly exam ine the three branches of

Swade shi a s sketched above . H indu ism has become
a conservative rel ig ion and

,
therefore , a m ighty

force because of the Swade shi spirit underlying it .
It is the most tolerant because i t i s non-proselyti s ing ,
and i t is a s capable of expansion today a s it ha s
been found to be in the pa st . It ha s succeeded not
in driving out , a s I th ink it ha s been erroneo us ly
he ld , but in absorbing Buddh i sm . By rea son of the
Swade shi spir it , a Hindu re fu ses to change his rel i
gion , not nece ssar i ly because he con s iders i t
to be the be st , but because he knows that he
can complement it by introduc ing reforms . And
what I have sa id about Hinduism i s

,
I suppose , true

of the other great fa i ths of the world , on ly it i s
held that it i s spec ia l ly so in the case of Hindu i sm .

But here comes the po int
'

I am l abour ing to reach .

If there i s any substance in what I have said , w i l l
not the great miss ionary bod i es of India , to whom
she owe s a deep debt of grat itude for what they
have done and are doing , do st il l better and serve
the spir it of Chri s tiani ty better by dropping the goa l
of prosely ti s ing wh i le continu ing their ph i lanthrop ic
work ' I hope you w i ll not cons ider th i s to be an
impertinence on my part . I make the suggestion in
al l s incerity and wi th due hum i l ity. M oreover I
have some cla im upon your attent ion . I have en

deavou red to study the Bible . I cons ider i t a s part
of my scriptures . The spir it of the Sermon on the

'Mount competes almost on equal terms w ith the
Bhagavad Gita for the dom ina t ion of

'

my heart .
I yie ld to no Christ ian in the strength of devotion
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w i th which I sing Lead kind ly l igh t
'

and several
other inspired hymn s of a s imilar nature . I have
come under the influence of noted Chri stian mis
sionar ies be long ing to d ifferent denominat ions . And
enjoy to this day the privilege of fr iend sh ip w ith
some of them . You w i ll perhap s , therefore , al low
that I have offered the above sugge stion not a s a
biased Hindu , but as a humble and impart ia l s tudent
of rel ig ion w ith great leanings towards Christ i anity

.

May it not be tha t Go ye unto al l the world
message ha s been somewhat narrowly interpreted
and the sp irit of it m issed It w i l l no t be denied

,
I

speak from experience , that m any
'

of the convers ion s
are only so - ca l l ed . In some case s the appea l ha s
gone not to the heart but to the stomach . And
in every case a ' convers ion l eaves a sore behind
it wh ich , I venture to think , is avo idable . ' uoting
a ga in from exper ience , a new birth , a change of
heart , i s perfectly poss ible in every one of the
grea t faiths . I know I am ‘now treading upon thin
ice . But I do not apolog ise in c los ing th is part
of my subject , for saying that the frightful outrage
that is ju st going on in Europe , perhap s shows that
the message of Jesus of Na z are th , the Son of Peace

,

had been l ittle unders tood in Eu rope , and that l i ght
upon it may have to be thrown from the Ea s t

.

I have sou ght your help in rel ig ious matte rs
,

which it is yours to g ive in a spec ia l sense
.
But

I make bold to seek i t even in politica l matters
.

I do not be l ieve that relig ion ha s noth ing to do
w ith poli tics. The latter d ivorced from re l igion
is l ike a corpse only fit to be bur ied . As a matte r of
fac t , in you r own silent manner , you influence
poli t ic s not a li ttle . And I feel that , if the attempt
to separate pol itic s from rel ig ion had not been
made as it is even now made , they would not have
degenera ted a s they often appear to have done

.

No one con s iders that the po l i tica l l ife of the
country is in a happy state . Following out the
Swadesh i spirit , I observe the indigenous institution s
and the v illage panchayats hold me . Ind ia i s rea l ly
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a republican country , and it i s because it i s that ,
tha t it h as surv ived every shock hi therto d el ivered .

Princes and potentate s , whether they were Indian
born or fore igners , have hardly touched the vast
masses except for collect ing revenue . .The latter
in the ir turn seem to have rendered unto Cae sar
what wa s Caesar

’

s and for the rest hav e done much
as they have l iked . The va st organisation of caste
answered not only the rel ig iou s wants of the com
mun ity , but it an swered to its pol itica l need s . The

,
vil lag ers managed the ir internal affa irs through the

caste sy stem , and through i t they dea l t with any
oppression from the ruling power or powers . I t
i s not poss ible to deny of a nat ion that wa s capable
o f produc ing the ca ste system its wonderful power
of organi sation . One had but to attend the great
Kumbha Mela at Hardwar l a st yea r to know
how sk i lful tha t organ isation mus t have been , wh ich
w ithout any seeming effort wa s able effectively
to c ater for more than a m i l l ion p ilgrims . Ye t i t
i s the fash ion to say tha t we lack organis ing ab i l ity .
Th i s i s true , I fear , to a certa in extent , of tho se who
have been nurtured in the new trad it ions . We have
laboured under a terr ible hand icap owing to an
almos t fata l departure from the Swadeshi spirit .
We , the educated cla s se s , have rece ived our educa
t ion through a fore ign tongue . We have therefore
not reacted upon the ma sse s . We want to represen t
the ma sse s , but we fa l l . They reco gn i se u s not
much more than they recogn i se the Eng l ish offi cers .
The ir hearts a re an open book to n e i the r . Their
aspirat ions are not our s . Hence their i s a break .

And you witness not in rea l ity fa i lu re to organ ise
but want of corre spondence between the representa
t ives and the repre sented . If du r ing the las t f ifty
years we had been educa ted through the vernacu lars ,
ou r e lde r s and our servan ts and ou r neighbours
would have partaken of our knowledge ' the d iscove r
ies of a Bose or a R ay wo u ld have been hou seho ld
t rea sure s a s are the R am ayan and the Mahabharat .

A s i t is , so far a s the masse s are concerned , those
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g reat d iscover ie s might a s well have been made
by fore igners . Had in struction in al l the branches
of l earn ing been g iven through the vernacula rs , I
make bold to say that they would have been enr iched
wonderful ly . The que st ion of v i l lage san itat ion , etc. ,
would have been solved long ago . The village
panchayats would be now a l iv ing force in a spec1al
way , and India wou ld a lmo s t be enjoying se lf
government sui ted to i ts requirements and would
have been spared the humi liat i ng spec tacle of orga
n ised assa ssination on i t s sacred so i l . It i s not
too late to mend . And you can help if you wi l l

,

as no other body or bod ie s can .

And now for the la st d iv i s ion of Swadeshi
,

much of the deep poverty of the ma sses i s due
to the ruinous depa rture from Swade shi in the
econom ic and indu str ial l ife . If not an artic le of
commerce had been brought from outside Ind ia

,
she

wou ld be today a land flowing w ith m i l k and
honey . Bu t that wa s not to be . We were greedy
and so wa s Eng land . The connect ion between
England and Ind i a was ba sed clearly upon an error .
But she doe s not rema in in India in error . It is
her declared pol icy that Ind ia is to be held in trust
for her people . If th is be true , Lancashire must
stand a sid e . And i f the Swadesh i doctr ine i s a
sound doctrine , Lancashire can stand a s ide w ithout
hurt , though i t may susta in a shock fo r the t ime
be ing . I think of Swadeshi not as a boycot t move
ment undertaken by way of revenge . I conc ieve it a s
rel ig iou s pr incip le to be followed by a l l . I am no
economi st , bu t I have read some treatises wh ich
show that England could easily become a self
susta ined coun try, g rowing a ll the produce she needs .
Th i s may be an u tter ly

°

r idicu lous proposition , and
perhaps the best proof that it canno t be true

,
is

that England is one of the large st importers in
the wor ld . But India cannot l ive for Lancash ire
or any other coun try before she i s ab l e to l ive
for herself . And she can l ive for herself only if
she produce s and i s helped to produce everything
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for her requirements w ithin her own borders . She
need not be , she ou ght not to be , drawn into
the ver tex of mad and ru inou s compe t it ion which
breeds fratric ide , j ea lousy and many other ev i l s .
But who i s to s top he r grea t mi l lionaire s from
enter ing into the world compe tition ' Certainly not
leg i slation . Force of publ ic opin ion , proper educa
t ion , howeve r , can do a grea t dea l in the de s ired
d irection . The hand- loom industry i s in a dy i ng
condition . I took specia l care during my wandering s
l as t year to see a s many weaver s a s poss ible , and
my heart ached to find how they had los t , how
fami l ie s had ret ired from thi s once f lou r i sh ing and
honou rable occupa t ion . If we fol low the Swadesh i
doctr in e , it wou ld be your duty and mine to find out
ne ighbours who ca n supply our wants and to teach
them to supply them where they do not know how
to proceed , as suming that there are neighbours who
are in want of heal thy occupat ion . Then every
vil lag e of India w il l almo s t be a self- supporting
and sel f-conta ined uni t, exchang ing only such
nece ssary commodit ie s with other v i llage s where
they are not local ly produc ibl e . This m ay a l l sound
non sens ical . Well , Ind ia i s a country of nonsense .
It i s nonsens ical to parch one

’

s throat w i th th irs t
when a k indly Mahom edan is ready to offer pure
water to d r ink . And yet thousands of H indus would
rathe r d i e of thi rst than drink wa ter from a
Mahom edan hou sehold . These non sen sica l men
can al so , once they are conv inced that the i r rel ig ion
demand s tha t they should wear g arments m anu fac

tu r ed i n Ind i a only and eat food only grown in
Ind ia , d e cl ine to wea r any other cloth ing or ea t any
other food . Lord Curz on se t the fashion for tea
dr inking . And tha t pe rni c iou s drug now b ids fair
to overwhe lm the nat ion . I t has a l ready unde rm ined
the d ige s t ive apparatu s of hundrends of thou sands
of men and women and constitutes an addit ional tax
upon the i r slende r purses . Lord Hard inge can set
the fa shion for Swade sh i , and almo st the whole of
India forswear foreign goods . There i s a ver se
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in the Bhagavad Gita , which , freely rendered , means ,
ma s se s follow the cla sses . It is easy to undo the
ev i l if the th ink ing por tion of the commun ity were
to take the Swadeshi vow even though it m ay,

for a
time , cau se cons iderabl e inconven ience . I hate
leg is la t ive inteference , in any depar tment of l ife .
At best it is the le s ser evi l . But I wou ld tolera te

,

welcome , indeed , plead for a stiff pro tect ive du ty
upon fore ign goods . Na ta l , a Briti sh colony , pro
tec ted i ts suga r by tax ing the sugar that came from
another Br i t ish colony , M aur i tiu s . England ha s
sinned aga in st Ind ia by forcing free trade upon her .
It may have been food for her , bu t i t has been
po ison for th i s country .
It ha s often been urged that Ind i a cannot adopt

Swadesh i in the econom ic l ife a t any ra te . Those
who advance th is objection do not look upon
Swadeshi as a rule of l ife . W ith them it i s a mere
patr iot ic effort not to be made i f it involved any
self-denial . Swade shi , a s defined here , i s a re l ig ious
di scipl ine to be undergone in u tter d isregard of
the physica l di scomfort i t may cau se to ind iv idual s .
' nder i ts spel l the depr ivat ion of a pin or a needle

,

because these are not manufactured in India , need
cause no te rror. A S wadesh ist will learn to do with
out hundreds of th ings wh ich today he cons iders
necessa ry . Moreover , those who d i sm iss Swade sh i
from the i r minds by argu ing the impo ss ible , forge t
that Swadesh i , after a ll , i s a goa l to be reached
by steady e ffort . And we would be mak ing for the
goa l even if we conf ined Swadeshi to a g iven set
of artic les a llowing our se lve s a s a temporary mea sure
to use such th ing s as m ight not be procurab le in
the country .
There now remains for me to consider one more

objection that has been ra i s ed aga inst Swade sh i .
The objectors con sider it to be a most selfish doc trine
without any warrant in the c ivil ised code of mora
l ity. With them to pract i se Swade shi is to revert
to barbar ism . I cannot ente r into a deta iled ana ly
si s of the position . Bu t I would urge that Swadeshi
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i s the only doctrine consi stent with the law of hum i
l ity and love. It i s arro gance to th ink of launching
ou t to serve the whole of Ind i a when I am hardly
able to serve even my own fam i ly . It were better
to concen tra te my effort upon the family and con
s ide r that through them I wa s serv ing the whole
nat ion and , if you w i l l , the whole of human ity.
This is hum i l i ty and it i s l ove . The mot ive W i ll
dete rmine the qua l ity -of the act. I may serve my
fami ly regardle s s of the suffe rings I may cause to
other s . As for in stance , I may a ccept an employ
ment which enable s me to extort money from people ,
I enr ich mysel f the reby and then satisfy many
unlawful demand s of the family . Here I am neither
serv ing the family nor the State . Or I may recog
nise tha t .God ha s g iven me hand s and fee t only to
work w i th for my sustenance and for that o f thos e
who may be dependent upon me . I would then a t
once s impl ify my life and that of tho se whom I can
d irectly reach . In thi s in stance I would have served
the fam i ly without caus ing in jury to anyone e lse .
Supposing tha t everyone fol lowed this rri ode of life ,
we should have at once an idea l state . Al l wi l l not
reach tha t state a t the same time . But those of
u s wh o ,

real i s ing its truth , enforce i t in practice w i ll
c learly anticipate and accele ra te the coming of that
happy day . ' nde r th is p lan of l i fe , in seeming to
se rve India to the excl u sion of every other county ,
I do not harm any other coun try . My patriot i sm i s
bo th exclu s ive and inclu s ive . It is exc lus ive in the
sen se tha t in a ll humil i ty I conf ine my attention to
the l and of my b irth , but i t i s inclu s ive in the sense
tha t my servi ce i s not of a competi t ive or antagon i s
t ic nature . S i c a tere tuo ut al zenum non la is not
m ere ly a lega l max im , bu t it i s a grand doc tr ine of
l ife . It is the key to a prope r prac tice of Ah im sa or
love . It is for you ,

the cu stod ians of a g rea t fa ith ,
to se t the fashion and show , by your prea ch ing ,
sanctified by practice , that pa tr iotism ba sed on
ha tr ed ki lleth and that patr ioti sm based on love
g iveth life .

'
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AHIMSA'

There seem s to be no histor ica l warrant for the
belief that an exaggera ted practice of Ah im sa syn
chr onise w ith our becoming bereft of m anly v irtues .

Dur ing the pas t year s w e have , as a nat ion .
given ample proof of physica l courage , bu t we have
been torn by inte r na l d issen sions and have been
dominated by love of sel f instead of love of country.
We have , that i s to say, been swayed by the sp irit of
irrel ig ion rather than of rel ig ion .

' do not know how far the charge of unm an l i

ness can be made good ag ainst the Ja ins . I ho ld no
br ief for them . By birth I am a Vaishnavite , and
was taught Ahimsa in my ch i ldhood . I have der ived
much re l igiou s benefi t from Ja in rel ig iou s work s as I
have from scr iptures of the other grea t fa i ths of the
world . I owe much to the l iv ing company of the
decea sed philosopher , R ajachand Kav i , who wa s a
Ja in by b irth . Thu s , though my views on Ahim sa
are a resu lt of my s tudy o f most of the fa iths of the
world , they are now no longe r dependen t upon the
author i ty of the se works . They are a pa r t o f my l ife ,
and , if I sudden ly d i scovered that the re l ig ious book s
r ead by me bore a

,

d ifferen t in terpre ta t ion from the
one I had learn t to g ive them , I shou ld sti l l hold

1

t

l

o the vmw of Ah imsa a s I am about to se t forth
ere .
Our S ha stra s seem to teach that a man who

rea l ly prac t i se s Ah im sa in i ts fulnes s ha s the world
at h i s feet ' he so affects h i s surround ing s tha t even
the snakes and othe r venomous rept i le s do him no
harm . Th is i s sa id to have been the experience of
St . Franc i s of Ass i s i .
In its neg a tive form i t means not injuring any

'Th e M odem Ren ew, October , 1916 .
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l iv ing being whether by body or m ind . It may not ,
there fore , hurt the per son o f any wrong -doer , or bear
any i ll -w i l l to h im and so cause h im menta l suffering .

Th i s sta temen t does not cover su ffering caused to
the wrong - doer by natura l a cts of mine which do not
p roceed from il l-wil l . I t , therefore , does not prevent
me from withdrawing from h is pre sence a ch i ld
whom he , we sha l l imag ine , is about to strike .
Indeed , the prope r pract ice of Ah imsa requi res me
to withd raw the intended vict im from the wrong
doe r , if I am , i n any way whatsoever , the gua rd ian
of such a ch i ld . It wa s , there fore , mos t proper for
the pa s s ive resis ter s of Sou th Africa to have res i sted
the ev i l tha t the ' nion Government sought to do
to them . They bore no i l l -wi l l to it . They showed
th i s byhelping the Government whenever i t needed
the ir hel p . Their r esistance consisted of di sobedience
of the orders of the Government, even to the ex tent

of suffer ing dea th at thei r hands . Ahimsa require s
del iberate se lf- suffe r ing , not a de l iberate injuring
of the supposed wrong -doer .
In it s pos i t ive form , Ahim sa means the largest

lov e , the greate st charity . If I am a followe r of
Ah imsa , I m ust love my enemy . I must apply , the
same rule s to the wrong -doer who i s my enemy or a
stranger to me , a s I would to my wrong doing father
or son . Th is a ct ive Ah imsa nece ssarily includes
truth and fear lessne s s . As man cannot deceiv e the
loved one , he doe s not fear or frighten h im or her.
Gif t of l ife is the greatest of a l l g if ts ' a man who
g ives it in real ity , d isarm s all hosti l i ty . He has
paved the way for an honourable understand ing .

And none who i s himself subject to fear can be stow
that g ift . He must , the refore , be himself fearle ss .
A man cannot then practice Ah imsa and be a coward
at the same t ime . The pract ice of Ahimsa call s forth
the greatest courage . I t i s the most sold ie rly of a
soldier

'

s vi rtue s. General Gordon ha s been r ep re

sented in a famous sta tue a s bear ing only a st ick .

This take s u s far on the road to Ahimsa . Bu t a
soldier , who need s the protection of even a stick , i s

20



to that exten t so much the less a sold ier . He is
the true sold ier who knows how to d ie and stand hi s
ground i n the m idst of a ha i l of bullets . Such a one
was Am bar isha , who stood h is ground without l ifting
a finger though D uryasa d id h is wors t . The Moo r s
who were bein g pounded by the French gunners and
who rushed to the gun s

'

mouths w i th
‘
Allah ’ on

the ir l ips , showed much the sam e type o f courag e .
On ly the i rs wa s the courage of desperation . Amba
r isha

'

s wa s due to love . Yet th e Moori sh va lour.
readiness to d ie , conquered the gunners . They
frant ica l ly waved the ir hats , ceased firing , and
g ree t ed the ir erstwh i le enem ies a s comrades . And
so the South Afr ican passive re s i s ters in the i r thou
sand s were ready to die rather than sell the ir
honour fo r a l itt le persona l ea se . Thi s was Ah imsa
in its active form . It never barte r s away honour . A
he lple ss g irl in the hands of a fol lower of Ah imsa
find s bette r and sure r protection than in the hands
of one who is prepared to defend her only to the

po i nt to wh ich h is weapons would carry him . The
tyrant , in the fir st in s tance , w il l have to wa l k to h i s
v ict im over the dead body of he r defender ' in the
second , he ha s but to overpower the defender ' for i t
is a ssumed that the cannon of p roprie ty in the
second in stance will be satisfied when the defender
ha s fough t to the extent of h i s phy s ica l valour . In
the f irst instance , a s the d efende r has matched h i s
very sou l aga inst the mere body of the tyran t , the
odd s .are tha t the sou l in the latte r w i l l be awaken
ed , and the g irl wou ld stand and inf inite ly greater
chance of he r honou r being protected than in any
other conce ivable circumstance , barr ing of course ,
that of her own persona l courage
If we a re unmanly today , we are so , not because

we do not know how to s tr ike , but becau se we fear
to d ie . He i s no follower of Mahav i ra , the apost l e
of Ja inism , or of Buddha or of the Vedas , who be ing
afra id to d ie , takes flight befo re any danger , rea l
or imag inary , a l l the wh i le wish ing tha t somebody
else would remove the danger by destroying the
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person causing i t . He is no follower of Ahim sa who
does not care a straw if he k i ll s a man by inches by
deceiv ing him in trade , or who would protect by
force of arms a few cows and make away w i th the
butcher or who ,

in order to do a supposed good to
hi s country , does not m ind ki ll ing off a few offic ia l s .
All these are ac tu ated by ha tred , cowardice and fear
Here the love of the cow or the count ry i s a vague
thing intended to sati sfy one

’

s vanity , or soothe a
stinging

.

con science .

Ah imsa truly understood I S in my humble
Op inion a panacea for a l l ev i ls mundane and extra
mundane . We can neve r overdo it . Ju st at pre sent
we are not doing i t at a l l . Ahimsa does not d isplace
the pract ice of other v irtues , bu t renders the ir p rac
t ice imperative ly nece ssary be fore i t can be practised
even in its rud iments . Mahavira and Buddha were
sold iers , and so wa s Tol stoy . Only they saw deeper
and truer into their profess ion , and found the secre t
of a true , happy , honourable and godly l ife . Let us
be joint sharers with these teachers , and this land of
ours wil l once more be the abod e of gods .



TH' MORAL BASIS OF CO-OPERATION'

The only cla im I have on your indu lgence i s
that some months ago I a ttended w i th M r . Ewbank
a meeting of mill-hand s to whom he wanted to
explain the princip le s of co-opera tion . The chawl
in wh ich they were l iving was as f i lthy a s it wel l
could be . Recent ra ins had made matters worse .

And I must frankly confe ss that , had i t not been for
Mr. Ewbank

’

s great z ea l fo r the cau se he ha s made
h is own , I should have sh irked the ta sk . But there
we were , seated on a fa i rly worn-out cha rpa i ,
su rrounded by m en ,

women and chi ldren . M r .
Ewbank opened fire on a man who had p u t h im sel f
forward and who wore not a particularly innocent
countenance . Afte r he had engaged h im and the
other people about him in Gujrat i conversat ion ,
he wanted me to S peak to the people . Owing to the
suspiciou s looks of the man who was first spoken to ,
I naturally pressed home the mora l it ies of co-opera
tion . I fancy that Mr. Ewbank rather l iked the

manner in wh ich I handled the subject . Hence , I
bel ieve , his k ind invitation to me to tax your pa t ience
for a few moments upon a consideration of co -opera
tion from a mora l standpo int .
My knowledge of the technical ity of co -opera

tion i s next to noth ing . My bro ther , D evadhar , ha s
made the subject hi s own . Whatever he does ,
natura l ly a ttracts me and predispose s me to th ink
tha t there mu st be someth ing good in it and the
handl ing of it must be fa irly d ifficult . Mr . Ewbank
very k ind ly placed at my di sposa l some literature
too on the subject . And I hav e had a un ique
opportunity of wa tch ing the effec t of some co -opera

'Paper con tribu ted to the Bom bayProvin cial C o-operat ive

Conferen ce, S eptember 17 , 1917 .
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t ive e ffort in Cham paran . I have gone through
M r . Ewbank

'

s ten ma in poin ts wh ich a re l ike t he

Commandments , and I vhave gone through the twelve
po ints of Mr . Coll in s of Behar , which remind me
of the law o f the Twe lve Tabl e s . There are so ca lled
agr icu l tu ra l banks in Cham paran . They were to me
d i sappo inting e fforts , if they were meant to be
demon stration s of the success of co-Ope ra t ion . On
the other hand , there i s qu ie t work in the same
d i rection be ing done by Mr . Hod ge , a m issionary
whose efforts are leav ing the ir impress on those
who come i n con tact w i th him . Mr . Hodge i s a
co -Opera tive en thus i a st and probably con siders that
the re su l t wh ich he sees flow ing from h is effort s a re

due to the work ing of co -opera tion . I , who wa s
ab l e to watch the efforts , had no he s itation in in fe r
ring that the persona l equat ion co unted for succes s
i n the one a nd fa i lure in the o ther instance .
I am an enthusia st myse l f , bu t twenty-five years

of experimen ting and exper ience have made me a
caut iou s and d i scr iminat ing enthu siast. Wo rkers
in a cause nece ssar i ly

,
though qu i te unconsc io u sly ,

e xaggerate it s mer its and often succeed in turn in g
its ve ry defects into advantages . In sp ite of my
caut ion I cons ider the l ittle inst i tution I am con

ducting in Ahmedabad as the f ine s t th ing i n the
world . I t a lone give s me suff ic ient inspira tion .

Cr iti c s t e l l me tha t i t repre se nts a sou l le ss so u l - fo rce
a nd tha t its seve re d iscipl ine ha s made it merely
mechanica l . I suppose both— the critic s and I— are
wrong . I t i s , a t best , a humb le attempt to p lace
at the d ispo sa l of the nat ion a home where men and
women may have scope for free and un fe ttered
d evelopment of cha racte r , in keep i ng w ith the
nat iona l genius , and , if its control ler s do not take
care , the di scipl i ne that i s the founda t ion of cha rac
ter m ay fru s trate the very end in view . I would
venture , therefo re , to war n enthusiasts in co -opera
tion against entertain ing fa l se hopes.
W ith Sir Dan i e l Ham i l ton i t ha s become a

re l igion . On the 13th January la st , he addre s sed the
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students of the Scotti sh Churches College and , i n
order to point a moral , he in stanced Sco tland

'

s
poverty of two hundred years ago and showed how
that g rea t country wa s ra i sed from a condi tion of
poverty to plenty . There were two powers , which
ra ised her—the Scotti sh Church and the Scott i sh
banks . The Church manufactured the men and the
banks manufactured the money to g ive the men a
star t fin l i fe . The Church d iscipl ined the
nation in the fear of God which i s the beg inn ing of
wisdom and in the par ish schools of the Church the
ch i ldren learhed tha t the chief end of man

’

s l i fe wa s
to g lor ify God and to enjoy H im for ever . Men
were trained to bel ieve in God and in themselve s ,
and on the t rustwor thy charac ter so created the

Sco tti sh bank i ng sys tem wa s bu il t .
'

S ir Daniel then
shows that i t wa s possible to bui ld up the marvel lous
Scotti sh bank ing system on ly on . the character so
bu i l t . . So far there can only be perfect agreement
with Sir Daniel , for that

‘
w ithout charac ter the re

is no co-operation is a sound max im . But he wou ld
have u s go much further . He thus waxes eloquent
on co-operat ion ' Whatever may be your d ay
dreams of Ind ia

'

s future , never forget th is that i t i s
to weld Ind ia into one , and so enabl e her to take her
rightfu l p lace in the world

,
that the Brit ish Govern

men t i s here ' and the welding hammer in the hand
of the Government is the co -operative movement .

'

In his op in ion it i s the panacea of al l the evi l s
that affl ict India a t the present moment . In it s
extended sense it can justify the claim on one condi
t ion wh ich need no t be mentioned here ' in the
l im i ted sense in wh ich S ir Daniel has -used i t, I
venture to think , i t i s an enthus ia st

’

s exagge rat ion .

Mark h i s p eroration ' Cred it , wh ich is only Trust
and Fai th , i s becom ing more and more the mon ey
power o f the world , and in the parchment bul le t
into which is impre s sed the fa ith wh ich removes
mounta i ns , Ind i a w i l l fi nd victory and peace .

'

Here
there i s ev ident confusion of thought. The cred i t
which is becoming the money power of the world
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has l i ttle moral basi s and i s not a synonym for Trust
or Fa ith , which are pure ly mora l qua l it ie s . Afte r
twenty year s

’

exper ience of hundred s of men
,
who

had dea l ing s with banks in S outh Af r ica , the opinion
I had so often heard expressed ha s become firmly
rooted in me , tha t the g rea ter the rasca l the grea ter
the cred i t he enjoys w ith h is bank s . The banks
do not pry into hi s mora l cha ract e r ' they a re
satisfied tha t he mee t s his overdrafts and prom i ssory
note s punctua l ly . The cred it system ha s enc ircl ed
th is beaut i ful g lobe of ours l ike a serpen t

'

s co i l , and
if we do not m ind , i t bid s fa ir to crush us ou t
of breath . I have w itne s sed the ruin of many a
home through the sys tem , and i t has made no d iffe r
ence whether the cred it wa s label led co -operative
o r othe rwise . The deadly co i l ha s made pa ss ible the
deva s ta ting spectac le in Eu rope , wh ich we are he lp
le ss ly looking on . I t was pe rhap s never so true
a s it i s today that , a s in law so in wa r , the longes t
purse final ly wins . I have ven tured to g ive promi
nence to the current bel ief abo u t cred it sy stem
in orde r to emphas ise the po int tha t the co

operat ive movement w il l be a ble ss ing to India only
to the extent tha t i t i s a mora l movemen t s tr ic tly
d irected by men fired with rel ig ious fervou r . It
fo l lows

,
there fore , tha t co-opera tion should be con

f ined to men wishing to be moral ly right , but fa i l ing
to do so , becau se of g rind ing pove r ty or of the
gr ip of the Mahajan . Fac i l ity for obta in ing loans at
fa ir rate s wi l l not make immoral men mora l . But
the w isdom of the Es ta te or ph i lanthropi sts demands
tha t they should help on the onward path , men
strugg l ing to be good .

Too often do we be l ieve tha t materia l pro sperity
means mora l g rowth . It i s n ecessary that a move
ment which i s frau ght with so much good to Ind ia
shou ld not de generate into one for merely advancing
cheap lo ans . I wa s there fore de l ighted to read
the recommendat ion in the Report of the Commi ttee
on Co-oper

‘

ation in India , that they w ish clearly
to expre s s the ir op inion that it i s to true co-ope ra
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t ion a lone , that i s , to a co -operation whi ch recog
n ises the mo ra l a spect of the que st ion tha t Govern
men t must look for the ame l ioration of the ma sse s
and not to a pseudo-co -operat ive ed i fice , however
im po sm g, which i s bu i l t in ignorance of co -operative
p r inc i p le s .

'

With th i s standard before u s , we w i l l
not mea sur e the success of the movemen t by the

numbe r of co-opera t ive societie s formed , but by the
mora l cond ition of the co-opera tors . The reg i s trars
w i l l , in that even t , ensu re the mora l g row th of
ex isting societ ie s befo re mu l t iplying them . And the
Government w i l l make the ir promotion cond i tiona l ,
not upon the numbe r of soc ie ties they have regi s
tered , but the mora l succe s s of the ex i s ting institu
t ion s . Th i s w i l l mean tracin g the course of every
pie lent to the member s . Those responsib l e for
the prope r conduct of co -opera t ive societ ies w i l l
see to i t tha t the money advanced does not
find i t s way into the toddy- seller

'

s b i ll or into the
pockets of the keeper s of gambl ing dens . I would
excuse the rapacity of the M ahajan if it has suc
ceeded in keeping the gambl ing d ie or toddy from
the ryo t

’

s home .
A word perhaps about the Maha jan wil l not

be ou t of place . Co -Operat ion i s no t a new devic e .
The ryot s co-operate to drum out monkeys or b ird s
tha t de stroy the ir crops. They co -operate to u se a
common th rash ing floo r . I have found them co

operate to pro tect the ir cattle to the exten t of the ir
devo t ing the be st land for the g raz ing of the i r
catt le . And they have been found co -operat ing
aga in st a particu la r rapaciou s Mahajan . Doubt s
have been expressed as to the succe s s of co -opera
t ion because o f the t ightne ss of the Mahajan

'

s hold
on the ryo ts . I do not share the fears . The
m ight iest Mahajan must

,
if he repre sent an . evil

force , bend be fore co -operat ion , conce ived a s an
essential ly mora l movement

,
But my lim ited exper i

ence of the Mahaja n of Cham paran has made me
revise the accepted opinion about hi s

'

blight ing
m fluence .

’

I have found him to be not always
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re lentless , not always exacting of the last p ie . He
some t imes serve s h is cl ients in m any ways and even
come s to thei r re scue in the hou r o f the i r d i stress .
My observation i s so l imited that I dare not d raw
any conclus ions from it , bu t I re spectfully enquire
whether i t i s no t po ssibl e to make a seriou s e ffort to
draw ou t the good in the Maha jan and he l p .h im or
induce him to throw out the ev i l in him . May he
not be induced to jo in the army of co-operation

,

o
r ha s experience proved that he is past pray ing
or
I note that the movement takes note of a l l ind i

genou s industr ie s . I beg publ ic ly to expre ss my
gratitude to Governm ent for help ing me in my
humble effort to im prove the l o t of the weave r .
The exper iment I am co nduc ting shows tha t there is
a vast fie ld for work in th i s d irect ion . No well
w ishe r of India , no patriot dare look upon the
impend i ng de struction of the hand - loom weaver with
equan im ity . As Dr . Mann ha s s ta ted , th is industry
used to su pply the peasant w ith an add itional source
of l ivel ihood and an in surance aga i n s t fam ine .
Every reg i strar who w il l nurse back to life thi s
important and grace ful indu stry wil l earn the gra t i
tude of Ind ia . My humble effort con si sts firstly in
mak ing researche s as to the poss ibi l it ie s of simpl e
reforms in the or thodox hand - looms , se cond ly , in
wean ing the educated you th from the crav ing for
Governmen t o r o the r serv ice s and the feel ing tha t
education render s h im un fi t for independent occupa
t ion and induc i ng him to take to weaving a s a ca l l ing
a s honourable a s that of a barr ister or a doctor ,
and th ird ly by he lp ing those weave rs who have
abandoned th e i r occupat ion to rever t to it , I w i l l
not weary the audience w i th any s tatemen t on the
f ir s t two parts of the exper iment . The th i rd may be
al lowed a few sen tences a s i t has a direc t bea r ing
upon the subject before u s . I wa s able to enter
upon it only s ix months ago . Five fam i l ie s that had
le ft off the ca l l ing have r ever ted to it and they
are doing a prosperous bus ine ss . The Ashram suppl ie s
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them at their door with the yarn they need ' its
volunteers take de l ivery of the cloth woven , paying
them cash at th e market ra te . The Ashram merely
loses intere st on the loan advanced for the yarn . It
ha s a s yet su ffered no los s and i s a ble to re str ict it s
loss to a minimum by l im i t ing the loan to a par ticu
lar figure . All future transaction s are stric t ly ca sh .

We are able to command a ready sa l e for the cloth
received . The loss of intere st , therefor e , on the
transac tion is negl igible . I wou ld l ike the aud ience
to note its purely mora l character from sta rt to
finish . The Ashram depends for its ex i stence on
such help a s fr iends render i t. We , therefore , can
have no warran t for charging in terest . The we aver s
could no t be saddled with i t . Whole fam il ie s that
were breaking to pieces a re put together again . The
use of the loan is pre-de termined . And we , the
middlemen , be ing volunteers , obta in the pr iv i lege of
entering into the l ive s of these familie s , I hope , for
their and ou r betterment . We cannot l ift them
without be ing l ifted ourselves . Th is la st rela tion
ship ha s not yet been deve loped , but we hope , a t an
ear ly date , to take in hand the education too of
these fam i lie s and not re st satisfied ti l l we h ave
touched them at every po int. Thi s is not too

amb i tious a dream . God w i ll ing , i t w ill be a rea l ity
some day. I have v entured to dilate upon the smal l
exper iment to i l lu stra te wha t I mean by co -opera
tion to present i t to others for imitat ion . Let us be
sure of our idea'. We shal l ever fa il to reali se
it , but we shou ld never cea se to str ive for i t. Then
th ere need be no fear of co -operation of
scoundrel s that R uskin so rightly dreaded .
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NATIONAL DR'SS'

I have h itherto successful ly re sisted to tempta
tion of either answer ing you r or Mr . Irwin

'

s cr i t i c
ism of the humb l e work I am do ing in Cham paran .

Nor am I go i ng to succumb now except w ith regard
to a matter which M r. Irw in has thought fit to dwel l
upon and abou t wh ich he ha s no t even taken the

troub le of be ing co rrectly informed . I refer to his
remarks on mymanne r o f dres sing .

My fam i l iari ty with the m inor amenities of
Western civ i l isa t ion ha s taught me to re spect my
nat iona l costume , and i t may intere st Mr . Irwin to
know that the dre ss I wear in Cham paran i s the
dre s s I have a lways worn in Ind i a except that for a
very short per iod in India I fe l l an ea sy prey in
common with the re s t o f my countrymen to the
wear i ng of sem i -European dres s in the cou rts and
e l sewhere outs ide Kathiawar . I appeared before the
Kath iawar courts now 21 year s ago in prec ise ly the
dress I wear in C ham paran .

One change I have made and it is' that , hav ing
taken to the occupation of w eav ing and agriculture
a nd having taken the vow o f S wade sh i , my cloth ing
i s now e nt ire ly hand-woven and hand-sewn and
made by me or my fe l low workers . Mr . Irwin

’

s
letter sugge sts tha t I appear be fore the ryots i n a
dre ss I have temporar i ly and specia l ly adopted in
Cham paran to produce an effect . The fac t is that I
wear the nationa l dre s s because i t is the most
natura l a nd the most becoming for an Indian . I
bel ieve that our copying of the European dr ess i s a
s ign o f ou r deg radat ion , hum i liation and our weak
ness , and that we are committ ing a na t ional s in in
di scard ing a dres s which is best su i ted to the Indian

'R ep ly. to M r . I rwin
’

s cr itic ism of hi s dress in the Pi oneer .
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cl imate and which , fo r its s impl ici ty , art and cheap
ness , i s not to be beaten on the face of the earth and
which answers hyg ien ic requ irements . Had i t not
been for a fa l se pr ide and equal ly fa l se notions of
pre stige , Engl ishmen here would long ago have
adopted the Ind ian costume . I may ment ion inci
denta l ly tha t I do not go about Cham paran bare
headed . I do avoid shoe s for sacred rea sons . Bu t I
find too that i t i s more natu ral and hea l thier to

avoid them whenever poss ible .

I am sorry to inform Mr. Irwin and you r reader s
that my e steemed friend Babu Br ijakisho re Pra sad ,
the

'

ex-Hon . Member of Counc i l ,
'

s ti l l rema in s
unregenera te and re ta in s the prov inc ia l cap and
never wa lks barefoot and kick s up a te rrib le
noise even in the hou se we are l iv ing in by wea r ing
wooden sanda l s . He has st .l l not the courage , in sp i te
of most admirable con tact w ith me , to d i sca rd h i s
semi-angl icised dress and whenever he goes to see
official s he puts h is legs into the bifurcated garment
and on his own admi ss ion torture s h imself by cramp
ing his feet in inela stic shoe s . I cannot induce h im
to believe that h i s c l ien ts won

'

t de sert h im and the
courts won

'

t pun ish h im if he wore h i s more becom
ing and less expensive dhoti . I ‘inv ite you and Mr .

Irw in not to bel ieve the stor ies tha t the latte r
hear s about me and my friends , bu t to jo in me in the
crusade a ga in st educated Ind ia n s abandon ing their
m anners , habits and cu stoms which are not proved to
be bad or harm ful . Fina l ly I venture to warn yo u
and Mr. Irw in that you and he w i l l i l l-serve the cau se
both of you consider is in danger by reason of my
presence in Cham paran if you cont i nue , a s you have
done , to base your stricture s on unproved fa cts . I
ask you to accept my a ssurance that I shou ld deem
myself unworthy of the friendsh ip and confidence of
hundreds of my Engl i sh fr iends and a ssoc iates— no t

all of them fel low cranks—if in s im ilar c ircumstances
I acted toward s them d ifferently from my own

countrymen.
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