
THE WAR ININD IA.

«W AW W MAMA W AN AA

D E S PAT CH E S
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

LT .
-GEN. VISCT . HARD INGE,

@be Qfiohemouéfieneta l of IinDia ;

THE RIGHT HONOUBABLE

GENERAL LORD GOUGH,

MAJOR-GENERAL

SIR HARRY SMITH, BART . ,

AND OTHER D OCUMENT S
COMP R IS ING THE ENGAGEMENT S OF

MO OD KE E , FE R O Z E SHAH , AL IWAL ,

AND

S OBRAON

WITHAMAP OF THE COUNTRY ,AND SEVENPLANS OF THE P OS I T IONS

OF THE ARMY .

fi etoub i EDition .

IAD PJIHD PJ :
J O HN O L L I V I E R

, 5 9 , P A L L M A L L ;

AND

ACKERMANN Co .

,
96

,
STRAND .

1846 .



WTERRATIONA
'

. RELAHORS

L OND ON

P R INT L D [3 1
’ '

l
‘

. BRET
'

I
‘

EL L , RU P E R
'

I S T R EET ,
IIAYMARKET .



TABLE OF CONTENT S ,

Minu te by the Governor-Genera l o f Ind i a
The Governor-General to the Secre t C omm i ttee
Th e Governor-General to th e C omm ander- in -Ch ief
The Secre tary to th e Governm en t o f In di a, to th e Governor -General’s Agen t
Th e Po l i ti cal Agen t to th e C omm ander-in -Ch ief
D espa tch o f th e Governor-Genera l o f Indi a
Th e Po l i ti cal Agen t to th e C omm ander-in -Ch i ef
Th e Governor-General to th e S ecretary to th e Governm en t o f I ndi a
The C omm ander-in -Ch ief to th e Agen t to th e Governor-General
The Go vem o r-General’s Agen t to th e Secre tary to Governmen t
The Agen t to the Governor -General to th e Lahore Vakeel
The Governor General to the Secre t C omm i ttee

Proc lamationMOO D KE E .

T h e C ommander-in -Ch i ef to Go ve rn o rvGe n eral

Re tum of K i ll ed and Woun ded— Ba t tle ofMo o dke e
Ordnan ce captlu e d do .

FER O Z E SHAH .

T h e C omm ander- in -Ch i ef to th e Go ve rn o r cGen eral

Re turn o f Kil led and Wounded— B attle of Fe ro ze sh ah
o f Ordn ance cap tured do

T h e Governor-General to C omm a nder-in -Ch i ef
Maj or-General S ir John L i ttl er to th e Adj 1.1tan t-General o f th e Army

G i lber t to C omm ander-i h -Ch ief
Proclam ation b y th e Go vem o rn Gen e ra l o f Ind i a
No tifi cation of th e Governor-General
G eneral Orders o f Governor-General
a,
AL IWAL .

Gen eral Order o f the G overnor-General o f I nd ia
The C omm an der-in -Ch icf to Governor-General

all

6 1

65

09

Page



Maj or-General Sm i th to th eAdjutan t Ge n e ral o f th e Arm y
Return o f K ill ed and Wounded— B attle ofAl iwa l

Ord nan ce cap tured .
Pe nci l Express wri tten on th e F i el d o f B attl e by Sir H arry Sm i th
S OBRAON.

Th e Governor-General to th e S ecre t Comm i tte e
Proclam at ion
G eneral Order by th e Governor-G eneral
The Comm ander-in -Ch ief to Govern or-General
Re turn of Ki lled and Wounded— B attle of S obraon
Proclam a ti on
Extrac t o f a Le tter from th e Comm an der-in -Ch i ef
T h e C omm ander-in -C h i ef’s Letter quo ted in th e House o f Commons b y S ir

Rober t Peel
General O rder by th e Governor-General
Th e Govern men t Secretary to th e Go vern o ro Gen e ral

The Comm an der-in -Ch ief to th e Governor-General
G eneral Order by th e Governor-General
Governmen tNo tifi cati on sNo s . 1 to 3
Treaty between th e B ri ti sh Governmen t and th e S tate o f Lah ore’

S ta te V i s i t o f th e Governor-General to th e Maharaj ah at La hore
Treaty be tween th e Bri ti sh Governm en t an d Mah araj ah Gholah S in gh
Vo te o f Thanks to th e Army in Ind i a— House o f Lords

H ouse of C omm ons
Speech o f S ir Robert Pee l
Vo te of Th anks o f Par li amen t—Al m a . and S OBRAON
Extrac t o f the E arl of Ripon’s Speech
Rem arks o f th e Duke o f Well ington
Extrac t o f S ir Robert Pee l’s Speech
T hanks o f the E as t Indi a C omp any to the Army in Indi a
Th anks o f the C ourt o f Co mm on C ounci l , London , to th e Arm y in In di a ; wi th

the Freedom o f th e C i ty , in Gol d Boxes, val ue 1 00 gui neas, to V i s
coun t H ardin ge, Lord Gough , an d Maj or-G eneral S ir Harry Smith ,
B art .

An nu i ti es gran te d to Vi scoun t H ardi nge and Lord Gough
S erv ices o f Vi scoun t Hard inge

o f Lord Gough
S ta tis tical Accoun t of th e Gen eral Ac tion s in wh ich Lord Gough commanded

in ch ief
Re turns o f Her Maj es ty’s regimen ts wi th the army o f th e Su tl ej— the ir s trength

an d casual t ies

i b .

191

192

1 94

1 96

183

185

1 90



WAR WI TH THE SIKHS .

Minute by th e G o vern or G en era l of I nd ia .

J un e l 6th , 1 845 .

A s the time has n ow arrived when preparations will require

to be made for the j ourney o f the Governor-General to the

Upper Provin ces , I consider it most advisable to consul t my

co lleagues before any steps are taken to carry that in tention into

effect .

Un der ordin ary circumstances I should have desired , o n public

grounds
,
to remain the next Winter and summer at Calcutta

,
in

order to have the advantage of the experience and advice o f the

Council
,
by which course the usual business of the Government

can be transacted with more unity , regularity and general satis

faction than when the Governor-General i s separated from h is

colleagues .

On the other hand , it is clearly my duty to place myself in that

position
,
as regards the exercise o f my functions

,
by which I can

most advantageously apply my exertions for the service o f the

State .
In thi s

,
as in every other case , the real question for decision is,

whether it is more for the public interests that I should this

autumn proceed to the Upper Provinces , o r remain at the usual

seat of Government .

Between m y colleagues and myself there has always existed a

most anxious desire, and perfect unison o f opinion
,
that no efforts

B
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or precautions should be spared to maintain a Sikh Government

in the P unj aub as long as it may be possible .

To carry the pacific policy of the Governmen t o f India into

effect
,
we have been content to suffer great inconvenience, con

sid e ra b le expense , and some risk ,
n ecessarily caused by the pre

sence of a large disorganised Sikh force on the frontier, requiring,
o n our part, an army to be assembled for th e protection o f o ur

frontier
,
and in close contact with that o f the Sikhs ; I need not

enter into the consideration o f the various questions o f solicitude

which are involved
,
in the proximity of a Sikh army

,
in a suc

c e ssful state o f mut iny , so close upon our frontier .

We have never relinquished the hope that some amelioration
may eventually take place , affording the prospect o f the re

establishment o f a Sikh Government
,
able to carry on its ordinary

functions . We have never abandoned the expectation that
,
after

anarchy and military violence have long prevailed
,
these disorders

,

having reached their maturity
,
might subside

,
worn o ut and

exhausted by their o wn virulence o r that some man o f superior

capacity and master mind might appear amongst them
,
able to

control this mutinous army
,
and to re -construct a strong Sikh

Government .

I must confess that these hopes have not been strengthened by

recent events ; and now that we can , at this season , when all

military Operations are nearly suspended
,
deliberately review the

pol it ical and military condition of the P unj aub , I can arrive at n o
other conclusion than that the state o f o ur relations with that

country has become more critical than it has been at any time
ince Raj ah H e e ra S ingh’s death .

When the fi nances o f the S tate shall be found to be insuffi cient
to pay the troops , a state o f things may arise at any moment

requiring the instant decision o f the highest authority o n the
spot .

The instructions which we may send from Calcutta may be
very proper, and applicable to the state o f things which may have

happened on the frontier ten d ays before
,
when the report was
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made ; and may, when the instructions are received , twenty days

after the event, be totally inapplicable .

In ordinary transactions this i s an inconvenience, but in the

state o f the P unj aub it is positively dangerous .
I have a fi rm conviction that the chances o f preserving peace

will be diminished by the powerless state in which the Govern

ment would be placed
,
by not being able to act With decision and

promptitude
,
and that opportunities would be lost o f effecting

some good
,
and of preventing m uch mischief

,
if in the state o f the

P unj aub the responsible au thority o f the Government remains

more than miles Off, at the other extremity o f Bengal ; it

appears to me
,
therefore

,
to be expedient

,
as a means o f averting

risk
,
and o f carrying o ur policy m ore securely into effect

,
that the

Governor-General should
,
in the month o f October n ext, proceed

to the Upper Provinces
,
and that the authority should be entrusted

to him with which the l aw enables the Council to invest him ,

when separated from his colleagues .

Having given my decided opinion that, under existing circum

stances
,
it will be the duty of the Governor-General to proceed

to the Upper Provinces in the autumn , I have to request the

attention o f my colleagues to this subj ect, at their earliest co n

ve n ie n ce .

H . HARD INGE .

I concur
,
T . H . MAD D OCK .

I concur
,
F . M ILLETT .

I concur
, GEO . POLLOCK .

As the separation o f the Governor-General from the Council

requires the sanction o f a law, I presume it is proper that I should

record my opinion upon the proposition .

I concur
,
C . H . CAMERON .
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T h e Go verno r G en era l to th e S ecre t Committee .

On th e R ive r Ga nge s, ofMo nghy r, 30 S ep temb e r, 1845 .

The forbearance o f the Government o f India has been carried

to an exten t beyond that which has been customary . Every

military precaution h a s , however, been taken ; advice and

warnings have been repeatedly conveyed to the Lahore Govern

ment in the plainest language even the risk of giving offence by

such language has been incurred , rather than fail in the essential

point o f clearly defi ning the nature o f our policy
,
and of having

that policy well understood . I am convinced that o ur desire to
see the Maha Rajah’s government re -established o n a ba sis of

independence and strength , is well known to the m ost influen tial

and leading chiefs . Their personal interests, endangered by the

democratic revolution , so successfully accomplished by the Sikh

army
,
may induce those chiefs to exert all their efforts to compel

the British Government to interfere ; but these attempts, and

a n y danger resulting from them , will be attributable, not to our

forbearance
,
but to their personal fears for life and property .

Y o u may be assured that, whilst I shall omi t no precautions,
and be prepared for any event , I shall persevere in the direct
course I have hitherto pursued , o f endeavouring, by moderation ,
good faith

,
and friendly advice , to avert the necessity o f British

interference by force o f arms in the affairs o f the P unj aub .

T he Governo r Gen era l to th e Comma nd er-in Ch i ef .

Agra , Octob er 24, 1 845 .

I h ave the honour to inform your Excellency that, on or before

the 12th o f November arrangements will have been made, by

which the commissariat department will be prepared to equip

nearly two-third s of the force at , and in advance o f, Meerut, with

th e necessary means o f marching at the shortest notice .

The extent to which it may be expedient to be prepared wi th
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this description o f equipment must always be dependent o n co n

t ingent events
,
which fluctuate

,
in an unsettled Government like

that o f Lahore, in a manner which defi es al l ordinary calculations

o f probable results .

In the present state o f o ur relations with the Lahore Govern

ment
,
your Excellency is aware that I do not anticipate the pro

h ability of any emergencies arising which can require the army ,
under your Excellency’s orders

,
to take the fi eld this autumn .

Nevertheless, having to deal with a mutinous Sikh army , which

has usurped the functions o f the Government , and whose caprice

may
,
at any tim e, force on a rupture with o ur forces o n the

fron tier, I have deemed it advisable to be prepared with the means

Of movement to the extent noted in the 7 Troops o f Horse Ar ti l l ery .
o 6 Com pani es Foo t A r til l ery .m a rgm and as It IS d e sn '

ab l e that
4 L igh t F i el d Ba t ter ies .

the arrangement should be made o n 2 R eg im en ts o f Dragoons .
3 R egimen ts o f Ligh t Cavalry.

the most econom i cal scale , the whol e 5 R egimen ts European Infan try.
will be hired at the halting rates . gfig

i

gi
r

i

’

: g
a

ggis
l

g
f

fi i
t

zlgs.

If
,
as I expect

,
the tone o f the La 2 Regimen ts I rregular Cavae

hore Durbar should continue to be more fi ‘ie n dly , as has been the

case since Sirdar Jowa h ir Singh’s death , I shall be anxious, accord

ing to events
,
gradually to diminish the scale o f the present pre

paratio n ,
which

,
as before , is strictly o f a defensive character .

No provision has been made for the baggage animals of the

European officers, according to the decision o f the Government

o f India last year . The number required would probably exceed

camels .
Lieutenant-Colonel Parsons , the Deputy Commissary-General ,

will be instructed to communicate with your Excellency o n this

subj ect
,
and will postpone his usual tour o f i nspection for on e

month .
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T h e D esp a tch of th e Go vern o r-Gen era l of I nd ia to the S ecre t

Commi ttee of th e E a st I nd ia Compa ny .

Camp , Umba lla , D e cemb er 2, 1 845 .

I left Delhi o n the 19th ultimo, [November,] making the usual

marches toward s Kurn aul and Umballa, with the intention o f

meeting the Commander-in -Chief at the latter place
,
who was o n

his way to inspect the troops at Meerut, Delhi , and other districts .

On the 22n d November I received from Major Broadfoot the
offi cial despatch dated the 20th November*, detailing the sudden

intention of the Sikh army to advance in force to the frontier,
fo r the avowed purpose o f invading the British territories .

The letter o f the 20th was succeeded by a private communi

cation o f the following day* , stating the same facts, and inclosing

news
,
letters

,
and papers o f intelligen ce rece ived from Lahore

,

which professed to give an account of the circumstances which

have led to the present movement, and which would appear (if

these papers are to be depended upon) to have originated with the

Ranee and certain of the Sirdars, who felt the pressure o f the

demands o f the army to be so urgent , and its present attitude

and temper so perilous to their existen ce
,
that they d esired to

turn the thoughts o f the troops to the obj ects which might divert

their attention from making extortionate demands fo r higher pay
,

by employing their energies in hostile operations agains t the

British Government .

The precautions already adopted to provide against the possi
b il ity of our forces being unprepared to meet any movement of

the Sikh army this season , and the arrangements made by the

Commander-in -Chief, o n the receipt o f Major Bro adfo o t
’

s in te ll i

ge n ce
i i
, rendered it, in my opinion , unnecessary to allow these

reports of invasion to make any change in my movements
.
I

arrived o n th e 26th at Kurma n l , where the Commander-in -Chief

met me , having proceeded from Umballa by dak, return ing to

his camp the same evening ; o n the same day I was also joined by
Major Broadfoot .

The despatches h ere al luded to fol low th i s o f the Governor -General , see pp . 1 7 an d 22.
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I had the satisfaction o f concurrin g in al l the orders which his

Excellen cy had given , to hold the troops in readiness to move at

the shortest notice, and in the instructions which he had sent to

the offi cers in command o f the stations at Ferozepore and L o o
diana . The force at the former post consists o f one European

regiment
,
seven regiments o f native infantry

, tw o regiments of

native cavalry , and twenty-four fi eld guns , exclusive o f heavy

ordnance . The force at L o o d ian a consists of one regimen t of

Europeans
,
fi ve regiments o f native infantry , o n e regiment o f

native cavalry
,
and two troops o f horse artillery .

After a full and satisfactory consultation with his Excellency
,

and taking into consideration the improbabil ity o f the Sikh army

crossing the Sutlej
,
I determ ined that no movement should be

made towards the river by the forces from Umballa and Meerut
,

and I postponed
,
for further consideration with his Excellency

,

any change in the present distribution of the troops ; eventually

some alterat ions will be made , which , when they have been fi nally

determin ed upon between me and the Commander-in -Chief
,
will

be reported to you . At the present moment his Exce l le n cv

coincides with me that no forward movement is required .

In the midst of much hesitation and irresolution
,
the enter

prise ordered by the S ikh Governmen t does not appear to have

been formally abandoned ; the intelligence received by Maj or

Bro adfo o ti i , o n th e day o f his j oining my camp showed that the

three brigades o f the S ikh force had actually left Lahore a few

miles in advance
,
to be followed the next morning by three other

brigades
,
including o n e of artillery . This was on the 24th ultimo .

The intelligence received from that date has been communicated

to me by Maj or Broadfoot each day, as it arrives .

It i s said they intend , in reply to Maj or Bro ad fo o t
’

s remon

strance
,
to allege that the fact o f our havin g collected so large

a force
,
with all the mun itions of war , on the frontier, i s the cause

o f the concentration o f their forces o n th e Sutlej that they

The desp a tch es h ere alluded to fol l ow th i s o f th e G overnor-G eneral , se e p . [7 .
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in tend to demand the reasons o f o ur preparations ; to insist On

the surrender to the Lahore Government o f the treasure which

belonged to the late Raj ah So o ch eyt Singh ; the restoration by the

Raj ah o f Nabba o f the village o f Mowran , escheated by the Raj ah ,
and the escheat confi rmed by us ; and henceforth the free pas

sage o f their troops into the Lahore possessions o n this side the

Sutlej .

I n e ed on ly remark, o n the fi rst an d most essential point, that

the Sikh army did
,
in the beginning of last J anuary, prepare to

move to the Sutlej . The political agent remonstrated , and the

troops were withdrawn : the reason then assigned for the move

ment being the same as that now intended to be brought forward ,
n amely

,
the state o f our military preparations on th e frontier .

The Governor-General in Council
,
in a despatch to Maj or Broad

foot o f the 25th January, entered into very full explana

tions
,
which were conveyed to the Lah ore Vakeel .

The Governmen t o f India, through its political agent, has

more than once complained o f the inconvenience and expense of

being obliged to retain so large a Brit ish force o n the frontier, in

consequence o f the ungovernable misconduct of the Sikh army—n

a fact well known and never contradicted by the Lahore Govern

ment .

A s regards the past
,
it is clear that no cause o f complaint has

been given by the Government o f India . If it should be asserted

that our mil itary preparations this autumn have given offence,
the assertion is equally unfounded

,
and is a mere pretext fo r

hostile proceedings which have originated in the political weak

ness and the internal dissensions o f the Lahore Government
,

and , above all , in their desire to be released , o n any terms, from

the terror which the ferocity o f their o wn tr0 0 ps has inspired .

The proof is to be found in the fact that
,
at the time these dis

orderly movements commenced
,
no additional British troops had

reached our frontier stations . The additional regiment o f nat ive

infantry
,
d estined for th e reinforcement o f Ferozepore, had not

Th is despa tch fol l ows nex t i n th is col l ec ti on
,
p . l ] .
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arrived . At L o o d ian a , o n e o f the two regiments of native cavalry

had actually marched for Scinde before i t was relieved
,
leaving that

post
,
as it is at present , with o n e regiment, instead o f the usual

complement of two regiments of cavalry . At the other stations no

alteration had been made
,
and the troops which had marched were

peaceably engaged in completing the annual reliefs, according to

custom at this season .

I have given these detail s to show the hollow pretences of

such assertions
,
if they should be made .

I do not believe that this alleged grievance
,
o r any o f the other

demands
,
will be made, o r if made

,
that they will be pressed ;

but I need not say that they will and must be resisted .

Such is the state o f affairs at the present moment, and , a l

though my conviction i s strong that the Sikh army w ill be

deterred from acts o f aggression , o n account o f the state o f our

military preparation
, y e t it i s by no means impossible that we

may be forced at any moment into war
,
and that Operations, on a

very extended scale, may be immediately n ecessary .

Fo r this altern ative I have made all preparations . Orders

will be despatched to bring up
,
from stations in the rear of

Meerut, the additional forces noted in the m argin
i i
,
which

,
with

the concurrence of the Commander-in -Chi ef
,
will be cantoned ,

with the exception of the European artillery
,
at or near Kimma,

twenty-eight miles from L o o dia n a , and ten miles in advance of

Sirhind . Thi s intention will not be divulged at the present

moment, pending events at Lahore ; and no step will b e taken

calculated to excite alarm which in prudence can be dispensed

with . The commissariat arrangements are nearly complete
, o n

a scale adapted for defensive purposes
,
enabling the forces to

march in any direction at the shortest notice .

My views and measures will be anxiously directed to avoid a

recourse to arms , a s long as it may be possible . On this point

my determination is fi xed . A t the same time it i s very apparent,

Four comp an i es o f E uropean arti ll ery, from Caw npore ; one troop o f E uropean
horse ar til lery, four regimen ts o f native caval ry, fi ve di tto n at ive in fan try .
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from the general aspect of affairs , that the period is fast approach

ing when further changes will take place at Lahore, and that the

weak government of the Regent will be subverted by the violence

of the troops, instigated by the intrigues o f the party favourable

to Raj ah Gholah Singh .

Up to the present hour , no act o f open hostility has been

committed .

I shall n o t con sider the march o f the Sikh troops in hostile

array towards the banks o f the Sutlej
,
as a cause j ustifying hos

til itie s, i f no actual violation o f o ur frontier should occur . The

same privilege which we take to adopt precautionary measures

o n our side must be conceded to them . Every forbearance shall

be shown to a weak Government, struggling fo r assistance against

its own soldiers in a state o f successful mutiny .

I have no cause to doubt the loyalty o f o ur admirable n ative

army
,
but I have every reason to bel ieve that endeavours have

been systematically made
,
o n a very extensive scale

,
to tamper

with them ; that promises o f promotion and reward have been

lavishly made ; and that their religious prej udices h ave been

forcibly appealed to .

Some chiefs o f influence o n this side, and with estates on both

sides o f the river , are anxious to come forward to prove them

selves unconnected with th e present movement against us
,
and

to evince their adherence to o ur interests . T h e answer I have

desired may be given to them is , that we do not anticipate that

the Sikhs will proceed to unprovoked hostilities ; but that, should

such be the case, the parties who have estates o n o ur side the

Sutlej
,
and prove by their conduct their true adherence to the

British Government
,
will be protected from any consequences to

which such conduct might render them liable o n account of their

position in th e P unj aub .

I have every reason to be satisfi ed with the ability, energy, and

sound j udgment displayed by Major Broadfoot in the course of

these proceeding
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Letter referred to in the despatch o f the Governor-General ,
dated D ecember 2, 1845 2

T h e S ecre ta ry to th e G o vernmen t of I nd ia to the Go vern o r

G en em l
’

sAgen t.
Fort Wi l l iam , 25th J anuary , 1845 .

S I R ,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt o f the copy o f

your letter o f the 15th instant* ,
addressed to the Commander-in

Chief, o n the subj ect o f the alarms which prevailed at Lahore

when you wrote
,
and the movement o f troops towards the Sutlej

,

in consequence o f certain rumours o f orders alleged to have been

issued by the Commander-in -Chief at Umballa .

2 .
— In the absence o f information o f the orders which may have

been g iven by the Commander-in -Chief, and which probably his

Excellency could not have avoided giving, the Governor-General

in Council is disposed to attrib ute this manifestatio n o f alarm in

some m easure to th e successful intrigues o f the party o f Gh o lab

S ingh at Lahore, which party, by detachin g a portion o f the S ikh
a rmy towards the Sutlej

,
would weaken its efforts

,
then about to

be directed in operations against that R aj ah .

3 .
—Another cause which may have had some weight in the

above movement
,
may be the anxiety o f the Lahore Government

to get rid o f an army which is more formidable to its friends than

its enemies
,
from the immediate vicinity o f the seat o f Govern

ment ; and it may be convenient to ascribe thi s movement to the

orders fo r military preparations issued at Umballa .

4 .
-Be this as it may , the Governor-General in Council desires

me to refer you to the letter, Secret D epartment, o f the l 0th

instant
,
addressed to the Commander-in -Chief, o f which a copy

was sent with my despatch o f the same date, No . 1 7 , and to beg

you forthwith to state to the D urbar the exact truth , as follows :

5 .

—That a barrack fo r a European regiment o f infantry had fo r

a length o f time been ordered to be constructed at Ferozepore , o f

T h is l e tter is th e n ex t in th is col l ec ti on , p . 15 .
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which the foundations are already laid ; that the Governor

General in Coun cil , perceiving during the autumn the state o f

weakness in which the Government o f the Maharaj ah had been fo r

some time, under his H ighnessW uze e r Raj ah H e e ra S ingh , had

postponed to give orders fo r the completion o f this building, in

order that no ques tion might arise
,
exciting any doubt o r j ealousy

o f our intention o n the part o f the Government o f the Maharaj ah

o r o f the Sikh a rmy .

6 .
—That the British force station ed atFerozepore has remained

o f the same strength as before, notwithstanding the recent violent

proceedings o f the S ikh army against its own Governm ent, which

conduct it is unnecessary now to comment upon
,
otherwise than

to repeat that it is conduct utterly repugnant to British feel ing

and British policy ; and that this army has become so notoriously

beyond controul , that the Governor-General in Council, always

anxious to preserve the tranquillity o f the Sikh states under h is

protection , will , under existing circumstances , now proceed to

complete the buildings at Ferozepore according to his original

intention, and also to reinforce that post by an additional force o f
native infantry .

7 .
-Y o u are requested to impress on the Vakeel

,
that the same

forbearance has been shown since the death o f the W uze e r R aj ah
H e e ra S ingh , in order to evince the friendly feel ing o f the
Governor-General in Council towa rds the Maharajah

,
in proof

o f which yo u will advert to the sentiments expressed in the
Governor-Gen eral in Counc il’s letter to your address

,
and which

yo u were desired to convey as from yourself to the Vakeel o f the
15th instant , stating that if any attempts be made by violent

proceedings to bring about any change
,
such as the army pro

claiming Peshwa Singh as successor to his H ighness the Mahara

j ah , whom the British Government has recognised
,
that yo u

would not feel yourself j ustified in recognising
,
without special

orders, a chief whose power had been acquired by such means .
8 .
—You will observe to the Vakeel that

,
in despite o f th e

friendly conduct o f the Governor-General in Council
,
a portion
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o f the Sikh army h a s been moved towards the Sutlej , o n the

pretext o f rumours from the cantonments o f Umballa ; and you

will say
,
that the Governor-General in Council advises the

Maharaj ah’s Government to disregard rumours an d n ewspaper

reports
,
over which the Governor-General in Council exercises

no controul

9 .
—Y o u will impress upon th e D urbar Vakeel that y o u possess

the confidence o f the Governor-General in Council , and that

your instructions are to declare the truth plainly to H is H igh

ness’s Government , reiterating the same sentiments as those

con veyed by your predecessor, that the Governor-General in

Council has a sincere desire to see a strong Government re -esta

b l ish e d at Lahore , such as that which existed at the time o f o ur

faithful ally, H is H ighness Maharaj ah Runj e e t Singh .

l O.
— Having taken the opportunity which this movement o f

Sikh troops towards the Sutlej so sui tably affords, o f declaring

our intentions as to the military arrangements about to be made

at Ferozepore , you will state that the British Government does

not desire to interfere in the internal affairs o f the P unj aub ; that

th e Governor-General in Council regrets the embarrassments

under which the S ikh Government at present labours
,
and

sincerely trusts that they may be overcome by firmness and

prudence .

1 1 .

— In making these communications , y ou will modify them ,
i f

necessary
,
in reference to any events which have occurred in the

interval which must unavoidably elapse before your receipt o f

them
,
taking care not to commit the Government o f India to any

l ine o f action involving any principle o f policy not in accordance

with the spirit o f your instructions .

l Q .
— Y o u will continue to do everything in your power to co n

v ince the Government o f Lahore o f the good faith o f the Govern .

ment o f India, so as to enable the Sikh Government to direct the

efforts o f their army to the legitimate obj ect o f coerc ing its

enemies ; and , if the opportunity should occur, you will , without

exciting any irritation
,
but in the m ost friendly terms, sta te that
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the Governor -General in Council has, in consideration o f the

d iffi cult circumstances in which the Government o f the Mah araj ah

is placed
,
and fo r other obvious reasons , hitherto forborn e to make

the unruly and ungovernable condition o f the Sikh army a sub

j e ct o f formal remonstrance to th e Maharaj ah . The Governor

General in Council trusts that a returning sense o f the duty which

the army owes to the Maharaj ah may avert the necessity o f his

taking any such step
,
and that he may hear that which will be

much more gratifying to him, that it has obed iently m arched

against his H ighness
’s enemies, and honourably fulfilled the true

functions o f an army, by supporting the j ust authority o f its

Sovereign and his Government .

l 3 .
—You will und erstand that this caution , although incidentally

given , will be distinctly delivered . The state o f this army
,
the

Governor-General in Council observes , so close upon o ur frontier
,

m ay become an intolerable n uisance ; and , although it would be

a mockery to expect that the Lahore Government, in the state o f

anarchy and weakness in which it a t present can scarcely be said

to exist, can regulate the conduct o f an army which exercises over

that Government daily acts o f coercion and tyranny ; nevertheless,
the Governor-General i n Council deems it expedient that a notice,
in th e most guarded terms

,
should be given o f the great in co n

ve n ie n ce to which the British Governm ent is exposed , and o f

which , i f th e Lahore Government was in a state o f greater strength

and responsibility, th e Governor-General in Council would j ustly
have cause to complain .

l 4 .

— You will observe
,
in the letter o f the Governor-General in

Council to the Commander-in -Chief
, o f the l 0th January, that

the reinforcements , European and native, to be posted at Feroze

pore , were not to be moved up by the Commander-in -Chief
,

unless o n a report o f an emergency from yourself ; and that, in

that letter to the Commander-ih -Chief
,
the Governor—General in

Council would be satisfied if the reinforcements were posted

towards the end o f March andApril— so short a time before the

river would become unfordable as to be no longer a source o f



WAR WITH TH E S IKHS . 15

uneasiness to the S ikh Government
,
and at the same time placing

o ur advanced post in that cond ition to be able to defend the post

and the passage o f the river
,
in which

,
under existing circum

stances, it ought at all times to remain .

l 5 .
— I am d irected to take this opportunity to send you a co py

o f papers, b y which y o u will be apprised that two additional

native regiments o f infantry have been ordered up
,
making the

additional four between Meerut a nd the Sutlej
, o n e European

regiment, two battalions o f European artillery, seven regiments

o f native infantry, and one N . I . horse artillery .

16 .
— This movement o f the Sikh army towards the Sutlej an d

its mutinous un governable state, wi ll be your answer to any
questions which may arise as to British reinforcements arriving
o n the Sutlej o r its immediate neighbourhood .

I have
, &c .

,

F. CURR IE .

Letter referred to in the preceding Letter .

Th e P o li tica l Agen t to th e Comma nd er
- in Ch i ef .

Camp , L askar-Kh as -ke e -S era i, J an ua ry 1 5,
S I R ,

I have the honour to enclose
,
fo r your Excellency’s

information , a translation o f an extract from Lahore intelligence

received last night .

2 .

—Coming immediately after the reports respecting European

troops
,
which I had yesterday the honour o f mentioning ,

this

caused extreme excitement
,
and among other resolutions, one was

to demand explanations from me . In order to enable me to meet

these demands
,
if made

,
I beg that your Excellency will do me the

favour o f saying whether there has been any thing o f the kind

described as having occurred at Umballa , or whether the whole i s

not m ere idle rumour .

3 .
—Asecond despatch , arrived th is evening, brings further in

te l lige n ce on this subj ect, and I regret that in consequence o f
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these appearances o f preparation , o ur position with respect to the

D urbar is materially and unfavourably changed from what it was

three days before
,
and that there is now more risk o f collision

than there has been yet
,
seeing that the Ranee , from circum

stances not unlikely to deceive her, and others , suspects that we

are in co -operation with her enemies, and had appealed to the

troops at Lahore
,
communi cating to them the report o f the order

fo r preparation at
O

Umb a lla , ascribed to your Excellency, and the

troops have offered to do whatever she will sanction against the

English .

4 .
— But

,
though there is more risk o f disturbance n ow than fo r

merly
,
and though o ur intercourse with the Lahore state is, fo r

the moment
,
embarrassed yet I beg , with the utmost deference

to your Excellency’s better j udgment , to state that I consider

nothing as yet likely to occur , and indeed very little to be at

present possib le
,
wh ich could lead me to do more than make the

application usual in such cases fo r support from the offi cer com

manding the divi sion and that I do not even n ow propose
,
as fa r

as matters have yet gone
,
to cal l o n him to do more than maintain

his usual vigilance .

5 .
— The bulk o f the Lahore army had been lately sent by this

Government, in reliance on o ur good faith , against the Jumm o o

Rajahs , and towards Cashmere and the country beyond the

Jh e lum
,
which is disturbed supposing the D urbar to collect

every man in Lahore and its vicinity, including the garrison o f

Um ritsir and other detachments , to countermand the march o f the

tr0 0 ps now proceeding to Jumm o o , and allowing nothing fo r men

o n leave, o r sick , o r false In uste rs, they can only collect o f regular
troops as follows

Infantry

Cavalry 1
,
200

Artillery 1
,
530

T OTAL

a number inferior, I believe, to that o f the tr0 0 ps in the Sirhind
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division
,
and in a state o f such utter disorder that their nominal

l eaders cannot get them to face the armed peasantry o f J e sso ta s,

nor do anything but plunder the people, insult and beat their

officers
,
and return at will to their own homes . In addition to

this
,
they have

,
however

,
the following undisciplined tr0 0 ps :

Irregular infantry
,

two battalions o f Keera S ingh
’s

hill-men
,
who have joined the S ikhs fo r high pay , and have

received m uskets
,
and are now at drill

Irregular horse
,

including those at Um ritsir
, detached

to th e Sutlej , Jagh urd a rs, &c .

I think that the most probable source o f disturbance will be ,
that th e restriction to fourteen miles from Lahore o f their troops

detached towards the Sutlej will be wi thdrawn
,
and that this

d isorderly rabble will interrupt the dawks
,
and comm it outrages

o n the south side o f the river, as well as o n th e north ; but it

will be most likely in a way not easily distinguished from ordinary

gang robberies and forays .

I have
,
&c . ,

(S igned) G . BROADFOOT .

T he P o litica lAgen t to the Comma nd er-in Ch i ef .

Governor-Ge nera l’sAgen cy ,Novem ber 20 , 1 845 .

S IR ,

Since I had the honour o f waiting on your Excellency

to-day , I have received Lahore letters o f the 18th instant

(morning) .

D uring the night o f the 17 th the chiefs had agreed on , and

the D urbar had ordered in writing
,
the following plan o f

operations

The army was to be divided into seven divisions, one to remain

at Lahore
,
and the rest to proceed against R o o pa r and our hills ,

L o o d ia n a , Hurreke e , Ferozepore, and Scinde, while o n e wa s to

proceed to Peshawur ; and a force under Raj ah Gh o lab Singh was

to be sent toAttock .
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Each div ision wa s to be o f to men against Fero

ze po re ,
under Sham S inghAttare ewa l la , whose estates adj oin the

place against which it was to act . Against Hurreke e , is to go

R ajah Lal Singh ; against L o o d ian a , Sirdar Tej S ingh , the n ew

Commander-ih -Chief ; and against R0 0 par, a brother o f Sena

S ingh h I IIje e te e a .

The force under Sham Singh is to be horse and two

brigades o f infantry, with guns ; under R aj ah Lal S ingh ,
horse

,
and two infan try brigades ; under S irdar Tej Singh , four

brigades o f infantry (one o f them irregulars , a n d one new levies) ,
and horse

,
&c . ; but till the plans o f the D urbar are in

actual execution they cannot be considered fixed , and therefore

I do not trouble your Excellency with further details .

W ith respect to the probability o f their actual moving, I must

say that my correspondents in Lahore seem to doubt it , though

they are perplexed . The cause s ,
'

h o weve r, which have so sud

d e n ly led the D urbar to such lengths may carry it further ; and

indeed it is diffi cult to see h o w they can stop n ow without a

ch ange o f government— a thing not unlikely . Still , prudence

requires that we should a ct as if they would n o t change their

min ds , and I therefore most respectfully venture to submit to

your Excellency the following suggestions

First , that the carriage o f the tr0 0 ps in this division should be

drawn into the stations
,
both fo r security

,
and to enable the troops

to move at the shortest notice ; and that the European tr0 0 ps in

the h i lls should be held in readiness to ma rch ; to move them is a

work o f time, and needs some preparation . I shall write to the

sub-commissioner and the other local authorities without delay to

collect coolies ; but I shall be glad to hear from your Excellency

th e numbers required , and also on What roads supplies, &c . ,

should be go t ready .

W ith respect to further measures, I must o f course speak with

extreme d iffi d e n ce ; o n the whole
,
I am inclin ed still to hold the

Opinions that I had the honour o f expressing verbally ; and I m ay

n ow add , that the matter seems to have come to a pitch which
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m akes some notice o f i t by o ur Government n o t easily avoidable ;
and this being the case, and as the Governor-General i s so near ,
i t may be desirable to await his arrival

, o r his decision a s to the

extent o f what may be done
,
before making a nv movements,

unless we hear o f the S ikh a rmy having actually crossed the

Sutlej .

In all this
,
however

,
I speak with the utmost submission to your

Excellency’s better j udgment ; but I beg to add , that in whatever

your Excellency may decide on , I shall esteem it an honour to

I have
,
&c .

(S igned) G . BROADFOOT .

give it whatever a id I ca n .

77m Age n t to th e G overn o r G en era l to th e S ecre ta ry to th e

Go vernme n t of I nd ia .

Camp ,
I

'

mba l la ,

'

o vemb e r 20 , 1 845 .

I HAVE the honour to forward , fo r the information o f his

Excellency the Gov ernor-General , a copy o f a demi-o ffi c ia l letter

to his Excellency the Commander-in -Chief, as affairs at Lahore

assumed their present form .

No t to delay the messenger, I must reserve a fuller report till
to -morrow ; but I may add to what has been already communi

cate d demi-o ffi c ia l ly , and what will be gathered from my letters ,
that no complaint o f any kind h as been made to me by the

D urbar
,
and that the pretext o f a grievance alleged has been

dropped by the D urbar , and rej ected by the tr0 0 ps . The truth

is
,
all are in a false position , from th e unlooked -fo r results o f the

cry against the English
,
to serve a party purpose, and all , more

over
,
are ind ifferent to war with us, from their firm persuasion

that
,
if victorious , they will fi n d new means o f power and wealth ,

and
,
if beaten , that they will be , what most o f them desire, the

heads o f a subsidiary, instead o f an independent state .

This opinion h a s never received any coun tenance from me, but
the very contrary ; and the D urbar will by this time have received

the
pe rwa n n ah

which I addressed to the Vake e l , when the in
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trigue s which had led to the present state o f things assumed a

serious form . It will be seen from the enclosed copy o f it, that

n o warning could be plainer
,
a n d

,
as therein indicated , that it is

only a repetition o f former warnings .

Continued letters from my assistants
,
respecting the rumours

on the frontier
,
showed that o ur posts there were vigilant ; and I

abstained
,
therefore , from communicating with the military a uth o

ritie s, in order to prevent the D urbar having the smallest ground

to say that any menacing preparations o r movements o n o ur part

had been taken up
,
fo r this ground has been already alleged in their

consultations
,
asj ustifying their present movements ; n ay , e ve n after

I had yesterday received a communication o n the subj ect from the

Major-General commanding the division , I fo re b o re to write to hi s

Excellency the Comm an d e r~in -Chief, and even to-day I ventured

to recommend to his Excellency that n o steps sh ould be taken

fo r the present . Since then , however, authentic intelligence has

reached me that the D urbar has Openly adopted
,
and ordered in

writing ,
a fixed plan o f operations against the English

,
and I

,

accordingly
,
addressed to his Excellency the Commander-in

Chief the letter , o f which a copy is annexed .

I now only suggest abstinence from movement o n account o f the

vicinity o f the Governor-General , who will probably think the

matter now o n e which has gone too fa r to be left unnoticed
,

Whether the troops actually move from Lahore or not .
That I presumed to suggest any delay whatever is owing to this :

It appears to me that the frontier is to o long to be defensible in all

points by any force we can move ; that o ur two posts o n the frontier

are strong enough to m aintain themselves till relieved ; and that to

attempt reinforcements, therefore, in anticipation o f those o f th e

Sikhs would be useless as protectin g the open country
,
and m igh t

impede any operations which the Governor-General may resolve

o n . Moreover, the delay recommended is only o n e o f two or
three days

,
till an answer to this letter can be received .

The S ikh sirdars o n this side o f the Sutlej have fo r many m onths

past been called on to keep their tr0 0 ps in readiness to repel the
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invasion o f their territories, and I have now directed them to

prepare to repel the threatening aggression . I have
,
&c .

(S igned) G . BROADFOOT .

P . S .
— It i s right to add , that up to the last moment the regular

troops were discussing the propriety o fmurdering Rajah Lal S ingh

and Sirdar Tej Singh , and sending fo r Raj ah Gh o lab S ingh to

lead them . The two chiefs menaced look fo r escape to exciting

enthusiasm against the English . This may delay o r precipitate
invasion .

The Comma nd er-in Ch i ef to th eAgen t to the Go verno r G en era l .

Camp , Um ba lla, 20th Novem ber, 1845 .

S I R ,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt
,
this moment

,

o f your letters o f this date , conveying to me intelligence o f the

hostile attitude which has been assumed by the Lahore D urbar .
Under the circumstances

,
I have ordered the follow ing pre

paratio n s to be entered upon immediately , to meet whatever may

take place

H e r Majesty’s 9th Lancers to move at once from Meerut to
Umballa .

To be held in readiness to move from Meerut to Kurn aul o n the

shortest notice ; two troops o f horse artillery, her Maj esty
’s l 6th

Lancers
,
the 3rd R egiment o f Light Cavalry , her Maj esty

’s l 0th

Foot, save one company, the corps o f sappers and miners , all , save

o n e , o f the regiments o f n ative infantry .

The 8th Regiment o f Irregular Cavalry will likewise be held

prepared to move from Ha n se e to Kurn aul , and the S im o o r

battalion from D eyra h to Sah a rumpo re , where it will be cen

trica l ly situated , and ready to be moved Wherever it may be most

required the 4th Regiment o f Irregular Cavalry will be brought

up from Bareilly to Meerut .

I beg that yo u w ill instruct the civil authorities at S imla to

place themselves in communication with th e offi cers command ing
European corps in those hills , and ascertain from them wha t
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number o f coolies will be required to enable the regiments to

move
,
in order that they may be collected at once . Supplies fo r

the corps in the hills wi ll be required to be laid in o n the roads

leading thence to Sirhind .

I shall direct the other corps o f all arms in this division to draw

their carriage into cantonments
,
in view to the troops being pre

pared to act o n the shortest notice .

Previous to adopting any further measures at presen t, I would

await a communication o f the views o f the Governor-General .

I have
,
&c . (S igned) H . GOUGH .

Th eAg en t to the Governo r Gen era l to th e S ecreta ry to Go vernmen t.

Um bal la, 2I stNovember, 1845.

The D urbar o f the forenoon o f the 18th was protracted till

two o’clock , but I have not the details o f the afternoon D urbar .

Eleven A.M. was the hour found by the astrologers as auspicious
fo r the march o f the troops not a chief stirred from his house . The

officers and pun ch aye ts o f the troops, regular and irregular , to the

number o f a couple o f thousand
,
crowded to the D urbar and de

m a n d e d the reason the Ranee tried to soothe them
,
saying, that

the fortunate hour being passed
,
the march could not be undertaken

till the astrologers found another . The crowd demanded that this

should be instantly done , and the court astrologer was ordered into

their presence to find the proper time . H e pored through his

tables fo r two or three hours
,
whi le the R anee sought to divert the

attention o f th e m i litary mob ; at length he announced that the

most favourable day was n o t til l th e 15thMuj sur (28th November) .
The military were furious

,
and declared that he was an impostor ,

and that they had to get from him two crores o f rupees which he

had made from the public money ; the pundit implored mercy ,
and said the 7thMuj sur (20th ) was also a good day the military

were still angry
,
and the poor pun d it l e ft amidst their menaces .

Th ey proposed that the Ranee and her son should march , and

intimated that till they made an example o f some chief no march
would take place .
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The Ranee complained that whilst the troops were urging the

march , they were stil l going home to their villages as fast as they

go t their pay ; and S irdar Sham S ingh Atta re ewa l la d eclared
his belief that unless something was done to st0 p thi s, he would

find himself o n his way to Ferozepore with empty tents . The

bait o f money to be paid
,
and to accompany them was also offered ,

and at length the D urbar broke up at two P .M. Great consulta

tions took place in the afternoon
,
but I know only o n e result, that

the Ranee had to give to her lover his formal dismissal , and that

h e (Raj ah Lal S ingh) actually went into the camp o f the Sawa rs

he is to command
,
and pitched his tent .

W hat the Ranee says i s quite true o f the sepoys dispersing to

their houses the whole affair has so suddenly reached its present

height, that m any o f the men themselves think it will come to

nothing, and still m ore wh o had taken their departure do n o t

believe it serious enough to go back . On the day after this scene

took place , i . e . , the l gth , the usual stream o f sepoys , natives o f

the protected states
,
who had go t their pay, poured across the

Sutlej , at Hurreke e , o n th e way to their homes . Every prepa

ration , however , fo r war is making with probably more energy

than i f i t had been a long-planned scheme
,
fo r every person o f

whatever party must show his sincerity by a ctivity and virulent

professions o f hatred to the English .

Enclosure No . l , in No . 10 .

Th eAgen t to th e Go vern o r Gen era l to the L a ho re Vakee l .

2n d D ecember, 1845 .

I wrote to yo u a letter o n the 18th ultimo , requiring explana

tions as to the reported orders o f the Lahore D urbar to its tr0 0 ps ,
to move towards the Sutlej with unfriendly intentions .

On th e 20th instant
,
you answered from L o o d ia n a , that yo u

had forwarded a copy o f my letter to the D urbar immediately on

receiving it
,
and you stated that o n receiving an answer you

would forthwith communicate it .
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Fo r several days past I have been in hourly expectation o f

your answer, but none came .

This day
,
o n your waiting on me, you informed me, that though

y o u had some days ago received from the D urbar an acknow

ledgment o f the receipt o f y our letter, you had received no answer

to it
,
but that you had in the interval written repeatedly to the

D urbar o n the subj ect o f it, and that you confidently expected an

a nswer this day, o r, at furthest, to -morrow morning .

I pointed o ut to yo u that, n otwi thstanding the notoriety o f the

events which had occurred at Lahore
,
and notwithstanding the

inconvenience suffered by the detention
,
on the frontier

,
o f the

battalions about to leave it fo r Scinde and Bareilly
,
the Governor

General , in hopes o f receiving without delay satisfactory expla n a o

tions in answer to my letter, had continued the forbearance he

h a s exercised so long, and to so great an extent ; that no new

troops had arrived on the frontier, a n d that the Governor-General

h ad proceeded slowly o n his j ourney in this direction , as intended ,
before the occurrence o f the events o f which explanation is now

d emanded ; that I pointed o ut that, notwithstanding this forbear

ance
, yo u had appeared , after so long an interval , without any

answer to my d eman d fo r an explanation , and that I saw this with

surprise an d regret .

I have now to communicate to you th e following orders from

the Governor-General :

H is Excellency has directed me to say, that the rules o f friend

ship between the two states, and indeed the customs o f all nations,
require that in answering a demand fo r explanations o f events so

grave as those which have occurred at Lahore
,
not a moment is to

b e lost , because delay cannot but operate to confirm the (MO ST
UNFRIENDL Y ) wo rst construction o f such events, and is, moreover

,

an act o f the highest discourtesy towards the Government

demanding explanations . In this instance the requisition fo r

explanation has been disregarded , and the apparently hostile

m ovem ents have bee n continued .

Under these circumstances, the Governor-General feels i t



WAR WITH THE sum s . 25

impossible to permit you , who are the authorised representative o f
the Government which has offered to his Government so great a

slight , to continue in his Excellency
’s camp

,
while this slight is

persevered in ; he has directed me not to admit yo u to any further

interview with me, unless yo u come as the bearer o f the answer o f
the D urbar to my remonstrance ; and his Excellency further

commands
,
that i f this answer be not delivered before noon

to-morrow ,
you will quit this camp .

To prevent
,
however

,
interruption to the business o f this agency

,

as regards theMah aj a ’s estates o n this side o f the Sutlej , I request
that you will leave with me a confidential Moonshee to communi

cate
,
d uring your absence, my orders , o r those o f the subordinate

courts o f the agency , to the managers o f those estates ; and you

will warn the Kardars and residents in those estates to obey all

orders coming from the ordinary courts through your Moonshee

in the same way as if received from yourself.

(Signed) G . BROADFOOT .

EnclosureNo . 2, in No . 10 .

T h e L a ho re Vakee l to th e Govern o r Gen era l
’

sAgen t.
Your letter

,
dated 2n d D ecember 1 845 , has been delivered to

me byMo ulve e Buj ub Ally Khan after midnight, and I have
arranged fo r its immediate transmission to the D urbar .

Seal o f KRI SHEN CHUND .

T he 2nd D ecem ber 1 845, afi e r m idn igh t, ( i . e . , by our recko n ing, 1 A.M. 3rd .

T he G overn o r Gen era l to th e S ecret Committee .

Camp , Um bal la, D ecem ber 4th , 1845 .

Major Broadfoot having reported to me that the Lahore

Vakeel had j oined the camp from L o o d ia n a , I directed Major

Broadfoot to see him,
and to require from him the reply to hi s
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perwan n ah ,
remonstrating against the pro ce d ings which had taken

place at the time it was written , and demanding the cause thereof .
The Vakeel waited upon Major Broadfoot

,
and in reply to h is

requi sition asserted , that he had received no reply from the D urbar ;
that he had sent the communication immediately to Lahore

,
had

received merely an acknowledgment o f its safe arrival
,
and that he

had repeatedly sent
,
urging that a reply should be forwarded to

h im
,
but hi therto without success ; but he asserted that b e fully

expected the reply by that evening
’s post .

Major Broadfoot expl ic itly informed the Vakeel
,
as previously

instructed by me, that the Governor-General would n o t permit the

Lahore Government to trifle with him in a matter o f such serious

importance ; that positive information had been received o f the

Lahore army having left the capital towards the frontier , avowedly

with hostile intentions towards the British Government, to which

course they had been instigated by the express and repeated orders

o f the R anee and the chiefs
,
and that the Governor-General

expected to receive
,
without further delay, an answer to the

pol itical agent’s written remonstrance . Major Broadfoot then said
,

that he should report to the Governor-General the result o f his

interview with the Vakeel
,
and communicate in writing the orders

he might receive . The Vakeel said very little at this interview

he protested that the had done all in his power to procure a reply

to the pe rwan n ah ; and o n Major Bro adfo o t
’

s saying that we

knew positively that the Ranee and chiefs had ordered th e present

movement, he said h e h ad no such knowledge .

W hen Major Broadfoot rep orted to me, in the evenin g , the

result o f this interview,
I immediately directed him to address to

the Vakeel the written communication
,
a copy o f which is inclosed .

I considered that it was absolutely necessary o n my arrival at

Umballa, to take decided notice o f the extraordinary proceeding
that h ad taken place , and were stated to be still in progress . I t

was evident I could not permit the pol itical agent’s c ommun ica

tions
,
in the face o f what was going o n at Lahore

,
to be treated

with disregard . I took the mildest course in my power
,
con
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siste n tly with the dignity , position , and interests o f the British

Government . I purposely left an Opening to the Lahore Govern

ment to remedy
,
through the Vakeel , th e discourtesy it had shown ,

by affording to that Government the facility o f making any ex

plan ation it might desire . The plain construction to be put o n the

silence o f the Lahore Government in the reply to the demand fo r
explanation

,
evidently was, that the intentions o f that Govern

ment were hostile
,
in which I did not deem it expedient to give

to that Government the leisure to complete their hostile prepara

tions ; whilst, o n my part, I had abstained from making any

movement
,
expressly fo r the purpose Of avoiding any j ealousy

o r alarm ; thus affordin g to the Maharaj ah
’s Government the

strongest proof o f the good faith and forbearance o f the British

Government .

Major Broadfoot entertains the impression that the reply to

h is demands had been sent to the Vakeel , and had either been

returned by h im
,
with a protest (as is , I understand , often done) ,

o r was , at the moment Of the conference in his possession , but was

W ithheld because the Vakeel was reluctant to deliver so unfriendly

a document .

H owever that may be, the pe rwan n ah from Major Broadfoot o f

the evening o f the 2n d D ecember was received by the Vakeel the

same night, and , with the reception o f an acknowledgment o f its

receipt
,
no further communication has passed between h im and

Maj or Broadfoot . The Vakeel is not now in the camp .

I am satisfied that the course I have adopted was imperatively

required
,
and before I authorise any precautionary movements to

be made
,
I shall give full time fo r a reply to be received from

Lahore .

This morning
,
news up to the l st instant has been received .

The Ranee and S irdars are becoming more and more urgent that

the army should advance to the frontier , believin g tha t , in the

present posture o f affairs, the only hope o f saving their lives and

prolonging their power is to be found in bring ing about colli sion

w ith the British forces . The S ikh army moves n i th evident
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reluctance
,
and is calling fo rGholah Singh ,wh o i s collecting forces

at Jumboo
,
and is watching the progress o f events .

My own impression remains unaltered . I do not expect that

the troops will come as far as the banks Of the Sutlej , or that any

positive act o f aggression will be committed ; but it is evident

that the R anee and chiefs are
,
fo r their o wn preservation , endea

vo uring to raise a storm ,
which

, when raised , they will be power

less either to direct o r allay .

I shall
,
as I have before said

,
await the reply from Lahore to

Major Bro a dfo o t
’

s last communication to th e Vakeel .

I f the reply from the ostensible Government, acting under the

controul and at the dictation Of th e army
,
i s hosti le

,
I shall at once

order up troops from Meerut and other stations to the support o f

o ur advanced positions, persevering up to the last moment in the

sincere desire to avoid hostil ities .

T h e Go verno r Gen era l to the S ecre t Committee .

Camp , Ferozep ore , D ecember 3 1 , 1 845.

S INCE my last despatch to you , o f the 4th instan t
,
events o f

great moment have occurred .

The S ikh army, in large numbers commenced crossing the

Sutlej o n the 1 1th , and after investing Ferozepore o n one side ,
took up an entrenched position at the village o f Ferozeshah

,

about ten miles from Ferozepore, and about the same distance
from the village o fMo o dke e .

In this camp the enemy had placed 108 pieces o f cannon
,
some

o f large calibre, with a force exceeding men
,
fo r the pur

pose Of intercepting the approach o f the British force
,
moving up

from Umballa
,
to the relief Of Ferozepore

,
which had been thus

treacherously attacked , without provocation or declaration o f hos

til itie s .

I had ordered , o n the 8th instant, that portion o f o ur army

posted at Umballa fo r defensive purposes
,
to move up o n the 1 1th ,

and after a rapid march Of 150 miles, i t reachedMo o dke e o n the
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18th ,
where

,
on the evening o f the same day , it repulsed an attack

o f the Sikh army , and captured seventeen guns ; on the following

day the army was concentrated atMo o dke e , and on the 2 l st
moved by its left o n Ferozepore, and having on the m arch formed

its j unction at half-past one o’clock with men and twenty

one guns
,
under Maj o r-General S ir John Littler , which had

moved from Ferozepore that morning, the Commander-in -Chief

formed the army in order Of battle
,
and attacked the enemy’s

entrenched camp ; a n d on that evening and the following morning,
captured seventy pieces Of a rtil le ry ,taking po sse ssmn o f the enemy’s

camp
,
with large quantities o f ammunition and warlike stores .

These successful and energetic operations have been followed

by the retreat o f the Sikh army to the other side o f the Sutlej , the

British army being now encamped between Ferozepore and the

fords o f the Sutlej .

Y o u will not fail to observe that these important and brilliant

successes have been achieved by that portion o f o ur army posted

at and in advance o f Umballa
,
fo r defensive purposes and that,

o ur forces from Meerut , and other stations from th e rear
,
ord ered

to move up at the same time, are in reserve , and wil l reach this

neighbourhood between the 5th and the 9th o f January .

I have th e honour to inclose two reports from the Commander

in -Chief
,
detailing the admirable mann er in which these im por

tant duties have been performed and I am convinced the Court

o f D irectors o f the East Ind ia Company , in concurrence with her

Maj esty’s Government, will highly appreciate the eminent services

rendered by the Commander-in -Chief
,
and by the offi cers

,
non

commissioned offi cers
,
and soldiers o f the Indian army .

The Commander-in -Chief has successfully accomplished every

Obj ect I had directed him to effect fo r the relief o f Ferozepore
,

and the protection o f these British states . No accident or failure

has occurred during the complicated Operations o f a combined

movement
,
and our army

,
whether fo r defence or attack

,
h a s

shown
,
as heretofore

,
that its power is irresistible .

I also transmit a notifi cation which I issued o n the 25th instan t,
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and a general order, recording the grateful acknowledgments

o f the Indian Government fo r these important services .

I now proceed to detail the events which preceded a resort to

arms
,
a n d I am convinced that the forbearance manifested by me

in all these transactions will meet with your approval .
My previous correspondence will show the extreme anxiety I

felt to avoid hostilities , by friendly explanations required from the

Lahore D urbar and my reluctance to give any cause fo r j ealousy

o r alarm to the S ikh army and Government was so strong , that ,
from the 18th o f November up to the 8th o f D ecember

,
I deferred

to make any movement o f troops
,
in the hope o f proving the

sincerity o f our professions by the moderation o f o ur actions .
This forbearance, carried to the utmost limits which prudence

could allow
,
was n o t appreciated at Lahore .

In the state o f anarchy and uncontrollable power usurped by

the S ikh army , my reluctance to resent their hostile conduct may

have been misunderstood , as th e effect o f conscious weakness o r o f

timidity ; but the Lahore Government, there is every reason to

believe
,
was not influenced by any such impressions .

The R egent and her advisers courted collision fo r the purpose

o f employing their unruly soldiers against their friendly neigh

bour
,
as the safest means o f extricating themselves from the per

sonal dangers to which they were constantly exposed ; the Lahore

Government deceived th eir army by false statements o f the fidelity

o f our native tr0 0 ps, whom they have in vain attempted to cor

rupt by emissaries employed by that Government .
And there is also reason to believe that active intrigues had fo r

some time past been resorted to
,
in order to induce the chiefs o f

o ur protected S ikh territories to rise in arm s against the British

power
,
as soon as a S ikh army should cross the Sutlej .

There was no proof that such a conspiracy existed o n the part

o f the leading Sikh chiefs o n this side th e Sutlej , although in a

very few in stan ce s,where the personal character o f the individuals

accounted fo r the folly o f their conduct
,
there were reasons fo r

believing th at disaffection did exist, and would be exhibited with
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activity o n the first favourable Opportunity
,
and particularly if

any reverse should attend o ur arms .

I shall have o ccasion to advert to this subj ect when I notice

the proclamation I issued o n th e 13 th instant .

But will previously resume the narrative o f the daily in te l li

gence from Lahore, as affording a Connected series o f the events

wh ich have occurred since the 4th o f D ecember ,when I informed

you that I had deemed it expedient to desire the Lahore Vakeel

to leave my camp
,
in consequence o f the disregard shown by his

court to my political agent’s remonstrance o f the 18th o f Novem

ber
,
and o f the determination evinced by the D urbar to withhold

all explanation o f th eir conduct .

I had moved with my camp on the 6th o f D ecember from

Umballa toward s L o o d ian a , peaceably making my progress by

the route I had announced , with the intention o f visiting the

Sikh protected states, according to the usual custom o f my

predecessors .

In common with the most experienced offi cers o f the Indian

Government, I was not o f Opinion that the Sikh army would

cross the Sutlej with its infantry and artil lery .

I considered it probable that some act o f aggression would be

committed by parties Of plunderers , fo r the purpose o f compell ing

the British Government to interfere, to which course the S ikh

chiefs knew I was most averse ; but I concurred with the Com

mander-in -Chief
,
and the chief secretary to the Government

,
as

well as with my political agent , Major Broadfoot , th at Offensive

Operations
,
o n a large scale , would not be resorted to .

Exclusive o f the political reasons which induced me to carry

my forbearance as fa r as i t was possible , I was confident, from the

Opinions given by the Commander-in -Chief, and Major-General

S ir John Littler , in command o f the forces at Ferozepore
,
that

that post would resist any attack from the S ikh army , as long as

its provisions lasted ; and that I could at any time relieve it, under

the ordinary circumstances o f an Asiatic army making a n irrup

tion into our territories , provided it had not the means o f laying

siege to th e fort and the entrenched camp .
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Up to this period no act o f aggression had been committed by

the S ikh army . The Lahore Government had as good a right

to reinforce their bank o f the river Sutlej , as we had to reinforce

o ur posts on that river .

The Sikh army had
,
in 1843 and 1844

,
moved down upon the

river from Lahore
,
and

,
after remaining there encamped a few

weeks
,
had returned to the capital . These reasons, and above all

my extreme anxiety to avoid hostilities , induced me not to make

any hasty movement with o ur army, which when the two armies

came into each other’s presence , might bring about a coll ision .

The army had , however , been ordered to be in readiness to

move at the shortest notice ; and , o n the 7th an d 8th o f D ecember
,

when I heard from Lahore that preparations were making o n a

large scale fo r artill ery, stores , and all the munitions o f war, I

wrote to the Commander-in -Chief
,
directing his Excellency o n

the 1 1th , to move up the force from Umballa, from Meerut, and

some other stations in the rear .

Up to this time no infantry or artillery had been reported to

have left Lahore , nor had a single Sikh soldier crossed the Sutlej .
Nevertheless

,
I considered it prudent no longer to delay th e

forward movement o f our troops, having given to the Lahore
,

Governmen t the most ample time fo r a reply to our remonstrance .

On the 9th ,
at night, Captain Nicolson , the assistant political

agent at Ferozepore
,
reported that a portion o f the S ikh army

had approached within three miles o f the river . On the other

hand , the information received by Maj or -Broadfoot o n that day

from Lahore was not o f a character to make it probable that any

Sikh movement on a large scale was meditated .

On the l 0th
,
no intelligence was received from Lahore con

fi rm ato ry o f Capt . Nico lso n ’

s report, and the usual opinion con

tinned to prevail that the Sikh army would not cross the Sutlej .

Th e troops , however, moved o n th e l 0th
, 1 1th , and 12th , in

pursuance o f the orders given o n the 7th and 8th ; and the whole

o f the forces destined to move up to the Sutlej were in full
march o n the 12th .

I d id not consider the force moving up from Umballa to be
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su fficient to force its way to relieve Ferozepore, if a large Sikh

army, with a numerous and well-served park o f artillery, should

attempt to intercept it in its approach to Ferozepore
,
as

,
in such

case, i t could with d ifficulty receive any aid from that garrison .

Being some days’march in advance o f the Commander-in -Chief
,

I rode over to L o o d ian a ; and , having inspected the fort, the can

to nm e n ts and the troops
,
i t appeared to me most advisable that

th e whole o f this force should be moved up with the Umballa force ,
restricting the defence o f L o o d ia n a to the fort, which could be

securely garrisoned by the more infirm soldiers o f the regiments

at that post
,
unless attacked by heavy artillery , which wa s a very

improbable contingency .

The risk to be incurred o f leav ing the town and the canton

ments liable to be plundered
,
was maturely considered

,
and I had

n o hesitation in incurring that risk to ensure the strength and

suffi ciency o f the force which might separately be brought into

action with the whole o f the Sikh army . I therefore ordered

Brigadier Wheeler to be prepared to march at the shortest
notice .

The Umballa force , in March, was men and 36 guns .

The L o o d ia n a force amounted to m e n and 12 guns .
The Commander- i n -Chief con curred in these views : and th i s

fine body o f m e n
,
by a rapid march o n Busse e a n , an important

point, where the roads leading from Umballa and Kurn aul meet ,
formed the advanced column o f the army, and secured the supplies

which had been laid in at Busse e a n .

Up to the morning o f the 12th, the in formation from Lahore

had n o t materially varied : but , by the reports received on that

day
,
the general aspect o f affairs appeared more warlike . S ti l l

no Sikh aggression had been committed , and no artillery had

moved down to the river .

O n the 13 th I first received precise information that the S ikh

army had crossed the Sutlej , and was concentrating in great force

o n the left bank o f the river .

The Umballa force at that time had been in movement three

D
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days . On th is date I issued the proclamation , a copy o f which is

enclosed .

O n the 14th , the British forces moved up by double marches

o n alternate days, and o n the 18th , reachedMo o dke e , 20 miles
from Ferozepore, after a march o f 21 miles .

On this day, and at this place, the whole British force was

concentrated
,
with the exception o f two European and two native

regiments
,
expected o n the following day .

The troops were engaged in cooking their meal s, when Major

Broadfoot received information that the whole S ikh army was in

full march
,
with the in tention to surprise th e camp . The troops

immediately stood to th eir arms, and advanced . The result o f

that short
,
but decisive action

,
was the signal defeat o f the enemy

at every point
,
and the capture o f 17 guns, the details o f which are

given in the report o f the Commander-in -Chief
,
herewith sent .

The troops returned to their camp at midnight
,
and halted the 19th

a n d 20th to refresh the men , to collect the wounded , and bring

in th e captured guns .

There was no Obj ection to this delay
,
as it was evident, from

the prepa rations and movements o f th e S ikh army, that its com

mander was intent upon intercepting th e relieving force, and had

no intention o f risking an attack against Ferozepore .

On the 21st, the Commander-in -Chief, having left the baggage

o f the army
,
the wounded

,
and the captured guns , atMo o dke e ,

protected by two regiments o f native infantry , marched at four

O
’

clock in th e morning by h is left, keep ing about three o r four
m iles from the enemy

’

s entrenched position at Ferozeshah , in

which the enemy had placed 108 pieces o f cannon
,
protected by

breast-works .

Acommunication had been made during the preceding night
with S ir John Littler, informing h im o f the intended l ine Of

march , and desiring h im to move out with such a part o f his force

as would not comprom ise the safety o f his troops and th e post .
At half-past o n e o’clock the Umballa force

,
having ma rched

across the country disencumbered o f every d escription o f baggage
,
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except the reserve ammunition , formed its j unction with Sir John

L ittl e r
’

s force
,
who had moved out o f Fe ro ze po re with men

,

two regiments o f cavalry, and 21 field guns .
This combined Operation having been effected , the Commander

in -Chief
,
with my entire concurrence

,
m ade his arrangements

fo r the attack o f the enemy’s position at Ferozeshah
,
about four

m iles d istant from the point where o ur forces h a d united .

The British force consisted o f m e n ,
and 69 guns, chiefly

horse artillery .

The Sikh forces varied from to men
,
with 103

pieces o f cannon o f heavy calibre , in fixed batteries .

Y o u will observe that every soldier who could be brought into

our ranks
,
had

,
by these combinations from Umballa and L OO

diana to Ferozepore , been rendered available ; that the force was

most effi cient
,
an d , notwithstanding the diffi culty o f the ground ,

intersected with j ungle
,
the vast superiority o f the enemy’s well

served artillery and the breast-works behind which their infantry

fought, that o ur British force , particularly o ur infantry , sur

mounted every Obstacle
,
capturing that evening and the following

morning 70 pieces o f artillery, and the whole o f the enemy’s

camp-equipage and military stores .

I refer to the report Of the Commander-in -Chief fo r the details

o f this brilliant exploit .

The three attempts o f the Sikh army , reinforced b y
‘

T ej Singh
’

s

army
,
to retake their position in the course o f the day , were

unavailing .

The Sikh army then retreated o n the fords o f the Sutlej , dis

heartened by the capture o f its artillery , and the severe loss i t

had sustained in killed a n d wounded , and h as since crossed over

to th e other side o f the river .

The force thus promptly brought forward from Umballa to

the front ier
,
has proved that it was sufficient fo r the protective

Obj ect fo r which it was prepared , to repulse the treachery o f the

Maharaj ah’s government
,
and the arrogance o f the Sikh army .

It has further proved , that the military precautions taken were
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most necessary . It has driven the invading force from o ur terri

tories
,
and punished the mutinous soldiery o f a most unscrupulous

Government .

It remains fo r me to advert to the proclamation
,
a copy o f

which forms an enclosure o f this despatch . I have endeavoured
,

in that paper, to give a brief outline o f our relations with th e

Lahore state, and Of the circumstances which have preceded the

present rupture . That this invasion o f o ur territory by the S ikh

army was unprovoked
,
must be apparent to all ; and I considered

it right that the forbearan ce I had shown, with the motives o f

that forbearance
,
should be distinctly promulgated .

The caution to the protected chi efs was necessary ; fo r, during
many months past

,
th ough no overt acts o f hostility have been com

m itte d
,
with o n e exception , there was a feelin g very generally pre

va lent among them favourable to the Lahore Government rather

than to ours
,
which evinced itself in a backwardness to afford

supplies fo r our army , and to attend to the requisitions o f the

agency . This
,
with the exception o f the Maharajah o f P ute a la ,

was the case with perhaps all the chiefs .

Immediate measures will be taken fo r bringing into some order

and settlement the states which have been declared confiscated

o n this side o f the Sutlej , when it i s hoped that the advantages o f
the British rule may

,
by l ight assessment and j udicious arrange

ments
,
be made apparent to them .

I have now to conclude this despatch
,
by expressing my deep

concern fo r the loss , in the action o f the 21 st inst . , o f that most

invaluable officer
,
Major Broadfoot

,
my PoliticalAgent fo r these

states . H e was wounded , and thrown o ff h is horse, at my side,
but I failed in prevailing o n him to retire . H e remounted his

horse
,
and

,
shortly afterwards, received a mortal wound in leading

o n th e troops against the battery in o ur front . I entertained the

highest Opinion o f his abilities . H e was second to none in this

accomplished service
,
in every qualification by which the political

or mil itary interests o f the East India Company could be

advanced
,
and I shall be most gratifi ed if

,
at a season o f more
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leisure, some special mark Of honour can be conferred , by which

his great merits and glorious death may be perpetuated .

Major George Broadfoot was the last o f three brothers, who

held appointments in the Company’s army
,
and all these have

fallen in battle in the service o f their country .

Captain Nicolson
,
Assistant Political Agent from Ferozepore

,

was also kil led in the action o f the 2 l st inst . , and wa s a most able

and gallant offi cer .

Captain Abbott and Lieutenant Lake , assistants under Maj or
Broadfoot

,
were wounded

,
and have ever since continued their

exertions .

Captain Mills ,Assistant PoliticalAgent at L o o d ia n a , took the
command o f a troop o f horse artillery during the action , and has

subsequently been o f the greatest use by his intelligence and

activity .

I owe great obligations to the Chief Secretary to the Govern

ment o f India
,
Frederick Currie

,
Esq .

,
who has

,
during all these

various
,
and sometimes confl icting

,
duties

,
in which I have been

engaged
,
given me his sound advice and active aid

,
sometimes

accompanying me in the field
,
and at all times evincing the

coolest j udgment
,
and exhibiting the resources o f h is experience

to the great advantage o f the Company
’

s service .

Mr . Cust, o f the civil service, confidential assistant to Major

Broadfoot
,
both in the field and in his own immediate department

,

has shown great intelligen ce in duties which were new to him
,
and

I notice him as a most promising officer .

P R O C L A MAT I O N .

Camp , L ush /cure e Kh an -ke -S era i
,

D ecem ber 1 3 , 1845 .

The British Government has ever been o n terms o f friendship

with that o f the P unj aub .

In the year 1809 , a treaty o f amity and concord was concluded

between the British Government and the late Maharaj ah Runj e e t



3 8 WAR WITH TH E S IKHS .

S ingh , the conditions o f which have always been faithfully

Observed by the British Government , and were scrupulously
fulfilled by the late Maharaj ah .

The same friendly relations have been maintained with the

successors o f Runj e e t Singh by the British Government up to the

present time .

S ince the death o f the late Maharaj ah Shere Singh , the d iso r

gan ize d state o f the Lahore Government has made it incumbent

o n the Governor-General in Council to adopt precautionary

measures fo r the protection o f the British frontier ; th e nature o f

these measures
,
and the cause o f their adoption

,
were at the time

fully explained to the Lahore D urbar .

Notwithstanding the disorganized state o f the Lahore Govern

ment during the last two years , and many most unfriendly proceed

ings o n the part o f the D urbar, the Governor-General in Council

h a s continued to evince his desire to maintain the relations o f amity

and concord which had so long existed between the two states, fo r

the mutual interests and happiness o f both . H e has shown o n

every occasion th e utmost forbearance
,
from consideration to the

helpless state Of the infant Maharaj ah D hul e e p S ingh , whom the

British Government had recognised as the successor to the late

Maharajah Shere S ingh .

The Governor-General in Council sincerely desired to see

a strong Sikh Government re -established in the P unj aub , able to

control its army and to protect its subj ects . H e had not, up to

the presen t moment, abandoned the hope o f seeing that important

obj ected effected by th e patriotic
'

efforts o f the S ikhs and people

o f th at country .

The S ikh army recently marched from Lahore towards the

British frontier, as it was alleged by the orders o f the D urbar,
fo r the purpose o f invading the British territory .

The Governor-General’s agent, by direction o f the Governor

General , demanded an explanation o f this movement, and no reply

being returned within a rea sonable time
,
the demand was repeated .

The Governor-General , unwilling to believe in the hostile in te n
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tions o f the S ikh Government, to which no provocation had been

g iven , refrained from taking any measures which migh t have a

tendency to embarrass the Government o f the Maharaj ah , o r to

induce collision between the two states .

W hen no reply was given to the repeated demand fo r e xpla

nation
,
and while active military preparations were continued at

Lahore
,
the Governor-General considered i t necessary to order

the advance o f troops towards the frontier , to reinforce the fi o n tie r

posts .

The Sikh army has now , without a shadow o f provocation
,

invaded the British territories .

The Governor-General must, therefore , take measures fo r

effectually protecting the British provinces, fo r vindicating the

authority o f the British Government, and fo r punishing the

violators o f treaties and the disturbers o f public peace .

The Governor-General hereby declares the possessions o f

Maharaj ah D hule ep S ingh , on the left or British banks o f the

Sutlej
,
confiscated and annexed to the British territories .

The Governor-General will respect the existing rights o f all

ajgh e e rdars, zamindars, and tenants in the said possessions , who ,
by the course they now pursue, evin ce their fidelity to th e British

Government .

The Governor -General hereby calls upon all the chiefs and

sirdars in the protected territories to co -Operate cordially with the

British Government fo r the punishment Of the comm on enemy
,

and fo r the maintenance o f order in these states . Those o f the

chiefs who show alacrity and fid elity in the discharge o f this duty
,

which they owe to the protectin g power, will find their i n terests

promoted thereby ; and those who take a contrary course will b e

treated as enemies to the British Government , and will be

punished accord ingly .

The inhabitants o f all the territories o n the left bank o f the

Sutlej are hereby directed to abide peaceably in their respective

villages
,
where they will receive effi cient protection by the British

Government . Al l parties o f men found in armed ban ds, who ca n
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give no satisfactory account o f their proceed ings, will be treated

as d isturbers o f the public peace .

Al l subj ects o f the British Government, and those who possess
estates o n both sides o f th e river Sutlej , who by their faithful

adherence to the British Government may be liable to sustain

loss
,
shall be indemnified and secured in all their j ust rights and

privileges .

On the other hand
,
all subj ects o f the British Government

who shall continue in the service o f the Lahore state
,
and who

disobey this proclamation by not immediately return ing to their

all egiance , will be liable to have their property o n this side the

Sutlej confiscated , and declared to be aliens and enemies o f the

British Government .
Bv order o f the R ight H o n . the Governor-General o f India,

F. CURR IE
,

S ecre ta ry to th e G overnment of I nd i a ,
wi th th e Go vern o r-Genera l .

”

MO O D KE E .

From Gen era l S ir Hugh G ough , Ba rt. , G . C .B .
,
the Comma nd er

i n -Ch ief of the Army i n I ndia , to the Go verno r-Gen era l of

H ead Qua rters,Army of th e S utlej , CampMo o dke e ,
D ecem ber 1 9th , 1 845.

R IGHT HONOURABL E S I R
,

It would be a superfluous form in m e to address to you

a narrative o f the campaign which has opened against the S ikhs,
and the successful action o f yesterday

,
since yo u have in person

shared the dangers and fatigues o f o ur army , and witnessed its

efforts and privations, but that my position at its head renders

this my duty ; and it i s necessary, from that position , I should

place these events o n record
,
fo r the information o f all Europe

as well as o f all India .

Y o u, S ir, know, but others have to be told, that the sudden and
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unprovoked aggression o f the S ikhs, by crossing the Sutlej with

the great proportion o f their army, with the avowed intention o f

attacking Ferozepore in time o f profound peace, rendered indis

pensable
,
o n our side, a series o f diffi cult combin ations fo r the

protection o f our frontier station
,
so unjustifi ab ly and so un e x

pe cte d ly menaced .

From the advanced and salient situation o f Fe ro zepo re , and its

v icinity to the Sikh capital
,
its defence against a sudden attack

became a difficult operation . It was always possible fo r th e S ikh

Government to throw a formidable force upon it before o n e suffi

c i e n tly numerous could on our side be collected to support it : but

when , upon the 1 1th instant, it became known at Umballa, where I

had established my head -quarters , that this invasion had actually

taken place, the efforts to repel it followed each other in rapid

succession* notwithstanding
,
I had the fullest confidence in

Major-General Sir John Littler, commanding at Ferozepore, and

in the devotedness and gallantry o f the troops occupying it .

The troops from the different stations in the Sirhind d ivision

were directed to move by forced marches upon Busse e an , where,
by a most j udicious arrangement

, yo u h ad directed supplies

to be collected within a wonderfully short space Of time .

The main portion o f the force at L o o d ian a was wi th drawn , and

a garrison thrown into the l ittle fortress there . From this central

position
,
already alluded to

,
both L o o d ian a and Ferozepore could

be supported
,
and the safety o f both places might be considered to

be brought
,
in same measure

,
within the scope o f the contin gencies

o f a general action to be fought fo r their relief. Al l this i s soon
related ; but most harassing have been the marches o f the troops

in completing this concentration . W hen their march had been

further prolonged to this place
,
they h a d moved over a distance

o f upwards Of 150 mi les in six d ays , along roads o f heavy sand ;
their perpetual labour al lowin g them scarcely time to cook their

food
,
even when they received it

,
and hardly an hour fo r repose,

before they were called upon fo r renewed exertions .

S i c in orig .
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W hen our leading corps reached W udn e e , a small j aghire Of

the late Maharajah Shere Singh , its garrison shut the gates o f the

fort against them ; and , as o ur battering guns were fa r in the

rear
,
i t was determined to reserve it fo r future chastisement , and

we remained content with compelling the village to furnish sup

pl ies (it could , however, provide l ittle, except fo r o ur overworked

cattle) , under pain o f enduring a cannonade and assault ; this it

did without the necessity o f firing a shot .

W hen we reached W ud n e e
,
it was evident that the force before

Ferozepore felt the influence o f o ur movements , as we heard that

a very large portion o f that force had been detached to oppose

o ur further advance their feel ing parties retired o n the morning

o f the 18th before our cavalry picquets , n ear the village and fort

o fMo o dke e .

Soon after mid-day, the d ivision under Maj o r-General S irHarry

Smith
,
a brigade o f that under Maj o r-General S ir JohnM‘Ca skil l ,

and another o f that under Maj o r-General G ilbert, with five troops

o f horse artillery, and two light field b atteries , under Lieut . -Col .

Brooke
, o f the horse artillery (Brigadier in command o f the artillery

force) , and the cavalry division ,
consisting Of H e r Majesty’s 3rd

Light D ragoons, the body guard , 4th and 5th Light Cavalry , an d

9th Irregular Cavalry , took up their encamping ground in front

o fMo o dke e .

The troops were in a state o f great exhaustion
,
principally from

the want o f water, which was not procurable on the road ; when ,
about three P .M. information wa s received that the S ikh army
was advancing ; and the troops had scarcely time to get under

arms
,
and move to their positions

,
when the fact was ascertained

.

I immediately pushed forward the horse artillery and cavalry
,

directing the infantry, accompan ied by the field batteries, to move

forward in support . W e had n o t proceeded beyond two miles
,

When we found the enemy in position . They were said to consist

o f from fifteen to twenty thousand infantry
,
about the same force

o f cavalry , and forty guns . They evidently had either j ust taken
up this position

, o r were advancing in order o f battle against us .
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To resist their attack
,
and to cover the formation o f the infantry

,

I advanced the cavalry under Brigadiers W hite
, Gough , and

Mactier
,
rapidly to the fron t, in columns o f squadrons

,
and

occupied th e plain . They were speedily followed by the five

troops o f horse artillery, under Brigadier Brooke, who took up a

forward position
,
having the cavalry then on his flanks .

The country is a dead flat
,
covered at short intervals with a low

,

but
,
in some places

,
thick jhow ungl e , and dotted with sandy

hillocks . The enemy screened their infantry and artillery behind

this j ungle
,
and such undulations as the ground afforded ; and ,

whilst o ur twelve battal ions formed from éch e l lo n o f brigades into

line
,
opened a very severe cannonade upon o ur advancing troops

,

which was vigorously replied to by the battery Of horse artillery

under Brigadier Brooke, which was soon j oined by the two field
batteries . The rapid and well-directed fire o f our artillery appeared

soon to paralyze that o f the enemy ; and , as it was necessary to

complete our infantry dispositions without advancing the artillery

too near to the j ungle , I directed the cavalry under Brigadiers

White and Gough to make a flank movement on the enemy’s left
,

with a view o f threatening and turning that flank
,
if possible .

W ith praiseworthy gallantry
,
the 3 rd Light D ragoons, with the

2n d brigade Of cavalry, con sisting o f the body guard and 5th Light

Cavalry, with a portion o f the 4th Lancers
,
turned the left o f the

Sikh army
,
and

,
sweeping along the whole rear o f its infantry and

guns
,
silenced fo r a time the latter

,
and put their numerous cavalry

to fl ight . W hilst this movement was taking place o n the enemy’s

left
,
I directed the remainder o f the 4th Lancers , the 9th Irregular

Cavalry
,
under Brigadier Mactier

,
with a light field battery

,
to

threaten their right . This manoe uvre was also successful . H ad

not the infantry and guns o f the enemy been screened by the

j ungle , these brilliant charges o f the cavalry would have been

productive O f greater effect .

W hen the infantry advanced to th e attack , Br igadier Brooke

rapidly pushed o n his horse artillery close to the j ungle, and the

cannonade was resumed on both sides . The infantry under Major
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Gen erals S ir Harry Smith , G ilbert, and Sir JohnM’Ca skill ,
attacked in éch e l l o n o f lines the enemy’s infantry , almost invisible

amongst wood and the approaching darkness o f night . The oppo

sitio n o f the enemy was such as might have been expected from

troops who had everything at stake
,
and who had long vaunted

o f being irresistible . Their ample and extended l ine
,
from their

great superiority o f numbers , far o utfla nke d ours ; but this was

counteracted by the flank movements o f o ur cavalry . The attack

o f th e infantry now commenced ; and the rol l o f fire from this

powerful arm soon convinced the Sikh army, that they had met

with a fo e they little expected ; and their whole force was driven

from position after position with great slaughter, and the loss o f

seventeen pieces o f artillery, some o f them Of heavy calibre ; o ur

infantry using that never-failing weapon , the bayonet, whenever

they stood . Night only saved them from worse disaster
, fo r th is

stout confl ict was m aintain ed during an hour and a half Of dim

starlight
,
amidst a cloud o f dust from the sandy plain

,
which yet

more obscured every object .

I regret to say
,
this gallant and successful attack was attended

with considerable loss ; the force bivouacked upon the field fo r

some hours
,
and only returned to its encampment after aso er

taining that it had no enemy before it, a n d that night prevented

the possibility o f a regular advance in pursuit .

I beg to congratulate yo u,
R ight H onourable Sir, o n this first

defeat o f our invaders by the army I have the honour to command

The perseverance by which success was attained you personally

witnessed ; and the troops I am sure felt proud o f the self-devotion

with which their Governor-General exposed himself to every

danger am ongst them . I before said that our loss has been

severe ; it could n o t be esteemed small if we had no other to

record
,
when I m ention that, towards the conclusion o f the affair

,

Major-General Sir R obert Sale, to whom India and England

are so much indebted , h ad his left thigh sh attered by a grape

shot
,
an d that the wound has since proved mortal . Sir JohnM‘Ca skill , an Old and valued Offi cer , wh o has d one his country
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much good service, received a ball through his chest, o n the

advance o f h is division , and immediately expired . Brigadiers

Bolton and Mactier, and Lieut . -Colonels Bunbury and Byrne,
and other valuable o fli ce rs, are amongst the wounded . These

losses o ur country and the service will deplore, but not consider

unavailing
,
when Ferozepore shall be rescued from the invader

,

and the insult to our territory and rule fi tly punished .

I have every reason to be proud o f, and gratified with , the

ex ertions o f the whole o f the o fli ce rs and troops o f this army o n

this arduous occasion ; with the conduct and dispositions o f the

generals o f divisions
,
the brigadiers o f the several arms

,
the

general , personal , d ivisional , and brigade staff , and the com

manding offi cers Of regiments ; but this despatch is necessarily

completed in the utmost haste
,
and in the midst o f most im

portant operations,— I must, therefore, reserve to a future Oppo r
tun ity the pleasing task o f bringing especially and by name to

the notice o f Government the particular merits o f individual

Offi cers .

I cannot
,
however

,
refrain from expressing my deep sense o f

obligation to the heads o f the two principal departments, —Maj o r

General Sir James Lumley wa s unfortunately prevented by severe

sickness from taking part in the active duties o f this great

crisis
,
— Major Grant, D eputyAdj utant General , therefore, sup

plied his place
, a n d i t is my duty to say h ow ably this has been

done, and h ow great a loss I have, endured by being d eprived fo r

the present o f his services
,
in consequence o f two wounds which

he received while urging o n the infantry to the final and decisive

attack o f the enemy’s batter ies . Neither must I fail to record

the valuable aid which has upon this
,
as o n a former campaign

,

b een afforded me by the Quarter-Master General , Lieutenant

Colonel Garden ; his departmental arrangements demand my

highest commen dation . Major-General Sir Harry Smith having

been appointed to the command o f a division , the charge o f his

Office as Adj utan t-General o f H e r Majesty’s forces devolved

upon Lieutenant-Colonel Barr, who , not only in the performance
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o f these duties, but in every way in which assistance can be

rendered in active operations
,
has been to me a most valuable

staff- o fli ce r .

I have to thank y o u,
R ight Honourable Sir, fo r h aving placed

at my disposal the services o f the officers o f your staff, and to

thank them fo r the valuable assistance they afforded me o n this

arduous day . It shall be my pleas in g duty to mention them

individually
,
with the o fli ce rs o f my own personal staff, in the

recommendation list I shall have the honour o f forwarding, at an

early date
,
to Government . —I have , &c .

H . GOUGH , Gen era l, Comma nder-in -Ch ief.

R eturn of th e Ki lled a nd Wounded of th e Army of th e Sutlej ,
under th e command of H is E xce l len cy G enera l Sir H ugh Gough ,

G . C .B . Comma nd er-in Ch i ef , i n th eActio n f ough t a tMo o dkee ,
o n th e 18th of D ecemb er, 1845 .

Camp , S ultan Kh an Wa l lah , D e c . 26, 1845 .

P erso na l Surf — 2 officers killed ; 2 offi cers wounded .

G en era l S tafi — l officer killed l officer wounded .

Arti llery D ivisi o n— 2 offi cers , 4 sergeants , 1 3 rank and file
,
5

syces and gra sscutte rs, 3 syce drivers, 45 horses— killed 4 officers
,

1 native o ffi cer
,
2 sergeants

,
22 syces and gra sscutte rs, l l lascars

2 syce drivers
,
7 syces

,
25 horses— wounded .

Cava lry D ivisio n
— 3 Officers , 6 sergeants or havildars , l trum

peter, 7 1 ran k and fil e
,
164 horses— killed ; 9 Officers, 1 native

Officer, 6 sergeants o r havildars , l trumpeter , 70 rank and file
,
63

horses— wounded .

l st I nf a n try D ivisi o n—AOffi cers, 1 native Officer , 4 sergeants or
havildars

,
69 rank and fi le— killed ; 18 offi cers , 2 native offi cers ,

20 sergeants o r havildars
,
299 rank and file

,
4 horses— wounded .

2nd I nfa n try D ivisi o n — l native Offi cer
,
1 7 rank and file, 1

horse— killed ; 4 Officers, 5 native officers , 10 sergeants or havildars ,
8 1 rank and fi le— wounded .

3rd I nf a n try D ivisio n— l offi cer
,
1 sergeant or havildar

,
6 rank
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and fi le— killed ; 1 o fli c e r, 4 sergeants or havildars, 73 rank , and

I lascar— wounded .
—Total —l 3 Offi cers , 2 native o fli cers

,
15 ser

ge a n ts o r havildars , l trumpeter, 1 76 rank and file
, 5 syces and

gra sscutte rs, 3 syce drivers , 210 horses— killed 39 offi cers
, 9 native

Ofli ce rs , 42 sergeants or havildars , l trumpeter, 545 ran k and file
,

12 lascars, 2 syce drivers , 7 syces , 92 horses— wounded .

E urop ea n ofi i cers, 13 native officers , 2 ; non-commiss ioned

Offi cers
,
drummers , rank a nd file

,
192 ; syces , &c . 8 ; killed .

Grand total , 215 .

E urop ea n ofi i cers, 39 native Offi cers , 9 non-commissioned

Officers , drummers , rank and file
,
588 ; syces , &c . 21 ; wounded .

Grand tota l , 657 .

Grand total o f all ranks , ki lled and wounded , 872 .

L ist of Ofi i cers Ki lled a nd Wo und ed .

H ead Q ua rters
’

S tafi .

— Maj or-General S ir R . H . Sale , G .O .B.

Quarter-master-General Queen’s troops
,
killed ; Major W . R .

H erries ,A. D .C . to the Governor-General , killed ; Capt . J . Munro
,

killed . Maj or P . Grant, D eputy Adj utan t-General o f the army,
dangerously wounded ; Captain G . E . H illier

,
A. D .C . to the

Governor-General severely wounded ; Captain H . B . Edwardes
,

A. D .C . to the Commander-in -Chief
,
slightly wounded .

Arti llery D ivis io n . Captain Jasper Trower
,
killed ; First

Lieutenant R . Pollock , killed . Captain F. D ashwood , severely

wounded , sin ce dead ; First Lieutenant C .V . Cox
,
sl ightly wounded ;

First Lieutenant C . A. W h e e l righ t, wounded ; First Lieutenan t

C . A. Bowie
,
sl ightly wounded .

Ca va lry D ivisi o n S tafi .
— Brigadier W . Mactier, severely ;

Brevet-Captain and Brigade-Major T . L . H arrin gton , severely ;
Volun teer Mr .A. to BrigadierGough, severely .

H er Ill aj esty
’

s 3 rd L ight D rago o ns .

— Brevet-Captain G . New

to n ,
killed ; Cornet E . W orley

,
killed . Lieutenant S . Fisher,

severely wounded ; Lieutenant E . G . Swinton , severely wounded ;
Lieutenant E . B . Cureton

,
severely wounded .

Go vern o r-Gen era l
’

s Bo dy Gua rd — Lieute nant W . Fisher ,
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killed . Brevet-Captain C . D . D awkins , severely wounded ;
Lieutenant G . R . Taylor, very severely wounded .

5th L igh t Ca va lry
— MajorAlexan der, sl ightly ; Lieutenant R .

Christie, slightly .

First D ivisio n of I nf a n try — D ivisio na l a nd Briga d e S tafi
’

.

Captain Van H omrigh ,
48th N . 1 .Acting killed . Briga

dier S . Bolton , C .B. ,
dangerously wounded ; Brigadier H . M .

W heeler
, C .B. ,

severely wounded ; Captain E . Luga rd , D eputy

AssistantAdj utant-General , sl ightly wounded ; Lieutenant Nicolls ,
Engineers ,ActingA. D .C . severely wounded .

First Briga de .
—x -H erMaj esty’s 3 l st Fo o t.

— Lieutenant H . W .

Hart
,
killed Lieutenant-Colonel J . Byrne , severely wounded ;

Captain W . Willes , dangerously wounded Captain T . Bulkeley ,
dangerously wounded Captain G . D . Young, dangerously

wounded ; Lieutenant J . L . R . Pollard , slightly wounded ; Lieu

tenant J . Brenchley
,
mortally wounded , since dead ; Assistant

Surgeon R . B. Gahan , 9th Foot, dangerously wounded .

47 th Na tive I nf a n try — Lieutenant J . F. Pogson , dan gerously .

S eco nd Briga de e
—H erMaj esty’s 50th Fo o t.

— Assistant-Surgeon
A. Graydon , killed . Captain H . Needham ,

severely wounded ;
Lieutenant W . S . Carter

,
slightly wounded ; Lieutenant J . C .

Bish op
,
severely wounded ; L ieute n an t R . E . D e Montmorency

,

severe co n tusmn Lieutenant C . E . Young, severely wounded .

42nd N. L igh t I nf a n try — Lieutenant J . Spence
,
killed . Ensign

E . Van H . Holt
,
slightly wounded .

S eco nd I nf a n try D ivisio n — D ivisi o n a l a nd Briga d e S tafi
"

.

Maj or R . Co drin gto n ,
AssistantQuarter-Master-Ge n e ra l

,
se ve re ly

wounded .

S eco nd 1V. Grena d iers .
— Captain T . W . Bolton , severely

wounded . Captain J . G ifford , severely wounded EnsignA. D .

W ard en , severe contusion .

Th ird I nf a n try D ivisi o n — D ivisi o n a l a nd Briga de S tafi
”
.

Major-General S ir J .M‘Ca skil l , K.C .B. and K.H . killed .

Fif th Briga d e
— H erMaj esty’s 9th Fo o t. —Ensign J . Hanham ,

sl ightly wounded .
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S ixth Briga d e
— H erMcg’esty’s 80 th Fo o t.— Lieutenant-Colonel

T . Bunbury
,
slightly wounded .

P . GRANT ,Maj o r, D eputyAdjuta n t Gen era l of theArmy .

R eturn o f Ordnance captured from the SikhArmy, at the Battle
o fMo o dke e

,
on the 18th o f D ecember

,
1845 , by theArmy o f

the Sutlej
,
under the Command o f H is Excellency Sir Hugh

Gough , Commander-in -Chief.

i n . ten th s
6 Guns Brass 4 6 l 2-pounders .
I H owitzer do . 6 5 65
4 Guns do . 4 2 9

3 do . do . 3 6 6

1 do . do . 2 9 3

R ema rks — The number o f guns captured , 15 . It was impo s

sible to compute the quantity o f metal in these guns, but it was

evident that they were much heavier than those o f a similar calibre

in the Benga lArtillery .

The carriages were all in good repair
,
with the exception o f

o n e o r two struck by our shot . The whole were d estroyed , and

the guns left in the fort o fMo o dke e .

Fourmore guns reported to have been dismounted by the men
o f the horse artillery , and left o n the field from want o f means to

bring them away . GEO . BROOKE , Briga d ier,

Comma nd ing Arti llery , Army of th e Sutlej .

FERO Z ESHAH .

From H is Exce llency the Comma nder—in -Ch i ef to the R igh t

H o n oura b le the Govern o r Gen era l of I nd ia .

Camp , Feroz eshah , D ecem ber 22n d , 1845 .

R IGHT H ONOURABL E S IR ,

I have again to congratulate y ou o n the success o f o ur

arms . Agrand battle has been fought against the Sikh army at
this place, and by the blessing o f D ivine Providence victory has

been wo n ,
by the valour o f our troops , against Odds and under

E
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c ircumstances which will render this action o n e o f the most

memorable in the page o f Indian history .

After the combat o f the 1 8th , atMo o dke e , information was
received , the following day , that the enemy, in increased numbers ,
were moving on to attack us . Aline o f defence was taken up in
advance o f o ur encampment, and dispositions made to repel

assault
,
but the day wore away without their appearing, and at

night we had the satisfaction Of being reinforced by her Majesty
’s

29th Foot, and the East India Company
’s l st European Light

Infantry
,
with our small division o f heavy guns .

I must here allude to a circumstance most favourable to o ur

efforts in the field . On this evening ,
in addition to the valuable

counsel with which you had in every emergency before favoured

me
,
you were pleased yet further to strengthen my hands by kindly

offering your services as second in command in my army . I n eed

hardly say with how much pleasure the offer was accepted .

On th e morning o f the 21st the offensive was resumed : o ur

columns o f all arms debouched four miles o n the road to Feroze

shah, where it was known that the enemy, posted in great force ,
and with a most formidable artillery

,
had remained since the action

o f the 18th , incessantly employed in entrenching his position .

Instead o f advancing to the direct attack o f their formidable works ,
o ur force manoeuvred to their right : the secon d and fourth divisions
o f infantry, in front, supported by the first division and cavalry in

second line, continued to defile fo r some time o ut o f cannon-shot
between the S ikhs and Ferozepore . The desired effect wa s n o t

lon g delayed , a cloud Of dust was seen o n our left, and , accord ing to

the instructions sent h im on the preceding evening
,
Major-General

Sir John Littler, with his division , availing himself o f the offered

opportunity, was discovered in full march to unite his force with

mine . This j unction was soon effected
,
and thus was accomplished

o n e o f the great obj ects o f all o ur harassing marches and priva

tions, in the relief o f this division o f our army from the blockade
o f numerous forces by which it was surrounded

.

D ispositions were n ow made fo r an united attack on the
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enemy’s entrenched camp . W e found it to be a parallelogram

o f about a mile in length , and half a mile in breadth , including

within its area the strong village o f Ferozeshah ; the shorter sides

looking towards the Sutlej andMo o dke e , and the longer towards
Ferozepore and the Open country . W e moved against the last

named face , the ground in front o f which was , like the S ikh position

inMo o dke e , covered with low j ungle .

The divisions o f Major-General S ir John Littler , Brigadier

W allace (who had succeeded Maj or-General S ir JohnM‘Ca ski ll) ,
and Maj or-General G ilbert , deployed into l ine, having in the

centre our whole force o f artillery
,
with the exception o f three

troops o f horse artillery, o n e o n either flank and o n e in support,
to be moved as occasion required . Maj or-General S ir Harry

Smith’s division , and o ur small cavalry force, moved in second

line , having a brigade in reserve to cover each wing .

I should here Observe
,
that I committed the charge and d ire c

tion o f the left wing to Lieutenant-General Sir H enry H ardinge ,
while I personally conducted the right .

Avery heavy cannonade was Opened by the enemy, who had
dispersed over their position upwards o f o n e hundred gun s , more

than forty o fwhich were o f battering calibre ; these kept up a heavy

and well-directed fire
,
which th e practice o f our fa r less numerous

artillery
,
o f much l ighter metal , checked in some degree , but could

not silence ; finally, in the face o f a storm o f sh ot and shell , o ur

infantry advanced and carried these formidable entrenchments ;
they threw themselves upon the guns

,
and with matchless ga l

lantry wrested them from the enemy ; but,
(

when the batteries

were partially within our grasp
,
our soldiery had to face such a

fire o f m usketry from the Sikh infantry, arrayed behind their

guns , that, i n spite o f their most heroic efforts, a portion only Of

the entrenchment could be carried . Night fell while the confl ict
was everywhere raging .

Although I now brought up Major-General S ir Harry Smith
’s

d ivision , and he captured and long retained another point o f the

position, and H e r Majesty’s 3 rd Light D ragoons charged and took
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some o f the most form idable batteries
,
yet the enemy remained in

possession o f a considerable portion o f the great quadrangle, Whilst
o ur troops, intermingled with theirs, kept possession o f the

remainder, and finally bivouacked upon it
,
exhausted by their

gallant efforts, greatly reduced in numbers , and sufferin g ex
trem e ly from thirst, yet animated by an indomitable spirit . In

this state o f things the long night wore away .

Near the middle o f i t, one o f their heavy guns was advanced and

played with deadly effect upon o ur troops . Lieutenant-General

S irH enry Hardinge immediately formed H e rMajesty’s 80th Foot

and the l st European Light Infantry . They were led to the attack

by their commanding officers
,
and animated in their exertions by

Lieutenant-Colonel W ood (Aide-d e ~Camp to the Lieuten ant
General) , wh o was wounded in the outset, the 80th captured the

gun , and the enemy , dismayed by this counter-check , did not

venture to press o n further . D uring the whole night, however ,
they continued to harass o ur troops by fire o f artillery , wherever

moonlight discovered o ur position .

But
, with daylight o f the 22n d , came retribution . Our infantry

formed line
,
supported on both flanks by horse artil lery , whilst a

fire was Opened from our centre by such o f o ur heavy guns as

remained effective
,
aided by a fl ight o f rockets . Amasked battery

played with great effect upon this point, dismounting our pieces,
and blowing up our tumbrils . At this moment Lieutenant-General
Sir H enry Hardinge placed himself at the head o f the left, whilst I

rode at the head o f the right wing . Our l ine advanced , and , un

ch ecked by the enemy’s fire
,
drove them rapidly out o f th e vi llage

o f Ferozeshah and their encampment ; then, changing front to its

left
,
on its centre

,
o ur force continued to sweep the camp , bearing

down all opposition
,
and dislodged the enemy from their whole

position . The line then halted
,
as if o n a d ay o f manoeuvre,

receiving its two leaders as they rode along its front with a

gratifying cheer, and displaying the captured standards o f the

Khalsa army .
We had taken upward s Of seventy-three pieces o f

cannon
,
and were masters o f the whole field .
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The force assumed a position o n the ground which it had wo n
,

but even here its labours were n o t to cease . In the course o f two

h ours
, S irdar Tej S ingh , who had commanded in the la st great

battle
,
brought up from the vicinity o f Ferozepore fresh battalions

and a large field o f artillery , supported by thirty thousand Ghore

purra s, hitherto encamped near the river . H e drove in o ur

cavalry parties
,
and made strenuous efforts to regain the posit ion

at Ferozeshah . This attempt was defeated ; but its failure had

scarcely become manifest
,
when the Sirdar renewed the contest

with more troops and a large artillery . H e comm enced by a

combination against our left flank ; and , when this was frustrated ,
made such a demonstration against the captured vi llage , as

compelled us to change o ur whole front to the right . H is guns
,

during this manoe uvre, maintained an incessant fire, whilst, o ur

artillery ammunition being completely expended in these protrae

ted combats
,
we were unable to answer him with a single shot .

I n ow directed o ur almost exhausted cavalry to threaten both

flanks at once
,
preparing the infantry to advance in support

,

which apparently caused him suddenly to cease his fire and to

abandon the field .

Fo r twenty-four hours not a Sikh has appeared in o ur front .
The remains o f the Khal sa army are said to be in full retreat

across the Sutlej , at Nuggurputhur and Tilla, o r m arching up its

l eft bank towards Hurreke eputhur, in the greatest confusion and

dismay . Of their chiefs, Bahudur Singh is killed ; Lal Singh

said to be wounded ; Mehtab Singh ,Adj o o dh ia P e rsh ad , and Tej
Singh , the late governor o f Peshawur, have fled wi th precipitation .

Their cam p is th e scene o f the most awful carnage
,
and they have

abandoned large stores o f grain , camp equipage, and ammunition .

Thus has apparently terminated this unprovoked and criminal

invasion Of the peaceful provinces under British protection .

O n the conclusion o f such a narrative as I have g iven , i t is

surely superfluous in me to say, that I am ,
and shall be to the last

moment o f my existence , proud o f the army which I h ad the

honour to command o n the 2l st and 22n d instant . To their
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gallant exertions I owe the satisfaction Of seeing such a victory

achieved
,
and the glory o f having my name associated with it .

The loss o f this army has been heavy : how could a hope h e

formed th at it should be otherwise . W ithin thirty hours this

force stormed an entrenched camp
,
fought a general action, and

sustained two considerable combats with the enemy . Within four
days it has dislodged from their positions , on the left bank o f the

Sutlej
,

Sikh soldiers
,
supported by upwards o f 150 pieces

o f cannon
,
108 o f which the enemy acknowledged to have lost,

and 91 Of which are in o ur possession .

In addition to o ur losses in the battle , the captured camp was

found to be everywhere protected by charged mines, by the

successive Spring o f which many brave offi cers and men have

been destroyed .

I must bear te stim o nv to the valour displayed in these actions

by the whole o f the regIm e n ts o f H e r Majesty’s service employed ,
and the East India Company’s 1st European Light Infantry : the

native force seconded in a most spirited manner their gallant

conduct .

To Lieutenant-G eneral Sir H enry Hardinge, my second in

command, my warmest thanks are due, n o t only fo r his personal

exertions , which were conspicuous to all , but fo r the able assistance

he afforded me through all the eventful scenes o f this well-fought

action . To the general and my personal staff
,
I feel deeply

indebted fo r their unceasing exertions . Major-Generals Sir Harry

Smith , Gilbert, and Sir John Littler, and Brigadier ‘Va llace (who

nobly fell in the hour o f victory) , fully realized the high expecta

tions I had formed o f their conduct as leaders o f divisions .

W ith the Brigadiers
,
the Commandant o f Artillery, and the

Chief Engineer, the Commanding Officer Of regiments, and with

the D epartmental Staff, I was also greatly pleased ; their e xe r

tions were most unremitting , and high ly praiseworthy .

The reports I have received from the Generals o f divisions o f

Infantry
,
the Brigadiers o f Cavalry

,
and the Commandant o f

Artil lery , speak in the highest terms o f their respective staff ;
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and it is my intention
,
as soon as possib le

,
to forward to you

,

R ight Honourable S ir, a list containing the names o f the offi cers

I have j ust enumerated , together w ith the names o f all those who

appear to me especially to merit approbation and favour .
The hurried manner in which I am forced to collect information

,

and prepare these numerous details , may, I fear, cause the omis

sion o f the names o f some Officers well deserving o f notice but I

shall not fail to send in a supplementary list when I can assure

myself o f their individual merits, as i t would be most painful to

me to feel that I had not done j ustice to any o n e o f the brave

men who shared with me the glories and dangers o f this arduous

confl ict .

I beg now to mention the conduct o f an illustrious nobleman ,
Count R avensburg*

,
who, with the offi cers o f his suite , Counts

Greub e n and Oriola, did us the honour to accompany the force

during o ur operations . They were present atMo o dke e , and in
this great battle . It is with the greatest pleasure and sincerity I

can bear my testimony to their gallant conduct o n these occasions ,
worthy o f the high reputation in arms o f their countrymen , and

o f the great ancestor Of o n e o f them . I lament to add , that

D r . Hoffmeister , the medical attendant o n the Count, was killed

in the action o f the 2 1st instant .

I herewith enclose the report o f Lieutenant-General the R ight

Honourabl e Sir H enryHardinge, second in command . I have

the honour to be, &c . ,

H . GOUGH, Genera l ,

Comma nder-in Ch i ef,E a st I nd i es.

Coun t Rave n sburg is th e assumed n ame of P rin c e W aldemar of P russia, th e so n
o f P rin ce W i l l iam (th e la te King’s b ro th er), a nd th ere fore cousin to Fr ederick
W i l l iam IV. , King o f P russia . T h e P rin c e i s n ow in h is twen ty-n in th year, an d is
Colon e l in th e D ragoons o f th e P russian Gua rds.
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R e turn of Ki lled a nd Wound ed of theArmy of th e Sutlej , under th e
comma nd of H is E xce llency S ir Hugh Gough , Ba rt. , G . C .B .

,

Comma nd er-in -Ch ief, in th eActio ns f ought n ea r Ferozesha h , o n

th e 21st a nd 22nd of D ecember, 1845 .

Camp , Sultan Kh an Wa l la, D ecember 27 , 1 845.

Stafi .

— l European Offi cer killed 3 European Offi cers wounded .

Arti llery D ivisi o n .
— 2 European offi cers

,
2 native officers, 1 ser

geant
,
26 rank and file

,
4 lascars , 4 syce drivers , 2 syce grass

cutters
,
1 18 regimental horses— killed 4 European offi cers,

2 warrant offi cers, 10 sergeants, 61 rank and fi le , 7 lascars , 2 syce

drivers
,
2 syce grasscutte rs, 75 regimental horses

— wounded .

Ca va lry
— 3 European officers, 2 native officers, 4 havildars ,

1 trumpeter, 78 rank and file, 9 Offi ce rs
’ chargers, I63 regimental

horses— killed 9 European Ofli ce rs, 2 native offi cers, 1 warrant

offi cer, 9 havildars , 133 rank and file, 2 Offi ce rs
’ chargers,

1 12 regimental horses — wounded .

1st I nf a n try — 4 European offi cers , 6 native Offi cers , 5 sergeants,
o r havildars, 1 drummer, 1 19 rank and fi l e , 9 Offi ce rs

’ chargers

killed 19 European offi cers, 21 sergeants o r havildars, 8 drum

mers
,
399 rank and fi l e , 2 o fli ce rs

’ chargers— wounded .

2nd I nf a ntry — 8 European Offi cers, 3 native Officers, 6 serge ants

o r havil dars
,
150 rank and file, 6 Offi ce rs

’ chargers— killed

13 European Offi cers , 9 native offi cers, 26 sergeants o r havildar s,
8 drummers

, 365 rank and file, 2 o ffi ce rs
’ chargers— wounded .

3 rd I nfa n try — l l European offi cers, 1 native offi cer, 2 sergeants

o r havildars , 2 drummers, l l l rank and fi le, 2 o fli ce rs
’charger

killed ; 9 European offi cers, 2 native Offi cers, 13 sergeants o r

havildars
,
2 drummers

,
3 15 rank and file

,
1 lascar— wounded .

4 th I nf a n try — 8 European Offi cers , 3 native officers, 9 sergeants

o r havildars
,
1 15 rank and fi le , 7 Offi ce rs

’ chargers— killed ; 21

European offi cers
, 5 native officers , 20 sergeants o r havildars, 5

drummers
, 323 rank and fi l e— wounded .

Gra nd to ta l .— 3 7 European offi cers
,
l 7 native offi cers , 27 ser

ge an ts o r havildars , 4 trumpeters o r drummers, 599 rank and fi le ,
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4 lascars , 4 syce drivers , 2 syce gra sscutte rs, 33 Offi ce rs
’ chargers ,

281 regimental horses — killed ; 78 European offi cers, 18 native

Officers
,
3 warrant officers, 99 sergeants or havildars , 23 trumpeters

o r drummers
,

rank and file, 8 lascars, 2 syce drivers, 2 syce

grasscutte rs, 6 Offi ce rs
’chargers , 187 regimental horses, wounded .

Names of Ofi i cers Ki lled a nd Wounded .

P erso n a l S tafi Z— Lieuten ant-Colonel R . B . Wood
,
Aide-de

Camp to the R ight H onourable the Governor-General , severely

wounded Lieutenant F. P . H aines ,Aide-de-Camp to his Excel
l e n cy the Commander- in -Chief

,
severely ditto .

Gen era l S tafl
’

.
— Maj o rA. W . Fitzroy Somerset

,
Military Secre

tary to the R ight H o n . the Governor-General , mortally ditto,
since dead Brevet-Captain W . Hore, Offi ciating D eputy Secre

tary to the Government, killed .

Arti llery D ivisi o n , D ivisi o n a l S tafi .
— Captain W . K. Warner

,

Commissary o f Ordnance , slightly wounded .

Briga d e S tafi — Captain M . Mackenzie, Major o f Brigade
,

slightly wounded .

2nd Tro op ,
l st Briga de , H orse Arti llery — Captain E . D . A.

Todd , killed .

1st Tro op ,
3rd Briga de , H orse Arti llery — l st Lieutenant R .

M . Paton, slightly wounded .

3 rd T ro op ,
3rd Briga d e, H o rseArti llery — 1st Lieutenant P .

C . Lambert, killed .

3rd Comp a ny , 4th Ba tta li o n — l st Lieutenant E .Atlay , slightly
wounded .

Ca va lry D ivision .

D ivisi o na l S tafi — Lieutenant-Colonel D . Harriott
,
Com

mandant, slightly wounded Captain C . F. Havelock
, E .M. 9th

Foot , D . A. Quarter-Master-General , wounded .

Briga d e S tafi
"

.

— Lieutenant-Colonel M . White
, C .B.

,
com

manding l st Brigade
,
sl ightly wounded .
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H .M. 3rd L ight D rago o ns .
—Brevet-Captain J . E . Codd

,

killed ; Cornet H . Ellis, d itto Cornet G . W . K. Bruce, H .M.
16th , ditto . Major C . W . M . Balders

,
slightly wounded ; Lieu

tenant H . C . Morgan , severely wounded ; Lieutenant J . G . A.

Burton , slightly wounded ; Cornet W . H . O rme, severely

wounded ; Cornet Lieutenant J . D . W hite, slightly wounded ;
Cornet J . R athwe ll , ditto .

l st D ivisi o n of I nf a n try .

D ivisio na l S tafi i— Captain E . Luga rd , D .A.A. G . ,
wounded ;

Lieutenant A. J . Galloway , D . A. Q . M . G . ,
ditto ; Lieutenant

E . A. H o ld itch
,
A. D . C .

,
d itto .

H .M. 3 l st Fo o t.— Lieutenant J . L . R . Pollard , killed ; Lieu
tenant and Adj utant W . Bernard , ditto . Maj or G . Baldwin ,
severely wounded ; Lieutenant T . H . Plaskett, severely wounded ;
LieutenantA. Pilkington , ditto ; Ensign J . Paul , sl ightly wounded ;
Ensign H . P . Hutton

,
ditto .

H .M50th Fo o t.— Captain W . Knowles, wounded ; Lieutenant

C . A . Mouat, ditto ; Lieutenant E . J . Ch amb e rs, d itto ; Lieuten ant

R . M . Barnes , ditto ; EnsignA. W hite, ditto ; Lieutenant and

Adj utant E . C . Mullen
,
ditto .

24th R egimen tN. I .
-Brevet-Major J . Griffi n , killed ; Ensign

E . A. Grubb , wounded .

42nd L igh t I nf a n try — Lieutenant J . G . Wollen , killed ; Lieu

tenantAdj utant C . W . Ford , wounded ; Ensign J . Wardlaw,
ditto .

48i h R egimen t N. I .
— Lieutenant E . W . Litchford

,
slightly

wounded ; Lieutenant R . C . Taylor, ditto .

2nd D ivisio n of I nf a n try .

Briga d e S taj
'

.
— Lieutenant-Colonel C . C . Taylor

,
Brigadier

,

wounded ; Captain J . 0 . Lucas,Major o f Brigade, killed ; Captain

J . H . Burnet, 16th N . I . ,
ditto .

H .M29th Fo o t— Captain G . Molle, killed ; LieutenantA.A.

Simmons, ditto ; Major G . Congreve, wounded ; Captain A. St.

G . H . Stepney, ditto .
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l st Europ ea n L ight I nfa n try — Captain T . Box , killed Ensign

P . Moxon , ditto . Captain C . Clark ,
severely wounded ; Captain

B . Kendall
,
d angerously ditto ; Lieutenant C . T . Beatson , 14th

N . I . Offi ciating Interpreter, severely ditto ; Lieutenant R . W .

H . Fanshawe
,
slightly ditto ; Ensign F. O . Sa lusb ury ,

se ve re ly

ditto ; Ensign C . R . Wreford , slightly ditto .

2nd R eg imen t N. I .
, Grena d i ers .

— Ensign G . A. Armstrong
,

killed . Captain T . W . Bolton
,
severely wounded Ensign

W . S . R . Ho dso n s
,
lightly ditto .

16th R eg imen tN. I . , Grena d i ers .
—Maj or L . N . Hull , killed ;

Ensign J . J . O
’

Bry e n , slightly wounded .

45th R egimen tN. I .
— Lieutenant C . V . Hami lton, wounded .

3rd D ivisi on of I nf a n try .

Briga de S tafi — Lieutenant-Colonel N . Wallace, Brigadier ,
killed .

H .M. 9th Fo o t. —Lieutenant-Colonel A. B . Taylor
,
killed ;

Captain J . D unne, ditto ; Captain J . F. Field
,
ditto . CaptainA.

Barton, severely wounded : Lieutenant A. Taylor, severely

wounded ; Lieutenant J . U . Vigors
,
slightly wounded ; Lieu

tenant F. S ievwrigh t, dangerously wounded ; Lieutenant W . G .

Cassidy, dangerously wounded ; EnsignW . H . Forster, contused .

H .M. 80th Fo o t. -Captain A. D . W . Best, killed ; Captain

R . Sch eb e rra s, ditto ; Lieutenant R . B . Warren , ditto ; Lieu
tenant G . C . G . Byth e se a , ditto . Major R . A. Lockhart,
wounded ; Brevet-Captain S . Fraser, since dead ; Lieutenant

M . D . Freeman , wounded .

26th L ight I nfa n try, N. I .
—Lieutenant G . A. Croly , killed ;

LieutenantA. C . Eatwell , ditto .

73rd R egimen t,N. I — Captain R . M . Hunter
,
killed .

4th D ivisi o n of I nfa n try .

D ivisio n a l S tafi — Lieutenant Harvey,Aide-de-Camp , killed
Captain J . F. Egerton , wounded .
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Briga d e S tafi Z— Captain C . F. J . Burnet
,
Major o f Brigade

,

sl ightly wounded ; Lieutenant-Colonel T . R eed , slightly ditto .

E .M. 62nd Fo o t. —Captain G . H . Clarke, killed ; Captain

H . W ells, ditto ; Lieutenant T . K. Scott, ditto ; Lieutenant

W .M‘Na ir, ditto ; Lieutenant R . Gubbins , ditto ; Lieutenant

M . Kelly, ditto ; Lieutenant andAdj utant G . Sims, ditto . Major

W . T . Shortt, sl ightly wounded ; Captain S . W . Graves , badly

ditto ; Captain C . W . Sibley, ditto ; Captain D . G . A. D arroch
,

sl ightly ditto ; Lieutenant M . J . Grego rso n , badly d itto ; Lieu

tenant W . L . I nga l l , slightly ditto ; Lieutenant A. S . Craig, se

ve re ly ditto ; Ensign C . Roberts, ditto ; Ensign J . M . M . H ewett
,

sligh tly ditto .

12th R egimentNa tive I nf a n try — Lieutenant-Colonel L . Bruce,
very severely wounded ; Captain W . B. H olmes

,
severely ditto ;

Lieutenant C . B . Tulloch , very severely ditto ; Ensign J . H . C .

Ewart
,
slightly ditto .

14th R egimen t Na tive I nfa n try . Captain W . Struthers
,

slightly wounded ; Brevet-Captain C . G . Walsh , ditto ; Lieu
tenantA. 0 . W ood , severely ditto ; Lieutenant I . H . H . Lukin,
slightly ditto Ensign G . Weld

,
severely ditto .

P . GRANT,Maj o r,
D eputy Adjuta n t Gene ra l of th e Army .

Ki lled — European offi cers, 37 ; n ative ditto
,
1 7 non-com

m i ssioned , drummers , rank and fil e
,
630 : syces

,
drivers

,
&c . 10 ;

total
,
694 .

Wound ed — European offi cers, 78 ; native ditto, 18 ; non

commissioned, drummers, rank and file, 1610 ; syces, drivers,
&c . 12 ; warrant offi cers , 3 ; total ,
Grand total o f all ranks , killed and wounded ,
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R eturn of Ordna nce cap tured during the Actio n of the 2 l st a nd

22nd in sta n t.

Camp , Ferozesh ah , 27th D ecember, 1 845 .

NO . No .

Howitzer 42-pounder 1 Guns brass I2-pounder 3

ditto brass 24-pounder l ditto d i tto l l -pounder 1

ditto ditto 9-pounder l ditto ditto l O-pounder 4

Guns ditto l 8-pounder 5 ditto ditto 9-pounder

ditto ditto 12-pounder I ditto ditto 8-pounder

ditto ditto 9-pounder 10 ditto ditto 7 -pounder

d itto ditto 7 -pounder ditto ditto 3 -pounder

8

9

2

ditto ditto 8 -pounder 4 ditto ditto 6-pounder 1

l 6

d itto ditto 6-pounder 1 ditto iron 3 -pounder 1

ditto d itto 32-pounder 1 ditto ditto 6-pounder 5

ditto ditto 24-pounder l Mortar brass l O-inch sh e l l l
ditto d itto l 8-pounder 2 ditto ditto 24-pounder 1

ditto ditto l 5-pounder 1

Many o f these guns have lon g Persian inscriptions on them ,

and very o ld dates ; some are highly ornamented
,
carriages in

good repair, and closely assimilating to those in use with the
BengalArtillery, the whole well fitted fo r post guns ; the metal
in these guns is much heavier than those o f a similar calibre in

use with the BengalArtillery .

Two more guns were discovered at So o ltan -Khan Walla
, o f

wh ich no return has yet be en rece ived .

W . K. WARNER, L i eute na nt a nd B revet Cap ta i n,

Commissa ry of Ordna n ce .

M .MC KEN Z IE, Brevet-Cap ta in , Br iga de
-Majo r Arti llery ,

Army of th e Sutlej .

GEO . G . D ENNIss, Brigad i er of Fo o t Arti llery ,

Army of th e Sutlej .

G EORGE BROOKE
,
Briga d i er comma nd ing Arti llery ,

Army of th e Sutlej .
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From L i eutena n t-G enera l S ir He nry Ha rdinge , to H is

E xce l le n cy Gen era l S ir Hugh G ough , Ba rt. , Com

ma nd er-in Ch ief of I nd ia .

Camp ,
Ferozep ore , D ecem ber 22, 1 845 .

S IR ,

I have the honour to report to your Excellency that,
when the army under your command had formed its j unction with

the forces fro mFe ro ze po re , under Major-General Sir John Littler,
and was drawn up in order o f battle, o n the 21st inst . , I pro

ce e d e d with the two left brigades, commanded by Colonels

W allace andMcL a re n ,
to attack the enemy

’

s entrenched posi

tion at Ferozeshah .

2 .
— The line advanced with great stead iness, n otwithstanding

the nature o f the ground , intersected with j ungle . W hen the

troops had cleared these imped iments
,
and had opened out into

the plain
,
they continued to press o n

, without a check , under a

very heavy fire o f grape and musketry from the enemy
’s batteries,

and having borne down all Opposition , entered the enemy
’s camp

,

a n d captured the guns in their front .

3 .
—This portion o f the camp was soon after o n fire

,
compelling

the troops to desist from their attack o f the remainder
,
and as it

was now dark
,
the troops formed o n the ground

,
nearly o n a line

with the burning camp . From that period till the morning
,

these brave men were exposed to an incessant fi re from the

enemy’s guns, the darkness o f the night being illuminated by the

explosion o f mines, tumbrils, and shells .
4 .

— I need not dwell o n the events Of this night, so remarkable

in military h istory , because your Excellency witnessed them ,
and

with me admired the fortitude and resolution o f these brave men
,

ready to encounter any danger, although harassed by fatigue, and
suffering from thirst .

5 .
— I have personally reported to your Excellency my admira

tion o f the conduct o f H .M. 80th R eg iment, and the l st European
Light Infan try

,
in obeying with alacrity the order I gave about

midnight to stand to their arms and charge a battery, which bore
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d estructively o n o ur ranks . Lieut . -Col . Bunbury, assisted by

Lieut . -Col . W ood , myAide-de-Camp , led the attack , on which
occasion the latter Ofli c er was wounded . The guns were spiked

,

the enemy driven away with loss , and this part o f our l ine left

undisturbed fo r the remainder o f the night . Their conduct in the

preceding part o f the action came more immediately under your

Exce llency
’s own observation .

6 -Your Excellency, having formed the troops before daylight,
l ed the right Of the attack , entrusting the left to me . The whole

l ine instantly advanced , and , animated by your example, carried

everythi ng before them ; and , having traversed the camp from

o n e extremity to the other, drew up in a perfect l ine, expressing

by loud cheers , as we rode up the line, their conscious pride that

every man had done his duty .

7 .
— I again most cordially congratulate you o n the brilliant

success o f the army under your Excellency’s command .

8 .

—I t is now my duty to report to your Excellency
,
that Maj or

General Gilbert, commanding a portion o f this d ivision o f the
army

,
gave me great satisfaction .

9 .

— Colonel W allace fell bravely at the head o f his troops .
10 .

-ColonelMcL are n led his brigade with his accustomed
j udgment and resolution .

l l .
-My own personal S taff having been all disabled , with the

exc eption o f one most dear to me
,
and who still remained by my

side , I derived , o n the morning o f the 22n d
,
themost valuable aid

from Lieutenant-Colonel Birch , Judge -Advocate-Gen eral ; from
Lieutenant-Colonel Parsons ; and from your Ex cell ency

’s in te l l i
gent and brave Aide-de-Camp , Captain W est . These Offi cers,
riding several paces in front o f the line, regulated the advance

animated the men , and prevented any unnecessary firing .

l 2 .
— I have great obligations, dur ing the whol e o f these opera

tions
,
to Colon el Benson , a Member o f the Military Board , and

acting as my Aide-de-Camp, who h a s constantly accompanied me

in th e field
,
and in whose cool j udgment and experienced abil ity

I place great reliance .
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1 3 .
—MyAide-de-Camp, Lieutenant-Colonel Wood , has shown

all the qualities wh ich make a good o fli ce r .

l 4 .

— I beg to bring to your notice myAide-de-Camp , L ieute
nant H ill ier , who is wounded ; and Lieutenant Peel , o f the 3 7th

Native Infantry
,
ActingAide-de-Camp , who is slightly wounded .

Captain Becher
, Of the Quarter-Master-General

’s D epartment

attached to my camp
,
also accompanied me , and I recommend

h im as a very promising o fli ce r .

15 .
— I also recommend the offi cers belonging to the Political

Agency to these provinces, who acted as my Aides-de-Camp ,
Captain Abbott an d Lieutenant Lake, and are both wounded .

Captain Mills
,
Acting Aide-de-Camp , took the command o f a

troop o f horse artillery, with his usual sp irit .

16 .
— I t i s n ow with great pain that I have to record the irre

parable l oss I have sustained , and more especially the East India

Company’s Service, in the death o f Major Broadfoot
, o f the

Madras Army , my Political Agent . H e wa s thrown from his

horse by a shot, and I fai led in prevailing upon him to leave the

field . H e remounted , and shortly afterwards received a mortal

wound . H e was as brave as he was able in every branch o f the

Political and Military S ervice .

l 7 .
— Maj or Somerset, my Military Secretary, much about the

same time was shot through the body, conducting himself with the

hereditary courage o f his race . H e was always foremost where

diffi culties required to be overcome . I deeply regret h is loss .
l 8 .

— I have also lost a most promising and brave offi cer by the

death o f Captain H erries, o n the n ight o f the 18th, atMo o dke e .

19 .
—Lieutenant Munro , Of the 10th Light Cavalry , myAide

de-Camp
,
a most amiable and excellent offi cer, I have also had

the misfortune to lose, Whilst placed at vour Excellency
’s dis

posal
,
in the affa ir atMo o dke e .

20 .

— Captain Hore, Assistant Military Secretary , and a valuable

Offi cer, acting as my Aide-de-Camp , was killed about the sam e
time as Maj or Somerset received his wound .

21 .
— I have now to request your Excellency’s notice to the con
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duct o f an illustrious nobleman , Count Ravensburg , who , with

the offi cers o f his suite, Count Gre ub e n and Count Oriola , a ccom

pa n ie d me in the field . These Prussian offi cers nobly sustained

the reputation o f their co un trym

22.
— The Prince

’

s surgeon was struck to the ground by a ball
.

I saw his R oyal H ighness instantly spring from his horse to his

assistance . The Prince
’

s humanity was unavail ing
,
— death had

already closed the surgeon’s career .
23 .
— I am aware o f the respectful regard which your Excellency

entertains fo r this illustrious nobleman and his companions
,
travel

lers in the East ; and I know that this brief record o f their actions

will be gratifying to your Excellency .

I have
, &c .

H . HARD INGE .

FromMaj o r Gen era l S ir J o hn L i ttler to th e Adjuta nt-Genera l

of theArmy .

F erozep ore, D ecember 25, 1 845.

S IR ,

In pursuance o f instructions received from the R ight
Honourable the Governor-General , under date the 20th instant,
I moved o ut o f my position at Ferozepore at eightAM. on the 2 l st

instant, with the corps as per margin
*
,
leaving the defence o f the

can tonments to the 63rd R egiment Native Infantry, under the

command o f Lieutenant-Colonel W ilkinson
,
and that o f the town

to the 27th Regiment Native Infantry
,
under Lieutenant-Colon el

Carn egy , together with detachments o f sappers , and half a field

battery in the town , and 2n d company (reserve) o f artillery in

the entrenchment .

I effected a j unction with the troops under the personal com

2 T roops Horse Ar t i l l ery ; 1 ; L igh t Fie ld Ba t tery ; 8 th L igh t Caval ry ;
3 rd Irregular Caval ry ; H .M. 62n d . Foo t, l st b rigade ; 12th Native In fan try , 1st
b rigade ; 14th di tto, l st b rigad e ; 3 3rd d i t to, 2ud b rigad e ; 44th d i t to, 2ud b rigad e ;
54 th di tto, 2nd b rigade ; d e tachmen t o f Sappe rs .

F
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mand o f his Excellency the Command er-in -Chief, and , agreeably

to his instructions moved into position , or order o f battle, o n the

same evening about four P .M. The first advance in line was very

steady
,
and the approach to the enemy’s works made under a

most galling and destructive fire . The casualties in the ranks

were awful . The troops
,
however

,
still moved o n with great

firmness and resolution
,
and approached the enemy’s battery to

within about 150 yards
,
when I considered the prize to be within

their grasp .

Brigad ier T . R eed gave the order to charge
,
supported by the

left
, o r Brigadier the H onourable T . Ashburnham’s

,
brigade .

This charge was commenced with such determined gallantry and

spirit that the result seemed certain . The enemy
,
however,

having great confidence in their guns
,
continued to serve them

with extraordinary activity , and to make such havoc in our ranks ,
as to cause an immed iate panic and hesitation in H e r Majesty

’s

62n d Foot , which o f course had a similar effect on the native

reg iments on the flanks
,
notwithstanding all o ur exertions to

induce them to advance by cheering and encourag ing them ,

pointing at the same time to th e short distance which they had

to proceed , when th e day would be their o wn . I t was all in vain ,
and they retired out Of gunshot

,
to where H e r Majesty’s 9th Foot

and 26th Regiment Native Infantry were drawn up in reserve .

Apart o f the 14th Regiment Native Infantry
,
with their colours

,

accompanied these two reg iments, and entered the enemy
’s

batteries .

At this period it was nearly dark
,
and

,
as I had heard that the

d ivisions o n the right had also been unable to Obtain an entrance ,
I b ivouacked fo r the night in the vicinity .

On the following morning
,
I obtained information o f the right

division having been directed to renew the attack
,
and I moved

to c o -Operate, a s might be necessary . I then received orders to

wait until further instructions
,
and was moved up to the town

,
and

directed to hold it . The result o f this attack was m ost glorious

to the British army, and I heartily congratulate his Excellency
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and the Governor-General on the happy term ination o f probably

o n e o f the most sanguinary engagements that ever took place in
India .

‘Vith the conduct o f the troops in general
,
under me

,
I was

much gratified ; their patience and perseverance in marching
through the day, exposed to the sun and want o f water, must

have, no doubt, in some measure weakened their energies , but

they notwithstanding evinced great firmness and resolution in

advancing to the attack
,
until borne down by the furious a n d

irresistible fire from all arms that man could be exposed to ; the

loss o f m any o f their offi cers must have tended to relax their

efforts and ch eck their ardour
,
and under such circumstances

only could the disappointment to He r Majesty’s 62n d R eg iment

themselves
,
and to their country

,
have been fo r a moment

conceived .

The native troops
,
under the numerous temptations to wh ich

they have been exposed fo r several months past by S ikh emi ssaries,
have evinced their loyalty to the British Government in a most

remarkable manner
,
not a single desertion having taken place,

since the enemy crossed the Sutlej , that has come to my know

ledge . They have maintained the character o f the Bengal army

in displaying courage and bravery under a heavy fire .

I have much pleasure in bringing to the favourable notice o f

his Excellency the Commander-in -Chief the services o f those

zealous and indefatigable offi cers , Brigad iers T . Reed
,
the H o n

o ura b l e T . Ashburnham ,
D . Harriott, commanding cavalry ; and

E . Huthwaite , commanding artillery ; whose cool courage durin g

the attack was conspicuous . To the several commanding offi cers

o f regiments and divisions, Lieutenant-Colonel Ga irdn e r, com

manding 14th R egiment Native Infantry ; Lieutenant-Colonel

Bruce
,
commanding 12th R egiment Native Infantry

,
who lost his

arm in the action ; Maj or W ake , commanding 44th Regiment

Native Infantry ; Major Shortt, commanding H e r Majesty’s

62n d Foot ; Major O sborn , commanding 54th R eg iment Native

Infantry ; and Captain Sandeman , commanding 33 rd Reg iment

Na tive Infantry ; I feel much i ndebted fo r the spirited a n d



68 WAR WITH THE SIKHS .

gallant manner in which they brought up their respective regi

ments during the advance .

It is with sincere regret that I have to report fo r his Excellency’s

information the death o f myAide-de-Camp , Lieutenant Harvey,
o f H e r Majesty’s 39th Foot, a very promising and intelligent

young offi cer, and devoted to his profession . H e was shot during

the advance
,
in the act o f cheering on the m en ,

when within about

250 yards o f the enemy’s works . H is death will be a loss to the

public service
,
and deplored by his friends and relations .

O f Captain Egerton , my Assistant Quarter-Master-General ,
whose activity and zeal were conspicuous

,
I cannot speak to o

highly ; he was severely wo un d e d b n the morning o f the 22n d .

It is with much gratification that I also submit fo r his Excel

l e n cy
’

s consideration, and acknowledge the obligation to Major

P . Innes, my D eputy Assistan t Adj utant-General , and Captain
Burnett

,
Major o f the Brigade , fo r their indefatigable exertions

throughout the affair, as well as fo r their able assistance on all

occasions .

Lieutenant Goodwyn , Of the Engineers , has proved himself a

m ost zealous an d indefatigable offi cer during the whole time that

the S ikh army has been opposite Ferozepore, a s well as on the

evening o f the 2 l st
,
during the engagement, and whom I beg to

recommend to his Excellency’s notice .

To Captain W . B . Thomson , Commissariat D epartment, who

accompanied me
,
and to LieutenantW . Fullerton

,
superintending

the Sudder Bazaar, who volunteered his services as myAide-de
Camp

,
and was particularly useful to m e in the field

,
I feel

indebted .

Captain Nicolson , l ateAssistant Governor-General’s agent, and
Colonel Van Courla nd , late o f th e Sikh service , who were placed

at my disposal by the late Maj or Broadfoot
, C .B. ,

afforded me

every assistance in their power during the engagement and pre

vio usly , wh en the Sikhs fi rst crossed the Sutlej . I have
, &c .

J . H . LITTL ER
,Maj o r-Gen era l,

Comma ndi ng I nf a n try D ivisio n .







WAR WITH THE S IKHS . 69

D esp a tch fromMcy’o r Gen era l G i lb ert to th e Comma nder-in Ch ief ,

d e ta i ling th e Op era ti o ns of the T ro op s und er h is comma nd a t the

Ba ttle Of F Camp , Sultan , D ecember 24 , 1 845 .

S IR ,
-Agreeably to instructions j ust received ,

I have the honour to report
,
fo r the information

n o ggii
a

fi o t.
o f his Excellency the Commander-in -Chief, the

45th R est No l ' operations o f the 2n d infantry division in action
H .M. ’s 8o th Foo t .

W Ith the enemy smee that o f the 18th Instant atMo o dke e .

My division , consisting o f the troops as per

margin , having been directed to lead the attack

upon the enemy’s entrenched camp at Feroze

4mBr igade . shah , after stead i ly advancing under a heavy

éfx
t

d

E

ggfféigng
‘

éhrS . S
cannonade in éch e l lo n o f regiments from the

16th D i t to right covered by two light field batteries , com
rid m a n d e d by Captain H orsford

,
came into action

Eabout four P .M.
,
and succeeded in driving the

D enemy from that part o f their position opposed

to me
,
though I regret to say this was n o t effected without con

sid e rabl e loss, particularly in European officers .
In con sequence o f the night setting in

,
the fear o f the troops

firing o n each other, and through confusion , consequent on part

o f the enemy
’s camp being on fire

,
not rendering i t expedient that

I should retain the position so gallantly wo n ,
I took up another ,

under instructions
,
about 400 yards from the camp , where I

bivouacked fo r the night .

O

Towards morning o f the 22n d instant, the 3rd
3 rd I nf . D iv i s i o n .

H
.M. ’s 9th Foo t . division , under Brigad ierW allace , consisting o f

26th R eg . N. I .

T wo de tachm en ts o f

e
L
a
r
e
n
,

C
.

the troops a s per margin , having been placed

H .My s l o th Foo t. und er my comman d
,
In add ition to my own (2n d

H .M. ’s 29th Foo t . division) , I , at daybreak , under instruction from
1 st European L t. In .

1 6th Na t, G ren adi ers,
h l S Excellency the Commander-m -Ch l ef, made

I n f.
my dispositions fo r again storming the enemy

’

s
HM-’s 9th Foo t entrenched post

,
which had been re -occup ied
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during the n ight
,
a n d the troops, as per margin , advanced in line

drawn up from the right, as follows :

The front o f the left o f my division was led into action by his

Excellency the Commander-in -Chief, and the right by the R ight

Honourable the Lieutenant-General , Sir H . Hardinge, and I

myself leading H e r Majesty’s 80th Foot ; and n otwithstand ing

the advance was made under a tremendous fire o f heavy guns,
the enemy’s entrenchment was retaken , battery after battery, at

the bayonet’s point ; and although the troops under my imm e

diate command required no stimulus to oppose the enemy
,
yet

the presence o f those two above-mentioned distinguished offi cers

in the field o f battl e greatly animated them o n this try ing

occasion .

The conduct o f H e r Majesty’s 80th Regiment and the H o n .

Company’s l st European Light Infantry
,
I cannot too highly

speak o f
,
a s well as that o f the 16th Grenadiers

,
a n d portions o f

the 2n d Grenadiers , 26th Light Infantry, and 45th R egiment

Native Infantry .

It affords me great satisfaction to record the valuable services

I received o n this occasion and o n the preceding evening from

those distinguished o fli ce rs, Brigadier C . Taylor, C .B.
,
Brigadier

J .McL are n , and Brigadier N . Wallace ; the fi rst-named offi cer,
although wounded by a cannon shot in the evenin g

,
was again at

the head o f his brigade o n the followi ng
Cap t . F. W . An son ,A.A.G .

L i eut . T . S . R am on , morning ; and the last-named Offi cer (Briga

Capt. G .

g
Carr,

d ier W allace) I regret to say was killed
D y . J . A . A . G . towards the end o f the action ; a s well asCa t. R . H ough ton ,p
Aid e _d e -camp .

from the general and personal staff
,
whose

L i eut. F.M. Gi lb er t o

mfg. Ex tra .A. D .C.

names are mentioned 1n the margin
,
part1

Breve t-Q apt' P 1 G0 rd o ng cularly from the fi rst-named o fli ce r (Cap
Brlg .Maj . 6th Brig.

tamAnson) . Nor can I forbear to m ention
the gallant behaviour o f Lieutenant and Adjutant Paton o f

the 14th R egiment Native Infantry
,
who comm anded one o f the

detachments o f native infantry o n the right
,
which at one time

hesitated to move forward , when that Offi cer, seizing a colour ,
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advanced in front
,
and by this necessary example induced the

men to regain their place in the l ine and move onwards .

In consequence o f the death O f Brigadier W a llace, command

ing the 3 rd division o f infantry
,
I take leave to bring to the notice

o f his Excellency the Commander-in -Chief th e valuab l e services

o f that zealous Offi cer, Captain T . R . Pond , D eputy Assistant
Adj utant-General o f the 3rd division . Areturn o f the killed

and wounded o f both actions will be forwarded as soon as

possible .
I have the honour to be , &c . &c .

(Signed) W . R . G ILBERT,Majo r-Gen e ra l,

Comma nd ing S eco nd D ivisi o n Army of th e Sutlej .

P . S .
— The following o f the General S taff had horses shot

under them z— Major-General G ilbert, 1 killed and 1 wounded ;
Lieutenant T . R . Rawson , I killed ; Captain Carr , 1 killed and

l wounded .

P ro clama ti o n by the Go verno r G en era l of I nd ia .

Feroz ep ore, D ecem ber 3 1 , 1845 .

The Lahore Government has, without provocation , o r any

declaration o f hostilities, and notwithstanding the existence o f a

treaty o f amity and all iance, made war upon the British Govern

ment
. Alarge S ikh army has invaded the British territories ,

which has been repulsed and driven across the Sutlej , with the

loss o f 91 pieces o f their artillery now in our possession . I t

becomes necessary
,
th erefore , fo r the British Government to take

measures fo r punishing this unprovoked aggression , and fo r pre

venting in future similar acts o f treachery by the Government

and army o f the P unj aub . The British Government considers it

right n ow to call upon all natives and inhabitants o f H ind o o sta n

who have taken service under the Lahore Government, to quit

that service
,
and place themselves under the orders o f the Gover

n o r-General o f India . As long as relations o f amity ex isted

between the two states
,
there was no obj ection to the natives o f

the o n e territory taking service w i th the Government o f th e
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other ; but now that the Lahore state has become the avowed

enemy o f the Government of H in d o o stan , it is incumbent o n a l l

n atives of H in d o o stan , whose homes and families are under

British protection , to quit the service o f the common enemy, and

j oin that o f the Government of their own country . All persons

o f the above description are , therefore, hereby called upon to

repair to the British side o f the Sutlej , and to report themselves

to the British authorities ; their interests will, i n all cases, be

respected ; they will , if fit for the military service
,
be taken into

that o f the British Government , with all the advantages of pay

and allowances enj oyed by British soldier

All natives ofH in d o o stan who, after the promulgation o f this

Proclamation , continue in the service o f the enemy will be co n

sid e re d to have forfeited all claim to British protection
,
and will

b e treated as traitors to their country, and enemies of the British

Government .

By order of the Right Honourable the Go vernor-General o f Ind ia,
F . CURR IE

S ecre ta ry to the Go vernmen t of I nd ia ,
wi th the Go vernor Gen era l .

NOTIFICATION .

Feroz ep ore , D e c . 25, Ch ri stmas D ay , 1 845 .

The Governor-General has the heartfelt satisfaction to announce
to his Honour the President in Council

,
to the army

,
and to the

people of India , the repulse o f the S ikh forces in their attack on

a portion o f the British army nearMo o dke e
,
on the night o f the

1 8th instant, and the capture, o n the evening o f the 21 5t and

morning o f the 22n d , of their entrenched camp , with seventy

pieces o f cannon , defended by men
,
near the vil lage o f

Ferozeshah . Upwards o f ninety pieces o f the enemy’s artillery
have been taken in these two Operation s .
T hese events, so glorious to the British arms, have been fol

lowed by th e precipitate retreat o f the enemy towards the Sutlej
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his pride abated
,
and the unprovoked aggression o n th e British

territory signally avenged .

The Governor-General cordially congratulates the Commander

in -Chief
,
General Sir Hugh Gough , Bart . , G C .B. , o n the entire

success of his Excellency’s rapid and energetic operations, in

which the troops
,
both Briti sh and native, have displayed under

circumstances of long continued fatigue
,
since the l 1 th instant

,

their accustomed discipline and valour .

The Governor-General will rej oice in recording the gallant

exploits o f the army during this important campaign , by deco

rating the breasts o f the victors with a medal , as soon as the

report of these Operations shall be received from the Commander

i n -Chief.
Incessantly engaged in sh aring with his brave troops their

fatigues
,
and showing by his personal example at th e head of his

troops the value of enduring privations with patience, i t has been

impossible fo r his Excellency the Commander-in -Chief
,
in the

midst of so many occupations , to furnish to the Governor-General

a detailed report of these brilliant successes .

The Governor-General , however , cannot refrain from notify ing

to the Honourable the President in Council , to the army, and

to the people o f India , these results, so honourable to the British

arm s ; and he directs that this Notification be carefully made

known to all the troops by being read on their parades
,
and com

mun ica te d to all the departments o f the Government , civil and

m il itary, and that a salute o f twenty -one guns be fired from this

fort of Ferozepore , this day at one o
’clock

,
and at every principal

station of the army as soon as the notification shall be received .

These grateful and heartfelt acknowledgments to the army fo r

i ts services cannot be closed without humbly remembering that

o ur thanks are due to Him who is the only G iver o f all victory,
and without whose aid the battle is not to the strong .

The Governor-General therefore invites every British subj ect

at this station to return thanks to Almighty God
,
this d ay at

eleven o’clock
,
for the mercies He has so recently vouchsafed
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us, by assembling at the Governor-General
’s tent

,
where prayers

and thanksgivings will be read by the Governor-General
’s

chaplain .

By order o f the Right Ho n . the Governor-General o f India,
F . CURR IE,

S ecreta ry to th e G o vernmen t of I ndia ,
wi th the G overn o r Genera l .

G enera l Orders by the R igh t H o n . th e G o vern o r-Gen era l of I nd i a .

Camp , Fero zep ore , D e cem ber 30 , 1845 .

The Governor-General having received from the Commander

m -Chief in India the despatches, dates o f which are noted in the

margin
*
,
directs that they be published fo r the information of the

army and people of India .

The first despatch from his Excellency reports the operations

o f the army o n the evening o f the 18th inst . , atMo o dke e , Where
the enemy attempted to surprise the British camp, and were

repulsed at all points With the loss o f seventeen guns .

The second despatch reports the glorious successes obtained by

the army under the immediate command o f his Excellency
,
o n

the evening o f the 215t, and the morning o f the 22n d , at Feroze

shah
,
Where the British army assaulted the entrenched camp o f

the Sikhs , d efended by 108 pieces o f cannon , some ofheavy calibre,
and

,
after driving the enemy from his position

,
captured seventy

four guns . Thus the enemy have been forced to relinquish to their

victors on these occasions upwards o f ninety pieces o f artillery
,

With all the munitions of war in their camp .

Al l the obj ects which the Governor-General desired to effect

h ave been accompl ished by his Excellency the Commander-in

Chief. The British force posted at Ferozepore
,
thus suddenly

and treacherously surround ed by the Sikh army
,
with a park o f

a rtillery
,
has been relieved ; the brave garrison, under its able

D e cembe r 19th a n d 22nd .
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commander Maj or-General S ir J . Littler, not only maintained a

firm attitude o f defence, but had the satisfaction , so grateful to

brave soldiers, of skilfully forming a j unction w ith the Umballa

force
,
and gallantly taking part in the d iscom fi ture of the enemy

which had so recently invested them .

The Governor-General again cordially congratulates his E x

c e l l e n cy General Sir Hugh Gough , o n the great and

important victories obtained by the army under his immediate

comm and .

The Governor-General
,
in the name of the Government and o f

the people o f India, gratefully acknowledges the nobl e services

rendered to the public by his Excel lency the Commander-in

Chief
,
by all the general and other officers

,
by the non-commis

sio n e d officers, and soldiers o f th e brave Indian army .

The Governor-Gen eral’s thanks are due to all the infantry

regiments of Her Maj esty, a n d to the l st European Light

Infantry o f the East Indi a Compan y’s service, all o f which

regiments distinguished themselves by the most devoted courage

i n braving the destructive fire o f the enemy’s batteries , and

valiantly capturing their guns .

The Governor-General offers his thanks m ore especially to

Her Maj esty
’s 3rd Dragoons, who, o n all these occasions, sought

opportunities o f useful conflict with the enemy , and fought with

that superiority over their opponents , which skil l and discipline

impart to brave a n d determined men .

The European and native artillery maintained their accus

tom e d character for steady unyieldin g courage, when exposed to

a very heavy and galling fire .

The Governor-General’s thanks are j ustly due to the brave

infantry o f the native army, whose va lour so mainly contributed

to these victories
,
and he cannot withhold his admiration for the

patience and perseverance with which they endured privations

inseparable from forced marches .

The artillery
,
cavalry, a n d infantry , united together by th e

bonds o f mutual esteem , may b e confident that, when they rely
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o n each other
’s courage, the three arms , combined and acting

together , will be ever found to be an invinci b le enemy .

The Government o f India, as a tribute of their esteem fo r the

meritorious conduct of the troops engaged in the recent operations
,

will grant to every officer and soldier in the service of the Govern

ment o f India
,
engaged in these battles

,
a medal to be worn with

their uniforms
,
o n which the word FERO Z ESHAH shall be

inscribed
,
as d enoting th at they have served in this important

campaign .

The Commander-in -Chief wil l be so good as to furnish the

Governor-General with lists o f all the officers and soldiers engaged

in the operations o f this campaign .

The Governor-General is further pleased to order that the

following corps be permitted to wear the word FERO Z ESHAH ”

upon their appointments , standards , and colours, in perpetual

commemoration o f their gallant service

l st and 3rd brigades Horse Artillery ; 2ud , 3 rd ,
and 4th com

pan ie s, 4th battalion ; 2ud and 4th companies , 6th battalion ; 2ud
company, 7th battal ion, Foot Artillery Governor-General

’s Body

Guard 4th , 5 th , and 8th regiments of Light Cavalry ; 3 rd , 8th ,

and 9th regiments Irregula r Cavalry ; l st European Light

Infantry ; 2n d , 12th , 14th ,
16th

,
24th

, 26th , 3 3 rd , 42n d , 44th ,

45th
,
47th , 48th , 54th , and 73rd reg iments of Native Infantry .

By order o f the Right Ho n . the Governor-General of In dia
,

F . CURRIE .

H e a d Q uarte rs, Camp ,Nih a lke e , J a nuary 28, 1846.

T h e Commander-in -Chief is pleased to d irect the publication

in General O rders to the army o f the following General Ord er,
i ssued to the army of the Sutlej .

The arrival of Her Majesty’s 62n d Foot at head quarters offers

to the Commander-in -Chief an opportunity
,
of which he glad ly

takes advantage
,
to express the satisfaction it affords him to have
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the services o f this corps available with the force immediately

opposed to the enemy .

The chance of war placed the 62n d Regiment in o ppdsitio n to

the strongest part o f the enemy
’

s entrenched position at the

battle o f Ferozeshah , on the night of the 21 st ultimo .

The following day , after the enemy
’s position had been carried ,

the Commander-in -Chief, with several o fii ce rs o f his personal

staff
,
minutely inspected the point attacked by the 62n d Regiment .

H e found it had been d efended by numerous guns o f heavy calibre

served with grape and canister .

The very heavy fire by which the regiment was assailed
,
and

its steady devote d gallantry under the storm ,
are best attested by

the fact, o f which his Excellency was an eye-witness , o f the space

in front o f, and close to the enemy
’

s battery
,
having been thickly

strewed with the bodies o f the brave officers and sold iers who fell

in th e assault . The Commander-in -Chief finds that seventeen

officers and 185 m e n fell on this occasion , an d that the regiment

did not desist from its noble effo rts to carry the position , until

ordered by the brigadier commanding to fall back , as stated

in the following extract from the brigadier’s report only n ow

received

Under these circum stances
,
see ing Her Maj esty’s 62nd wa s

exposed to a most destructive fire without any obj ect
,
as they

could not move forward
,
I conceived it my duty to direct them to

retire
,
which they did in almost as good order, making allow

ance for the heavy lossthey had sustained , a s that in which they

had advanced .

”

These are the simple facts o f the ca se
,
and the Commander-in

Chief is happy to assure the 62n d Regiment , o n this the first

opportunity o f inspecting it
,
that the conduct o f the corps o n the

night of the 21st ultimo , in the battle of Ferozeshah , has received ,
and merits

,
h is E xcellency’s most cordial approbation .

Justice to the 62n d Reg iment , and to th e native regiments

brigaded with that corps, demands this exposition o f the senti

ments of the Commander-im Ch ie f, in correction o f an erron eous
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impression with respect to the conduct of the brigade
,
which h a s

been produced by the publication
,
purely through an oversight,

o f a despatch written exclusively for his Excellency
’s information .

By order o f his Excellency the Commander-in -Chief
,

J . R . LUMLEY ,
Maj o r-Gen era l,

Adjuta n t-G en era l of theArmy .

A L IW A L .

Genera l Ord er by the Go verno r Gen era l of I ndia .

Camp , Fe ro z ep o re , Fe bruary 2, 1846 .

The Governor-General announces to the army and the people

o f India, that he has received from his Excellency the Com

mander-in -Chief o f the Army, a report by Maj or-General Sir

H arry Smith , dated the 30th ultimo , g iving the details

of a complete victory gained by the troops under the immediate

command of the Maj or-Gen eral , o n the 28th January
,
over

the S ikh forces, commanded by the Sirdar Runj o o r SinghMuj e th e a .

I n this decisive and glorious action, the enemy
’s infantry were

d islodged from every position and village they attempted to hold
,

by rapid charges at the point of the bayonet . Their horsemen

were driven from every part o f the field by repeated charges
,
in

which the superior valour o f the European and n ative cavalry

was most conspicuous
,
and the artillery m oving with its accus

tome d celerity
,
was always well to the front

,
directing its fire with

precision and effect . The result of these noble efforts o f the three

arms o f artillery , cavalry, and infantry, in which the valour and

discipline o f the troops were happily combined with the skill o f the

commander
,
has been the signal defeat o f the enemy, who was

driven across the river with great loss
,
his camp being captured ,

and fi fty-two pieces of artillery remaining in the hands o f the
victors .
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These trophies
,
in addition to those taken at Ferozeshah andMo o dke e

,
complete the number o f 143 pieces o f artillery taken in

the field from the enemy , since the British army moved from

its cantonments to repel a most unprovoked aggression o n its

territories .
To Maj or-General Sir Harry Smith , and to the brave troops he

commanded
,
the Governor—General conveys the tribute o f h is

admiration
,
and th e grateful acknowledgments o f the Government

and the people o f I ndia . The service rendered was most impor

tant
,
and w a s accomplished by the abil ity of the commander and

the valour o f the troops .
Tha Governor-General ’s thanks are due to BrigadierWheeler

,

who
,
a lthough still suffe ring from the wounds received atMo o dke e ,

e nergetically heade d his brigade, composed o f h e r Majesty’s 50th

Regiment, the 48th Native Infantry , and the S irm o o r ba ttalion .

Great praise is also due to Brigadiers Godby and Hicks
,
who

with the 3 6th Native Infantry a n d Nusse re e battalion
,
H . M . 3 l st,

and the 24th and 47th Native Infantry , stormed the village o f

Al iwal
,
drove the enemy from it, and seized the guns by which it

was defended .

The Governor-General has much satisfaction in observing the

warm terms o f admirat ion in which the Maj or-General speaks of

the Nusse re e and S irm o o r batta lions
,
and the Sh ekawa tte e

brigade under Brigadier Penny , Captain Fisher, and Maj or

Forster . These corps nobly emulated the example o f the
regular regiments of Infantry .

In short, the conduct o f the troops
,
E uropean and native

,

regular and irregular, was, throughout the field
,
an honourable

rivalry, in which every corps bravely did its duty .

Her Maj esty’s l 6th Lancers
, o n this occasion , have added to

their former reputat ion acquired in various fields o f battle in Asia
,

by routing the enemy’s cavalry in every direction
,
and by resolute

charges of two o f its squadrons
,
under Captain Bere and Major

Smyth and Captain Pearson , penetratin g the enemy
’s square of
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infantry
,
in which charges the squadrons were gallantly supported

by th e 3rd Light Native Cavalry underMaj or An gelo .

I n these exploits the native cavalry distinguished itself

throughout the day
,
and the Governor-General is happy to bear

his testimony to the fact that
,
since the army o f the Sutlej com

m e n ce d its operations on the 1 8th December, the nat ive cavalry

h as on every occasion proved its superior prowess, whether in the

general actions which have been fought, or in the various skir

m ish e s at the outposts , such as that in which Captain Becher was

gallantly engaged with a small party o f the 8th Irregular Cavalry

atAll o owa l la , on the morning o f the 27th January .

The Governor-General’s thanks are due, in an especial

manner
,
to Brigadier Cureton , who commanded the Cavalry .

This offi cer’s whole life has been spent in the most m eritorious

exertions in Europe and Asia ; and on this occasion, the skill and

intrepid ity with which the cavalry force was handled , obtaine d

the admiration of the army which witnessed their movements .

The Government of India, ever desirous to mark its grateful

sense o f the services o f the Army, will cause a medal to be

presented to every officer and soldier of the East India Company’s

service
,
engaged in the battle o f Aliwal

,
and requests

,
through

his Excellency the Commander-in -Ch ief, that a nominal roll may

be furnished for that purpose .

By order o f the Right Hon . the Governor-General o f Ind ia ,
F . CURR IE ,

Secreta ry to the Go vernment of I ndi a wi th th e G o vern o r-Genera l .

G e nera l S ir H ugh G ough , Ba rt .
, Comma nder-in-C

’hief in
I nd ia

,
to th e Govern o r G enera l .

Camp ,Ni h a lke e , Fe bruary 1 , 1846.

After its final repulse
,
o n the 22d o f December

,
the Sikh army

retired , in great confusion , across the ferries and fords of the

Sutlej .
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I established my head quarters at Sultan Khan Walla o n the
24th , my divisions being encamped at that place , at Peer Khan

Walla
,
and at Kool . O n the 27th ,

I advanced to Hurruff ; and ,
the same day

,
personally pushed a reconnoissance to the bank o f

the river
,
at the Ghat o f Sobraon .

The enemy was seen stretching alon g the right bank in force
,

n o t half a dozen o f his stragglers b eing surprised by our Irregular

Cavalry o n this side .

Major-General Sir Harry Smith
’

s division I placed in an

a dvanced position , with its right o n the village o fMa l lowa l , and
its left on a nullah , an offset from the Sutlej .

From this point the enemy was watched by the Maj or-General

with equal activity and circumspection , whilst the rest o f o ur

troops were held in hand ready to support him
,
should the Sikhs

venture to resume the initiative .

On o r about the 5th , our attention wa s directed to a predatory

incursion o f the enemy, in the direct ion o f L o o d ia n a . They

burnt a few of the residences o f o ur offi cers
,
and barracks of

our soldiers at that station , but avoided the combat, when the

S irmo o r battal ion
,
and other troops

,
interrupted them in th e work

o f destruction .

Rumour exaggerated the nature and extent of this inroad
,
and

excited some alarm fo r o ur communications ; but the obj ect o f

this foray was, eventually , discov ered to be for the purpose o f

favouring the escape, across th e Sutlej , o f the Rajah o f Ladwa,
who had alone, o f all the principal prin ces and chiefs of the

protected states
,
evinced towards us, at th is conj uncture

,

decided hostility . Wi th him the predatory Sikhs recrossed the

On the 12th o f January, I determined to bring my whole force

into a position , from which it might more closely observe the

movements of the enemy , now posted near the greater Sobraon ,

o n the right bank . A t an early hour
,
it executed an oblique

movement to its right and front . Major-General Sir Harry

Smith
,
supported by a cavalry brigade

,
under Brigadier Cureton

,

G
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(recently brought up from Meerut) was , in this new a lignment,
still on the right

,
opposite to Hurreke e P uttun Major—General

G ilbert in the centre ; and Maj or-General Sir Robert Dick o n

the left
,
covered again by cavalry . Major-General Sir John

Grey
,
posted atAttare e , watched the Nuggur ford . The troops

o f Maj or-General Sir John Littler occupied , o r were drawn

around
,
the cantonment and entrenchment o f Ferozepore .

The enemy
,
o n his side, reinforced his army o n the right bank,

completed and strengthened hi s bridge, and increased the force o f

his posts and picquets o n the left bank . These parties having ,

o n the 14th , evinced more than usual audacity, I caused that

body o f his infantry which held the head o f the bridge
,
to be

driven in by the fire o f artillery and rockets, supported by the

presence o f our light troops . On the following day, a partial

cannonade
,
which was again opened , o n our side, upon the boats

o f the Sikhs, on their outposts o n the left bank , a n d their encamp

ment o n the right , enabled me to ascertain, from the direction

o f their corresponding fire
,
the nature o f all their defensive

dispositions .

Meanwhile
,
the Upper Sutlej has become the scene o f very

interesting operations .

It is a strange feature o f this war that the enemy
,
pressed fo r

supplies o n his own bank , has been striving to draw them from

his Jagh ire States o n this side o f the river . In the town and fort

o f D hurmko te , which were fi lled with grain
,
h e had

,
in the second

week of January, a small garrison o f mercenaries
,
Rohil las

,

E usufzie s, and Affgh a n s . Major-General Sir Harry Smith was
,

o n the 18th , sen t against this place, with a si ngle brigade of his

d ivision , and a light field battery . He easily effected its re duc
tion

,
the troops within it surrendering at discretion

,
after a few

cannot shots . But, whilst he was yet in march , I received in fo r
mation of a more serious character . There remained little cause

to doubt that S irdar Runj o o r S inghMuj e th e a had crossed from
P h ilour, at the head o f a numerous force o f a ll arms , and

established himself in posit ion at Baran Hara
,
between the o ld
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and the new courses o f th e Sutlej , not only threatening the city

o f L o o d ian a with plunder and devastation , but indicating a deter

mination to intersect the line Of our communications at Busse e a n

and Ra eko te .

The safety Of the rich and populous town o f L o o d ia n a had been

in some measure provided for by the presence of three battalions

Of native infantry under Brigadier Godby and the gradual

advance Of our reinforcements
,
amongst which was included her

Maj esty’s 53rd Regiment, and the position o f the Sh ekawatte e

brigade
,
n ear Busse e an , gave breathing time to us in that

direction .

But
,
on the receipt o f intelligence which could be rel ied on ,

o f the movements of Runj o o r S ingh , and his apparent views,
Major-General S ir Harry Smith

,
with the brigade at D h urmko te ,

and Brigadier Cureton’s cavalry
,
was directed to advan ce by

J ugra o n towards L o o d ian a ; and his second brigade, under

BrigadierWheeler
,
moved o n to support him .

Then commenced a series Of very delicate combinations
,
the

momentous character o f wh ich can only be comprehended by

reflecting o n the task which had devolved o n this army o f guard

ing the frontier from Roopur down toMun d o te .

The Maj or-General , breaking up from Jugra o n , moved towards

L o o d ian a when the S irdar, relying on the vast superiority o f his

forces , assumed the initiative, and endeavoured to intercept his

progress by marching in a line parallel to him
,
and Opening upon

h is troops a furious cannonade . The Major-General continued

coolly to manoeuvre and
,
when the Sikh Sirdar

,
bending round

one Wing o f his army, enveloped his fi a nk,
he extricated himself by

retiring , with the steadiness o f a field day
,
by éch e l lo n of bat

talions
,
and effected his communication with L o o d ian a , but not

without severe loss .

Reinforced by Brigadier Godby , he felt himself to be stron g ;
but his man oeuvres had thrown him out Of communication w ith

Brigadier Wheeler
,
and a portion o f his baggage had fallen into

the hands of the enemy . The Sikh Sirdar took an entrenched
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position at Budhowal, supporting himself o n his fort but, threat

ened on either flank by General Smith and Brigadier Wheeler,
finally decamped , and moved down to the Sutlej . The British

troops made good their j unction , and occupied the abandoned

position OfBudh owa l the Sh ekawatte e brigade and her Majesty
’s

53rd Regiment also added to the strength Of the Maj or-General ,
and he prepared to attack the Sikh S irdar o n his new ground .

But
, o n the 26th , Runj o o r Singh was rein forced , from the righ t

bank
,
with regular troops, twelve pieces Of artillery, and a

large force o f cavalry .

Emboldened by this accession o f strength , he ventured o n the

measure o f advancing towards Jugra o n , apparently with the view o f

intercepting our communications by that route .

It i s my gratifyin g duty to announce that the presumption has

been rebuked by a splendid victory Obtained over h im . He has

not only been repulsed by the Maj or-General , but his camp at
Aliwal carried by storm

,
the Whole Of his cannon and munitions

Of war captured , and his army driven headlong across the Sutlej ,
even o n the right bank o f which he found no refuge from the fire

o f o ur artillery .

I have the honour now to forward the Maj or-General’s report

which has j ust reached me . It is so ample an d luminous that I

migh t, perhaps , have spared some Of the details into which admi

ration O f the Maj or-General’s conduct, and Of the brave army

con fided to him in these Operations
,
has led me .

It now remains for me only to congratulate you, Right Hon

o urab le Sir, and the Government Of India , o n the brilliant success

which
,
under Divine Providence, the Maj or-General h a s achieved ;

and to record my Opinion that, throughout these arduous and

important Operations , he has displayed all the qualities o f an able

commander . Most strongly, and most earnestly at the sam e

time, I beg to bring to your notice, and to that Of His Grace the

Duke o fWellington , and the Honourab le the Court o f Directors,
the offi cers and corps o n whom he has so j ustly bestowed his

commendations .
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Maj o r Gen era l S ir H a rry Smi th , to th eAdjuta n t Genera l

of theArmy .

Camp , Fi e ld
’

of th e Ba ttle of Aliwa l , J a n . 30, 1846.

S IR ,

My despatches to his Excellency the Commander-in

Chief Of the 23rd* instant
,
will have put his Excellency in pos

session ;

o f the position o f the force under my command , after

having formed a j unction with the troops at L o o d ia n a , hemmed

in by a formidable body o f th e Sikh army under Runj o o r Singh

and the Raj ah Of Ladwa . The enemy strongly entrenched him

self around the little fort of Budhowal by breast-works and

abattis ,
” which he precipitately abandoned o n the night Of the

22n d instant (retiring , as it were, upon the ford o f T ulwun ) ,

having ordered all the boats which were Opposite P h ilo ur to that

Ghat . This movement he effected during the night, and , by

making a considerable detour, placed himself at a distance o f ten

m iles
,
and consequently o ut of my reach . I could , therefore,

only push forward my cavalry so soon as I had ascertained he

had marched during the night
,
and I occupied immediately h is

vacated position . It appeared subsequen tly he had no intention

o f recrossing the Sutlej , but moved down to the Ghat o f T ulwun

(being cut o ff from that o f P h i lo ur, by the position my force

occupied after its relief o f L o o d ian a ) , fo r the purpose o f pro

teeting the passage Of a very considerable reinforcement o f twelve

guns and O f the regular, o r Aie e n ” troops , called

Av itab il e ’s battalion, entrenching himself strongly in a semi

circle, his flanks resting o n a river, his po sition covered with

from forty to fifty guns (generally of large calibre) , howitzers ,
and mortars . The reinforcement crossed during the night o f the

27 th instant
,
and encamped to the right Of the main army .

Meanwhile
,
his E xcellency the Commander-in -Chief, with that

foresight and j udgment which mark the able general , had rein

No t re ce ive d b y th e Se cre t Commi t te e .
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forced me by a considerable addition to my cavalry , some guns ,
and the 2n d brigade o f my own division , under Brigadier

Wheeler
, C .B. This reinforcement reached me o n the 26th , and

I had intended the next morning to m ove upon the enemy in his

entrenchments
,
but the troops required o n e day’s rest after the

long marches Brigadier Wheeler had made .

I have now the honour to lay before you the Operations of my

united forces o n the morning of the eventful 28th January, fo r

his Excellency’s information . The body o f troops under my

command having been increased , it became necessary so to

organize and brigade them as to render them manageable in

action . The cavalry under th e co nn n an d o f Brigadier Cureton ,
and horse artillery under Maj or Lawrenson , were put into two

brigades ; the o n e under BrigadierMa cD owe l l , C .B. , and the

other under Brigadier Stedman . The l st division as it stood ,
two brigades -Her Maj esty’s 53rd and 30th Native Infantry,
under Brigadier Wilson

,
Of the latter corps — the 36th Native

Infantry
,
and Nusse re e battalion , under Brigadier Godby - and

the Sh ekawatte e brigade under Maj or Forster . The S irmo o r

battalion I attached to Brigadier Wheeler’s brigade o f the

l st division ; the 42n d Native Infantry having been left at head

quarters .
At daylight o n the 28th , my order o f advance was— the Cavalry

in front
,
in contiguous columns o f squadrons o f regiments, two

troops o f horse artillery in the interval o f b rigad e s g
— th e

infantry in contiguous columns Of b rigades at intervals o f de

ploying distance ; — artillery in the intervals, followed by two

8- inch howitzers o n travelling carriages, brought into the field

from the fort of L o o d ian a , by the indefatigable exertions Of

Lieutenant-Colonel Lane , Horse Artillery ;— Brigadier Go db y
’

s

brigade
,
which I had marched o ut from L o o d ia n a the previous

evening
, o n the right -the Sh ekawa tte e infantry o n the left

the 4th Irregular Cavalry considerably to the r ight , for the pur
pose Of sweeping the banks o f the wet nullah o n my right

,
and

preventing any o f the enemy
’

s horse attempting an inroad towards
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L o o d ian a
,
o r any attempt upon the baggage assembled round th e

fort Of Budhowal .

In this order the troops moved forward towards the enemy, a

distance of six miles , the advance conducted by Captain Waugh ,
l 6th Lancers , the Deputy Assi stant Quarter-Master Of Cavalry ,
Maj or Bradford

, o f th e l st Cavalry , and Lieutenant S trachey of

the Engineers, who had been j ointly employed in the conduct o f

patro l e s up to the enemy
’s position , and for the purpose o f report

ing upon the facility and point of approach . Previously to the

m arch of th e troops it had been intimated to me , by Major

Mackeson , that the information by spies , l ed to the belief the

enemy would move somewhere at daylight
,
either o n Jugra o n ,

my position Of Budhowal , o r L o o d ian a . On a near approach to

his outposts , this rumour was confirmed by a spy , who had j ust

left the camp , saying the Sikh army was actually in march towards

Jugra o n . My advance was steady ; my troops well in hand ; and

if he had anticipated me o n the Jugra o n road , I could have fallen

upon his centre with advantage .

From the tops of the houses o f the village Of P o o re in ,
I had a

distant view o f the enemy . He was in motion , and appeared

d irectly Opposite my front o n a ridge, o f which the village of

Al iwal may be regarded as the centre . His left appeared stil l

to occupy its ground in the circular entrenchment ; his right was

brought forward and occupied the ridge . I immediately deployed

the cavalry into line
,
and moved o n . As I neared the enemy ,

the ground became most favourable fo r the troops to manoeuvre ,
being Open and hard grass land . I ordered the cavalry to take

ground to the right and left by brigades ; thus displaying the

heads o f the infantry columns ; and , as they reached the hard

ground
,
I directed them to deploy into line . Brigadier Go db y

’

s

brigade was in direct éch e l lo n to the rear of the right ; th e

Sh ekawa tte e infantry i n l ike manner to the rear Of my left

the cavalry in d irect éch e l l o n o n ,
and well to the rear of, both

flanks of the infantry ; — the artillery massed on the right , and

centre and left . After d eployment , I observed the enemy
’

s left

to o utfla nk me , I therefore bro ke into Open column and took
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ground to my right . When I had gained sufli cie n t ground , the

troops wheeled into l ine . There was no dust
,
the sun shone

brightly . These manoeuvres were performed with the celerity

and precision o f the most correct field day . The glistening of

the bayonets and swords Of this order Of battl e was most im

posing ; and the line advanced . Scarcely had it moved 150

yards , when , at ten O
’clock

,
the enemy opened a fierce cannonade

from his whole line . At first his ball s fell short, but quickly

reach ed us . Thus upon h im
,
and capable Of better ascertaining

his position
,
I was compelled to halt the l ine

,
though under fire,

fo r a few moments
,
until I ascertained that, by bringing up my

right , and carrying the village o f Al iwal , I could with great effect

precipitate myself upon his left and centre . I th erefore quickly

brought up Brigadier Go db y
’
s brigade ; an d , with it, and the l st

brigade under Brigadier Hicks , made a rapid and noble charge,
carried the village , and two guns Of large calibre . The line I

ordered to advance
,
— Her Maj esty’s 3 l s t Foot and the n ative

regiments contending for the front ; and th e battl e became

genera l . The enemy had a numerous body o f cavalry on the

heights to his left , and I ordered Brigadier Cureton to bring up
the right brigade o f cavalry, who, in the most gallant manner

dashed in among them, and drove them back upon their infantry .

Meanwhile a second gallant charge to my right was made by the

light cavalry and the body guard . The Sh ekawatte e brigade was

moved well to the right, in support o f Brigadier Cureton, wh en I

observed the enemy’s encampment, and saw it was full Of infantry :
I immediately brough t upon i t Brigadier Go d b y

’

s brigade
,
by

changing front , a n d takin g the enemy’s infantry e n -reverse
.

”

They drove them before them , and took some guns without a check .

Wh ile these Operations were going o n upon the right ; and the

enemy’s left flank was thus driven back
,
I occasionally Observed

the brigade under Brigad ier Wheeler, an Officer in whom I have
the greatest confidence, charging and carrying guns and every

thing before it, again connecting h is line, and moving o n ,
in a

m anner which ably displayed the coolness o f the Brigadier and

the gallantry o f his irresistible brigade,— Her Maj esty
’s 50th
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Foot
, th e 48th Native Infantry, and the S irmo o r battalion ,

although the loss was
,
I regret to say , severe in the 50th . Upon

the left
,
BrigadierWilson , with Her Maj esty

’s 53rd and the 30th

Native Infantry equalled in celerity and regularity their comrades

o n the right ; and this brigade was Opposed to the Aie e n ”

troops
,
calledAvitab i le ’s, when the fight was fiercely rag ing .

The enemy
,
well driven back o n his left and centre

,
endeavoured

to hold his right to cover the passage o f the river, and he strongly

occupied the village Of Bh o o n dre e— I directed a squadron o f the

l 6th Lancers
,
under Maj or Smyth and Captain Pearson

,
to charge

a body to the right o f a village, which they did in the most

gallant and determined style, bearing everything before them ,
as

a squadron under Captain Bere had previously done
,
going righ t

through a square in the most intrepid manner with the deadly

lance .
—This charge was accompanied by the 3 rd Light Cavalry

under Maj or Angelo, and as gallantly sustained . The largest

gun upon the field , and seven others, were then captured , while

the 53rd Regiment carried the village by the bayonet , and the

30th Native Infantry wheeled round to the rear in a most Spirited

manner . Lieut . -Co l . Alexander’s and Capt . Turton’s troops o f

h orse artillery, under Major Lawrenson , dashed among the flying

infantry
,
committing great havoc

,
until about 800 o r men

rall ied under the high bank Of a n ullah
,
and Opened a heavy but

ineffectual fire from below the bank . I immediately directed the

3 0th Native Infantry to charge them , which they were able to d o
upon their left flank

,
while in a line in rear o f the village . This

native corps nobly obeyed my orders
,
and rushed among the

Avitabile troops
,
driving them from under the bank

,
and exposing

them once more to a deadly fire o f twelve guns with in 300 yards .
The destruction was very great, as may be supposed , from guns

served as these were . Her Maj esty’s 53rd Reg iment moved for

ward in support of the 30th Native Infantry, by the right Of the

v illage . The battle was wo n ; o ur troops advancing with the

most perfect order to the common focus— the passage O f the river
.

The enemy , completely hemmed in , were flying from o ur fire
,
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and precipitating themselves in disordered masses into the ford

and boats
,
i n the utmost confusion and consternation ; o ur 8- inch

howitzers soon began to play upon their boats
,
when the débris

Of the S ikh army appeared upon th e opposite and high bank o f

the river, flying in every d irection , although a sort Of l ine was

attempted to countenance their retreat
,
un til a ll o ur guns com

m e n c e d a furious cannonade, when they quickly receded . Nine

guns were o n the river by the ford . It appears as if they had

been unlimbered to cover the ford . These being loaded
,
were

fired once upon o ur advance ; two others were sticking in the

river
, o n e o f them we go t o ut ; two were seen to sink in the

quicksands ; two were dragged to the opposite bank and aban

doued . These, and the o n e in the middle o f the river, were

gall antly Spiked by Lieutenant Holmes , o f the l l th Irregular

Cavalry, and Gunner Scott, o f the l st troop 2n d brigade horse

artillery
,
who rode into the stream , and crossed fo r the purpose ,

covered by our guns and light infantry .

Thus ended the battle o f Aliwal, o n e o f the most glorious

victories ever ach ieved in India, by the united efforts o f Her

Majesty’s and the Honourable Company’s troops . E very gun

the enemy had fell into our hands, as I infer from his never

opening one upon us from th e opposite bank o f the river
,
which

is high a n d favourable fo r the purpose— fi fty -two guns are now i n
th e Ordnance Park ; two sank in the bed of the Sutlej and two

were spiked o n the Opposite bank ; making a total o f fi fty-six pieces

o f cannon captured o r destroyed* . Many j ingalls which were

attached to Avi tab il e ’s corps, and which aided in the defence Of
the v illage o f Bh o o n dre e , have also been taken ,

The whole army

o f the enemy has been driven headlong over the d ifli cult ford of

a broad river ; his camp , baggage, stores o f ammunition and o f

grain , —his a l l , in fact, wrested from h im ,
by the repeated charges

o f cavalry and infantry, aided by the guns o f Al exander, Turton ,
Lane, Mill , Boileau , and o f the Sh ekawatte e brigade, and by the

E le ve n gun s, sin ce a sce rta in e d to b e sunk i n th e rive r, to ta l six ty-seve n ; th irty
o dd j inga lls fe l l in to our h ands . a



WAR W ITH THE S IKHS . 91

8-inch howitzers ; —o ur guns literally being constantly ahead o f

everything . The determined b ravery o f a l l was as conspicuous

as noble . I am unwont to praise when praise is not merited ;
and I here most unavowedly express my firm Opinion and con

victio n ,
that no troops in any battle o n record ever behaved more

n obly ; —British and native , no distin ction ; cavalry, all vying

with H .M. ’s l 6th Lancers, and striving to head in the repeated
charges . Our guns and gunners , Officers and men , may be

equalled
,
but cannot be excelled , by any artillery in the world .

Throughout the day no hesitation—a bold and intrepid advance

and thus it is that our loss i s comparatively small
,
though I

deeply regret to say, severe . The enemy fought with much

resolution ; th ey maintain ed frequent rencontres with o ur cavalry

hand to hand . In o n e charge, upon infantry, o f H .M. ’s 16th
Lancers

,
they threw away their muskets and came o n with their

swords and targets against the lance .

Having thus done justice, and justice alone, to the gallant

troops his Excellency entrusted to my command
,
I would gladly

,

if the limits o f a despatch (already to o much lengthened , I fear ,)
permitted me

,
do that justice to individual s all deserve . This

cannot be ; therefore must I confine myself to mention those

offi cers
,
whose continued services, exp erience, and standing , placed

them in conspicuous commands . In Brigadier Wheeler, my
second in command , I had a support I could rely o n with every

confidence , and most gallantly did he lead his brigade . From

Brigadiers Wilson , Godby , and Hicks, I h a d also every support ,
and every cause to be gratified with their exertions . In Brigadier

Cureton
,
Her Majesty has o n e o f those Officers rarely met with ;

the cool experience o f the veteran soldier is combined with youth

ful activity— his knowledge o f outpost duty, and the able man

ner he handles his cavalry under the heaviest fire, rank h im

among the first cavalry o fficers o f the age ; and I beg to draw his

Excellency’s marked attention to this honest encomium . I n

Major Lawrenson
,
commanding the artil lery , Lieut . -Co l . Alex

ander
,
CaptainTurton

,
and Lieut . -Co l . Lane, the service has officers
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o f the very first order ; and I am equally satisfied with Captain

Boileau , in command of the nine-pounder battery, and with Lieu

ten ant Mill , in charge o f four light guns . The two eight-inch

howitzers did right good service
,
organized

,
equipped

,
and brought

into the field by the exertions, and determination to o vercome all

difficulties, Of Lieut . -Co l . Lane, equally well served , and brought

forward always with the infantry
,
by Lieutenant Austin .

T o BrigadiersMa cD owe l l and S tedman , commanding their

gallant brigades o f cavalry , the fortune o f th e day is greatly

indebted ; and to all commanding Offi cers o f cavalry and infantry,
my warmest thanks are due . T O Major Smyth, comman ding

Her Maj esty’s l 6th Lancers, who was wounded ; to Maj or

Bradford
,
o f the l st Light Cavalry ; to Major Angelo , o f the 3rd

Light Cavalry ; to Major Alexander, o f the 5th Light Cavalry ;
to Captain H ill , o f the 4th Irregular Cavalry ; to Major Forster,
Of the Sh ekawa tte e brigade ; and to Captain Quin , Of the Body

Guard ; to Lieutenant-Colone l Spence, commanding Her Ma

j e sty
’
s Bl st Foot ; to Maj or Bird , o f the 24th Native Infantry ;

to Captain Co rfi e ld , o f the 47th Native Infantry ; to Lieutenant

Colonel Ryan
,
K.H . , o f Her Majesty

’s 50th Regiment ; to Cap

tain Troup
,
Of the 48th Native Infantry ; to Captain Fisher, o f

the S irm o o r battal ion ; to Lieutenant-Colonel Phill ips , Of Her

Maj esty’s 53rd Foot ; to Captain Jack , of the 38th Native Infantry ;
to Captain Fleming, Of the 36th Native Infantry ; an d to Briga

dier Penny Of theNusse re e battalion .

H is Excellency having witnessed the g lorious services o f Her
‘

Majesty’s 3 l st and 50th Regiments, and of the 24th , 4 7th ,
and

48th Native I nfantry, I have only to report upon Her Majesty
’s

53rd , a young regiment , but veterans in daring gallantry and

regularity ; and Lieutenant-Colonel P h illips
’

s bravery and cool

ness attracted the attention Of myself and every staff-Officer I sent
to him . The 3 0th and 36th Regiments Native Infantry are an

honour to any service ; and the intrepid littl e Gh o o rkh a s of the

Nusse re e and S irm o o r battalions i n bravery and Obedience can

be exceeded by none . I much regretted I had no brigade to
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give Brigadier Penny
,
who is in orders for o n e , as his Excellency

is aware . I can only sa y ,
therefore

,
that when he gets his

brigade , if he leads it as he did his gallant band o f Gh o o rkh a s,

i t will be inferior to none .

The service Of Her Maj esty’s 16th Lancers his Excellency has

witnessed o n a former occasion ; and the exalted character o f this

regiment is equally before him . The l st and 3rd Light Cava lry

and the 8th Irregulars I believe he has not seen in action ; and

it is my duty
,
therefore

,
j oyfully to report the man ner they co n

tended fo r the glorious prize Of victory, in the many charges they

this day delivered ; and it will be equally gratifying when I assure

his E xcellency the Body Guard under Captain Quin
,
and the 5th

Light Cavalry well did their duty . The Sh ekawatte e brigade

under Maj or Forster, i s steady, obedient, and well-appointed

artillery
,
horse

,
and infantry

,
each arm striving to distinguish

itself in the field .

Captain Mathias , o f Her Maj esty
’s 62n d , in charge o f a detach

m ent Of convalescents o f Her Maj esty
’s service

,
and Lieutenant

H e b b e rt, o f the Honourable Company’s Sappers and Miners
,

readily performed the duties assigned them in protecting th e

eigh t- inch howitzers .

T O Captain Luga rd , the Assistant-Adj utant-General Of this

force , I am deeply indebted , and the service still more so a more

cool , intrepid , and trustworthy officer cannot be brought forward ;
and I may say the same with great sincerity o f Lieutenant Gal

loway , the Deputy-Assistant Quarter-Master-General o f th e

l st division . Captain Waugh o f the 16th Lancers
,
Deputy

Assistant Quarter-Master-General to th e cavalry
,
is an Offi cer

o f no ordinary abilities a n d the manner in which he and Major

Bradford , o f the l st Light Cavalry, daily patrolled and recon

n o itre d , and made themselves acquainted with the position o f the

enemy
,
mainly contributed to the glorious result .

The Brigadiers all speak in high terms Of their Majors Of

Brigade— Captain O’

H a n l o n Of the l st brigade
,
who was wounded

in the action , and was replaced by Captain Palmer, o f the 48th
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Native Infantry ; Captain Garvock, Of Her Maj esty
’s 3 l st Foot

,

o f the 2n d brigade ; Captain L o ftie , 30th Native Infantry, o f th e

3 rd brigade ; Lieutenant Va n re n e n , o f the 4th brigade ; Lieu

tenan t Pattinson , o f Her Maj esty’s 16th Lancers
,
of the l st

brigade o f Cavalry ; and Captain Campbell , Of the l st Light

Cavalry
,
o f th e 2n d brigade .

Of the services Of Lieutenant A . W . C . Plowden , 3rd Light

Cavalry, Deputy-Assistant Adj utant-General , and my A ide-de

Camp
,
Lieutenant H oldich , and of Lieutenant Tombs of theArtil

lery
,
my Acting Aide-de-Camp, I am fully sensible ; and with th e

m anner in which they aided me in carrying orders I am much satis

fi e d . Lieutenants Strachey and Baird Smith, o f the Engineers ,
greatly contributed to the completion Of my plans an d arran ge

ments
,
and were ever ready to act in any capacity th ey are two

most promising and gallant Ofli ce rs .

I h ave every reason to be satisfied with the commissariat

arrangements under Captains Mainwaring and William son .

Owing to the j udicious arrangements o f Dr . Murray
,
Field

Surgeon , every woun ded Officer and soldier wa s placed under

cover , and provided for soon after dark ; and , for the zeal dis

played by this able and persevering medical Officer
,
and to the

several regimental surgeons, are the wounded and our country

deeply indebted . The whole Of the wounded were moved yester

day to L o o d ia n a , fo r the sake Of accommodation and comforts,
which could not be given them in the field .

I f not irregular , I beg you would lay before the Commander-in

Chief, for submission to the Right Hon . the Governor-General ,
my just sense o f the valuable services Of the political officers
associated with me ; Major Mackeson , Captain J . D . Cun

n ingh am , and Lieutenant Lake . For the assistance I have

received from them in their political capacity
,
I feel most grateful .

On the morning o f the battle each offered to aid me in his military

capacity : frequently did I employ them to carry orders to the

thickest o f the fight ; an d frequently did they gallantly ae com

pany ch arges o f cavalry .
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he reports o f th e several Brigadiers I inclose a return o f the

e m commanding and second in command o f regiments ; also

turn o f killed and wounded ; a return Of ordnance captured

j o f ordnance stores likewise a return Of commissariat stores ,
n
,
&c . and a rough sketch o f the field of battle o f Al iwal .

‘he fort o f Go o ngran a has , subsequently to the battle, been

mated , and I yesterday evening blew up the fort o f Budhowal .

hall n ow blow up that Of No o rpo o r . A portion o f the

santry
, viz . ,

the S ikhs
,
appear less friendly to us , while the

ssulm an s rej oice in being under o ur Government . I have , &c .

P rue Copy) . H . G o SM I TH ,
I o

Signed) GRANT ,Maj o r, Maj o r-Genera l Comma nd i ng .

D eputy
-Adjuta n t Gen era l of theArmy .

Nomina l R o ll of Qfii cers Ki lled a nd Wounded, 28th J a nua ry .

l st Briga d e of Ca va lry .

IerMaj esty’s 16th L a ncers — Lieutenant H . Swe te nh am

ed ; Cornet G . B . Will iams— killed . Major J . R . Smyth

are ly wounded ; Captain E . B . Bere— wounded ; Captain L .

e r— severely wounded ; Lieutenant W . K . O rme— severely

In d e d ; Lieutenant T . Pattle— wounded ; Lieutenant W .

rris— wounded .

th I rregula r Ca va lry
—Lieutenant and Adj utan t Sma lpage

ed .

2nd Briga de of Ca va lry .

st R egimen t L igh t Ca va lry
— Cornet W . S . Beatson— sl ightly

“un d e d ; Cornet T . G . Farquhar— mortally wounded .

l st Briga de I nf a n try .

e rMcg’esty ’s 3 l st R egimen t.
—Lieutenant Atty — slightly

un d e d .

24th R egimentNa tive I nfa n try — Lieutenant Scott— wounded .

2nd Briga d e I nf a n try .

Briga deMaj o r .
— Captain P . O

’

Han lo n— badly wounded .
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H erMaj esty ’s 50th R egimen t.
-Captain W . Knowles— leg

amputated , dangerously wounded ; Captain J . L . Wilton— severely
wounded ; Lieutenant Grimes— killed ; Lieutenant H . J . Framp
to n— arm amputated , dangerously wounded ; Lieutenant R . B.

Bellers— slightly wounded ; Lieutenant W . P . E lge e
— sl ightly

wounded ; Lieutenant A . White— severely wounded ; Lieutenant
W . C . Ve rn e tt— severely wounded ; Lieutenant J . Purcell
severely wounded Ensign W . R . Farmer— severely wounded .

48th Na tive I nfa n try — Captain Troup— sl ightly wounded ;
Captain H . Palmer , ditto ; Lieutenant and Adjutant Wale
severely wounded E n s1gn W . Marshall

,
slightly wounded .

0

4th Br iga de I nf a n try .

36th R egimen tNa tive I nfa n try — Ensign Bagshaw— wounded .

E D WARD L UGAR D , Cap ta in ,

Assista n t-Adj uta n t G en era l .

Casua lty R e turn of th e Fo rce under the Comma nd ofMaj o r-Genera l

S ir H . G . Smi th , KGB .

Camp ,
Al iwal , J a nua ry 29, 1 846.

Arti llery — 3 men, 30 horses— killed ; 15 men
,
9 horses

wounded ; 5 men , 12 horses— missing .

Cava lry .

l st briga de .
— 3 European o fli ce rs, 2 native officers, 83 men ,

120 horses — killed ; 6 European Officers, 1 native Officer, 100
men

, ,

32 horses— wounded ; 1 man , 73 horses— missing .

2nd briga d e .
— l l men , 25 horses— killed ; 2 European Offi cers,

3 native officers, 34 men , 38 horses— wounded ; 12 horses

missing .

I nfa ntry .

l st briga de
— 2 men killed ; 2 European Officers

,
28 men

wounded ; 7 men missing .

2nd briga de .
— l European Officer, 1 n ative Officer

,
27 m e n ,

2
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horses— killed l 4 European Officers
,
2 native o fli ce rs

, 134 men
wounded ; 4 men mi ssing .

3 rd briga d e
— 7 men killed 32 men wounded ; 3 men missing .

4th briga d e
— 9 men killed ; 1 European officer, 26 men

wounded 1 man missing .

Sh ekawa ttee I nfa n try — 2 men killed ; 13 men wounded ; 4
men missing .

S app ers a ndMiners .
— None killed o r wounded .

T o ta l ki lled— 15 1 men , 17 7 horses ; to ta l wounded— 4 13 men ,
79 horses to ta l missi ng

— 25 men , 97 horses .
Gra nd to ta l of ki lled , wound ed , a nd missi ng

— 589 men ; 353
horses .

H . G . SMITH
,
Maj o r Gen era l .

R e turn of Ordna nce cap tured f rom th e E nemy , in a cti o n a t Aliwa l
,

by th e l st D ivisi o n of th eArmy of th e Sutlej , und er th e p e rso n a l

Comma n d ofMaj o r-Genera l S ir H a rry Smi th , E C.B . , o n the

28th J a nua ry , 1 846 .

Camp ,Al iwal , J a nu ary 30, 1 846.

S ervicea b le— l 2 h owitzers , 4 mortars , 3 3 guns ; total— 49 ;
unserviceable— l howitzer

, 2 guns ; total— 3 ; sunk in the

Sutlej
,
and Spiked on the opposite shore— l 3 guns ; s ince brought

in —2 guns . Grand total , 67 .

Forty swivel camel guns also captured , which have been

destroyed .

G . LAWRENSON ,Maj o r, 2nd Briga d e H orseArti llery ,

Comma nd i ngArti llery ,
l st D ivisi on ,Army of th e Sutlej .

N.B.

— The quantity of ammunition captured with the artillery ,

and found in the camp o f the enemy, i s beyond accurate calcula

tion
,
consisting Of shot

,
sh ell

,
grape , and small-arm amm unition

o f every description , and for every calibre . The powd er found

in the limbers and waggons o f the guns, and in th e magazines Of

the entrenched camp , has been destroyed , to prevent accidents .

H
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S ix large hackery loads have also been appropriated to the

d estruction o f forts in the neighbourhood . As many o f the shot

and shell as time would admit Of being collected have been

brought into the Park— the shells
,
being useless, have been

thrown into the river . The Shot will b e appropriated to the

public service .

G . LAWRENSON
,
Maj o r, 2nd Br iga de H o rseArti llery ,
Comma nd ingArti llery ,

l st D ivisi o n ,Army of th e Sutlej .

Copy of a P enci l E xpress, wri tten o n th e Fi e ld of Ba ttle , by

S ir H a rry Smi th , to th e Comma nder-in Ch ief .

Ban k of th e Sutlej , 28th J a nua ry .

Hearing the en emy had received .

a reinforcement yesterday of

twelve guns, and men last night, I moved my troops at day

l ight this morning to attack . I think I have taken every gun he

had , and driven him over th e river . My guns are n o w battering

h im from the Opposite bank . He came o ut to fight me . I

expect fifty guns are o n the fi eld at least . My loss I hope n o t

great . The cavalry charged several times, both black and white,
l ike soldiers

,
— and infantry

, vied with each other in bravery .

To the Go d of Victory we are all indebted . God bless you
,
dear

S ir Hugh . My Staff a l l right— Mackeson and Cunningham
, Of

the Political Department , bore heav i ly o n some villages . The

enemy required all I could d o with such brave fellows to teach
h im to swim .

(Signed) H . G . SMITH ,Maj o r-Gen era l .

NO T E .
— It wil l b e o bserve d th a t th e publ i ca tio n o f th e de spa tch from S ir J o h n

L i ttl er, at page 65, d id n o t pro ce e d from th e Comman de r-in -Ch ie f ’s Offi ce , i t n o t

h aving be e n co un tersign e d b y e i th e r th eMi l i tary S e cre tary o r th e Adju tan t-Ge n e ral .
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SOBRAON .

T he Go vern or-Genera l of I nd ia to the S ecre t Commi ttee .

Camp , Ke n h a Cuchwa , Fe b . 1 9, 1 846.

The immediate result of the victory of Al iwal was the evacua

tion by the Sikh garrisons of all the forts, hitherto occupied by

detachments o f Lahore soldiers , o n this side o f the river Sutlej ,
and the submission o f the whole o f the territory on the left bank

o f that river to the British Government .

The Sikh army remained in its en trenched position ; and ,
though o n the first intelligence o f the victory Of Al iwal , and at

the Sight Of the n umerous bodies which floated from the neigh

b o urh o o d o f that battle-fi e ld to the bridge o f boats at Sobraon
,

they seemed much shaken and disheartened , a n d though many

were reported to have left them and gone to their homes, yet after

a few days, the Sikh troops seemed as confident as ever o f being

able to defy us in their entrenched position
,
and to prevent our

passage o n th e river .

The Commander-in—Chief was n o t in a state to take advantage

Of the enemy’s defeat at Al iwal
,
by an attack o n his entrenched

position , at Sobraon , until the troops under Maj or-General Sir

Harry Smith should have rej oined his Excellency’s camp
,
and the

siege train and ammunition should have arrived from Delhi . The

first portion of the siege train
,
with the reserve ammunition fo r

100 field guns
,
reached the Comman der-in -Chief ’s camp

,
on the

7 th and 8th instant . On the latter day, the brigades which had

been detached from the main army fo r the Operations in th e

neighbourhood of L o o d ian a
,
rej oined the Commander-in -Chief.

Within forty-eight hours from that time
,
th e enemy’s entrenched

camp was carried by storm
,
his army almost annihilated , sixty

seven guns captured
,
and during the night Of the l 0th , o n which

this glorious victory was achieved
,
the advanced brigades o f the

British army were thrown across the Sutlej . Early o n the 12th

o ur bridge was completed
,
and on the 13 th the Commander-in

Chief, with the whole force , excepting th e h eavy tra in , a n d the
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d ivision left to collect and bring in the wounded to Ferozepore
,

with th e captured guns , were encamped in the P unj aub , at Kus
soor

,
sixteen miles from the bank o f the river opposite Ferozepore

,

a n d thirty-two miles from Lahore .

Fo r the details of these important and decisive Operations, I

must refer you to the enclosures o f this despatch .

I cannot
,
however

,
refrain from expressing briefly the pride

and gratification with which I communicate to you these results
,

SO eminently evincing the energetic d ecision of the Commander

in -Chief’s Operations
,
and the indomitable courage o f the British

Indian army under His Excellency’s command and which wil l , I

am convinced
,
be met with a corresponding feeling by the Home

Government and the British public .

I returned to Ferozepore from the field o f Sobraon
, o n the

afternoon o f the l 0th ,
within a fe w hours after the action h a d

ceased
,
to superintend the passage Of the Sutlej by o ur troops .

I j oined the camp of the Commander-in -Chief at Kusso o r o n

the morning Of the 14th .

On the arrival at Lahore o f the news o f the complete victory Of

Sobraon, the Ranee and Durbar urged Raj ah Gh o la b Singh to

proceed immediately to the British camp
,
to beg pardon in the

n ame Of the Durbar and the Sikh Government for the Offence

which had been committed
,
and to endeavour to negociate some

arrangement for the preservation of the country from utter ruin .

The Raj ah first stipulated that the Durbar and the chiefOfficers

Of the arm y
,
as well as the members Of the P un ch ay e ts, Should

S ign a solemn declaration that they would abide by such terms as

he might determine on with the British Government . This is

said to have been immediate ly accede d to and , o n the 15th
,

Rajah Gh o la b S ingh , D ewan Deena Nath , a n d FakeerNoor-Oo d
d e en

,
arrived i n my camp a tKusso o r, with full creden tials from

the Maharaj ah , and empowered to agree, in the name o f the Maha

raj ah and the Government
,
to such terms as I might dictate . T h e

Raj ah was accompanied by the Ba rukzie Chief, S o o ltan Mahomed

Khan , and several Of the most influential Sirdars of the nation .
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I re ce ive d the Rajah in Durbar as the representative o f an

Offending Government, omitting the forms and ceremonies usually

Observed on the occasion of friendly meetings, and refusing to

receive
,
at that time, the proffered Nuzzurs and complimentary

O fferings .
I briefly explained to th e Rajah and his colleagues that the

offence which had been committed was most serious , and the con

duct of the chiefs and the army was most unwarrantable
,
—that

this offence had been perpetrated without the shadow o f any cause

Of quarrel o n the part Of the British Government, in th e face Of

an existing treaty o f amity and friendship ,— and that, as al l

Asia had witnessed the injurious conduct o f the S ikh na tion
,
retri

b utive j ustice required that the proceedings of the British GO

ve rnm e n t should be Of a character which would mark to the

whole world that insult could not be Offered to the British GO

ve rnm e n t
,
and our provinces invaded by a hostile army

,
without

s ignal punishment .

I told the Raj ah that I recognised the wisdom
,
prudence

,
and

good feeling evinced by him in having kept him self separate from

these unj ustifiable hostilities of the Sikhs
,
and that I was prepared

to m ark my sense Of that conduct in the proceedings which must

n o w be carried through . I stated
,
in the most marked manner

an d words, my sat isfaction that he who had participated in the

Offence, and whose wisdom and good feeling towards the British

Government were well known
,
had been the person chosen by th e

Durbar as their representative fo r negotiating the means by which

atonement might be made
,
and the terms o n which the Sikh G0

ve rnm e n t might be rescued from impending destruction
,
by a

return to amicable relations between the British Government and

the Lahore State .

I told the Raj ah and his colleagues that Mr . Currie, the Chief

Secretary to Government
,
and Maj or Lawrence

,
my agent, were

in full possession Of my determination on the subj ect ; that they

were in my entire confidence and I referred the chiefs to those

officers , that they might learn from them the principles and details
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Of adj ustment which I had determined to Offer fo r their immediate

acceptance .

The chiefs remained the greater part Of the n ight in conference

with Mr. Currie and Major Lawrence ; but, before th ey sepa

rated , a paper was signed by them to the effect that all that had

been demanded would be conceded
,
and that arrangements would

be immediately made, as far as were in the power o f the chiefs,
to carry o ut the details that had been explained to them .

The terms demanded and conceded are, the surrender, in full

sovereign ty
, o f the territory , hill and plain, lying between the

Sutlej and Beas r ivers , and the payment o f o n e and a half crores

Of rupees as indemnity for th e expenses Of the war
,
—the dis

b an dme n t o f the present Sikh army, and its re -organization o n

the system and regulation s with regard to pay which it Obtained

in the time o f the lateMaharaj ah Runj e e t Singh ,— the arrange
ment fo r l imiting the extent Of the force to be henceforth em

ployed
,
to be determined o n in communication with the British

Government,— the surrender to us Of all the guns that had been

pointed against us, —the entire regulation and controul o f both

banks o f the river Sutlej , a n d such other arrangements fo r

settling the future boundaries o f the Sikh State
,
and the o r

gan izatio n o f its administration, as might be determined o n at

Lahore .

It was further arranged that the Maharajah , with Bh a e e Ram

Singh , and the other chi efs rem aining at Lahore, should forthwith

repair to the camp Of the Governor-General , and place themselves

in the hands o f the Governor-General , to accompany his camp to

Lahore .
I had prepared

,
for circulation o n my a rrival at Kusso o r, a

Proclamation declaratory o f my present views and intentions

with regard to the P unj aub ,— a translation of which was given

to Raj ah Gh o lab Singh and his colleagues , and a copy of which

is enclosed for your information .

I t w a s determined that the Maharaj ah Should meet me at

Lulle an a o n the 18th (yesterday) , when the camp arrived at that
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place . On the afternoon o f the 17 th , it was announced to m e ,

that the Maharajah
,
w ith Bh a e e Ram Singh and other Chiefs

had instantly
,
o n receiving the summons from Raj ah Gh o l a b

S ingh , hastened from Lahore
,
and that they had arrived a t

Raj ah Gholah Singh’s camp
,
pitched about a mile beyond our

picquets
,
and that His Highness was ready at once to wait

upon me .

I considered it right to abide by the first arrangement
,
and I

directed that it should be intimated to the Maharajah and the

chiefs
,
that I would receive His Highness

,
on the day appointed ,

at Lul le a n a , eleven miles in advance , on the road to Lahore .

Y esterday afternoon the Maharaj ah , attended by Raj ah Gh o lab

S ingh , Dewan Deena Nath , FakeerNo o r~o o d-deen , Bh a e e R am

Singh
,
and ten or twelve other chiefs, had an interview with me

in my Durbar tent
,
where the Commander-in—Chief and Staff had

been invited by me to be pre se n t
’

to receive them .

As o n the occasion Of Raj ah Gh o la b Singh’s visit
,
I omitted

the usual salute to the Maharaj ah, and curtailed the other cus

tomary ceremonies o n his arrival at my tent, causing it to be

explained that, until submission had been distinctly tendered by

the Maharaj ah in person , h e could not be recognised and received

as a friendly prince .

Submission was tendered by the minister and chiefs
,
who

accompanied the Maharajah , and the pardon o f the British

Government was requested o n such cond itions as I should dictate
,

in the m ost explicit terms ; after which ,
I stated

,
that the con

d itio n s having been distinctly made known to the min ister
,
Raj ah

Gholah Singh , and the chiefs accredited with him ,
it was un n e ce s

sary to discuss them in that place, and in the presence o f the

young Maharaj ah , who was o f to o tender an age to take part in
such matters ; and that, as al l the requirements Of the British

Government had been acquiesced in , and their fulfilment pro

m ise d in the name o f the lVI ah araj ah a n d Durbar
,
I should

consider my self j ustified in treating the young Maharaj ah from
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that moment, as a prince restored to the frien dship o f the British

Government .

After some remarks , regarding the fame and character o f the

late Maha raj ah , Runj e e t Singh , and hope that the young prince

would follow the footsteps o f his father, and my desire that such

relations should henceforward exist between the two S tates as

would tend to the benefit o f both
,
I broke up the Durbar .

On his taking leave
,
I caused the custom ary presents to be

made to the Maharajah ; and , o n his retiring from my tent, the

usual salute was fired from o ur 24-pounders
,
drawn up at the

bottom o f the street o f tents for that purpose .

In the course o f discussion , the minister asked , if the young

Maharaj ah should now return to the Ranee
,
at Lahore, o r if it was

my desire that he Should remain at my camp
,
intimating that it

was fo r me to dispose o f the young chief as I pleased
,
and as I

m ight consider best for His Highness
’s interests . I replied

,
that

I thought it advisable that His Highness’s camp should aecom

pany mine
,
and that I should myself conduct him to his capital

,

which I purposed reaching in two marches— that is, by to-morrow

morn ing .

The remains of the Sikh army , under Sirdar Tej Singh , and

R ajah Lal Sin gh , o n retiring from Sobraon encamped at R ae b am
,

about eighteen miles East o f Lahore . They are variously esti

mated at from to horse and foot
,
with about thirty

fi ve guns . They have been positively ordered by Rajah Gh o lab

S ingh ,
to remain stationary ; and theMah om e d a n and Nuj e eb

battalions
,
in the interest of the min ister, have been placed in th e

citadel
,
and at the gates o f Lahore, with strict orders to permit

no armed Sikh soldier to enter the town .

It was intimated to me
,
late last night, that the inhabitants o f

Lahore and Um ritsur were in great alarm at the approach of o ur

army to the capital , and were under apprehension that those cities

m ight be sacked and plundered by o ur troops . I therefore caused

the Proclamation
,
a copy o f which is enclosed , to be issued to the
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inhabitants of those cities
,
in forming them o f the result o f my

interview with the Maharajah , and assuring them of protection ,
in person and property, if the Durbar acted in good faith , and no

further hostile Opposition was offered by the army .

On our arrival at this place (Kanha Kutchwa ) about sixteen

miles from the city o f L ah o re , and twelve from the cantonmen ts),
heavy firing for the best part o f an hour was heard . This proved

to be a salute of seven rounds from every gun in Lahore, in

honour o f the result of the Maharaj ah
’s meeting with me yes

te rday , and in j oy at the prospect of the restoration o f amicable

relations .

P R O C L AM A T I O N ,

By th e R igh t H onoura b le the G overn or-Gene ra l of I ndia .

Fo re ign D ep artme n t, Kusso or, Fe brua ry 14, 1846.

The Sikh army h as been expelled from the left bank of the

river Sutlej , having been defeated in every action , with the loss o f
more than 220 pieces o f field artillery .

The British army has crossed the Sutlej
,
and entered the

P unj aub .

The Governor-General announces by this Proclamation th at

this measure has been adopted by the Government o f India
,
in

accordance with the intentions expressed in the Proclamation of

the 13 th Of December last, as having been forced upon the

Governor-General for the purpose o f effectually protecting the

British Provinces, for vindicating the authority o f the British

Government, and for punishing the violators o f treaties and the

disturbers o f the public peace . ”

These operations will be steadily persevered in
,
and vigorously

prosecuted , until the objects proposed to be accomplished are

ful ly attained . The occupation o f the P unj aub by the British
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forces will not be relinquished until ample atonement fo r the

insult offered to the British Government by the infraction Of th e

treaty o f 1809, A.D . , and by the unprovoked invasion o f th e

British Provinces shall have been exacted . These obj ects will

include full indemnity for all expenses incurred during the war,
and such arrangements fo r the future government o f the Lahore

territories as will give perfect security to the British Government

against similar acts o f pe rfi dy and aggression .

Military operations against the Government and army o f the

Lahore State have not been undertaken by the Government o f

India from any desire o f territorial aggrandizement . The Gover

nor-General
,
as already announced in the Proclamation o f the

13 th o f December, “ sincerely desired to see a strong Sikh Govern

ment re -established in the P unj aub , able to controul its army

and to protect its subj ects . ” The sin cerity o f these professions

is proved by the fact that no preparations for hostilities had been

made when the Lahore Government suddenly
,
and without a

pretext o f complaint, invaded the British territories . The un pro

vo ke d aggression has compelled the British Government to have

recourse to arms, and to organize the means of offensive warfare ,
and whatever may now befall the Lahore State, the consequences

can alone be attributed to the misconduct o f that Government

and its army .

No extension of territory was desired by the Governm ent o f
India ; the measure necessary for providing indemnity for the

past and security for the future will
,
however, involve the reten

tion by th e British Government o f a portion of the country

hith erto und er th e Government of the Lahore State . The ex

tent o f territory which it may be deemed advisable to hold

will be determined by the conduct o f the Durbar
,
and by

considerations for the security o f the Briti sh frontier . The

Government o f India will
,
under any circum stances

,
annex to

the British Provinces the districts
,
hill and plain

,
situated b e

tween the rivers Sutlej and Bea s , the revenues thereof being
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appropriated as a part o f the indemnity required from the

Lahore State .

The Government o f India has frequently declared that it did
n o t desire to subvert the Sikh Government in the P unj aub and

although the conduct of the Durbar has been such as to justify
th e most severe and extreme measures o f retribution (the infl ic
tion of which may yet be required by sound policy

,
if the

recent acts o f violence be not amply atoned for and immediate

submission tendered) , nevertheless the Governor-General i s stil l

willing that an opportunity should be given to the Durbar and

to the chiefs to submit themselves to the authority o f the

British Government, and by a return to good faith
,
and the

observance o f prudent counsels , enable the Go vernor-General

to organize a S ikh Government in the person o f a descendant

o f its founder, the late Maharaj ah Runj e e t Singh , th e faithful

ally o f the British power .

The Governor-General , at this moment o f a most complete

and decisive victory, cannot give a stronger proof o f the for

b earance and moderation o f the Briti sh Government than by

making this declaration o f his intentions, the terms and mode o f
the arrangement remaining for further ad justment .

The Governor-General
,
therefore, calls upon all those chiefs

who are the well-wishers o f the descendants o f Runj e e t Singh ,
and especially such chiefs as have not participated in the hostile

proceedings against the British power, to act in concert with h im

for carrying into effect such arrangements as shall maintain a

Sikh Government at Lahore, capable o f controlling its army and

protecting its subj ects
,
and based upon principles that shall pro

vide for the future tranquill ity of the Sikh states , shall secure the

British frontier against a repetition o f acts of aggression , and shal l

prove to the whole world the moderation and ustice o f the para

mount power o f India .

If this opportunity o f rescuing the Sikh nation from military

anarchy and misrule be neglected
,
and hostile opposition to the

British army b e
,
re n ewe d , the Government o f India will make
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such other arrangements for th e future government of th e
P unj aub as the interests and security of the British power may

render j ust and expedient .

By order, &c . (Signed ) F . CURR IE,
S ecre ta ry to the G o ve rnmen t of I ndi a ,

wi th th e Go vern o r-Gene ra l .

(True co py) W . EDWARDS ,

Unde r S ecre ta ry to the G o ve rnmen t of I nd ia ,
wi th G o vernor-Gene ra l .

G enera l Orde r by the R igh t H o n oura b le the Go verno r-Gen era l

Camp , Kusso or, Fe bruary 14 , 1 846.

The Governor-Gene ral , having received from h is Excellency

the Commander-in -Chief the despatch annexed to this paper,
announces to the army and the people of India, for the fourth

t ime during this campaign, a most important and memorable

victory obtained by th e army o f the Sutlej over the Sikh forces at

Sob raon , o n the l 0th instant.

On that day the enemy’s strongly entrenched camp
,
defended

by men
,
and sixty-seven pieces o f artillery, exclusive o f

heavy guns
, o n th e opposite bank of the river, was stormed by

the British army , under the immediate command of his Excellency

S ir Hugh Gough , Bart . , and in two hours the S ikh

forces were driven into the river with immense loss
,
sixty

seven guns being captured by the victors .

The Governor-General most cordially congratulates the Com

mander-in -Chief and the British army o n this exploit, o n e of the

most daring ever achieved
,
by which

,
in open day

,
a triple line

of breast-works
,
flanked by formidable redoubts , bristling with

artillery , manned by thirty-two regular regiments o f infantry,
wa s assaul ted and carried by forces under his Excellency’s
command .
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This important operation was most j udiciously preceded by a

cannonade from the heavy howitzers a n d mortars
,
which had

arrived from Delhi o n the 8th instant
,
the same day on which the

forces under Major-General Sir Harry Smith
,
which had been

detached to L o o d ian a , and had gained the victory o f Al iwal
,

rej oined the Commander -in -Chief’s camp .

The vertical fire of the heavy ordnance had the effect intended

by his Excellency ; it shook the enemy
’s con fidence in works so

well and so laboriously constructed , and compelled them to seek

shelter in the broken ground within their camp .

The British infantry
,
fOrm e d on the extreme left o f the line

,

then advanced to the assaul t, and , in spite o f every impediment
,

cleared the entrenchments
,
and entered the enemy’s camp . Her

Maj esty’s 10th , 53rd , and 80th R egiments , with the 33 rd , 43rd ,
59th , and 63rd Native Infantry, m oving at a firm and steady pace

never fired a shot til l they had passed the barriers opposed to

them
,
a forbearance much to be comm ended and most worthy o f

constant imitation , to which may be attributed the success of their

first effort
,
and the small loss they sustained . This attack was

crowned with th e success it deserved , and (led by its gallant

commander
,
Major-General Sir Robert Dick) obtained the admi

ration o f the army, which witnessed its discip lined valour when

checked by the formidable obstacles and superior numbers to

which the attacking division was exposed , the 2ud division , under

Maj or-General Gilbert , afforded the m ost opportune assistance by

rapidly advancing to the attack o f the enemy’s batteries
,
entering

their fortified position after a severe struggle
,
and sweepin g

through the interior o f the camp . This division infl icted a very

severe loss on the retreating enemy .

The same gallant efforts
,
attended by the same success, distin

guish e d the attack of the enemy
’s left

,
made by the first division

und er th e command of Maj or-General Sir Harry Smith
,

in which the troops nobly sustained their former reputation .

These three divisions of inf antry
,
concentrated w ithin th e
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enemy’s camp , drove his shattered forces into the river, with a loss

which far exceeded that which the m ost experienced offi cers h ad

ever witnessed .

Thus terminated
,
in th e brief space o f two hours

,
this most

remarkable conflict, in which the military combinations o f the

Commander-in -Chief were fully and ably carried into effect with

his Excellency’s characteristic energy . The enemy’s select

regiments o f regular infantry have been dispersed , and a large

proportion destroyed , with the loss, since the campaign began , o f

220 pieces o f artillery taken in action .

The same evening, Six reg iments o f native infantry crossed the

Sutlej o n the following day, the bridge o f boats was nearly com

pl e te d by that able and indefatigable officer, Maj or Abbott, o f

the Eng ineers, and the army is this day encamped at Kusso o r,
thirty-two miles from Lahore .

The Governor-General again most cordially congratulates the

Comm ander-in -Chief o n the important results o btained by this

memorable achievement . The Governor-General , in the name

o f the Governmen t and o f the people o f India
,
offers to his

Excellency the Commander-in -Chief, to the general officers,
and all the officers and troops under their command

,
his

grateful and heartfelt acknowledgments fo r the services they

have performed .

To commemorate this great victory, the Governor-General will

cause a medal to be struck, with SOBRAON” engraved upon it ,
to be presented to the victorious army in the service o f the

E ast India Company, and requests his Excellency the Com

mander-in -Chief to forward the lists usually furnished o f those

engaged .

The Governor-General deeply regrets the loss o f the brave

officers and men who have fallen o n this occasion . Major-General

S ir Robert Dick , who led the attack , received a mortal

wound after he had entered the enemy’s entrenchments . Thus

fell
,
most gloriously

,
at th e moment o f victory, this veteran Ofii ce r,
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displaying the same energy and intrepidity , as when , thirty-five
years ago

,
in Spain , he wa s the distinguished leader o f the 42n d

Highlanders .

The army has also sustained a heavy loss by the death o f Bri

gad ie r Taylor, commanding the 3rd brigade o f the 2md d ivision , a

most able Officer, and very worthy to have been at the head o f so

distinguished a corps as Her Maj esty
’s 29th Regiment

,
by which

he was beloved and respected .

The Company’s service has lost an excellent offi cer in Captain

Fisher
,
who fell at the head o f the brave S irm o o r regiment, which

greatly distinguished itself.

The Governor-General has much satisfaction in again offering

to Major-General Sir Harry Smith
,

commanding the l st

d ivision o f infantry , his best thanks fo r his gallant services o n th is

occasi on , by which he has added to h is well-established reputation .

The Govern or-General acknowledges the meritorious conduct

o f Brigadier Penny and Brigadier Hicks, commanding brigades

in the l st division .

Her Maj esty’s 3 l st and 50th Regiments greatly distinguished

themselves , as well as the 42n d and 47th Native Infantry and the

Nusse re e battal ion .

The Governor-General’s than ks are also due to Lieuten ant

Colonel Ryan , commanding Her Majesty
’s 50th , who, he regrets

to hear, has been severely wounded .

To Major-General Gilbert
,
commanding the 2n d division

,
the

Governor-General is most happy to express his acknowledgments

for the j udgment
,
coolness

,
and intrepidity displayed by him o n

every occasion since the campaign Opened ; a n d o n th e present ,
the promptitude and energy o f his attack essentially contributed

to ensure the success o f the day .

The Governor-General trusts that the wound received by

BrigadierMa cL are n will not lon g deprive the service o f o n e of its
best officers .

Her Maj esty’s 29th
,
and the l st European Regiments , a n d th e

16th , 48th , 6
'

l st Native Infantry, and the S irmo o r batta l ion , have
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entitled themselves, by their gallant conduct, to the thanks of the

Government .

To Brigadier Stacy, o n whom the command of the 2n d division

devolved, the Governor-General
’s thanks are especially due

,
for

the able manner in which the attack within the enemy’s camp was

directed .

The Governor-General is also glad to have this opportun ity of

acknowledging the services o f BrigadierWilkin son , commanding
the 6th brigade o f the attacking division .

The brigade composed o f Her Maj esty’s 9th and 62md

Regiments
,
and the 26th Native Infantry

,
under the command o f

Brigadier the Honourable T . Ashburnham , placed in support o f

the attacking division
,
by its firm and j udicious advance, contri

buted to the success o f the assault .

The cavalry
,
under the command o f Major-General Sir J .

T h a ckwe l l , Brigad i ers Cureton
,
Scott

,
and Campbell ,

were well in hand , and ready for any emergency . H e r Maj esty’s

3rd Light Dragoons, as usual , were in the foremost ranks, and

distinguished themselves under their commanding officer, Lieu

tenant-Colonel White .

Brigadier Smith
,
the commanding engineer

,
fully accomplished

the Commander-in -Chief’s instructions ; and to Captain Baker

and Lieutenant Becher o f th e Engineers
,
the Governor-General’s

a cknowledgments are due, for leading the division Of attack into

th e enemy’s camp ; these o fli c e rs will maintain the reputation o f

their corps whenever gallantry or science may be required from

its members .

Maj or Abbott, of the Engineers, exclusive of his exertions in

constructing the bridge o f boats
,
displayed m uch intelligence in

the field . The merits o f Maj or Reilly
,
commanding that most

useful corps the Sappers and Miners
,
are acknowledged . The

ability and zeal o f Brigadier Irvine, the senior Offi cer o f the

engineer corps, are well known to the Governor-General ; a n d

his forbearance in n o t assuming the command , having reached

the camp o n the preceding evenin g , i s duly appreciated .
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Brigadier Gowan
,
commanding the artillery

,
ably directed the

pra ctice o f the heavy artillery, o n the left, assisted by Lieutenant

Colonel Biddulph
,
Lieutenant-Colonel Brooke

,
Lieutenant-Colonel

Wood
,
and Captain Pillaus .

On the right
,
the howitzer practice was well sustained by Maj or

Grant .
The troops o f horse arti llery o f Lieutenant-Colonel Lane and

Captain Fo rrl yce greatly assisted the attack o f our infantry o n the

left ; and , whilst the enemy were crossing the river, the fire o f

Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander’s troop was most effective .

The troops of Captain Horsford and Captain Swin ley also did

good service .

The Governor-General’s acknowledgments are due to Major

Grant
,
Deputy Adj utant-General , and to his d epartment gene

rally
,
for their ability and intelligence . To the Quarter-Master

General the service is much indebted for the udgm e n t and zeal

which mark all the proceedings o f that officer
,
and the Governor

General offers acknowledgments to him
,
to the Deputy Quarter

Master-General , Lieutenant-Colonel Drummond , and the officers

of that department .

To Lieutenant-Colonel Barr, Acting Adjutan t-General , and to

Lieutenan t-Colonel Gough , Acting Quarter-Master-General
,

Queen’s service, the Governor-Gener al
’s thanks are due . H e

regrets the temporary privation o f the services of these Officers

by the wounds they h ave received .

To Lieutenant-Colonel Birch , Judge Advocate-General , the

Governor -General again has to repeat his thanks fo r h is in te l l i
gence and gallantry .

T O Lieutenan t-Colonel Havelock
,
Persian interpreter

,
the

Governor-General offers his best thanks .

The Governor-General desires to record his obligations to

Count Ravensburg ,
and to the Officers of H is Royal Highness

’s

S taff, Count Oriola , and Count Gre ub e n . This gallant and

amiable Prince
, with his brave associates o f th e Prussian army ,

has shared all the dangers and secured for himself the respect

and admiration of the British army ; and the Governor-General
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begs to convey to H is Royal Highn ess and to h is Staff his

cordial thanks for the ready offers o f their services o n the field of

battl e .

T h e Gove rnor-General has n ow to acknowledge the services

rendered by the Officers attached to his own S taff .

He renews to Lieutenant-Colonel Benson ,
o f the Military

Board , his strong sense o f the important services rendered by

that o fli c e r during the whole o f this campaign , whose general

information in military details, and cool j udgment in action ,
deserve this acknowledgment .

Lieutenant-Colonel Wood , the Govern or-General
’s Military

Secretary , displayed o n the l 0th instant
,
the same intell igence

and gallantry as o n former occasions .

Major Lawrence
,
the Governor-General’s Political Agent, has ,

throughout these operations , afforded most useful assistan ce by

h is abil ity
,
zeal , and activity in the field , as well as o n every other

occasion .

Captain Mills, Assistant Political Agent, and Honorary Aide

de-Camp to the Governor-General , has Shown the mo st unwearied

d e votion to the service , as well in the field as in the exercise o f

his personal influence in the protected Sikh states .
The Governor-General’s thanks are also due to Captain Cun

n ingh am ,
Eng ineers , Assistant Political Agent .

The Governor-Gen eral’s A ides-de-Camp
,
Captain Grant

,
Lord

Arthur Hay, Captain Peel , and Captain Hardinge, by their gal

lantry and intelligence rendered themselves most useful .
In the operations o f this campaign

,
in which officers of the civil

service have accompanied the camp , and participated in the risks

incidental to active warfare , the Governor-General
’s thanks are

due for their readiness in encountering these risks
,
and their

endurance o f privations .

The Governor-General ackn owledges the able assistance he h a s
at all times received from the Political Secretary

,
F . Currie , Esq .

His acknowledgments are also due to his Private Secretary
, C .

Hardinge, E sq , and to the Assistant Political Agent, R . Cust,
E sq.
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Lieut . -Col . Parsons, Deputy Commissary-General , has suc

c e e d e d in keeping the army well supplied ; and the Governor

General is much satisfied with his exertions
,
and those o f the

offi cers under his command . The army took the field under cir

cum stan ce s of great difficulty ; and , by strenuous exertions, and

good arrangements o n th e part o f th e Lieut . -Colonel
,
the army

has n ow a large supply in reserve— a result very favourable to

the Chief of the Commissariat Department . The manner in which

Capt . Johnson has conducted the commissariat duties entrusted

to him
,
has also met with the Governor-General’s approbation .

To Dr . Macleod , Superintending Surgeon , and to Dr . Graham ,

as well as to the officers o f the medical department gen erally
,
the

Governor-General offers his acknowledgments .

H is thanks are due to Dr . Walker , Surgeon to the Governor
General

,
whose ability is only to be equalled by his zeal and

humanity .

A salute of twenty-o n e guns will be fired in celebration o f the

victory o f Sobraon at al l the usual stations o f the army .

By order of the Right Ho n . the Governor-General o f India
,

F . CURR IE ,

S ecre ta ry to the G o vernmen t of I ndia ,
wi th th e Govern o r Gen era l .

G en era l S ir H ugh Gough, Ba rt .
,
G . C .B .

, Comma nder
-in Ch i ef of th e

Fo rces in I nd ia , to the Go vern o r-Genera l of I nd ia .

H e a d Quarters,Army of th e S utlej , Camp Kusso or,

Fe brua ry 1 3, 1846.

R IGHT HONOURABLE S I R ,

This is the fourth despatch which I have the honour of

addressing to yo u Since the Opening o f the campaign . Thanks to

Almighty Go d , whose hand I desire to acknowledge in al l our

successes
,
the occasion o f my writing n o w i s to announce a fourth

and m ost glorious and decisive victory .

My last communication detailed the movements o f the Sikhs
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and o ur counter-manoeuvres since the great day o f Ferozeshah .

Defeated o n the Upper Sutlej , the enemy continued to occupy

his position o n the right bank , and his formidable téte d a po n t and

entre nchments o n the left bank o f the river, in front of the main

body o f our army . But
, o n th e l 0th instant, all tha t he held of

British territory
,
which was comprised in the ground o n which

one o f his camps stood , was stormed from his grasp , and his auda

city was again signally punished by a blow
,
sudden , heavy, and

overwhelming . It is my gratifying duty to d etail th e measures

which have led to this glorious result .

The enemy’s works h ad been repeatedly reconnoitered during

the time o f my head quarters being fixed atNih a lke e , by myself,
my departmental staff

,
and my engineer and artillery o fli c e rs .

Our observations
,
coupled with the reports o f spies, convinced us

that there had devolved o n us the arduous task o f attacking a

position covered with formidable entrenchments
,
not fewer than

men
,
the best o f the Khalsa troops

,
with seventy pieces of

cannon
,
united by a good bridge to a reserve o n the opposite bank ,

o n which the enemy had a considerable camp and some artillery,
commanding and flanking his fi e ld-works o n our S ide . Major

General Sir Harry Smith
’s division having rej oined me o n the

evening o f the 8th , and part of my S iege train having come up

w ith me, I resolved , o n the morning o f the l 0th
,
to dispose o ur

m ortars and battering guns o n the alluvial land within good range

of the enemy
’

s picquets at the post of observation in front o f KO

d e ewa l la , and at the Little Sobraon . It was directed that this

should be done during the night o f the 9th ,
but the execution o f

th is part o f the plan was deferred owing to misconceptions and

casual circumstances until near daybreak . The delay was o f

l ittle importance
,
as the event showed that the Sikhs h ad followed

our example , in occupy ing the two posts in force by day only .

Of both , therefore, possession was taken without opposition . The

battering and disposable field artillery was then put in position o n

an extended semi-circle, embracing with in its fire the works of th e
S ikh s . It had been intended th at the cannonade should have
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commenced at daybreak ; but so heavy a mist hung over the

plain and river that it became necessary to wait until the rays of

the sun had penetrated it and cleared the atmosphere . Mean

while o n the margin o f the Sutlej
, o n o ur left, two brigades of

Major-General Sir Robert Dick’s division , und er his personal

command
,
stood ready to commence the assault against the

enemy’s extreme right . His 7th brigade , in which was the l 0th

Foot
,
reinforced by th e 53rd Foot, and led by Brigadier S tacy , was

to h ead the attack , supported , at 200 yards dis tance , by the 6th b ri

gade, under BrigadierWilkinson . In reserve was the 5th brigad e,
under Brigadier the Honourable T . Ashburnham , which was to

move forward from the entrenched village o f Ko d e ewa l la
,
leaving

,

i f necessary
,
a regiment for its defence . I n the centre

,
Major

General Gilb ert
’s division was deployed for support o r attack

,
i ts

right resting o n and in the village of the Little Sobraon . Major

General Sir Harry Smith
’s division was formed near the village

o f Guttah ,
with its right thrown up towards the Sutlej . Briga

dier Cureton’s cavalry threatened , by feigned a ttacks
,
th e ford at

Hurreke e and th e enemy
’

s horse, under Rajah Lal Singh Misr,
o n the opposite bank. Brigadier Campbell , taking an in te rme

diate position in the rear between Maj or-General Gilbert’s right

and Maj or-General S ir Harry Smith
’

s left, protected both .

Major-General Sir Thomas T h ackwe l l , un der whom was Briga

dier Scott
,
held in reserve o n o ur left, ready to act as circum

stances might demand
,
the rest o f the cavalry .

Our battery o f nine-poun ders, enlarged into twelves , Opened

n ear the Little Sobraon with a brigade o f howitzers formed from
the light field batteries and troops o f horse artillery , shortly after

daybreak . But it was half-past six before the whole of o ur artil

lery fire was developed . I t was m ost spirited and well directed .

I cannot speak in terms to o high o f the j udicious disposition Of

the guns, their admirable practice , o r the activity with which the

cannonade was sustained . But, notwithstanding the formidable

calibre o f our iron guns , mortars , and howitzers , and the admirable

way in which they were served , and aided by a rocke t battery , i t
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would h ave been visionary to expect that they could , within any

limited time
,
silence the fire o f seventy pieces behind well-con

structed batteries of earth , plank , and fascines, o r dislodge troops ,
covered either by redoubts o r e paulm e n ts, o r within a treble line of

trenches . The effect o f the cannonade was
,
as has been since

proved by an inspection o f the camp , most severely felt by the

enemy but i t soon became evident that the issue of this struggle

must be brought to the arbitrement of musketry and the bayonet .

At nine o’clock , Brigadier Stacy
’s brigade

,
supported o n either

flank by Captains Ho rsfo rd
’

s and Fordyce’s batteries
,
and Lieu

tenant-Colonel Lane’s troop of horse artillery
,
moved to the

attack in admirable order . The infantry and guns aided each

other correlatively . The former marched steadily o n in line, which

they halted only to correct when necessary . The latter took up

successive positions at the gallop
,
until at length they were within

three hundred yards o f the heavy batteries o f the Sikhs ; but, not

withstanding the regularity and coolness, and scientific ch aracter

o f this assault, which Brigadier Wilkinson well supported , so hot
was the fire o f cannon , musketry, and zumboorucks

,
kept up by

the Khalsa troops , that it seemed for some moments impossible

that the entrenchmen ts could be won under it ; but soon ,
perse

ve ring gallantry triumphed , and the whole army had th e sa tisfa c

tion to see th e gallant Brigadier Stacy’s soldiers driving the S ikhs

in confusion before them within the area o f their encampment.
The l 0th Foot, under Lieutenant-Colonel Franks, now fo r th e

first time brought into serious contact with the enemy, greatly

distinguished themselves . This regiment never fired a shot until

it had go t within the works of the enemy . The onset o f Her

Majesty
’s 53rd Foot was as gallant and effective . The 43rd and

59th Native Infantry, brigaded with them , emulated both in cool

determination .

At the moment Of this first success, I directed Brigadier the

H o n . T . Ashburnham’s brigade to move o n in support ; and

Major-General Gilbert’s and Sir Harry Smith’s d ivisions to

throw o ut their light troops to threaten the works
,
aided by artil
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lery . As these attacks of the centre and right commenced , the

fire o f our heavy guns had first to be directed to the right, and

then gradually to cease but, at o n e time , the thunder of full 120
pieces o f ordnance reverberated in this mighty combat throu

g
h

the valley of the Sutlej ; and as i t was soon seen that the weight
o f th e whole force within the S ikh camp was likely to be thrown

upon the two brigades that had passed its trenches
,
it became

necessary. to convert into close and serious attacks the demonstra

tions with skirmishers and artillery of the centre and right and

the battle raged with inconceivable fury from right to left . The

S ikhs
,
even when at particular points their entrenchments were

mastered with the bayonet, strove to regain them by the fiercest

confl ict
,
sword in hand . Nor was it until the cavalry of the left

,

under Maj or-General Sir Joseph T h a ckwe l l , had moved forward

and ridden through the Openings in the entrenchments made by

o ur sappers
,
in single fi l e , and reformed as they passed them ;

and the 3 rd Dragoons , whom no obstacle usually held formidable

by horse appe ars to check , had on this day , as at Ferozeshah ,
galloped over and cut down the obstinate defenders o f batteries

and fi e ld -works , and until the full weigh t of three divisions of

infantry
,
with every field artillery gun which could be sent to

their aid
,
had been cast into the scale, that victory finally declared

for the British . The fire of the S ikhs first Slackened
,
and then

nearly ceased and the victors then pressing them on . every side
,

precipitated them in masses over their bridge, and into the Sut
l ej

,
which a sudden rise o f seven inches had rendered hardly ford

able . In their efforts to reach the right bank through the

deepened water
,
th ey suffered from o ur horse artillery a terrible

carnage . Hundreds fell under this cannonade ; hundreds upon

hundreds were drowned in attempting the perilous passage .

Their awful slaughter, confusion , and d ismay were such as would

have excited compassion in the hearts o f their generous con

que ro rs, if the Khalsa troops had not , in the earlier part of th e

action
,
sullied their gallantry by slaughtering and barbarously

mangling every wounded soldier whom , in the vicissitudes o f
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attack
,
the fortune of war left at their mercy . I must pause in

this narrative especially to notice the determined hardihood and

bravery with which o ur two battalions o f Gh o o rkh as, the Sirm o o r

and Nusse re e , met the Sikhs, wherever they were opposed to
them . Soldiers

, o f small stature but indomitable spirit, they vied

in ardent courage in the charge with th e grenadiers o f o ur o wn

nation
,
and

,
armed with the short weapon o f their m ountains,

were a terror to the Sikhs throughout this great combat .

S ixty-seven pieces o f cannon , upwards o f 200 camel-swivels

(zumboorucks) , n umerous standards , and vast munitions of war,
captured by o ur troops, are the pledges and trophies o f o ur

victory . The battle was over by eleven in the morning and , in

the forenoon
,
I caused o ur engineers to burn a part and to sink a

part o f the vaunted bridge of the Khalsa army, across which

they had boastfully come once more to defy us
,
and to threaten

India with ruin and devastation .

We have to deplore a loss severe in itself
,
but certainly not

heavy when weighed in the balance against th e obstacles over

come a n d the advan tages obtained . I have especially to lament

the fall o f Major-General Sir Robert Dick
,

a gallant

veteran o f the Peninsula an d Waterloo campaigns . He survived

only until evening the dangerous grape-shot wound which he

received close to the enemy’s 80th regiment, in their career o f

noble daring . Major-General Gilbert, to whose gallantry and

unceasing exertion s I have been so deeply indebted
,
and whose

services have been so emin ent throughout this eventful campaign
,

and Brigadier S tacy , the leader o f the brigade most hotly an d
successfully engaged , b oth received contusions . They were such

as would have caused many men to retire from the field
,
but they

did not interrupt for a moment the efforts of these heroic Officers .

BrigadierMa cL are n , SO distinguished in th e campaigns in Aff
gh an istan ,

atMah a rajpo re , and now again i n o ur confl icts with

the S ikhs , has been badly wounded by a ball in the knee .

Brigadier Taylor, C .B. ,
o n e o f the most gallant and intelligent

offi cers in the army, to whom I have felt deeply indebted o n
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many occasions
,
fell in this fight, at the head of his brigade, in

close encounter with the enemy , and covered with honourable

wounds . Brigadier Penny , o f theNusse re e battalion , command
ing the 2n d brigade, has been wounded , but not, I trust, severely .

I am deprived for the present of the valuable services of Lieu

tenant—Colonel J . B . Gough ,C .B. ,Acting Quarter-Master-General
o f H e r Majesty’s trOOps,wh o se aid I h ave so h ighly prized in al l

my campaigns in China and India . He received a wound from a

grape-shot
,
which is severe

,
but I h Ope not dangerous . L ieut .

Colonel Barr
,
Acting Adjutant-General o f Her Maj esty’s forces

,

whose superior merit as a staff-Offi ce r I have before recorded , has

suffered a compound fracture in th e left arm by a ball . It is

feared that amputation may become necessary . Lieutenant

Colonels Ryan and Petit, o f the 50th Foot, were both badly

wounded with that gallant regiment . Captain John Fisher, com

mandant o f the S irmo o r battalion , fell at the head o f his val iant

little corps
,
respected and lamented by the whole army .

I have n ow to make the attempt, diffi cul t, nay , impracticable I

deem it
, o f expressing in adequate terms my sense o f obligation to

those who especially aided me by their talents and self-devotion

in the hard-fought field of Sobraon .

First
,
Right Honourable Sir, you must permit me to speak o f

yourself. Before the action , I had the satisfaction o f submitting to

you my plan o f attack , and I cannot describe the support which I

derived from the circumstance o f its having in a l l its details met

your approbatio n . When a soldier o f such sound udgm e n t and

experience as your Excellency assured me that my proj ected

operation deserved success , I could n o t permit myself to doubt

that
,
by the blessing o f Divine Providence, the victory would be

ours . Nor did your assistance stop here ; though suffering

severely from the effects o f a fall , and unable to mount o n horse

back without assistance, your uncontrollable desire to see this

army once more triumphant carried yo u into the hottest o f the

fire
,
filling all who witnessed your exposure to such peril at once

with admiration o f the intrepidity that prompted it and anxiety
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for your personal safely
,
involving so deeply in itself the interests

and happiness o f British India . I must acknowledge my obliga

tion to you for having , whilst I was busied with another portion

o f our operations , superintended all the arrangements that related

to laying o ur bridge across the Sutlej
,
near Ferozepore . Our

prompt appearance o n this side o f the river
,
afte r victory

,
and

advance to this place, which has enabled us to surprise its fort, and

encamp without opposition in o n e of the stron gest positions in the

country
,
is the result o f this invaluable assistance .

The Maj or-Generals of divisions engaged deserve far more c om

m e n datio n than I am able , within the limits o f a despatch , to

bestow . Major-General Sir Robert Dick
,
as I have already

related
,
has fallen o n a field o f renown worthy o f his military

career and services, and the affectionate regret of his country wil l

follow him to a soldier’s grave .

I n his attack o n the enemy’s left
,
Maj or-General Sir Harry

Smith displayed the same valour and judgment which gave him

the victory of Aliwal . A more arduous task has seldom
,
if ever

,

been assigned to a division . Never has an attempt been more

gloriously carried through

I want words to express my gratitude to Maj o r-General G ilbert .
Not only have I to record that in this great fight all was achieved

by him which
,
as Commander-in -Chief

,
I could desire to have

executed ; not only o n this day was his division enabled
,
by his

skill and courageous example
,
to triumph over obstacles from

which a less ardent spirit would have recoiled as insurmountable ;
but , Since the hour in which o ur leading columns moved o ut o f

Umballa, I have found in the Maj or-General an offi cer who has

not merely carried o ut al l my orders to the letter
,
but whose zeal

and tact have enabled him in a hundred instances to perform

valuable services in exact anticipation o f my wishes . I beg ex

pl ic itly to recommend him to your Excellency
’s especial notice as

a divisional commander of the highest merit .

Major-General Sir Joseph T h a ckwe l l has established a claim
o n this day to th e rare commendation o f having achieved much
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with a cavalry force
,
where the duty to be done consisted o f a n

attack on fi e ld -works , usually supposed to be the particular pro

vince of infantry and artillery . His vigilance and activity

throughout o ur operations, and the superior manner in which our

outpost duties have been carried on under his superintendence
,

demand my warmest acknowledgments .

Brigadier Stacy, C . B. ,
I must commend to your special pro

te ctio n and favour . On him devolved the arduous duty o f

leading the first column to the attack , turning the enemy
’s right,

encounterin g his fire
,
before his numbers had been thinned

,
o r his

spirit broken
,
and

,
to use a phrase which a soldier like your

E xcellency will comprehend
,
taking o ff the rough edge o f the

S ikhs in the fight . How ably
,
h ow gallantly, h o w successfully

this was don e
,
I have before endeavoured to relate . I feel certain

that Brigadier S tacy and his noble troops will hold their due

place in your Excellency’s estimation
,
and that his m erits will

meet w ith fi t reward .

Brigadier Orchard
, C .B.

,
in consequence o f the only regiment

under his command that was engaged in the action
,
being with

Brigadier S ta cy
’

s brigade, attached himself to it, and shared al l

its dan gers
,
glories, and success .

I beg as warmly and sincerely to praise the manner in which

Brigadier Wilkinson supported Brigadier Stacy, and followed his
lead into the enemy’s works .

Brigadier the Hon . T . Ashburnham manoeuvred with great

coolness and success as a reserve to the two last-mention ed

brigades .

Brigadier Taylor
, o f Her Maj esty

’

s
_
29th

, fell nobly, as has

already been told, in the discharge o f his duty . He is himself

beyond the reach o f earthly praise ; but it i s my earnest desire

that his memory may be honoured in his fall
,
and that his regi

ment
,
the army with which he served , and his country, may know

that no officer held a higher place in my poor estimation
,
for

ga llantry or skill , than Brigadier C . C . Taylor .
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BrigadierMa cL are n , C .B. , In whom I have ever confided
,
as

o n e o f the ab lest o f the senior offi cers of this force, sustained o n

this d ay , as I have before intimated , his already enviable reputa

tion I trust he may n o t long be kept by his wound o ut o f the

Sphere o f active exertion, which is his natural element .

Brigadiers Penny and Hicks commanded th e two brigades of

Major-General Sir Harry Smith’s d ivision , and overcame at

their head the most formidable opposition . I b e g to bring both ,
in the most earnest manner

,
to your notice, trustn that

Brigad ier Penny
’s active services will soon become once more

available .

The manoeuvres o f Brigadier Cureton
’s cava lry, in attracting

and fixing the attention of Rajah Lal SinghMisr’s horse, fulfilled
every expecta tion which I had formed

,
and we re worthy of the

skill of the offi cer employed
,
whose prominent exploits at the

battle of Al iwal I have recently had the honour to bri ng to
your notice .

Brigadier Scott, C .B.
, in command o f the l st brigade o f caval ry ,

had the rare fortune o f meeting and overcoming a powerful body
o f infan try in the rear o f a line of formidable fi e ld -works . I

have to congratulate him o n th e success o f the noble troops under
him , and to thank him for his own meritorious exertions . I am

quite certain that your Excelle ncy w ill bear them in mind .

Brigadier Campbell
’

s brigade was less actively employed ; but
all that was required o f i t was most creditably performed

.
The

demonstration o n the enemy
’

s left by the 9th Lancers towards
th e conclusion o f the battle, was made in the best order under a
sharp cannonade .
Brigadier Gowan , C .B. , deserves my best thanks fo r h is able

arrangements, the value o f which was so fully evinced in the first
hour and a half of this confl ict

,
when it was almost exclusively an

artillery fight . Brigadiers Biddulph
,
Brooke

, a n d Den nis, sup
ported him in the ablest way throughout the day

,
and have given

me the most effectual assistance under every circumstance o f the
campaign .
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The effective practice o f our rockets
,
under Brigadier Brooke

,

elicited my pa rticular admiration .

Brigadier Smith
, C .B. , had made all the dispositions in the

engineer department
,
which were in the highest degree j udicious

,

and in every respect excellent . On the evening o f the 9th instant

Brigadier Irvine
,
whose nam e is associated with o n e Of the most

brilliant events in o ur military history, the capture o f Bh urtpo re ,
arrived in camp . The command would

,
of course, have devolved

o n him
,
but

,
with that generosity o f Spirit which ever accompanies

true valour and ability
,
he declined to assume it

,
in order that al l

the credit o f that work which he had begun might attach to

Brigadier Smith . For himself
,
Brigadier Irvine sought only th e

opportunity of sharing o ur perils in the field , and he personally

accompanied me throughout the day . Brigadier Smith has

earned a title to the highest praise I can bestow .

To the General Staff I am in every way indebted . Nothing

could surpass the activity and intelligence o f Lieutenant-Colonel

Garden and Major Grant, who are the heads o f it, in the discharge

o f the duties o f their departments, ever very laborious, and during

this campaign almost overwhelming . Both yet suffer under

th e effects of wound s previously received . Lieutenant-Colon el

Drummond , C .B.
, Deputy Quarter-Master-General , and L ie ute

nant Arthur Becher, Deputy-Assistant Quarter-Master-General ,
ably supported the former ; and the exertions o f Captains Anson

and Tucker, Assistant Adj utants-General, have been most satis

factory to the latter and to myself.

Lieut . -Colon el Parsons, Deputy Commissary-General , has

evinced the most successful perseverance in his important e n

d e avo urs to supply the army . He has been ably aided at head

quarte rs by Major W . J . Thompson , C .B. ,
and Maj or Curtis

,

Sub -Assistant Commissary-General ; all three of these officers

were most active in conveyin g my orders in the battle o f Sobraon

in the face o f every danger . I h ave , in the most expl icit way, to

record the same intelligen ce and ability, and the same activity and

bravery
,
in the case o f Lieutenant-Colonel Birch , Judge Advocate
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General
,
both as respects departmental duties and a ctive attend

ance on me in the field . I have already spoken o f the loss which

I have sustained by Lieutenant-Colonels Gough and Barr being
wounded . The exertions Of both in an imating o ur troops in

moments o f emergency were laudable beyond my power to praise .

Lieutenant Sandys
,
55th Reg iment Native Infantry, Postmaster

o f the force, assisted in conveying my orders .

Superintending Surgeon B . Macleod , M .D . , has been inde

fatigable in th e fulfilment of every requirement o f his important

and responsible situation . I am entirely satisfied with ’ his e xe r

tions and their re sults . I must bring to notice al so the merits o f

Field-Surgeon J . Steel , M .D .
,
and Surgeon Graham , M.D . , in

charge of the d epOt o f sick .

I w a s accompanied during the act ion by the following officers o f

my personal staff z— Captain the Hon . C . R . Sackville West,Her
Maj esty’s 2 l st Foot, Officiating Military Secretary (Captain

Haines
,
for whom he acts

,
stil l being disabled by his severe

wound) ; Lieutenant-Colonel H . Havelock , C .B. ,
Her Majesty’s

39th Foot, Persian Interpreter ; Lieutenant Bagot, 15th Native

Infantry ; Lieutenant Edwards, l st E uropean Light Infantry ;
and Cornet Lord James Browne

,
9th Lancers

,
my Aides-de

Camp and Assistant-Surgeon J . E . Stephens,M .D .
,
my medical

o fficer , assisted in conveying m y orders to various points , in the

thickest of the figh t and the hottest of the fire
,
a n d to all o f them

I feel greatly indebted .

I have to acknowledge the services in the command Of regi

ments , troops , and batteries , o r on sele ct and particular duties in

the engineer department
,
o f the followin g Officers

,
and to re com

mend them to your E xcellency’s special favour
,
viz . z— Major F .

Abbott, who laid the bridge by which the army crossed into the
P unj aub , and who was present at Sobraon , and did excellent

service ; Captain Baker and Lieutenant John Becher, Engineers ,
who conducted Brigadier S ta cy’s column (the last of these was

wounded) Lieutenant-ColonelWood , Artillery, commanding the
mortar ba ttery Major Lawren son, commanding the eighteen
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pounder battery : Lieutenant-Colonel Huthwaite, commanding

th e eight-inch howitzer battery and Lieutenant-Colonel Geddes
,

commanding th e rockets ; Captain R . Waller , horse artillery ;
Captain G . H . Swin le y , Captain E . F . Day , Captain J . Turton

,

Brevet-Major C . Grant, Brevet-Lieutenant-Colonel J . Alexander
,

Brevet-Major F . Brind , Brevet-Lieutenant-Colonel J . T . Lane

Brevet-Major J . Campbell , Captain J . Fordyce , Captain R .

H orsford
,
and Lieutenant G . Holland , commanding troops and

batte ries ; Major B . Y . Reilly, commanding Sappers and Miners

Lieutenant-Colonel White , C .B.
, commanding the 3 rd Light

Dragoons ; Captain Nash , 4th Light Cavalry ; Major Alexander,
5th Light Cavalry ; Captain Christie , 9th Irregular Cavalry ;
Lieutenant-Colonel Fullerton , 9th Lancers ; Captain Leeson , 2n d
Irregular Cavalry ; Brevet-Captain Becher, 8th Irregular Cavalry ;
Captain Pearson

,
16th Lancers ; Brevet-Captain Quin , Governor

General
'

s Body Guard ; Brevet-Major An gelo
,
3 rd Light Cavalry ;

Lieutenant-Colonel Spence, 3 1st Foot ; Captain Co rfi e ld , 47th

Native Infantry ; Brevet-Lieutenant-Colonel Ryan , and Brevet

Lieutenant-Colonel Petit and Captain Long, 50th Foot ; Maj or

P o lwh e le , 42nd Regiment Native Infantry ; Captain O
’

Brie n

and Lieutenant Travers
,
Nusse re e battalion ; Captain Stepney,

29th Foot Major Sibba ld , 4 1st Regiment Native Infantry ;Maj or
Birrell and Brevet-Captain Seaton

,
l st European Light Infantry ;

Brevet-Major Graves, l 6th Grenadiers ; Lieutenant Reid , S ir

moor b attal ion ; Lieutenant-Colonel Davis , 9th Foot ; Major

H a n sc om b , 26th Regiment Native Infantry ; Lieutenant-Colonel

Bunbury
,
80th Foot ; Captain Hoggan , 63rd Regiment Native

Infantry ; Captain Sandeman , 33rd Regiment Native Infantry ;
Lieutenant-Colonel Franks

,
l 0th Foot ; Brevet-Lieut . -Colonel

Na sh , 43rd Regiment Native Infan try ; Brevet-Lieute nant

Colonel Thomson , 59th R egiment Native Infantry ; Lieutenant

Colonel Phillips
, 53rd Foot ; Major Shortt , 62n d Foot ; Brevet

Maj or Marsh all
,
68th R egiment Native Infantry ; and Captain

Short, 45th Reg iment Infantry .

The following staff and engineer officers I have also to bring to
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your special notice
,
and to pray that their services may be favour

ably remembered
,
and the survivors duly rewarded— viz . , Captain

E . Christie, D eputy-Assistant Adj utant-General , and Lieutenant

Maxwell
, D eputy-Assistant Quarter-Master-General o f Artil

lery and Captain P il lan s and Brevet-Captain W . K . Warner ,
Commissaries o f Ordnance ; Brevet-Captain M . Mackenzie and

Brevet-Captain E . G . Austen , and First Lieutenant E. Kaye,
Artillery ; Maj ors o f Brigade . Napier, Major o f Brigade o f

E ng ineers ; Captain Tritton , 3 rd Light Dragoon s , Deputy

Assistan tAd utan t-Gene ral Lieutenant E . Roche, 3 rd Dragoon s ,
Aide-de-Camp to Maj o r-General S ir J . T h ackw e ll , and Officiating

Deputy-Assistant Quarter-Master-General of Cavalry, In the

place o f Captain Havelock , 9th Foot, who was present in the

field
,
but unable , from the effects o f a wound , to discha rge the

duties o f his office ; Capta in E . L ugard , 3 1st Foot, Deputy

Assistant Adj utant-General ; Lieutenant A . S . Galloway , 3rd

Light Cavalry
,
Deputy-Assistant Quarter-Master-General ; Lieu

tenant E . A . Holdich , 80th Foot, Aide-de-Camp to Maj or

Gen eral Sir Harry Sm ith ; Lieutenant F . M‘D . Gilbert
,
2n d

Grenadiers, Acting Aide-de-Camp to Major-General Gilbert ;
Captain R . Houghton, 63 rd Regiment Native I n fan ty , Officiating

Assistant Adj utant-General Lieutenant Rawson , Deputy-Assis

tant Quarter-Master-General— killed ; Lieutenant R . Bates
,
82ud

Foot
,
A id e-de-Camp to the la te Major-General Sir R . Dick ;

Captain J . R . Pond , l st European Light Infantry, Deputy

Assistant Adj utant-General ; Lieutenant J . S . Paton
,
14th Regi

ment Native Infantry
,
Offi ciating Deputy-Assistant Quarter

Master-General ; Brevet-Captain Harrington , 5th Light Cava lry ;
Captain A . S pottiswoode, 9th Lancers ; Lieutenant R . Pattinson

,

16th Lancers Captain J . Garvock
,
3 l st Foot ; Lieutenan t G . H .

M . Jones , 29th Foot ; Captain J . L . Taylor
,
26th Light In fantry

,

Lieutenant H . F . Dun sford
,
59th Regiment Native Infantry

,

Majors o f Brigade ; Captain Combe, l st E uropean Light In

fa n try , Maj or o f Brigade , 2n d brigade ; Captain Gordon , 1 1 th

Native Infantry, Major o f Brigade, 6th brigade ; Captain A . G .
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Ward , 68th Native Infantry, Major of Brigade ; and Lieutenant
R . Hay, Maj or of Brigade— killed .

Having ventured to speak o f your Excellency’s own part in

this action , it would be most gratifying to m e to go o n to mention

the brill iant share taken in it by Lieutenant-Colonel Wood and
the officers o f your personal staff

,
as well as by the civil

,
pol itical ,

and other m ilitary officers attached to you . But as these were

all under your o wn eye, I cannot doubt that you will yourself d o

justice to their exertions .

We were in this battle again honoured with the presence of
Prince Waldemar o f Prussia

,
and the two noblemen in his suite,

Counts Oriola and Greub e n . Here
,
as atMo o dke e and Feroze

shah , these distinguished vi sitors did not content themselves with

a distant view o f the action, but, throughout it, were to be seen

in front wherever danger most urgently pressed .

The loss o f th e enemy has been immense ; an estimate must be

formed with a due allowance for the spirit o f exaggeration which

pervades all statements ofAsiatics where their interest leads them

to magnify numbers ; but o ur own observation on the river banks

an d in the enemy’s camp
,
combined wi th the reports brought to

o ur intelligence department
,
convince me that the Khalsa casual

ties were between and men killed and wounded in

action and drowned in the passage of the river . Amongst the

slain are Sirdar Sham Singh Attare ewa l la , Generals Gholah
Singh Ko o pta and H e e ra S ingh Topee, Sirdar Kishen Singh ,
son o f the late Jemadar Ko o sh a l l Singh ; GeneralsMo b aruck
Al ly and Illahee Buksh

,
and ShahNewa z Khan , son o f Futte h

o o d -deen Khan o f Kusso o r . The body o f Sham Singh was

sought fo r in the captured camp by his followers ; and respecting
th e gallantry w ith wh ich he 'is reported to have devoted himself

to death rather than accompany the army in its fl ight, I forbad e

W e h ave sin ce a sce rta in ed, from un doub te d auth o ri ty, th a t th e S ikh s a ckn ow

l e dge th ey h ad m e n e ngage d i n th i s ba t tl e , e xclusive o f th e large fo rce , par

ticularly o f cava lry , a t th is sid e o f th e rive r, an d th a t th e ir lo ss o n th i s o cca s io n wa s
from to me n .
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his people being molested in their search ,
which was finally

succe ssful .

T h e con sequences o f this great action have yet to be fully

d eveloped . I t h as at least
,
in God’s providence , once more

expelled the S ikhs from o ur territory, and planted our standards

o n th e soil o f the P unj aub . After occupy ing their entrenched

position for nearly a month
,
the Khalsa army had perhaps mis

taken the caution which had induced us to wait for th e necessary

material
,
for timidity . But they must now deeply feel that the

blow which has fallen o n them from the British arm has on ly

been the heavier for being long delayed .

I have
,
&c .

H . GOUGH
, Gene ra l

,

Comma nder-i n Ch i ef , E ast I nd i es.

R e turn of th e Ki lled
, W ound ed , a ndMissing of th eArmy of the Sutlty

’

,

und er th e Comma nd of H is E ave e llency G e n e ra l S ir H ugh Gough ,

B a rt.
, Comma nderu in-Ch ief, i n theActi o n a t S o bra o n

,
o n

l 0th Fe brua ry , 1 846.

ABSTRACT .

S tafi .
-2 European Officers wounded .

Arti llery D ivisio n — l E uropean Officer
,
3 rank and file

,
3 syce

drivers , 1 7 horses— killed ; 1 E uropean Offi cer , 1 sergeant, 33 rank

and file, 5 lascars, 5 syces, 23 horses— wounded ; 5 horses missing .

E ng in eers a nd S app ers a ndMin ers .
—2 rank and fi le— killed ; 3

European officers , 1 native ditto, 16 rank and fi l e— wounded .

Ca va lry D ivisi o n — 6 rank and~fi l e
,
13 h orses— killed 4

European officers, 2 trumpeters, 36 rank and file
,
53 horses

wounded ; 24 horses missing .

l st I nfa n try D ivisi o n — 2 European officers , 1 native officer, 97
rank and fi le— killed ; 28 European officers , 13 native offi cers,
489 rank and fi le— wounded .
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2nd I nfa n try D ivisi o n — 5 European offi cers, 1 native officer , 5
sergeants

,
109 rank and fi le, 1 horse— killed ; 38 European o fli ce rs ,

12 native officers
,
46 sergeants, 2 drummers , 685 rank and file

,
1

horse— wounded .

3rd I nfa n try D ivisi o n — 5 European officers , 1 native officer, 3
sergeants

,
l drummer, 75 rank and file, 5 horses— killed ; 25

E uropean Offi cers
,
l 3 native o fli ce rs, 27 sergeants , 3 drummers,

573 rank an d file
,
6 horses— wounded .

T o ta l— l 3 European officers , 3 native o fli ce rs, 8 sergeants, l

drummer
,
292 rank and file, 3 syces, and 36 horses— killed ; 10 1

E uropean officers , 39 native offi cers, 74 sergeants and havildars ,
'

7 trumpeters and drummers, 832 rank and file
, 5 lascars, 5 syces,

83 horses— wounded ; 29 horses missing .

E urop ea n ofi lcers .
— l 3 killed , 10 1 wounded .

Na tive ofi i cers .
—3 killed , 39 wounded .

Wa rra n t a nd n o n -commissi o n ed ofi icers, ra nk a nd file — 30 1 killed ,
wounded .

L a sca rs, syce drivers, syces, &c .
— 3 killed , 10 wounded .

T o ta l— 320 killed , wounded .

Gra nd T o ta l of ki lled , wounded , a nd missing ,

Names of Ofi i cers Ki lled a nd Wounded .

KILLED .

Arti llery D ivisi o n .

l st T ro op 2nd Briga d e H o rse Arti llery . First Lieutenant

H . J . Y . Faithful] .

l st I nf a n try D ivisi o n .

Briga d e S tafi
’

.
— Lieutenant R . Hay , Major o f Brigade .

H erMaj esty’s 50th Fo o t.— Lieutenant C . R . Grimes .

2nd I nf a n try D ivisi o n .

D ivisio na l S tafi
’

.
—Lieutenant J . S . Rawson , Offi ciating Deputy

Assistant Quarter Master-General .
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Briga de S tafi
’

.

— Lieut . -Colonel C . C . Taylor, C .B. , Brigadier .

l stE urop ea n L ight I nfa n try — Lieutenant F . Shuttleworth and

Ensign F . W . A . Hamilton .

S irmo o r Ba tta li on — Captain J . Fisher (23rd N. I . )

3rd I nf a n try D ivisi o n .

D ivisio na l S tafi Z— Major-General Sir R . H . Dick , K.G.B. and

K.C .H .

H erMay’esty’s 62nd Fo o t.— Lieutenant W . T . Bartley .

33rd R eg imen tNa tive I nfa n try — Lieutenant W . D . Playfair .

H erMaj esty’s l 0th Fo o t.
—Lieutenant W . Y . Beale .

H erMay’esty’s 53rd Fo o t.— Captain C . E . D . Warren .

VVOUND ED .

Gen era l S tafi
’

.
— Lieutenant-Colonel J . B . Gough , C .B. , O ffi

c iating Qua rter-Master-General to H e r Majesty’s forces
,
very

severely ; and Lieutenant-Colonel M . Barr, Officiating Adj utant-v

General to Her Maj esty’s forces
,
severely and dangerously .

Arti llery D ivis ion .

2nd Tro op 2nd Briga de H o rse Arti llery .
-Brevet-Major C .

Grant
,
sl ightly .

E ngin eer D ep a rtment.

Brevet-Captain W . Abercrombie
,
contused First Lieutenant

J . R . Becher, severely ; Second Lieutenant G . P : He b b e rt,

slightly .

Ca va lry D ivisi o n .

H erMaj esty ’s 3rd L ight D rago o ns .
—Lieutenant J . B . Hawkes

,

slightly ; Lieutenant H . W . Whi te, ditto ; Cornet Kaun tze ,

severely ; and Quarter-Master A . Crabtree
,
sl ightly .

1 st I nf a n try D ivisi o n .

D ivisi o n a l S tafi
’

.
— Lieutenant E . A . Holdich

,
severely .

Briga de S tafi l— Lieutenant-Colonel N . Penny, Brigadier and

Captain ; J . Garvock , Maj or of Brigade, severely .
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H erMaj esty ’s 3 l st Fo o t.
— Lieutenant R . Law ,

severely ; Lieu

tenant G . E lm sl ie , severely ; Lieutenant S . J . Timbrell , dan ger

o usly , both thighs broken ; Lieutenant P . Gabbett, slightly ;
Lieutenant C . H . G . Tritton , mortally ; Ensign Jones , danger

o usly ; and Lieutenant andAdj utant Bolton , severely .

47 th R egimen tNa tive I nfa n try — Lieutenant and Adjutant R .

Renny
,
severely ; Lieutenant H . C . James

,
32n d Native Infantry ,

slightly ; Ensign W . H . Walcot, slightly ; an d J . D . Ogston ;
sl ightly .

H erMaj esty ’s 50th Fo o t. — Brevet-Lieutenant-Colonel Ryan ,
K.H .

, dangerously ; Brevet-Colonel P . J . Petit, dangerously ;
Capta in G . M‘L . T e w,

dangerously ; Captain J . B . Bonham ,

d angerously ; Captain Needham ,
dangerously ; Captain J . L .

Wilton , very severely ; Lieutenant H . W . Hough
,
severely ;

Lieutenant J . G . Smyth
,
sev

.

erely ; Lieutenant. C . A . Mouat,
severely ; Ensign C . H . Sle sso r, sl ightly ; and Lieutenant C . H .

Tottenham
,
slightly .

42nd L igh t I nfa n try — Major T . P o lwh e le , slightly ; and Lieu

tenant A . Macqueen
,
severely .

Nussere e Ba tta lio n .
— Captain C . O

’

Brie n , severely .

2nd I nf a ntry D ivisi o n .

D ivisio n a l S tafi .
—Major-General W . R . Gilbert, slightly ;

Lieut . F . M‘D . Gilbert
,

slightly .

Briga de S tuf .
— Lieut . -ColonelMa cL a re n , C .B. ,

Brigadier,
dangerously ; Lieut . G . H . M . Jones, Major o f Brigade, very
severely, right arm amputated .

H .M.

’

s 29th Fo o t. —Capt . A . St . G . H . Stepney, severely ;
Capt . J . D . Y oung

,
slightly ; Capt . K . Murchison, slightly ; Lieut

R . F . Henry, Lieut . J . 0 . Duncan , severely ; Lieut . W . Kirby ,
very severely ; Lieut . C . E . Macdonnell, severely ; Lieut .
H . G . Walker , slightly ; Lieut . St . G . M . Nugent , severely ;
Lieut . G . S t. J . Henderson

,
contusion ; Lieut . E . T . Scudamore

,

severely ; and Ensign G . Mitchell , very severely , right leg
amputated .
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4 l st R egimen t Na tive I nfa n try — Capt . W . H . Halford
,

severely ; Captain J . Cumb e rl ege , severely ; Capt . J . W . V .

S tephen , Slightly ; Lieut . A . W . Onslow,
slightly ; Lieut . M . F .

Kemble, Slightly ; E nsign C . H . Scatcherd
,
severely

,
since dead ;

Ensign C . R . Aikman , slightly ; and Ensign J . P . Bennett,
slightly .

68th R egimen tNa tive I nfa n try — Lieutenant P . A . Robertson ,
sl ightly ; and E n sign J . A . Dorin

,
slightly .

l st Europ ea n L igh t I nfa n try .
— Brevet-Captain E . Magnay,

severely ; Lieut . J . Patullo
,
severely ; Lieut . J . Lambert ,

severely ; Lieut . G . G . D e n n iss
,
severely ; Lieut . A . Hume,

dangerously ; Lieut . T . S taples , slightly ; Ensign C . O . B . Palmer,
sl ightly ; Ensign G . H . Davidson

,
dangerously

,
since dead ;

Ensign P . R . Innes
,
slightly ; and Lieut . D . C . T . Beatson (14th

N . severely .

16th R eg imentNa tive I nfa n try Gren a d i ers .
—Capt . A . Balder

ston
,
severely ; and E nsign W . S . R . Hodson , slightly .

3rd I nfa n try D ivisi o n .

II .M. ’s 9 i h Fo o t. -Lieut . R . Daunt, sl ightly .

26th R eg imen tNa tive I nfa n try — Lieut . F . Mackenzie, severely ;
and Ensign M . J . White, sl ightly .

H .M’s 62nd Fo o t— Lieut . R . H . Haviland , severely .

H .M. ’s 80th Fo o t.— Capt . W . Cookson, slightly ; Lieut . R .

Crawley , severely ; Lieut . E . W . P . Kingsley, severely ; and

Ensign W . B . C . S . W a n d e sfo rd e , severely .

33rd R eg imen tNa tive I nfa n try — Lieut . T . T ullo h , severely .

63rd R eg imen tNa tive I nfa n try — Capt . W . C . Ormsby, severely ;
Lieut . H . A . Morrison , slightly ; Ensign R . T . H . Barber

,

slightly .

H .M.

’
s l 0th Fo o t.

— Lieut . H . R . E vans
,
slightly ; and Lieut .

C . J . Lindham , severely .

43rd R eg imen t L igh t I nfa n try — Capt . H . Lyell , very se verely ;
Ensign T . Munro , severely .
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59th R eg imen tNa tive I nfa n try — Lieutenant H . B. Lumsden ,

severely .

H . Al ’
s 53rd Fo o t. - Capt . T . Smart, severely ; Lieut. . J .

Chester
,
severely ; Lieut . A . B . O . S tokes, severely ; E nsign W .

Dunning
,
severely ; Lieut . -Co l . W . G . Gold, slightly ; Lieut . J .

Breton
,
slightly ; Lieut . R . N . Clarke , severely ; and Ensign H .

Lucas
,
slightly .

P AT . GRANT ,
D eputy -Adjuta n t-Ge nera l of th eArmy .

Adj utan t-Genera l’s ofi ice , H e a d Q uarters,
Camp , Kusso o r, Fe bruary 1 3th , 1 846.

P R O C L AM A T I O N ,

By the G o vern o r Gen era l of I nd ia .

Camp , L ulle e a n e e , Fe brua ry 18 , 1846 .

The chiefs, m erchants , traders , ryots , and other inhabitants o f

Lahore and Um ritsur
,
are hereby informed

,
that his H ighness

Maharajah D hul e ep S ingh has this day waited upon th e Right

Honourable the Governor-General
,
and expressed the contrition

o f himself and the Sikh Governm ent for their late hostile pro

c e e d in gs . The Maharajah and Durbar having acquiesced in all

the terms imposed by the British Government
,
the Governor

General
,
having every hope that the relations of friendship w ill

speedily be establi shed between th e two Governments , the i n h a b i

tants of Lahore and Umritsur have nothing to fear from the

British army .

The Governor-General and the British troops
,
if the condition s

above adverted to are fulfilled
,
and no further opposition is offered

by the Khalsa army
,
will a id their e ndeavours for th e re -establish

ment o f the descendants of Maharaj ah Runj e e t S ingh , and for

the protection o f its subj ects .
The inhabitants of the cities in the P unj aub will , in that case ,

be perfectly safe
,
in person and property

,
from a ny m olestation

by the British troops ; and they are he re by called on to d ismiss
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apprehension , a n d to follow their respective callings with all
confidence .

By order o f the Right Hon . th e Governor-General of India ,
F . CURR IE ,

S ecre ta ry to th e G overnmen t of I ndia ,
wi th th e Govern o r Gen era l .

E x tra ct of a L e tter f rom S ir H ugh G ough .

H e ad Q ua rters, Camp ,
Army of the S utlej , Kusso o r ,

r igh t ba nk of th e S utlej , Fe bruary 1 6, 1 846.

Here let me observe o n e feature so highly honourab le and

creditable to the native army
,
that notwithstan ding the numerous

temptations held out to them by men o f their own colour and

relig ions — n amely, greatly increased pay (from seven to twelve ru
pees a m o n th ) ,an d Immediate promotion , I had but three desertions
from this large force, during the time we lay opposite to the S ikh

army . Nor Should I omit to mention
,
as a proof of their high

state o f d isciplin e, th at trade h as been carried o n as unrestrained

in the towns and villages around us
,
and the same confidence

shown by the inhabitants as if we were located in o n e o f our long

established provin ces . These are features which I well know

yo u will highly appreciate, and which make me justly proud o f

this noble arm y .

But to revert to my narrative o f the battle o f Sobraon , where

all so signally distinguished themselves
,
i t would be invidious

,

indeed
,
impossible to particularize . But I must— now that the

fie ld
,
and I hope the gre a t stake for which we were fighting ,

has

been wo n— mourn over the loss Of m any highly distinguished

o fli ce rs . I shall only here name those whose meed o f praise c an

only be their country
’s regret at their loss— Major-General Sir

Robert Dick and Colonel Taylor o f th e 29th , Acting Brigadiers,
nobly fell in the hour of victory, esteemed , admired , an d regretted

by the whol e army .

In the battles o fMo o dke e , Ferozeshah , and Aliwal , I reported
upon the noble bearing o f Her Majesty’s army

,
both cavalry and
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infantry . At Sobraon two n ew regiments contended for the prize

so nobly won by their comrades in former actions
,
a nd I gave

them the opportunity
,
by placing them in the attacking columns .

Nobly did they Show that
, they would not be outdone . Her

Majesty’s l 0th and 53rd have, by their steadiness and brilli ant

conduct
,
under Lieutenant-Colonels Franks and Phillips , esta d

b l ish e d a name second to none . The former regiment never fired

a Shot until they were within the enemy’s works, when they sent

a withering volley into their densely manned trenches . These are

deeds which it is my duty and my pride to report . I have
, &c .

(S igned) HUGH GOUGH .

T h e L e tter of S ir H ugh G ough , quo ted by S ir R o be rt P ee l i n the

H ouse of Commo ns.

H e a d Qua rters, Camp ,Army of the S utlej ,
Kusso o r, Fe br uary 1 7 , 1846 .MY D EAR S IR,

My letter o f the 27th o f December , announcing th e

glorious victories o fMo o dke e , and Ferozeshah , by which the war
with the aggressing S ikh nation was so nobly opened , would

undoubtedly have led the Honourable the Court o f Directors to

look forward with anxiety to the future movements
,
on which the

weal or woe o f India so greatly depended .

The anxieties and cares consequent o n the multiplied arrange

ments necessary to the ultimate success of an anticipated final

blow
,
made it impracticable for m e to report upon the brilliant

success obtained by Maj or-General S ir Harry Smith , at Al iwal ,
o n the 28th o f January . I regretted my inability to d o so , the less,
as I was aware my report upon the various arrangements, which

led to this brilliant victory , made to the Right Honourable the

Governor-General o n the 2n d instant
,
would have been laid

before that honourable body .

I t is now with pride and with pleasure I e nclose yo u a copy of
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m y despatch , detail ing o n e o f the most Splendid and decisive

victories upon record— the W aterloo o f India .

I have entered so fully both into detail and commendation in

my despatch to the Govern or-General , that it would be impossible

for me to enlarge upon a subj ect embracing the warmest feelings

o f my heart . Policy
,
however

,
precluded me publicly recording

my sentiments on the splendid gallantry of our fallen foe, o r to

record the acts of h eroism displayed , n o t only individually, but

almost collectively by the S ikh Sirdars and army ; and I d e clare,
were it n o t from a deep conviction that my country

’

s good re

quired the sacrifice
,
I would have wept to have witnessed the

fearful slaughter of so devoted a body of men .

Never in the page of military history has the hand o f an Al l

wise Being been so signally manifested : to Him ,
therefore be the

glory "we, as his instruments, feel the pride "

But I cannot pass over
,
I cannot too strongly record , facts

which , while they add lustre to the native army, afford to me, as

its head
,
inexpressible pride and pleasure . Fo r upwards of a

month
,
when the two armies were close in front o f o n e another

,

notwithstanding the numerous temptations held out to our sepoys
,

by men of their o wn colour and religion— namely , greatly increased

pay (from seven to twelve rupees a month), and immediate pro

motion
,
I had but three desertions from this large fo rce . No r

should I omit. to mention , as a proof o f the high state o f disci

pl ine o f this splendid army, that trade has been carried o n un re

strainedly since we crossed the Sutlej , in the several S ikh towns

around which o ur d ivisions have been necessarily placed for th e

procurance of water, and the same confidence has been shown as

though we were in o n e of o ur long established provinces .
s a 9% s s s

Bel ieve me
,
my dear Sir

,

Very faithfully yours
,

(Signed) H . GOUGH .
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Gene ra l Order by th e R igh t H o n . the G o verno r-G ene ra l of I nd ia .

Fore ign D ep artme n t, Camp of L a h o re , Fe brua ry 20th , 1846.

The Right Hon . the Governor-General requests that the Com

mander-in -Chief wi ll cause the following arrangements to be made
fo r escorting his High ness the Maharaj ah D hule e p S ingh to his

palace in the citadel of Lahore
,
this afternoon . The escort will

consist o f two regiments of European cavalry , two regiments o f

native cavalry— the body guard to be o n e ; o n e regiment o f

irregular horse
,
two troops of horse artillery

,
one E uropean

and one native .

The Secretary to the Government o f India , F . Currie , Esq .
,

will take charge o f his Highness and his suite
,
and will be a c

companied by the Political Agent
,
Major Lawrence, the Gover

nor-General’s Private Secretary
, Charles Hardinge, E sq , the

Aide-de-Camp o f th e Governor-General twoAides-de-Camp o f

the Comm an der-in -Chief, o n e Aide-de-Camp from each G eneral
offi cer o f division , in uniform .

The escort wi l l be formed at the nearest convenient spot to the

Governor-General’s camp , at two o
’clock

,
and proceed to his

Highness’s camp
,
and thence to his palace .

On alighting from his elephant
,
a salute o f twenty-one guns

will be fired by th e horse artillery .

His Highness the Maharaj ah of th e Sikh nation , selected by

the chiefs as their sovereign
,
h aving o n th e 18th instant, intimated

his intention to proceed to the Governor-General’s camp at Lul
l e e a n e e , attended by his Highness

’s W uze e r, th e Raj ah Gh o la b

S ingh , and other chiefs, was received in Durbar o n the afternoon
o f that day by the Governor-General , the Commander-i n -Chief

and the Staff being present . H is Highness
’s min isters and chiefs

there tendered his submission
,
and solicited the clemency o f th e

British Government .

The Governor-General extended the clemency of the British

Government to a prince the descendant of the Maharaj ah
,
the
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late Runj e e t Sin gh ,
fo r so many years the faithful ally and friend

o f the British Government
,
as the representative of the S ikh

nation selected by the chiefs and the people to be their ruler
, o n

the condition that all the terms imposed by the British Govern

m ent, and previously explained to his Highness
’s ministers and

chiefs
,
should be faithfully executed .

On w ithdrawing from the Durbar
,
the Maharajah received the

usual salutes due to h is Highness’s exalted rank .

H is Highness h a s since remain ed near the Governor-General
’s

cam p
,
and as it will be conducive to his Highness’s comfort, that

he should rej oin his family
,
th e Governo r-General desires that he

m ay , with all h onour and in safety , be conducted by the British

troops to the gates o f his palace this day .

The following Proclamation was issued o n the 18th instant
, b y

th e Governor—General , promising protection to all persons at

Lahore and elsewhere wh o peaceably continue in their usual em

ployment of trade and industry .

T h e Governor-General is satisfied , after the experience o f this

campaign
,
that he can rely o n the discipline o f this invincible

army
,
as fully and securely as he has always b een, confident that

the day of battle, under their distinguished Commander, would be

o n e o f victory .

He trusts at present that no officers o r soldiers will pass th e
advanced sentries o f their encampment to enter the town of

Lahore
,
and he requests his Excellency the Commander-in -Chief

to give th e necessary instruction to carry this order strictly into

effect
,
as well as to protect all persons bringing provisions into

the camp .

By order , &c . F . CURR IE,

S ecre ta ry to the G o vernmen t of I ndia ,
wi th th e Go vern o r-Gen era l .
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T o th e R igh t H o n . S ir H enry H a rd inge , G . C.B. Governo r-Genera l

R IGHT H ONOURABLE S I R ,

I have the honour to state
,
for the information o f

your Excellency, that, in accordance with the instructions

contained in the order o f the Governor-General o f yesterday’s

date
,
I proceeded in the afternoon with the escort ordered , and

accompanied by the officers mentioned below, o n elephants, to

conduct the Maharaj ah D hule ep Singh to his palace in the citadel

o f Lahore .

Majo r Lawre n ce , th e Go ve rn o r-Ge n e ral’8
P o l i t i ca lAge n t .

W . Edwards, Esq Unde r S e cre tarv o f

th e Fo re ign D epa rtme n t .
R . Cus t, Esq. , Assi s ta n t S e cre tary to

th e Fo re ign D epartm e n t .
C. Hardinge , Esq. , P riva te S e cre tary to
th e G o vern o r-G e n e ra l .

L ie u t . -Co l . Wo o d ,Mil i ta ry S e cre tary to
th e Go ve rn o r-G e n e ra l .

Cap ta in Cun n ingh am .

Cap ta in Hardinge , Aide -d e -Camp to

th e G o ve rn o r-G e n e ra l .

Cap ta in Gran t , di tto .

L o rd ‘Arth ur Hay , di tto .

Cap ta inMi lls, di t to .

Cap ta i n Bago t, Aid e ~d e ~Camp to th e

Comman de r-in -Ch ie f.
Cap ta in Edwards, di tto .

The escort was formed in open column o f troops left in front
,

commanded by Brigadier Cureton , C .B.

We proceeded in this order to the encampment o f the Maha

raj ah’s camp
,
about one and a half miles from o ur picquets

,
and

n early the same distance from the citadel gate o f th e city .

At about three-quarters of a mile from the Maharajah’s camp
,

I was met by the minister, Raj ah Gh o lab Singh , and some Of

the chiefs .

Cap ta in G ilbe rt, Aide -de -Camp to

G e n e ra l G i lbe rt .
Cap t. To t te n h am , Aide d e -Camp to

G e n e ral Smi th .

L i eut. -Co lo n e l Irvin e , Engin e e rs.

L ieut . -Co lo n e l Smi th
,
di tto .

Cap ta in Napier, di t to ,
Cap ta in Sm i th , di tto .

T h e pro ce ssi o n was arrange d i n th e

fo l lowing o rde r
9th Irregular Cava lry .

3rd L igh t Cava lry .

H e rMaj e s ty’s l 6th L an ce rs
Tro o p Ho rse Art i ll e ry, Euro pe an s.

Tro o p Ho rse Arti ll e ry , n a t ive s .

He rMaj e sty’s 9th L an cers .

T h e Se cre tary wi th th eMah araj ah a nd

Sui te .

T h e G o ve rno r-Ge n e ra l’s Bo dy Guard .
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Intim ation of our approach was then sent o n to the Maharaj ah ,
that he m ight be ready o n his elephant upon our arrival .

On reaching the Maharajah’s camp , the troops o f our escort

drew up , and the Maharaj ah , with Bh a e e R am S ingh o n the

same e lephant , came forward from his tent, accompanied by
several chiefs .

After the usual salutation
,
and complimentary questions and

replies
,
I placed the Maharajah’s elephant next to mine

,
and the

troops having fallen in , as at first, proceeded round the walls o f

the city to the gate o f the citadel .

On arriving
,
Brigadier Cureton drew up the escort in line in

front of the gateway
,
and I took the Maharaj ah

,
accompanied by

th e offi cers enumerated in the former part o f this letter, with

Rajah Gh o lab Singh and the other chiefs, into the interior o f the

citadel , and to the inner door o f his palace .

I then observed to the Maharajah and chiefs that, by order

o f the Right Hon . the Governor-General , I had thus brought the

Maharajah
,
conducted by the British army

,
to his palace

,
which

his Highness h ad left for the purpose o f tendering submission to

the British Government
,
and fo r placing himself, his capital , and

his country , at the mercy of the Governor-General , and request

ing pardon for the insult that had been offered ; and th at
O
th e

G overnor-General had thus restored h im to his palace as a mark

o f the favour which he desired to Show to the descendant o f the

late Maharaj ah Runj e e t Singh .

A salute o f twenty-one guns was then fired by the horse

artillery .

We then took leave of the Maharajah at the gate of his palace
,

and returning to the outside of the city , we, continuing our

progress round Lahore, thus returned to our camp .

As o ur camp is situated opposite to the south-east end o f the

city-face, and the citadel is immediately within the city walls at

the north-west angle , we made the entire circuit of Lahore . I

considered this preferable to going through the city, the streets of
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which are narrow, and would have much impeded the progress of
our large escort .

We did not see one gun upon any part o f the walls : all th e
embrasures were empty .

I have the honour to be
, &c .

,

F. CURR IE
,

S ecre ta ry to th e G o vernme n t of I nd ia ,
wi th th e G o vern or Gene ra l .

From h is E xce llen cy th e Comma nd er-i n -Ch i ef to th e R ight H o n .

S ir H enry H a rd inge , Go vern o r G en era l of I n d ia , (&c .

H e a d Q ua rters,Ar my of th e S ut lej , in f ro n t of L a h o re , Fe b . 22 , 1846.

R IGHT HONOURABL E S IR ,

I have now to offer m y congratulations o n some

of the earliest fruits of o urvictory o f the l 0th instant . About noon

on the 20th ,
a d ay henceforth very memorable in o ur Indian

annals
,
the army und e r my command pitched its tents o n the

plain o f Myan Meer , under the wall s of the Sikh capital . The

entire submission o f the Maharaj ah a n d his advisers to the will of

the British Government had been before personally tendered to

yo u,
and graciously accepted ; and th is morning, in fulfilment o f

o n e Of the conditions which your wisdom had dictated fo r the real

interests o f the ruler and people Of the P unj aub , I h ad the

honour to conduct a brigade o f troops to the city, which took

forma l possession of the Bad sh ah e eMusj id and H o o zo o re e Bagh ,
forming a part of the palace and citadel o f Lahore . I trust

,
by

the observance o f a strict discipline , to preserve unshaken that

confidence which the people o f the city and country around it

e vidently repose in the generosity , clemency, and good fa ith o f

their conquerors . Suppl ies of all sorts are willingly brought to

our camp and punctually paid for ; and I believe that by every
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class of persons in this vicinity the presence o f our troops is fe l t

to b e a national benefit ; none, certainly, have had real cause to

lament it as a calamity .

I have , &c . ,

HUGH GOUGH , Genera l ,

Comma nd er-in Ch ief, E a st I nd i es .

Gen era l Order by th e R igh t H o n . the Go verno r Gen era l of I nd ia .

Fo re ign D ep a rtme n t, Camp L a ho re , Fe br uary 22, 1 846.

The British army has this day occupied the gateway o f the

citadel of Lahore
,
the Badsh ah e e Mosque, and the H o o zo o re e

Bagh .

T h e remaining part o f the citadel i s the residence o f his

Highness the Maharaj ah , and also that of the families o f the late

Maharaj ah Runj e e t Singh , for so many years the faithful ally

o f the British Government . In consideration o f these circum

stances
,
no tr0 0 ps will be posted within. the precincts o f the

palace gate .

The army of the Sutlej has now brought its Operations in the

field to a close
,
by the d ispersion o f the Sikh army and the

military occupation o f Lahore, preceded by a series o f the most

triumphant successes ever recorded in the mil itary history o f

India . The British Government
,
trusting to the faith o f treaties

and to the long subsisting friendship between the two states
,
had

limited military preparations to the defence o f i ts o wn frontier .
Compelled suddenly to a ssume the offensive by the unprovoked

invasion of its territories, the British army , under the command

o f its distinguished leader, has, in sixty days , defeated the Sikh

forces in four general actions, h as captured 220 pieces o f field

artillery
,
and is n ow at the capital , dictating to the Lahore

Durbar the terms o f a treaty, the conditions o f which will tend

to secure the British Provinces from the repetition of a similar

outrage .
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The Governor-General being determined
,
however

,
to mark

with reprobation the pe rfi d io us chara cter of the war , has required

and will exact, that every remaining piece of S ikh artillery which
h a s been pointed aga inst the British army during this campaign
shall be surrendered .

’

The Sikh army , whose insubordinate conduct is o n e of the

chief causes o f the anarchy and misrule which have brought the

Sikh State to the brink o f destruction , i s about to be disbanded .

The soldiers o f the army of the Sutlej have not onl y proved

their superior prowess in battle , but have on every occasion , with

subordination and patience
,
endured the fatigues and privations

inseparable from a state o f active operations in the field . The

native troops o f this a rmy have also proved that a faithful attach

ment to their colours and to the Company’s service is an honourable

feature in the character o f the British sepoy .

The Governor-General has repeated ly expressed
, o n his o wn

part, and that o f the Government o f India, admiration and grati

tude fo r the important services which the army h a s rendered .

The Governor-General is n o w pleased to resolve, a s a testimony

o f the approbation o f the Government o f India o f the bravery
,

d iscipline
,
and soldier-like bearing of th e army o f the Sutlej

,
that

a ll the generals
,
Officers, non-commissioned officers , and privates,

shall receive a gratuity of twelve months
’ batta .

Every regiment which
,
in obedience to its orders

,
may have

remained in posts a n d forts between L o o d ia n a and Ferozepore ,
a n d was not present in action

,
as in the case of the troops ordered

to remain atMo o dke e to protect the wounded , and those left in
the forts o f Ferozepore and L o o d ian a , shall receive the gratuity

o f twelve mo nths’ batta .

Obedience to orders is the first duty of a soldier, and the

Governor-General
,
in affi rming this principle, can never admit

that absence
,
caused by the performance o f indispensable duties ,

o n which the success of the Operations in the field greatly

depended
,
ought to disqual ify any soldier placed in these cir
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cum stan ce s from participating in the gratuity g iven fo r the

gen eral good conduct o f th e army in the field .

Al l regiments and individuals ordered to the frontier and
forming part of the army of the Sutlej , which may have reached

L o o d ia n a o r Busse e an before the date o f this order
,
will be in

clud ed as entitled to the gratuity .

By order o f th e Right Hon . the Governor-General o f India

F . CURR IE ,
S ecreta ry to th e Governmen t of I nd ia

wi th th e Governo r-Gene ra l .

Arran gements were fast making for the occupation o f the con

quered country , which is exceedingly fertile, and will yield an

annual revenue of The chief town is Jull in d e r, with

inhabitants ; P hul l o o r, P ugwarra , and Sulta npo re are

also of note . The cantonments of the Briti sh will not be far

distant from Lahore
,
so as to be able to keep down all attempts

at insurrection .
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GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION .

Fo re ign D epa rtme n t, Camp , Umr its ir, h"a rch 1 6 .

The Right H o n . the Governor-General of India has been

pleased to direct the publication , for general information , o f the

su bj oined extracts from the proceedings o f the Government o f

India
,
relative to the re-establishment of amicable relations b e

tween the British Government and the S tate o f Lahore
,
and the

recognition o f the independence o f Maharaj ah Gh o la b Singh .

No . 1 .

No te of Co nference be tween F. Curri e , E sq. , a ndMaj or H .M.

L awrence , o n the o ne p a rt, a nd theMin isters a nd Ch i efs of th e

L a h o re D urba r 0 n th e o th er , 8thMa rch , 1846 .

The Ministers and chiefs having assembled at the tent of th e
Governor-General’s agent , fo r the purpose of signing the treaty ,
the conditions o f which had been previously discussed and de

te rm in e d , produced , o n the part o f the Maharaj ah , a letter a d

dressed to Maj or Lawrence , th e Governor-General
’s agent

,
o f

which th e following is a translation

The feelings of consideration , kindn ess, and generosity which

have been evinced towards the Lahore State by the R ight H o n .

th e Governor-General , and his Excellency
’s respect for the former

friendship of the British Government with the late Maharaj ah

Runj e e t S in gh , have been communicated to me through Mr .

Secretary Currie and yourself, and have caused m e to feel m ost

grateful .

Certain important matters will now be represented to you b y
the following confidential personages z— Bh a e e Ram S ingh , Rajah

Lal Singh
,
Sirdar Tej S ingh , Dewan Deena Nath , Fakeer Noor

o o d -Deen , and yo u,
who are the guardian o f the perpetual friend

ship o f the two Governments , w ill represent these matters to the

Governor-General
,
and will

,
doubtless

,
use your endeavours to

procure a favourabl e decision re garding them .



1 48 WAR W ITH THE su ms .

The Lahore Government, i t i s known , i s endeavouring to

arrange its affairs , and it is necessary that effectual m easures should
be taken to prevent th e recurrence o f any disturbances . With
thi s view it is very desirable that some British regiments , with

artillery and offi cers
,
should be directed to remain at Lahore fo r

a few months
,
for the protection of the State . After affairs h ave

been satisfactorily settled
,
and the period wh ich may be fixed upon

expired , th e British troops will then return .

”

T o the above paper the fol lowing reply was m ade verbally,
and was, at the request of the Minister and ch iefs , written down
and given to them

The letter from the Maharaj ah to Maj or Lawrence
,
expressing

gratitude to the Governor-General
,
has been read in presence

o f the Minister and chiefs o f the Durbar . At the close of that

letter, i t is requested that a British force may be left at Lahore
for a limited period .

Upon this
,
it is to be observed , that from the wording o f the

letter, it i s not evident that the retention o f a Bri tish force at La

hore is sincerely and urgently desired by the Lahore Government
,

and the nature of the disturbances which are to be prov ided

against are not specifically described . In so important a matter
,

general expressions are o ut of place . The British Government

desires to exercise no interference with the Governm ent o f La

hore after the treaty o f peace is concluded , and the Governor

General is n o t willin g to h ave any concern with the Lahore

Government, or to accede to any measure not provid ed for by the

treaty . This has been repeated ly explained to the Lahore Durbar .

If, therefore, for any special reason , and o n any particular a c

count, the assistance and intervention o f the British Government

are d e sired by the Lahore Durbar , the fact should have been

more distinctly stated in the Khurre e ta , an d the causes which

render such a id indispensable sh ould have been given in detail .

However
,
as the Maharaj ah has authorised the chiefs named in the

Khurre e ta , and who are present, to make known all the particu
lars of the case

,
they should now state all the circumstances in full .

”
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The Minister and chiefs , after consultation , read aloud the sub

stance o f the paper, o f which the following is a translation ,
but

requested that it m ight be put in the form of a Kh urre e ta from

the Maharaj ah
,
and sent in the evening . Acommunication was

then made to the Governor-General who
,
determined that a

British force should , under certain conditions , to be entered in a

separate engagement, occupy Lahore for a limited time ; the

treaty was then signed by the Comm i ssioners
,
and the meeting

broke up .

Tra nsla tio n of D o cumen t a lluded to i n p reced ing pa ragrap h after
wa rds sentfrom th e D urba r a s a fo rma l Khurreeta , wi th th e sea l
of theMa ha raj a h .

All the circumstances regarding the disorganization o f the

Government o f Lahore since the d emise of the late Maharaj ah

Runj e e t S ingh until the present time are well known to the

British Government .

The satisfactory settlement of affairs, the discharge o f the dis

turb e rs o f public peace, and the reorganization o f the army under

the stipulations o f the new treaty, are n ow engaging considera

tion . But lest
,
after the departure of the British forces

,
the evil

disposed o f should create fresh disturbances, and endeavour to

ruin the S tate
,
i t i s the earnest and sincere desire a n d '

h o pe of the

Lahore Durbar that British troops with intelligent officers should
,

for some months
,
as circumstances may seem to require

,
be left

at Lahore for the protection of the Government and the Mahara

j ah and the inhabitants o f the city . When affairs have been
satisfactorily settled

,
and the period prescribed for the stay o f th e

British force shall have expire d
,
the troops may then be with

drawn .

True note and translation
,

F . CURR IE
,

S ecre ta ry to the Go vernmen t bf I nd ia
wi th the Go vern o r Genera l .

”
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No . 2 .

Gene ra l Order by th e R igh t H o n . th e Govern or-Gen era l of I nd ia .

Fore ign D ep a rtme n t, Camp , L a h o re ,Ma rch 8 .

The treaty o f peace between the British Government and that

of his Highness the Maharaj ah D h ule ep Singh has been signed .

The treaty will be ratifi ed by the Governor-General, in presence

o f theMaharajah and th e Sikh chiefs to morrow aftern oon
,
the

9th instant, at four o
’clock , in the Governor-General

’s tent .

T h ewGo ve rn o r-General invites his E xcellency the Commander

in -Chief, his Excellency the Governor of Scinde, with their

presen t staff, to attend o n this occasion, also the Generals o f divi

sion ,
the Brigadiers

,
the head of each department, and all offi cers

commanding corps
,
with o n e native officer from every regimen t .

His Highness the Maharajah D hul e ep Singh will be received

by a salute o f twenty-one guns . The street leading to the Gover

nor-General’s tent will be l ined by detachments o f regiments

according to th e orders which his Excell ency the Commander-in

Chief will be pleased to issue .

The following day the Governor-General will pay his Highness

the Maharaj ah a visit o f congratulation o n the restoration of

peace betwe en the two Governments, and will leave the camp

for that purpose at three o’clock . The escort will be fixed in the

General Ord er o f his Excellency the Commander-in -Chief.

The thirty-six pieces o f Sikh artillery which were pointed

against the British army have been surrendered and brought

into camp . The disbandment of the Sikh a rmy, its reorganiza

tion
, o n the same rate of pay as in the time o f the late Maharaj ah

Runj e e t Singh , and the limitatio ns of its numbers, have been

settled by th e treaty .

At the earnest solicitation o f the Government of the Mah araj ah

D hul e e p Singh , the Governor-General has consented to occupy

the citad el and to wn of Lahore by British troops for a limited

period , that opportunity may be afforded the Lahore Government

o f completing the reorganization of its army , a ccording to the

stipulations of th e treaty .
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If by the good offices of the British Government peace and

order can take the place o f the military anarchy and misrule by

which the Sikh nation has been brought to th e verge of dissolution
,

the Governor-General will rej oice that the co -operation o f the

British Government, by th e aid o f its faithful army
,
shall have

been successful in effecting that obj ect . It is the strongest proof

which the British Government can give of the sincerity of its

desire to see a Sikh Government re -establ ished . The British

Government having afforded the protection desired
,
the troops

will be withdrawn before the end of the year . The d etails o f the

force will be determined between the Governor-General and his

Excellency the Commander-in -Chief. During the period of

occupation the native troops will continue to receive Scinde pay

and allowances .

It is by the valour and discipline o f the British troops
,
led by

their d istinguished commander, that these important and complete

successes have been gained , and th e Governor-General is confident

that
,
during the temporary occupation o f the fortified town o f

Lahore
,
the troops will prove, by their good conduct, that they are

as gen erous and humane after victory, as they are brave and

invincible in the field o f battle .

By order o f the Right H o n . th e Governor-General of India
,

F . CURR IE,
S ecre ta ry to th e G o vernmen t of I nd ia ,

wi th the Go vern o r-Genera l .

No . 3 .

Memora ndum of th e P ro ce ed ings of a D urba r he ld a t L a h o re , o n th e

9thMa re—h , 1 846.

At four P .M. , of the 9th March , a publ ic D urbar was held in
th e state tent of the Righ t Honourable the Governor-General , at
which his Excellency the Commander-in -Chief and Staff, his E x

c e ll e n cy
the Governor o f Scinde and Staff, with the British and
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native officers invited in the Governor-General’s order, dated 8th

instant
,
attended .

The young Maharaj ah of Lahore, attended by the Ministe r

Rajah L a l Singh, Raj ah Gholah Singh , the Commander-in

Chief of the Lahore army , Sirdar Tej S ingh, and about thirty

other Sirdars and civil offi cers
,
with their suite s , we re present .

After the treaty o f peace wa s ratified and exchanged with the

usual ce remonies
,
the Govern or-General addresse d the chiefs in

the following terms
,
the address being translated

,
se ntence b y sen

tence, by the Secretary to the Government o f India
,
Mr . F .

Currie

On this occasion o f ratify ing th e treaty o f peace between the

British Government a n d the Maharajah D hule ep Singh , in the

presence o f his Excellency th e Commander-in -Chief
,
his Excel

le n cy the Governor o f Scinde, and the officers o f the British army

o n the o n e hand , and of the Sikh chiefs o n the other, I have to

repeat the assurances which have so often been given by me and

by my predecessors o f our desire that peace and friendship may

always subsist between the two Governments .

The British Government desires to see a Sikh Government

re -established which may be able to controul its army , protect its

subj ects
,
a n d willing to respect the rights o f its n e igh b o u

By this treaty the Lahore Government has suffi cient strength

to resist an d punish any native power which m ay venture to assail

it
,
and to put down a l l internal commotions .

Wisdom in council and good faith in fulfilling its engage
ments will cause the S ikh Government to be respected

,
and

enable it to preserve its national independence .

Fo r forty years it was the policy, in Runj e e t Singh
’s time

,
to

cultivate friendly relations between the two Governments
,
and

during the whole o f that period the Sikh n ation was independent

and happy . Let the policy of that able man towards th e British

Government be the model for your future imitation .

The British Government in no respect provoked the late

.w ar . It had no obj ects of aggrand izement to obtain by h o s
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til itie s . The proof o f its sincerity is to be found in its moderation

in the hour o f victory .

A j ust quarrel
,
followed by a successful war , has n o t chan ged

the pol icy of the British Government . The British Government

does not desire to interfere in your internal affairs . I am ready

and anxious to wi thdraw every British soldier from Lahore . At

the earnest solicitation o f the Sikh Government
,
I have reluctantly

consented to leave a British force in garrison at Lahore, until time

shal l have been afforded for the reorganization of the Sikh army ,
by which assistance the stipulations o f the treaty may be more

easily carried into effect .

In no case can I consent that the British troops shall remain

in garrl so n fo r a longer period than the end o f this year .

I state this publicly
,
that all the world may know the truth

,

and the m otives by which I am actuated in this matter .
The S ikh army must, according to the treaty , be immediately

reorganized by reverting to th e same system and rate o f pay as i n

Runj e e t S ingh
’s time .

I f the friendly assistance now afforded by the British Govern

ment be wisely followed up
,
and honest exertions made by the

chiefs without delay
,
you will become an independent and pros

pe ro us state .

The success o r failure is in your own hands ; my co -Opera

tion shall not be wanting : but
,
i f you n eglect this opportunity, no

aid o n the part of the British Government can save the state .
I leave my political agent, Major Lawrence, assisted by

MajorM‘Grego r, an d a most able General officer
,
S ir John

Littler , to command the British troops . These officers possess my
entire confidence .

Again I repeat, my anxious desire i s to see a S ikh Govern

ment strong and respected
,
an obedient army

,
patriotic chiefs

,
and

a happy people .

I trust the reign o f th e Maharajah will be long and pros

perons, and celebrated for the happiness of his people under a
j ust and pacific Government . ”

At th e close o f this address the Sirdars expressed in warm
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terms their gratitude to the Governor-Gene ral , and their resolu

tion to follow the advice h is Excellency h ad given them .

The usual presents were then given , after w hich the Durbar

broke up .

F CUBBIE ,
S ecretary to the Governme n t of I nd ia ,

wi th th e Go verno r Genera l .

No . 4 .

T rea ty between the Bri tish Go vernmen t a nd th e S ta te of L a h ore .

Whereas th e treaty of amity and concord
,
which was concluded

between the British Government and the late Maharaj ah Run

j e e t S ingh , the ruler o f Lahore, in 1809, was broken by the

unprovoked aggression , o n the British Provinces
,
of the S ikh

army in December last, and whereas, o n occasion , b y the Pro

clamation dated 13 th o f December, th e territories then in the

occupation o f the Maharaj ah of Lahore o n that
,
the left or

British bank of the river Sutlej , were confiscated and annexed to

the British Provinces , and since that time hostil e operations have

been prosecuted by th e two Governmen ts , th e o n e against the

other
,
which have resulted in the occupation o f Lahore by the

Briti sh troops ; and whereas it has been determined that
,
upon

certain conditions , peace shall be re -established between the two

Governments
,
the following treaty o f peace between the Hon .

English East India Company a n d Maharaj ah D hul e e p S ingh

Bah ad o o r and his children , heirs , and successors, h a s been con

cluded o n the part o f the H onourable Company by Frederick

Currie
,
E sq.

,
and Brevet-Major Henry Montgomery Lawrence

,

by vi rtue o f full powers to that effect, vested in them by the Right

Honourable Sir Henry Hardinge, one o f her Britannic

Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council
,
Governor-General

,

appointed by the Honourable Company to direct and controul

all their affairs in th e East Indies
,
and on the part of his H igh

ness the Maharajah D hul e e p Singh by Bh a e e Ram Singh , Rajah

Lal S in gh , S irdar Tej S ingh , S irdar Chuttur SinghAtta re ewa l la ,
S irdar Runj o o r S inghMaj e th e a ,

Deewan Deena Nath , and



WAR W ITH THE sIKHs . 155

Fakeer Noor-o o d -Deen, vested with full powers a n d authority o n

the part of his Highness .

Article 1 .
— There shall be perpetual peace and friendship

between the British Government o n the o n e part
,
and Maharaj ah

D h ul e ep Singh , his heirs and successors, o n th e other .

Art . 2 .

— The Maharajah o f Lahore renounces for himself
,

his heirs and successors , all claim to, or connexion with , the

territories lying to the south o f th e river Sutlej , and engages

never to have any concern with those territories o r the inhabitants

thereof.

Art . 3 .
— The Maharajah cedes to the Honourable Company

,

in perpetual sovereignty, all his forts, territories, and rights, in

the doab o r country, hill and plain , situate between the rivers

Be e a s and Sutlej .

Art . 4 .
— The British Government having demanded from the

Lahore State, as indemnification for the expenses o f the war, in

addition to the cession o f territory described in Article 3
,
pay

ment o f o n e and a
.

half crores of rupees, and the Lahore Govern

ment being unable to pay the whole of this sum at this time, o r

to give security satisfactory to the British Government fo r its

eventual payment, the Maharajah cedes to the Honourable Com

pany
,
in perpetual sovereignty, as equivalent for one crore of

rupees
,
all his forts

,
territories, rights, and interests, in the hill

countries which are situate between the rivers Be e a s and Indus
,

including the provinces o f Cashmere and Hazarah .

Art . 5 .
-The Maharajah will pay to the British Government

the sum of fifty lacs of rupees o n or before the ratification o f this

treaty .

Art . 6.
-The Maharajah engages to disband the mutinous

troops of the Lahore army, taking from them their arms ; and

his H ighness agrees to reorganize the regular , orAe e n regiments
o f infantry, upon the system and according to the regulations as

to pay and allowances observed in the time of the late Maharajah

Runj e e t Singh . T h e Maharaj ah further engages to pay up all

arrears to the soldiers that are discharged under the provisions

of this a rticle .
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Art. 7 .
—The regular army o f the Lahore State shall henceforth

be limited to twenty-fi ve battalions o f infantry , consisting of 800

bayonets each
,
with cavalry : this number at no time to

be exceeded without the concurrence o f the British Government .

Should it b e necessary at any time ,
‘

fo r any special cause,
that this force

"

should be increased
,
th e cause shall b e ful ly ex

plained to the British Government
,
and wh en the specia l ne ce s

sity shall have passed , the regular troo ps shall be again reduced
to the standard specified in the former clause o f this articl e ;
Art . 8 .

—The Maharaj ah will surrender to the British Go vern~

ment all the guns, thirty-six in number,which have been pointed
against the British troops , a n d which, having been placed o n the

right bank o f the river Sutlej , were not captured at the battle of

Sobraon .

Art . 9 .
4 The controul of the rivers Becas and Sutlej

,
with the

continuation of
"

th e latter river
,
commonly called the Gurrah and

the P unj nud , to the conflue nce o f the Indus at
‘Mith unko te

,
and

the controul of th e I n dus fromMith ‘

unkote to the borders o f

Be lo o ch ista n ,
shall

,
in respect to tolls and ferries

,
rest with the

British Government . The provisions o f this article shall not

interfere with the passage o f . boats belonging to the Lahore

Governm ent o n the said rive rs fo r
—

the purposes o f tra ffic o r the

conveyance o f passengers up and down their course .

‘

Regardin g

the ferries between the two countries respectively
,
at the several

ghats
, o f the said rivers, it is agreed that the British Govern

ment
,
after defraying all the expenses o f management and esta

b l ishm e n ts, shall account to th e Lahore Government for o n e -half

o f the net profits o f the ferry collections . The provisions o f this

article have no reference to the ferries on tha t part of the river
Sutlej wh ich forms the boundary of Bah awulpo re and Lahore

respectively .

Art . 10 .
— I f the British Governm ent should

,
at any time ,

desire to pass troops through the territories of hi s Highness the

Mah arajah for the protection o f the British territories
,
or those

o f their all ies
,
the British troops shall

,
o n such Special occasion

,
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due n otice being given , be allowe d to pass through the Lahore

territories . In such case the officers of the Lahore State will

afford facilities in provid ing supplies and boats for the passage o f

the rivers
,
and the British Government will pay the ful l price o f

all such provisions and boats , and Will make fair compensation

fo r
‘

a l l
‘

private property , that may be endamaged . The British

Government will moreover observe all due consideration to th e
religious feel ings o f the inhabitants of those tracts through which
the army may pass .

Art . l l .
—The Maharajah engages never to take

,
or retain in

his service
,
any British subj ect n o r the subj ect o f any European

o r American state, without the consent o f the British Govern

ment .
Art . 12 .

— I n consideration o f the services rendered by Raj ah

Gholah S ingh ,
o f Jumm o o , to the Lahore S tate, towards procuring

the restoration of the relations o f amity between the Lahore and

British Governments, the Maharajah hereby agrees to recognize

the independent sovereignty o f Rajah Gh o la b Singh in such terri

tories and districts in the h ills as may be made over to the said

Raj ah Gholah Singh by separate agreement between himself and

the British Government , with the dependencies there of, which

may have been in the Raj ah’s possession since the tim e of the late

Maharaj ah Kurruk Singh , and the British Government , in con

sideration o f the good conduct o f Rajah Gholah Singh
,
also agrees

to recognize his independence in such territories , an d to admit him

to the privileges o f a separate treaty with the British Government .
Art . l 3 .

— I h the event o f any dispute o r difference arising

between the Lahore State and Raj ah Gh o l a b Singh , the same

shall be referred to the arbitration o f the British Government
,

and by its dec ision the Maharaj ah engages to abide .

Art . l 4 .

— The limits o f the Lahore territories shall not be , at

any time
,
changed W ithout the concurrence of the British Go

ve rnm e n t.

Art . l 5 .
—The British Government will n o t exercise any inter

ference i n the internal administration o f the Lahore State , but in
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all cases or questions which m ay be referred to the British Go

ve rnm e n t, the Governor-General will give the aid o f his advice

and good offices for the furtherance o f the interests o f the Lahore

Government .

Art . 16 .
— The subj ects o f either state shall , on visiting the

territories o f the other, h e o n the footing of the subj ects o f th e

most favoured nation .

This treaty
,
con sisting o f sixteen articles, has been this day

settled by Frederick Currie, E sq. ,
and Brevet-Major Henry

Montgomery Lawren ce
,
acting under the d irections o f the Right

Honourable Sir Henry H ardinge, Governor-General
,
o n

the part o f the British Government, and by Bh a e e Ram Singh ,
Raj ah Lal Singh , Sirdar Tej S ingh , Sirdar Ch uttur Singh Atta

re ewa lla , Sirdar Runj o o r SinghMaj e th e a , Dewan Deena Nath ,
and Fakeer Noor-o o d -Deen

, o n the part o f the Maharaj ah Dhu

leep Sin gh , and the said treaty has been this day ratified by the

seal o f the Right Honourable S ir Henry Hardinge,
Governor-General , and by that o f his High ness Maharajah

D hul e ep Singh .

Done at Lahore, this 9th day o f March , in the year o f o ur Lord

1 846, corresponding with the tenth day o f Rub b e e o o lawul 1262
,

Hij ree
,
and ratified o n the same date .

MAHARAJ AH D HU LEEP S INGH ,

BE ABE RAMS INGH ,
RAJ AH LAL S INGH

,

S IRDAR T E J S INGH ,

S IRDAR CHU T T U R S INGH AT TAREEWAL LA,
S IRDAR RUNJ OOR S INGHMAJ ETHEA,
DEWAN DEENA NAT E

, (L . s .

FAKEER NOOR-Q O D -DEEN
,

H . HARD INGE, (L s . )
F . CURRIE .

H . M . LAW RENCE .

By order of the Right Honourable the Governor-General o f India ,
F . CURR IE

,

S ecre ta ry to th e Go vernmen t of I nd ia ,

with th e G overn o r-Gen era l .
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No . 5 .Memo ra ndum of a S ta te Visi t p a i d by the G o vern o r-Gen era l to theMa ha raj a h of L a h o re i n h is H ighn ess
’
s P a la ce , o n th e l 0thMa rch ,

1846.

On the afternoon of the l 0th of March , the Governor-General ,
attended by h is Excellency the Commander-in -Chief

,
his Excel

l e n cy the Governor o f Scinde , and the British offi cers who were

present at the ratification o f the treaty o n the 9th instant
,
paid a

visit o f congratulation to the Maharaj ah D h ule ep S ingh at the

Palace in Lahore . On this occasion Dewa n Deena Nath , by

direction o f the Minister and assembled chiefs, read from a written

paper an address
,
of which the following is a translation :

I t is impossible for us adequately to express the gratitude

which we feel to the Governor-General
,
for his having determined

to continue the ancient relations which existed with the late Ma

haraj ah Runj e e t S ingh , and for his generosity, kindness, and

mercy in maintaining this Government .

For the excellent advice which was g iven yesterday, through

kindness and friendship , to th e assembled Sirdars, exhorting them

to unanimity
,
prudence, and good government, we are also most

grateful . We consider this good advice as having a direct ten
d e ne y to effect the re -establishment o f the Government o f the

country . We have further to express our gratitude fo r arrange
ments having generously been made

,
in compliance with o ur

solicitations , fo r leaving a garrison in Lahore o f British troops ,
w ith Major Lawrence and other trustworthy officers

,
for o ur pro

te ctio n and that o f the city .

These troops wil l assuredly be honourably dismissed towards

the Sutlej , upon a satisfactory settl ement o f affairs being effected

within the period prescribed for their stay .

The various acts of gen erosity shown by the Governor

General o n the present occasion entirely satisfy us that his Excel

lene y will ever maintain the same magnanimous and generous

pol icy towards this State
,
and that

,
taking compassion o n the ex

tremeyouth of theMa h araj ah , h isExce llency will maintain all those
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friendly relations which existed in the time o f the late Maharajah

Runj e e t Singh .

”

After the presentation by the Maharajah o f the usual offerings ,

th e Governor-General and suite returned to camp .

True memorandum and translation ,
F . CURR IE

,

S e cre ta ry to th e Go vernmen t of I nd ia ,

with th e G o vern o r Gen era l .

No . 6 .

No te of th e p ro ceed ings of aMee ting of theMin ister a nd Ch iefs

of the L a ho re D urba r a nd th e British Commissi o n ers, he ld a t

th e ten t of the Govern o r Gen era l
’

sAgen t, o n th e l l th ofMa rch ,
1846 .

On the forenoon of the 1 1th instant, the Minister and chiefs of

the D urbar attended at the ten t o f the Governor-General
’

s agent,
when the following agreement wa s concluded , and subsequently

confirmed by the Right Hon . the Governor-General :

Articles of Agreemen t co n cluded between the Bri tish Go vernmen t

a nd th e L a hore D urba r, o n th e 1 1 th ofMa rch , 1846 .

Whereas the Lahore Government has solicited the Governor
General to leave a British force at Lahore fo r th e protection o f

the Maharajah’s person
,
and o f the capital , til l the reorganization

o f the Lahore army, according to the provisions o f article 6 o f the

treaty of Lahore
,
dated the 9th instant and whereas the Governor

General has
,
o n certain conditions, consented to this measure

and whereas it is expedient that certain matters concerning the

terr itories ceded by articles 3 and 4 o f the aforesaid treaty should

be specifically determined , the following eight articles o f agree

ment have this day been concluded between the afore-mentioned

contracting part

Art . 1 .
— The British Government shall leave at Lahore

,
till the

close o f the current yearA. D . 1846, such force as shall seem to the

G overnor-General adequate for the purpose of protecting the
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pe rson o f the Maharaj ah and the inhabitants of the city of La

hore during the reorganization o f the Sikh army
,
in accordance

with the provisions o f article 6 of the treaty o f Lahore . That

fo rce to be w ithdrawn at a n y convenient time before the expira

tion o f the year, if the obj ect to be fulfilled sha ll , in the Opinion

o f the Durbar, have b ee n attained ; but the force shall no t be d e
ta in e d at Lahore beyond the expiration o f the current year

.

Art. 2 .
—The Lahore Governmen t agrees that the force left at

Lahore fo r the purpose spe cified in the foregoing article shall be

placed in full possession o f the fort and city of Lahore
,
and that

the Lahore troops shall be removed from within the city . The

Lahore Government engages to furnish convenient quarters for

the office rs and men o f the said force , and to pay the British

Government all the extra expenses in regard to the said force
which may b e incurred by the British Go vernment in couse

que n ce o f their troops b e ing w

empl o ye d away from their o wn

cantonments
,
and in a foreign territory .

Art . 3 .

— T h e Lahore Government engages to apply itself im
m ediate ly and earnestly to the reorganization o f its army accord

ing to the prescribed condition
,
and to communicate fully w ith

the Briti sh auth orities left at Lahore as to the progress of such

reorganization
,
and as to the location o f the troops .

Art . 4 .
—I f the Lahore Government fails in the performan ce

o f th e conditions o f the foregoing article , the British Government

shall be at liberty to withdraw the force from Lahore at any time

before the expiration of the period specified in article 1 .

Art . 5 .
— The British Government agrees to respect the bo nd

fi d e rights o f those Jagh ird a rs within the territories ceded by

a rticl es 3 a n d 4 o f the treaty o f Lahore , dated 9th instant , who

were attached to th e families o f the late Maharaj ah Runj e e t

S ingh , Kurruck S ingh , and Shere Singh , and the British Govern

ment will mainta in those Jaghirdars in their b o nd fide possessions

d uring the ir l ives .

Art
. 6 — The Lahore Government shall receive the ass istan ce

o f the British local authorities in recovering the arrears of r e venueM
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j ustly due to the Lahore Governm ent from their Ka rda rs and

managers in the territories ceded by the provisions o f articles 3

and 4 o f the treaty of Lahore, to the close of the Khurre e f

harvest o f the current year
,
viz .

,
902 of the S ambut Bikramaj e e t.

Art . 7 .
—The Lahore Government shall be at liberty to remove

from the forts in the territories specified in the foregoing articl e

all treasure and state property
,
with the exception o f guns .

Should , however , the British Government desire to retain any

part o f the said property
,
they shall be at l iberty to do so , paying

for the same at a fair valuation
,
and the British officers sha ll give

their assistan ce to the Lahore Governm ent in d isposing on the

spot of such part o f the aforesaid property as the Lahore Govern
m ent may not wish to remove

,
and the British officers may not

desire to retain .

Art. 8 .
— Commissioners shall be immediately a ppointed by the

two Governments to settle and lay d own the boundary betw een

the two states
,
as defined by article 4 o f the treaty o f Lahore

,

dated March 9, 1846 .

MAHARAJ AH D HU L EE P S INGH
,

BHAEE RAMS INGH ,
RAJAH LAL S INGH ,

S IRDAR T EJ S INGH ,
S IRDAR CHU T T ER S INGH AT TAREEWAL LA

,

S IRDA R RUNJ OOR S INGHMAJ ETHEA
,

D EWAN D EENA NATH ,

FAKEER NOOR-OO D -DEEN
,

H . HAR D INGE ,
F . CURR IE .

H . M . L AWRENCE .

By order o f the Right Hon . the Governor-General of Ind ia
,

F . CURR IE
,

S ecre ta ry to th e Go vernme n t of I nd ia ,
wi th th e G o vern o r Gen era l .
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No . 7 .

T rea ty between th e Bri tish G o vernmen t a ndMa ha raj a h Gho la b
S i ngh , co nclud ed a t Umri tsi r o n th e l 6th ofMa rch , 1846 .

Treaty between the British Gove rnment o n the o n e part, and

Maharaj ah Gholah S ingh , of J umm o o , o n the other , concluded

o n the part of the British Government by Frederick Currie,
E sq. ,

and Brevet-Major Henry Montgomery Lawrence , acting
under the orders o f the Right Honourable Sir Henry Hardin ge ,

o n e of Her Britannic Majesty
’s Most Honourable

Privy Coun cil , Governor-General , appointed by the Honour

able Company to d irect and controul all their affairs in the

East Indies
,
and by Maharaj ah Gholah S ingh in person .

Art . l .
— The British Government transfers and m akes over

,
for

ever
,
in independent possession

,
to Maharaj ah Gholah Singh ,

and the heirs male of his body
,
all the hilly or mountainous

c o untry , with its dependencies, situate to the eastward of the

River Indus , and we stward of the River Ravce, including Chumba

and excluding L ah o o l
,
being part. o f the territory ceded to the

British Government by the Lahore State , according to the

provisions o f Art icle 4 o f the treaty of Lahore, dated 9th March ,

1846 .

Art. 2 .
—The eastern b oundary of th e tract transferred by th e

foregoing art icle to Maharaj ah Gh o lab S ingh shall be laid down

by commissioners appointed by the British Government and

Maharaj ah Gholah Sin gh respectively for that purpose , and shall

be defi ned in a separate engagemen t after survey .

Art . 3 .
- In consideration o f the transfer made to him and his

heirs
,
by the provisions o f the foregoing articles, Maharaj ah

G h o la b S ingh will pay to the British Government the sum of

7 5 lacs o f rupees (Na nucksh ah e e ) , 50 lacs to be paid o n ratifi ca

tion o f this treaty
,
and 25 lacs o n o r before the l s t of October of

the current year
,
1846 .

Art . 4 .
-The limits of the territories of Maharaj ah Gh o la b

Singh shall not be at any time changed without th e concurrence

of the Brit ish Government .
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Art . 5 .
— Maharaj ah Gh o lab Singh w ill refer to the arbitration

o f the British Government any disputes or questions that may

arise between himself and the Government o f Lahore , o r any

other neighbouring state, a n d will abide by th e decision o f th e

British Government .
Art. 6 .

—Maharaj ah Gh o lab Singh engages for himself and

heirs to j oin with the whole o f his mil itary force the British

troops when employed within the hills
, o r in the territories

adj oining his possessions .

Art . 7 .
— Maharajah Gholah Singh engages n ever to take o r

retain in his service any British subj ect
,
nor the subj ect o f any

E uropean o r American state
, w ithout the consent o f the British

Government .

Art . 8 .

— Maharaj ah Gholah Singh engages to respect, in

regard to the territory transferred to h im
,
the provisions o f

articles 5
, 6, and 7 , o f the separate engagement between th e

British Government and the Lahore Durbar
,
dated March

Art . 9 .
— The British Government w ill give its aid to Maha

raj ah Gh o lab Singh in protecting his territories from external

enemies .

Art . 10 .
— Maharaj ah Gh o lab Singh acknowledges the supre

m acy o f the British Government, and w ill , in token o f such supre

macy
,
present annually to the British Government

, o n e horse,
twelve perfect sh awl goats o f approved breed (six m ale and six

female) , and three pairs o f Cashmere shawls .

This treaty
,
consi st ing o f ten articles , has been this d ay settled

by Frederick Currie, Esq .
, and Brevet-Major H enry Mont

gomery Lawrence
,
acting under the directions of the Right

Honourable S ir Henry Hardinge, Governor-General
,

o n the part o f the British Government, and by Maharaj ah

Gholah Singh in person , and the said treaty has been this day

ratified by the seal o f the Right Honourable Sir Henry Har

dinge
,

Governor -General .

Done at Um ritsir, this 16th d ay o f March , in
’ the year of our
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Lord 1846
, corresponding with the 17 th day o f Rub b e e o o lawul

1262
, H ij re e .

GHOLAB S INGH , (L . s . )
H . HARD INGE ,
F . CURR IE .

H . M . LAWRENCE .

By order o f the Righ t Ho n . the Governor-General o f India ,
F . CURRIE

,

S ecreta ry to th e G o vernmen t of I nd ia ,
wi th the G overno r-Gene ra l .

(True extracts)
F . CURR IE

,

Se cre ta ry to th e G o vernmen t of I ndia ,
wi th the Go vern o r-Genera l .

T HANKS T O T HE ARMY IN IND IA.

V ICTORIE S OFMOOD KEE AND FERO Z E SHAH .

HOU SE OF L o a n s .

The resolutions which follow the report o f the speech o f the

Right Honourable Sir Robert Peel, Bart . , in the House o f

Commons
,
were proposed in the House o f Lords by the Righ t

Honourable the Earl of Ripon
,
in a most effective speech ; but

which
,
in a great m easure

,
was to the same purport as that o f

the Right Honourable Baronet at the head o f Her Maj esty’s

Government— The motion was seconded by the Right Honourable

the Marquis o f Lansdowne, who was succeeded in the debate, in

the follow ing words
,
by his Grace

The DUKE o f WELLINGTON —My Lords , I could not hear a
motion o f this description discussed without adding, to what has

been stated
,
my unqualified approbation o f the conduct of the

troops o n this occasion , a n d also o f the officers who commanded

them ; and particularly o f my Right Honourable and gallan t

friend
,
the Governor-General

,
who, after having made all the
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arrangements appertaining to his duty as Governor-General , in

order to collect al l the resources o f the country fo r the purpose

of the great contest impending ,
having collected all the troops

and m a d e
'

a ll the arrangem ent fo r the security o f the country,
volunteered his services in his rank in the army, in order to give

his assistance to the offi cer commanding the army in chief in

carrying on those operations which remained for him to carry o n

in order to secure the public interests and the possession o f the

country . T here is no obliga tion on an officer placed in his situa

tion to take that course ; you can hardly point to a single instance

of a man being placed in that situatio n ; but he has given us an

example which I h Ope will always be followed . When he found
his services could be useful

,
he laid aside his position and even

his power as Governor-General ; for it should not be forgotten

that he would have carrie d with him into the field the power

over the military operations of the army ; he laid that aside

which indeed it is true, according to the usual practice, could not

in that way be exercise d , and most particularly in his case could

not
,
because Her Maj esty, when he went to India, and the Court

o f Directors , gave him his commission to succeed the command

o f the army after the death or coming away o f the presen t Com

mander-ih -Chief ; but he volunteered his se rvice and his assist

ance to the Commander-ih -Chief in the great contest which was

impending . But it has been said truly, that all exerted them

selves and did e verythin g in their power to obtain the great

result which has crowned their efforts . It is not generally

known
,
my Lords

,
but I know it

,
that the enemy’s position was

completely closed in by entrenchments
,
so closed around

,
that it

deserved rather the name of a fortress than a fortified position ;
and n otwithstanding the advantages o ur troops in India have

, o f

having water carriages and persons attached to each company

whose duty it is to supply them with water, they laboured in this

action under the singular disadvantage o f being d eprived even

o f that refreshment for nearly twenty-four hours, because the

country happened to b e so much dried up
,
and the villages so
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distant . Under these circumstances it was that the troops carrie d

this position , certainly with very great loss , but which I hope has
n o t left them in a state o therwise than efficient

,
if their services

should be called for o n m ilitary duty . I really must say
,
that I

have n o t for a length o f time heard of an action that has give n

me so much un qualified satisfaction as this
,
excepting in one pa r

ticula r . I have read with pain o f o n e regiment, to which the

word panic ” was applied ; and I considered it my duty , in th e

position in which I am placed
,
to examine particularly into the

circumstances . I see
,
in the returns, that that reg imen t i s stated

to have lost five -twelfths o f its number, and a vast number o f

offi cers and n o n -commissioned officers . I have seen an account

which states
,
that in the first quarter o f an hour from the time

when the regiment first entered into action
, o n e -third o f its

offi cers fell . I cannot question th e accuracy o f the report o f the

operations made by the commanding office r , but I wish that this

offi cer
,
when he sat down to write an elaborate report of the con

duct o f the troops under his command , had referred to the list o f
killed and wounded ; and if he had inquired into the loss sustained

by that reg iment, I believe he would have found that they were

absolutely mowed down by the fire under which they we re

advancing . I have made inquiries respecting that regiment, and

I find that it has been sixteen years in the E ast I nd ies ; that i n

the course of forty years it has served thirty-three years abroa d ,
and only seven in the United Kingdom ; that in the course of

the sixteen years during which it h a s served in the E ast Indies ,
i t has been in all parts o f India ; that its numbers have been

recruited twice over since it has been in that country ; and that

at this moment
,
of these men who made that attack and suffered

that loss
,
three-fourths had not been seven years in the service .

I considered it my duty to examine into the state o f th is regimen t,
seeing that word panic and I believe I have with me a most

extraordinary report of their good conduct from this very General

officer o n a former occasion a n d i t will convince your Lord ships

that i f the list of killed and wounded had been b rough t before
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him on that occasion it would have been impossible for h im

to apply that word to them . I cannot find the paper n o w,

but it contains the expression o f unqualified approbation of the

state o f this very regiment
,
by this same General offi cer, S ir

John Littler
,
upon the last inspection at Christmas last . I was

anxious to read it to your Lordships to show that to the accident

of the dreadful fire kept up upon them ,
and their being mowed

down
,
you o ught to attribute what occurred , and n o t to a d e fi

c ie n cy o r failure o n the ir part* .

HOUSE o r COMMONS .

S ir R . P EEL ro se and spoke as follows —I am. about to pro

pose that o n e of the highest rewards that can be bestowed upon

successful valour shall be conferred by this House . I am about

to propose that the thanks of th e Commons o f this great empire

shall b e given to th e officers and men
,
who recently o n the banks

o f th e Sutlej
,
under very trying circumstances

,
by their discipline,

by their fortitude
,
by their brilliant valour

,
have sustained th e

reputation of their country
,
and proved themselves worthy o f th e

service to which they belong . The resolutions with which I shall

conclude will not touch upon any matter o f purely political con

ce rn , b ut are framed in conformity with establ ished usage— that

usage being consonant with reason and j ustic e . 3" *3

The state of the co untry and the h istory o f th e P unj aub are pro

bably well known to all whom I am addressing ,
from the relat ion

in which we stood towards it
,
durin g o ur o perations in the neigh

b o uring county ofAffgh a n ista n . The House is probably well

aware that by the ability and energy o f an individual (Runj e e t

S ingh) , supremacy was established by him in the P unj aub ; and

that for many years , through that ability and energy, he ruled

th e destinies o f that great country
,
and kept in subj ection and

subordination a powerful army . Since his death
,
which took

place in the year 1839, the Government o f the P unj aub has pre

T h e re ade r i s re fe rre d to th e G e ne ra l O rde r, issue d by th e Comm an de r- in -Ch i e f,
at page 40 .
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sented a series o f acts of cruel ty
,
o f intrigue , o f a rapid succession

o f governors , in consequence of the murder o f the predecesso r

by the successor ; it has exhi b i ted a picture of licentiousness and
d ebauchery so extravagant, that it might be calculated to provoke

a smile, if it were n o t fo r the influence such l icentiousness and

debauchery must exercise over the welfare o f mill ions . The acts

o f that Government have been mainly directed by that powerful
'

sold iery over which Runj e e t Singh established his sway ; b ut
which since his death has been in the constant habit o f controlling

the conduct of the civil authorities , and even o f the military com

manders, by repeated acts o f insubordination ,
and repeated mur

ders , for the purpose of extort ing increased pay . Perhaps the

best idea o n e can give of the anomalous condition of affairs
,
and

o f the diffi cult ies of speculating upon any acts that may be com

m itte d , o r upon any measure that may be resorted to is this— that

it is quite clear th at the main obj ect of the governors o f that
country

,
and of the pr1n c1pa l landed proprie tors, and chiefs, h a s

been to provoke coll ision with the British army
,
not for the pur

pose o f resenting any wro ng, or of sustaining the military repu

tatio n of the country, but of freeing themselves from subj ection

to an insubordinate and licent ious force, by provoking a confl ict

with Great Britain
,
in which that force should fall a sa crifi ce ,

That has been the main obj ect, and the strange principle of

public policy
,
that has fo r some t ime guided the decisions and

regulated the acts o f the rulers o f the P unj aub . I well know

what was the obj ect of my frien d
,
Sir Henry Hardinge

,
in under

taking the government o f Ind ia . He made great sacrifi ces from

a sense of public duty ; my gallant friend held a prominent place

in the Council s o f Her Maj esty : he was , I believe , without any

reference to party divisions
,
held in general esteem in this House,

as well by his political opponents as by his political friends . He was

regarded by the army of this country a s its friend
,
because he was

the friend o f j ust ice to all ranks o f that army . It was proposed to

him a t a time of life when
,
perhaps

,
ambition is a less powerful sti

mulus than it migh t have been at an earl ier period— itwas proposed
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to him to relinquish his place in the Councils of his Sovereign— to

forego the satisfaction he must have felt at what he could not fail

to see
,
that he was an obj ect o f general respect and esteem . He

sepa rated himself from that family which constituted the chief

happiness o f his l ife, for th e purpose of performing a public duty

he owed to his Sovereign and his country
,
by taking the arduous

and responsible situation o f Chief Governor o f o ur Indian pos

sessions . He went out wi th a high military reputation . Sol icitous

to establish his fame in connexion with our Indian Empire
,
not

by means o f con quest , or the exhibition o f military skill and

valour
,
b ut by obtaining for himself a name in the annals o f

India as the friend o f peace, and through the promotion o f the

social interests and welfare o f the inhabitants . It was mainly

on accoun t of th e m ilitary character and high reputation o f my

gallant friend that he was enabled to controul and keep in check

the aspirations of more arden t and impetuous min d s bent upon

the invasion and conquest of the P unj aub .

The View which the Governor-General took o f the policy to be

pursued in regard to the P unj aub , was shortly this : h e thought

the dominion s o f the British Crown in India were suffi cient for

every purpose— that the interests o f the Empire would n o t be

promoted by the addition o f the P unj aub to the possessions
a lready subj ect to o ur o wn rule . He was determined

,
therefore

,

to resist any temptation to territorial aggrandizement . His

desire was to see a native Government established in the P unj aub
capable of maintain ing its independence

,
of restoring subordina

t ion in the ranks o f a great army
,
composed o f men o f high

natural courage , o f great physical strength , accustomed to disci

pline , and trained to military habits by European offi cers o f

distinguished reputation . His wish was
,
that a Sikh Government

should be established . He deprecated the format ion o f aMussul
m an Government, or the d omination o f any other than Sikh
authorities . At the same time that he was d etermined to resist

the temptations to direct aggression
,
h e refused repeated pro

po sa ls that were made to him to interfere in the d omest ic affairs
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o f the P unj aub . A lthough nothing could have been more easy ;
although but a word from him would have been necessary to

induce the Mussulman inhabitants o f the P unj aub to rise against

the Sikh authorities
,
wh o were conduct in g themselves in a m an n e r

so irreconcilable with sound policy or common sense
,
he resolved

steadily to adhere to the line he had chalked o ut to abstain from
all interference in the domestic affairs o f the P unj aub ,

and to

observe literal ly every obligation o f good faith .

But while that was his vi ew o f the policy that ought to be pur

sued
,
h e was not insensible to the danger to which o ur Indian

empire was constantly exposed , from the maintenance o n its

frontiers o f a profliga te and debauched Government , con trolled

by an insubordinate and licentious army . My gallant friend
,

therefore
,
took all precaut ions . He had to guard a frontier

extending on the banks o f the Sutlej at least 100 miles . The

frontier from Ferozepore to Roopur was at least 100 miles ; from

Ferozepore to L o o d ian a about 7 7 miles . My gallant friend
,

cautiously abstaining from the collection of any force o n the

front ier which could j ustify aggression , o r even remonstrance, o n
th e part of th e Lahore Government, took those precautions which

would effectually prevent successful attack on their part . At

Ferozepore he stationed a force o f about men
,
consisting o f

o n e European regiment, seven regiments o f native infantry
,
two

regiments o f nat ive cavalry, twenty-four l ight guns , and had

mounted in position at Ferozepore thirty o r thirty-five pieces o f

heavy artillery . He intended this to be the advanced post o f the

British army on the western side o f the frontier

At a d istance of about seventy-six miles to the eastward
,
higher

up the Sutlej , at L o o dian a , he collected a force of about 500 m e n .

He thought that these two armies , o r two divisions o f an army ,
stationed about seventy-six miles from each other , acting on th e
flanks o f any force from the P unj aub , induced by caprice o r by

the temerity o f their rulers to invade the British territory
,
would

be suffi cient to keep it in effectual controul . A t a distance more

in the interior— namely , at Umballa , he sta tioned another division
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o f men at the least . My gallant friend was undoubtedly

under the impression that i t was highly improbable that any

attack would be m ade by the army o f the P unj aub upon the

British positions . He knew that n o conduct o n his part could

provoke o r
‘

ustify such an attack and he felt every assurance that

could be felt
,
so far as j ustice and reason sanctioned the inference ,

that the army o f th e P unj aub would n o t be m a d enough to seek a

confl ict with the British forces o n the left bank o f the Sutlej .

There were good reasons why Sir Henry Hardinge did not

keep together for the last two o r three years an imm ense British

and native a rmy on the banks o f the Sutlej . Con stant efforts

were m ade by th e Government and by the military leaders o f the

army of the P unjaub to corrupt our native troops . The consti

tutio n o f the army of the P unj aub i s purely democra tic : the

private soldiers elect representatives, fi ve in number from each

company
,
to controul their offi cers

,
to d epose them wh en they

think fi t, o r to subject them to death when it is deemed expedient .
The pay o f an infan try soldier o f th e P unj aub is about twenty-fi ve
shillings a month ; while the pay o f a sepoy in Her Maj esty’s

servi ce is only about fourteen or fi fteen shillings a m onth . Con

stant exertions were made, by direct an d indirect means
,
aided

by community o f language and o f religion
,
to shake the fidelity

o f the native troops ; but I rej oice to say that they were made
without success . The loyalty of the sepoys , with scarcely a single

exception
,
has been untainted . All the offers of a pro fligate

Government and a licentious soldiery were unavai ling ; but still

it wa s prudent in my gallant friend , n o t to bring together o n the

frontier
,
fo r an indefi nite time and fo r no specifi c obj ect

,
an

immense native force, seeing that within a few miles they would

be exposed to the inj urious example o f a soldiery free from all

restraint
,
and constantly resorting to threats of actual violence

towards their leaders . There were, therefore, political reasons

fo r n o t keeping o ur troops , as it were , in immediate con tact with

such an enemy
,
and there were military reasons equally powerful .

I t was , in the fi rst place , impossible, if aggression s were
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intended , to foresee at what point an invasion would be made .

On the left bank o f the Sutlej were many states belonging to the
P unj aub , and some of the chiefs of those states men o f doubtful
fi delity . In those dominions o n the left bank o f the Sutlej are
m any forts o f considerable size and strength . A force controlled

by no Government, impelled by the fear o f losing its pay , o r the

hope o f extorting more, i s not governed by ordinary considera

tions of prudence like the armies o f regular states ; and i f the

army o f the P unj aub meditated a sudden irruption into the

British territory
,
it was d ifii cult to see at what point the descent

would be made . Between Ferozepore and Roopur there are not

fewer than twenty fords available for th e passage of troops ;
nor is it easy to ascertain their exact position

,
since from the

n ature o f the river, they are constantly changing . My gallan t

friend thought
,
therefore

,
that true military policy recommended

the course he has pursued , not that his whole army should be

concentrated o n the banks o f the Sutlej , but that o ur territory

should be guarded by a suffi cien t force stationed at Ferozepore

and L o o d ia n a . Seeing the superior force o f cavalry in the army

o f the P unj aub ,
th e desperate rashness of a licentious army not

governed by the ordinary rules o f conduct
,
i t was within the

limit o f possibil ity that a dash might be made at Delhi , or some

vital part o f the Indian empire . My gallant friend , therefore,
most wisely and prudently

,
kept a considerable force at Umballa

,

seventy-six miles to the south-east from L o o d ia n a
,
and a still

larger body of troops in the neighbourhood o f Delhi . This

whole force was assembled by way o f preca ution against the

possible attempts o f the Lahore army ; and it consisted in the

whole o f n o t fewer than thirty regiments of native infantry , of

n ine regimen ts o f European infantry , o f twelve regiments o f

nat ive cavalry
,
and of th ree regiments of European cavalry . Al l

this was quite consisten t with forbearance on the part o f the Go

vernor-General
,
and with his determination to be seduced by no

temptation to aggression o n the enemy .

I t i s quite clear that my gallant friend the Governor-Genera l
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d id take every precaution to ensure
'

the safety of the British

d ominions in India, in case o f sudden and unprovoked attack
.

In the early part o f the year, at the time h e was occupied with

his functions as Governor-General , and when it was most material

that he should perform them in conj unction with his Council at

Calcutta : in a minute, dated on the 16th o f Jun e
,
he submitted

to the Council his opinion
,
that o ur relations with the Court o f

Lahore became so doubtful , that, great as was the inconvenience

o f separating the Governor-General and h is Council , i t was

desirable
,
with reference exclusively to Indian interests

,
that he

should proceed to the left bank of the Sutlej , in order that o n the

spot h e might be enabled to give such directions as appeared

necessary
,
and which , if given at the d istance o f a thousand miles ,

might be inappropriate . The unanimous Opinion o f the members

o f the Council was , that it was for the public interest that th e

Governor-General should proceed to j oin the army ; and , in

conformity with this advice, in the mon th o f Octob e r he took his

d eparture for the left ban k o f the Sutlej . Up to an early period

in December
, th e Opinion o f my gallant friend

,
Sir Henry

Hardinge
,
was

,
that there would be no irruption from the right

bank o f th e Sutlej into the British territory . He felt confi dent

that the S ikhs must be convinced that such an attempt could

o nl y end in signal defeat
,
and therefore that i t would not be"

made . So far as he could reason from experience, he had a right

to arrive at this conclusion . In 1843 , th e army o f Lahore left th e

capital and advanced to the Sutlej ; but after remonstran ce o n

o ur part , it retired again, and abandoned the enterprize . In 1844
,

e xactly the same conduct was observed ; the P unj aub army, eager

for pay
, o r fo r booty, if pay could not be obtained , and , instigated

by the Government a n d the chiefs , appeared to contemplate an

irruption ; but in 1844 , as in 1843 , the army withdrew to the

interior . Accounts
,
however

,
reached my gallant friend towards

the end o f November last
,
which led him to believe that a n

invasion of the British territory was seriously menaced .

*

s as as a a a

S ee the D espa tches of Maj or Broadfoo t
,
pa ge 15 .
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On the 9th o f December
,
the Governor-General

,
thinking our

relations with the P unj aub very critical , and that i t was desirable

to take every precaution against any sudden irruption
,
gave

orders that the division o f troops at. Umballa
,
consisting o f

men , should move towards the Sutlej . On December 1 1
,
the

very day o n wh ich the Lahore army crossed the Sutlej
,
the

British and native troops o f that division were o n their march
from Umballa to the frontier . The whole proceedings of the

Governor-General and the Commander-in -Chief, subsequently to

that day
,
as well as before it, were characterized by the greatest

prudence
,
skill

,
and foresight . From Umballa the troops marched

to a place called Busse e a n , where , owing to the prudent pre

caut ions o f the Governor-General , they found an ample supply

o f food and stores . It was resolved that a j unction should be

effected W ith the L o o d ian a division , and that it would be better to

incur some risk at L o o d ia n a , rather than forego the advantage o f
a unction with the L o o d ia n a division o f the army . Those troops
advanced accordingly towards Ferozepore, and learned by the

way that the army of Lahore
,
amounting to not less than

men , had crossed the river , and were prepared to attack the British

army . The expectations o f the Governor-General were entirely

j ustifi ed by the result . There were in Ferozepore men
, 3 5

h eavy guns in position
,
and 24 pieces o f fi eld artillery

,
in addition

to the heavy ordnance . The army of Lahore shrunk from the

attack o f so formidable a post, and Ferozepore was entirely safe,
according to the anticipations which had been entertained by the

Governor-General . The army o f Lahore not venturing to attack

Ferozepore, determined to give battle to the British forces o n

their march from Umballa
,
and on the 18th o f December made

a sudden attack o n them . On that day the troops had reachedMo o dke e , after having marched 150 miles by forced marches .
The men were suffering severely from want of water

,
and from

exhaustion , and yet such was their discipline and gallan try , that

they repelled the whole of the a ttacking army , though greatly

superior to them in number, defeating a force treble their amount ,
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and succeeding in the capture o f seventeen o f their guns . The

army o f Lahore , thus repulsed by o ur forces advancing from Um

balla
,
retired within very formidable entrenchments at Ferozeshah .

Those entrenchments
,
consisting o f strong breast-works , were in

the form of a parallelogram
, o f which the opposite faces were a

mile
,
and half a m ile in length respectively . In the face o f those

formidable works
,
protected by 150 guns o f heavy calibre and

excellent workmanship
,
and defended b y near m e n , the

Governor-General and the Commander-in -Chief determined to

effect a j unction with the d ivision o f the army which was stationed

at Ferozepore . The troops advanced accordingly within three

miles o f the enemy’s position , and manoeuvred o n his left flank ;
but the Command er-in -Chief having given previous notice to S i r

John Littler
,
made a march to his left

,
and o n the 21st December

effected a j unction with the Ferozepore d ivision , which thus gave

an addition o f men . At this time there remained but three

ho urs to sunset . It was resolved
,
however

,
to attack th e position

o f the enemy . My gallant frien d (the Governor-General) offered

his services as second in command
,
services which were cheerfully

and promptly accepted by the Commander-in -Chief. Determined

n o t to wait till next morning, the instant they effected their j unc

t ion with the d ivision under Sir John Littler, the commanders

re solved to make an attack upon the entrenched camp . The

result, S ir , o f that attack proved the valour of o ur European and

Indian forces in a pre-eminent degree
,
and has entitled them to

the warmest acknowledgments o f this House , and o f the coun try .

The night o f the 215t December was o n e of the most m emorable

in the military annal s o f the British empire . The enemy were well

defended within strongly fortifi ed e n tre n chm e n ts— their guns were

served with the greatest precision
,
and told o n o ur advancing

columns with great effect . The right of the British army was

led by the Commander-in -Chief
,
whilst the left centre was h ead ed

by Sir H . Hardinge . Our forces made an attack o n the enemy
’s

camp durin g the three hours which as yet remained o f dayl ight ;
but they had not sufficient time to complete that victory, which
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was gloriously achieved o n the following day . The British army
,

however, made good their attack , and occupied a part o f the

enemy’s camp . In the middle o f the nigh t the camp took fi re ,
and further conflict was for a time suspended in consequence ;
bu t as soon as it had ceased

,
the army of Lahore brought forward

their he avy artillery, and poured a most destructive fi re upon o ur

troops . The details o f those occurrences have been given with

admirable clearness in the despatches o f both commanders . Per

haps the House will excuse me if I read an ex tract from a private

letter from the Governor-General to a member o f his own family .

The Right Hon . Baronet then read as follows

The nigh t o f the 2 l st was th e mos t ex traordinary o f my l i fe. I b ivouacked wi th
th e men , wi thou t food or cove r ing, and our n ights are bi tter cold . A burning camp in
our fron t, o ur brave fel lows lying down under a heavy cannonade , wh i ch con ti nued
during th e whol e n igh t , mixed wi th the Wi ld cries o f th e S ikhs, our Engl ish hurrah , the
tramp of men, a nd th e groan s o f the dying . I n th is s ta te wi th a handful of men , who
had carried th e ba tteries th e n igh t before, I remai ned til l morn ing, taking very shor t
in terval s of res t by lying down wi th various regimen ts i n successio n, to ascertai n th eir
temper, and revive their spiri ts . ”

My gallant friend
,
as you see

,
spent that eventful n ight passing

from regiment to regiment
,
cheering the men by his own example

o f constancy and courage— doing all that human means could do

to ensure victory to o ur arms . I found,
” my gallant friend

goes o n to say I found myself again with my old friends o f the

29th
,
3 1st

,
50th

,
and 9th ,

all in good hear t ” — (regiments with

which he had served in the Peninsula) —and with them that

regiment which has earned immortal fame i n the annals o f the

British army— Her Majesty’s 80th Regiment

My answer to al l a nd every man was
,
tha t we mus t figh t i t ou t, a ttack th e enemy

v igorous ly a t daybreak, bea t h im, o r d ie honourably i n th e field . The gal lan t old
general , kind-hear ted and h eroical ly brav e, en tire ly coi ncided wi th me . ”

Let the House observe how anxious my gallant friend is to do

j ustice to his companions in arms .

During th e nigh t, I occasional ly cal l ed on our brave Engl ish sol diers to punish
th e S ikhs when they cam e too close and were impuden t ; and when morning brok e we
wen t a t i t i n true Engl ish s tyl e . Gough was on the righ t . I placed mysel f, and dear
l i t tl e Ar thur [h is son ] by my sid e, i n th e cen tre , abou t th i r ty yards i n fron t of the me n ,
to preven t thei r firing, and we drove th e enemy, wi thou t a hal t , from o ne extremi ty of
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th e camp to th e o ther, cap turing th irty or for ty guns as we wen t al ong, wh ich fi red a t
twen ty paces from us

,
and were served obs tina tely . The brave men drew up in an

excel l en t l ine
,
and ch eered Gough and mysel f as we rode up the l in e, th e regimen tal

col ours l owering to me as on parade . The mourn ful par t i s th e h eavy loss I have sus
ta in e d i n my o fli c e rs. I have had ten aides-de-camp

‘
h ors d e comba t, five ki lled and

fi ve wounded . The fi re o f grape was very h eavy from 1 00 pieces o f cannon ; th e S ikh
army dril l ed by F rench o fli ce rs, and th e m e n the mos t warl ike i n India . ”

From my affectionate regard for that gallant man , I am proud to

be enabled to exhibit him on such a night as that o f the Q ISt o f

December— going through the camp— passing from regiment to
regiment— keeping up the spirits o f the men— encouraging them
—animating their ardour— and having lost ten aides-de-camp out

o f twelve— placing his young so n
,
a boy o f seventeen o r eighteen

years o f age, in the front of the line, in order that the British

troops might be induced not to fi re o n the enemy
,
but drive them

back by the force of the British bayonet . I t was characteristic

o f the man to read these details . He had two sons present
,
one

o f whom was a civilian , a n d the other in the army . On the night

o f the 21st he sent the civilian to the rear of the army, saying

that his presence d isturbed him, and that if he refused to retire ,
he would send him away in arrest as a prisoner ; but the pre .

sence
,
he said

,
of his younger son , an officer, whose duty called

him to the fi eld
,
only made the father more desperately resolute

in the discharge o f his duty . On the 22n d , after the battle was

over
,
h e took his eldest so n , when visiting the sepoys and th e

wounded
,
a nd he showed them a Governor-General o f India who

h ad lost his hand
,
and the son o f a Governor-General who had

lost his foot
,
and endeavoured to console them in their sufferings

by proving to them that men in th e highest rank were exposed

to the same casualties as themselves .

As I before observed , the accounts o f all the military operations

are given with admirable clearness in the despatches laid before

the House . They must have been read with such attention by

every Member o f the House
,
that I will not weaken their effect

by minute reference to military details . The pride and sa tisfa c

tion we must all d erive from those gallant exploits are no doubt

counterbalanced by d eep regret fo r the loss o f so many men o f



WAR WITH TH E sum s . 1 79

the highest distinction and promise . We have had the mis
fortune — the great misfortune— o f losing that gallant officer who

o n former occasions has so frequently d istinguished himself— Sir

Robert Sale . He, Sir, has closed a long career of glory by that

death to whi ch I believe he himself looked forward and which he

coveted— that death in the fi eld
,
which entitles me to say, that

even in his o wn estimation , he was “

f e lix e tiam opp o rtun i ta te

mo rtis .

’
S ir

,
I do h Ope that this House will , o n no distant day,

mark their esteem and respect fo r the memory of Sir Robert Sale

by humbly representing to Her Maj esty their unanimous W ish

th at she m ay be pleased to record the gratitude o f the country by

the erection o f a monument to Sir Robert Sale .

We have
,
Sir

,
also to deplore the loss of Sir JohnM‘Ca skil l ,

to whom a brief but touching testimony o f approbation is borne

in the despatch of the Commander-in -Chief
,
as well as o n e o f the

m ost eminent men in the civil and mil itary services of India

Maj or Broadfoot . In that gentleman the highest confi dence was

placed b y every o n e who came in contact with him . He obtained

the applause o f every civil and military authority in the country

a n d his prudence and skill as a civilian were only equalled by his

a rdour and bravery in the fi eld . He was
,
I believe

,
the last o f

three brothers
,
all of whom have d ied in the service o f their

country o n the fi eld o f battle . Major Broadfoot was present

with Sir Robert Sale during the siege o f Je l la lab ad
,
and took a

most conspicuous part in its defence . I t is mournful
,
Sir

,
that

we should have to deplore the loss in the same conflict of two

gallant men so devoted to their country’s service as Sir Robert

Sale and Major Broadfoot .

I shall not refer by name to offi cers o f lower rank who have

fallen in this confl ict ; for, where all were so distinguished , it must

be inv id ious to particularize ; but whatever their rank ,
I can as

sure their surviving relatives that their country will do j ustice to

th eir memory . I h Ope the thanks of the House will be conveyed

to all the men o f e very regiment engaged in this brilliant exploit
,

without ex ception . If there were occasions o n which the reputa
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tion fo r valour o f some regiments m ay appear not to have been

upheld
,
considering their former services— their known gallantry

their severe losses— the remembrance o f o n e moment
’s default i s

altogether obliterated by the recollect ion o f their former eminent

conduct, and o f the services they rendered o n that very day . I

am quite certain
,
Sir

,
that the men o f Her Majesty’s 62n d Regi

ment , o f the 14th Native Infantry, and the other gallant native

regiment on the flank o f Her Maj esty’s 62n d Regiment
,
will n o t

su ffer in the estimat ion o f the country that the willing thanks

o f this House will be given , without exception , to all the regiments

engaged in this act ion .

3“ There never

has been a greater example o f extreme forbearance
,
strict j ustice,

and a reso lve to resi st all the temptations to which the army was

exposed— there never was a greater combination o f those high

qualit ies with the most brilliant talent an d valour in defence o f

the British empire in India . The gallantry o f those who fell in

that confl ict will not be without its fruits . Their lives will n o t

h ave been sacrifi ced in vain . The remembrance o f their conduct

constitutes o n e o f the brightest possessions— o n e o f th e great de

fences o f this country . When we reflect What can be e fl'

e cte d by

d iscipline and valour , such as was manifested by o ur countrymen

o n these memorable days , we feel that in a just cause o ur country

must be victorious . The memory o f those men who have fallen

through their devotion to their country will long serve to animate

the Brit ish army . I t will make us proud o f that name which we

bear
,
and encourage us , if need be, to emulate their heroic ex

e rtio n s , a n d exhibit equal d evotion , equal perseve rance, equal

courage
,
in the cause o f o ur common country . (Great and en

th usiastic cheering greeted the Right Hon . Baronet from all sides

of the House in the progress , and at the conclusion o f his speech . )

He moved the fi rst o f th e following series o f resolutions

Tha t th e thanks o f th is House be given to th e R igh t Honourabl e L ieu tenan t-General
S i r H enry Hardinge , Go v e rn o rs G e n e ral o f Ind ia , Knigh t Grand Cross of th e O rder of
th e Ba th , for th e en ergy and abil i ty wi th wh ich h e direc ted th e mil i tary m eans a t h is
d isposal , to

I

th e repel l ing o f th e unprovoked invasion of th e S ikh army o f th e domin ions
of th e Bri ti sh Governmen t, and of th e Pro trac ted S ta tes upon th e le ft bank o f the S u t
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l ej ; and also, for th e fi rmness and gal lan try w i th wh i ch h e direc ted th e opera t ions o f

tha t por tio n of the army under h i s immediate comma nd, i n th e afternoon and nigh t of
D ecem ber 21st, 1845 , and o n th e morn ing o f th e 22n d , upon wh i ch occasion th e enemy’s
d efences were carri ed by s torm , th e grea ter par t of their ar ti l l ery cap tured , and th eir
subsequen t a t temp ts to regain wha t they had los t rep ea tedly defea ted .
Tha t th e thanks of th i s H ouse be given to General S ir Hugh Gough

,
Barone t

,
Knigh t

Grand Cross o f th e Order of th e Ba th , Commander-in -Ch i e f o f th e Forces i n th e Eas t
Indies, for th e d i s tinguished val our w i th wh i ch h e direc ted and l ed th e several a ttacks
upon th e enemy, and for th e em i n en t serv ic es rendered by h im i n the ba t tl es of th e
18 th , 21$t, and 22n d of D ecember, 1 845, disp laying, as h e did, i n conj unc tion wi th th e
Governor-General , a bri l l i an t exampl e to the troops, o f perseverance and courage i n
cri ti cal ci rcums tances

,
and o f i rr esi st i bl e ardour i n th e several a t tacks made upon th e

enemy.

Tha t th e thanks o f th i s H ouse b e gi ven to Maj or-General S i r Harry G eorge Smi th ,
Knigh t Commander o f th e Order o f th e B ath, to Major-General Wal ter Ra l eigh Gilber t ,
and to Maj o r-General S i r J ohn H un ter Li t tl er, Knigh t Commander o f th e Order of th e
Ba th, and to th e several offi cers, European and na tive , under th eir command, fo r th e
em inen t serv ices rendered by th em i n th e recen t arduous and successful op era tions .

Tha t th e thank s o f th i s H ouse be given to th e non~commissioned offi cers and priva te
soldi ers , European and na t ive, fo r th e perseverance and for ti tude m ain tained by th em
a tMo o dke e on th e 1 8th o f D ecember, 1845, and for th e daring valour wi th wh i ch they
forced th e enemy’s en trenchmen ts a t Ferozeshah o n th e 2 l s t and 22n d of December,
cap tured mos t of h i s guns, and final ly compel l ed th e S ikh army, o f grea tly superior
numbers , to re tire wi th i n th eir own fron ti er .

Tha t th i s Resolu tion be sign i fi ed to them by th e commanders o f th e several corps .
Ord e red— Tha t the said Resol u tion s b e transm i t ted by Mr. Speaker to th e G overnor

G eneral o f India, and tha t h e b e reques ted to communica te th e sam e to the severa l
o fli c e rs referred to therein .

The motion was seconded by the Righ t Honourabl e Lord

John Russell , and , after speeches by Sir Robert Inglis, Mr .
Hogg, Cap tain Layard , Sir Howard Douglas , and other honour

able m embers, the resolutions were put seria tim and carried

n em. co n .

At a Special Court o f Proprietors of East India S tock , th e

Chairman (Sir Henry Willock,
stated that the Court

had been especially summoned , in order to lay be fore it certain

papers relating to the war in India
,
and to offer the thanks o f the

Court to the officers and men employed in that war . The Chair

man , in a brief but affecting speech , submitted a motion , couched

in the same terms as those adopted by th e Houses of Parliament ,
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a n d which will be found in that report ; which having been

seconded by the Deputy-Chairman (J . W . Hogg, Esq .

was unanimously agreed to .

A L IWA L AND S O B R A ON.

T HE THANKS 0 F PARLIAMENT .

On the evening o f the 2ud o f April , the thanks o f the House

o f Lords were proposed by the Right Honourable the Ea rl o f

R ipon , who concluded a most effective spe ech with the following

words : I have purposely abstained from specifying the acts o f

those to whose victories I have call ed y our attention . I felt that

I could n o t have done ustice to them ; and I beg now simply to

propose the motion s
,
the o bjects o f which I have explained .

They are as follow

Tha t th e thanks of th i s H ouse be give n to Maj o r-G ene ral S i r Harry George Smi th ,
Knight Commander of the Mos t H o nourabl e Mil i tary Order of th e Ba th , for h i s ski l ful
and meri to r ious conduc t wh en i n command of th e Bri ti sh troops employed agains t a
l arge por ti on o f th e S ikh army, of grea tl y superi or numbers , and fo r th e signal valo ur
and j udgmen t displayed by h im in the ba ttl e o f th e 28th of January, wh en the enemy’s
force was to tal ly defea ted , and new l ustre added to the repu ta tion of th e Bri tish arms .

Tha t th e thanks o f th i s H ouse be given to the several offi cers, European and na tive
under th e command of S i r H arry Smi th, for th e dis t inguished services rendered by them
a t th e ba t tl e o f A l iwal .
Tha t th is H ouse do th h igh ly approve of and commend th e in trepidi ty and exemplary
discipl ine displayed by th e n o n -commissi on ed offi cers and priva te soldi ers, Europ ean
and

,
na t iv e, o n th e 28th o f J anuary, i n th eir a ttack on th e en emy’s posi ti on , by wh ich

th e S ikhs were c ompl e tely rou ted and driven in confusion across th e Su tl ej , wi th th e
l oss o f al l th eir ar ti l l ery and mil i tary equipm en t ; and tha t th e same be signifi ed to

them by th e commanders o f th e several corps, who are desi red to thank th em for their
gal lan t behaviour .

Tha t i n reques ting th e Governor-General of India to commun ica te these resol u tions
to th e several offi cers referred to th erei n

,
th i s H ouse desires to acknowledge th e zea l

and judgmen t ev inced by th e R igh t Honourabl e Li eu tenan t-General S ir H enry Har
dinge, Knigh t Grand Cross of th e Order o f the Ba th , Governor-General of India ; and
al so by General S ir Hugh Gough, Bar t. , Knigh t Grand Cross of th e O rder o f th e Ba th ,
Commander-i h -Ch i ef o f th e Forces i n India, i n supplyingMaj or-General S i r H arry
Smi th wi th such rein forcemen ts and mi li tary means as enabled h im , under D iv in e
Prov idence, to overcome al l the obstacle s thrown in h i s way by a brave and de termined
enemy .
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Tha t th e thanks o f th is H ouse be given to th e R igh t Honourabl e Li eu tenan t-Genera l
S i r H enry H ardinge, Knigh t Grand Cross o f the Mos t H onourabl e M i l i tary Order o f
th e Ba th , Governor-G eneral of India, for th e j udgmen t, energy, and abil i ty wi th wh i ch
the resources of th e Bri tish empire in India have been appl ied i n repel l ing th e unj us t
and unprovoked i nvasion of th e Bri tish terri tory by th e S ikh na tion ; and for th e valour
and indefa tigabl e exer tions wh ich h e d isplayed on th e l o th of February , a t th e ba t tl e
o f S obraon , when , by th e bl essing o f A lm igh ty God

,
wh ich we desire mos t humbly to

acknowl edge , th i s hos til e and treach erous invasion was succes sful l y defea ted .

Tha t th e thanks of th i s House be gi ven to G eneral S i r Hugh Gough , Bar t . , Knigh t
G rand Cross of th e Mos t H onourabl eMi l i tary Order o f th e Ba th, Commander-in -Ch i e f
o f the Forc es i n India , for th e signal abil i ty and valour wi th wh i ch , upon the l oth of
February

,
h e direc ted and l ed th e a t tack , when th e en emy’s en trenchmen ts were

s tormed , th eir ar ti l l ery cap tured, their army defea ted and sca t tered, and th e P unj aub
l a id open to th e advance o f o ur v ic torious troops .

Tha t th e thanks o f th i s H ouse be given to Maj or-General S i r H arry G eorge Sm i th ,
Knigh t Commander o f the mos t Honourabl e M il i tary Order o f the Ba th, Major-General
Wal ter Ral eigh Gil ber t , and Maj or-General S ir Joseph T h ackwe l l, Knigh t Commander
of th e mos t H onourabl e Mil i tary Order of th e Ba th ; and to the o ther offi cers, Euro
pea n and na t ive, for th e dis ti nguish ed servi ces rendered by th em i n the em inen tly
successful Operat ions a t the ba ttl e o f S obraon .

Th a t th is House do th h igh ly approve of and comm end th e i nvincibl e in trepidi ty
,

perseverance
,
and s teady discipl in e d isplayed by th e non -commissioned offi cers and

priva te soldi ers
, European and na t ive, o n th e l oth o f February, by wh i ch th e gl ory o f

th e Bri ti sh arms has been successful ly main tained aga ins t a de termined a n d grea tly
superior force ; and tha t th e sam e be signifi ed to th em by th e commanders of th e
several corps

,
who are desired to thank them for th eir gal lan t behav iou r.

They were seconded by the R ight Hon . the Earl of Auckland
and in the course o f the debate the following remarks fell from

his Grace the DUKE OF WELLINGTON — I n th e m eantime the

distant points Of the frontier were threatened ; L o o d ia n a wa s

threatened— I believe it was even attacked , and the cantonments

were burned : and then it was that Sir Harry Smith was sen t.

with a detachment o f troops towards L o o d ia n a , taking possession

of various points o n his road— D urrumko te a n d other places
,
o f

which the enemy had taken possession by bodies o f troops which

had crossed the Sutlej . And I beg your Lord ships to Observe

that
,
when Sir Harry Smith was sent

,
he had three Objects in

view : one to give security to the post at L o o d ian a , already re

inforced by the arrival there Of General Godby after the battle :

the others to keep up his communications with the rear by the

town o f Busse e a n ,
a point o f great strength a n d importance , with
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a view to the communication between Ferozepore and L o o d ia n a ,
in the front line

,
and Ferozepore and Delhi in th e rear , the poin t

from which the he avy train and the means o f carrying on the

siege in the ul timate Operations were to come . T hese must have

passed between twenty and thirty miles o f the enemy , while the

main body of the army at Ferozepore was n o t less distant th a n

fi fty . These were the Obj ects
,
to secure which S ir Harry Smith

was deta ched from the army . He marched upon L o o d ian a , a nd

communicated with the British commander th e re ,wh o endeavoured

to move out to his assistance . While he was engaged with th e

enemy o n this march , which he made in order to perform a part

O f his instructions— namely
,
to m aintain the communication with

L o o d ian a
,
they came o ut from the entrenched camp and carried

o ff his baggage . I desire to explain that, because it was the only

check which the gallant Officer met with throughout the whole o f

this operation , and in fact it i s the only misfortune, trifl ing as it

i s , wh ich has h appened during the whole Operations that have

taken place in that part of the country . This loss Of the ba ggage ,
such as it is , has been written up as a grea t misfortune but

, in

point of fact , it could not be otherwise . He was obliged to march

within sight of the entrenched camp
,
from which the enemy had

an Opportunity Of attacking him o n his march . I beg your Lord

ships to obse rve that Sir Harry Smith had n o t only to secure h is

communication with L o o dian a , but l ikewise to secure his j unction

with General Wheeler
,
who

,
alone

,
was not able to contend

against the enemy . He performed all those Obj ects , was j o ined

by General Wheeler , and then moved o n to attack the new

position which the en emy had taken up n ear the river . And
,
my

Lords , I will say upon this, I have read the acco unt o f many a

battle, but I never read the account o f one in which more ability ,
en ergy, and experience have been manifested than in this . I

know Of n o one in which an o fli ce r ever showed himself more

capable than this Officer has in commanding troops in the fi eld .

He brought every d escription o f troops to bear , with all arms in
th e position in which they were most capable Of rendering service ;
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the nicest manoeuvres were performed under the fi re o f the enem y

with the utmost precision
,
and at the same time with an energy

and gallantry o n the part o f the troops never surpassed o n any

occasion whatever in any part of the world . I must say o f this
Officer

,
that I never have seen any a cco n n t which manifests more

plainly than his does
,
that he is an offi cer capable o f rendering

the most important services, and o f ultimately being an honour to

this country .

HOU SE OF COMMONS .

A vote to the same effect was proposed by S IR ROBERT PEEL

in the House of Commons, from whose speech we extract th e
following —The great battle was fought on the 28th o f January,
but earlier in that month Sir Harry Smith had sustained what

some may consider a reverse . I allude to a period before his

j unction with Colonel Wheeler , and with the fi ve regiments from
L o o d ia n a . In the absence of all intelligence he encountered th e

enemy
,
and was exposed to serious hazard . Writing to Sir Hugh

Gough o n th e 21st, after he had succeeded in relieving L o o d ian a ,
he said that he had accomplished that obj ect

,
but under circum

stances not quite so fortunate as he desired
,
and he used these

expressions : When within a mile and a half to my left o f Bud
dowal

,
m oving para llel with my column (which wa s right in

front ready to wheel into line) , and evidently for the purpose o f

interrupting my advance, I saw the enemy . Nothing could be

stronger fo r the enemy than the continued line of villages . He

was moving by road s , while I was moving over very heavy sand

beds . He was in advance far beyond , o n my right flank ; so far

did he extend
,
and so numerous did he show his infantry and

guns , and so well chosen fo r him was this line o f villages , that

with my force b e was n o t to be assailed ; and he Opened a furious

cannonade o f from thirty-fi ve to forty guns o f very large calibre ,
and

,
as usual , right well served . My Obj e ct b e ing to unite myself

with the force from L o o d ia n a , which every moment I expected to

appear in sight, for it was nine o
’clock , I moved parallel with
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the enemy, resolving to attack the moment the L o o d ia n a troops

reached me . He, however, so pressed upon me, that I Opened

in o n e body my eleven guns upon him with considerable effect
,

an d moved up the 3 l st, and was preparing to form line upon this

regiment
,
when the enemy most rapidly formed a line o f seven

regiments
,
with their guns between

,
at right angles with the line I

was about to attack
,
while a considerable force was moving round

my right and front . Thus enveloped and overwhelmed by n um

bers
,
and such a superiority o f gun s , I had nothing for it but to

throw back my line o n its right , which represented a small line o n

the hypotenuse o f a triangle . The enemy thus outfla nke d me

and my whole force . I therefore gradually withdrew my infantry

in éch e l lo n of battalions, the cavalry in éch e l lo n o f squadrons
,
in

the direction o f L o o d ian a , momentarily expecting to see the

approach o f that force— viz . , o n e regiment of caval ry
,
five guns

,

and four regiments o f infantry, when I would have made a vigo

rous attack . The ground was very deep and sandy
,
and

,
there

fore
,
very diffi cult to move o n . The enemy continued to move on

as described for upwards of an hour, and until I knew the

L o o d ian a force was moving, not a musket was fi red . Nothing

could exceed the steadiness o f the troops . The line was thrown

back
,
under this cannonade, as if o n parade , nat ive as well as

British
,
and the movements o f the cavalry , under Brigadier

Cureton , were, without any except ion , the most perfect thing I
ever saw

,
and which I cannot describe .

” 3“ i f 3*

Of the battle itself I will not speak ; the victory was complete,
and it h a s been so admirably described by the illustrious com

mander
,
that I will n o t weaken the effect o f his narrative . And

what
,
let me a sk

,
have been the services o f this gallant Ofli ce r ?

These recent events have given new lustre to his glory ; but he

was at the capture of Monte Video— at the attack upon Buenos

Ayres he served during the Peninsula war, from the battle o f

Vimeira to tha t o f Corunna . He was then wounded in another

a ction
,
but he was a t

'

the battles o f Sa b aga l and Fuen tes d
’

On o r,

a n d the sieges o f Ciudad Rodrigo and Badaj os
,
at the battles o f
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Salamanca, Vittoria, Orthes , the Pyrenees, and Toul ouse . He

was at Washington and at New Orleans , and fi nally he was at
Waterloo . What a series Of noble services

,
and how rej oiced I

am that there should be an Opportunity
,
through this n ew and

signal victory , Of bringing before the gladdened eyes o f a grateful

country a long life o f military exertion , and an unbroken series

o f military honours . After he had achieved that success fo r
whi ch we are about to give h im o ur special thanks— after he had

driven back the enemy across the Sutlej , he instantly returned to

rejoin his commanding offi cer , Sir Hugh Gough . He arrived on

the 8th , two days before the decisive victory gain ed by th e forces

under Sir Hugh Gough and Sir Henry Hardinge . But for his

services in the victory o f the 28th o f January
,
I propose that

there should be a dist inct and separate vote— distinct and separate

from that which I shall re commend for that not more glorious
,

though perhaps more important achievement accomplished at a

later date by the who le British army .

i f i f i f i t

There is much to adorn and nothing to sully o ur victory
,
and

I do hope that n ow it has been achieved , i t will give lastin g

peace to India ; that a general conviction will be felt Of o ur

power— a convi ction of the superiority o f British arms that will

en sure a long enjoyment of tranquillity to that country
,
and the

application o f all o ur efforts for the improvement o f its natural

resources . I trust that this may be o ur last battle, and that here

after we sh all have nothing to do b ut to direct our attention to the

amelioration of the condition o f our Indian fellow-subj ects . In

that anticipation I am sure the House will permit me to refer to

some events and some circumstances which ma y well fi l l o ur hearts

with j oy and exultation . The two leaders o f our victorious

army
,
the Gove rn o r~Ge n e ra l and the Commander-in -Chief, have

throughout these Operations set an example o f cordial concert

and communion— a n utter forgetfulness o f themselves— to which

the happy resul t i s greatly to be attributed . Al l matters of

pun ctil l io were sacrifi ced , and Sir Henry Hardinge consented to

serve as second in command . On the other hand , there was not
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a suggestion offered by Sir Henry Hardinge which was n ot

thankfully accepted by Sir Hugh Gough .

3“ T i f

I will now refe r to a d
i

o cum e n t, not o f a public character
,
that

h a s been put into my hand since I entered the House this

evening— it is a letter from Sir Hugh Gough
,
which was

never intended to mee t the public eye, b ut it does him so much

honour that I cannot refuse myself the pleasure o f reading

it'

s as as as as as as as as as as

I am sure the House will permit me
,
among expressions o f

gratitude to the surviving conquerors , to m ingle some o f deep

regret at the loss we have sustained . On this occasion I have to

deplore the loss o f several Offi cers o f the highest reputation ; and

the fi rst I shall name, i s S ir Robert Dick . He entered the

service in 1800 . He embarked with the 78th Regiment fo r
Sicily in 1806, and was wounded in battle . He accompanied the

expedition to Egypt, and was present at the taking Of Alexandria .

He embarked with th e 42n d Regim ent in 1829
,
and was again

wounded at Fuentes d ’On o r. He commanded the second bat

talion Of the 42n d Regiment at Ciudad Rodrigo . He was at the

battl e o f Salamanca , at the storming of S t. Michel , and was

present during the siege Of Burgos . In 18 15 he was severely

wounded
,
and

,
after a life o f honour , he at last fell in the battle ,

fo r the happy result Of which we are about to make o ur grateful

acknowl edgments . On the day which deprived us fo r ever o f the

services o f Sir Rober t Dick , there also fel l Lieutenant-Colonel

Taylor
,
o f the 29th Regiment . When the father Of this gallant

Officer was Lieutenant-Colonel o f the 20th Light Dragoons
,
he

lost his life in the Peninsula . The father fell at Vim ie ra— the

so n met an equally glorious death in India, and thus did those
heroic men establish an hereditary and double claim to th e

gratitude o f the country . Lieutenant-Co lo n e l
‘

C . J . Taylor com

m an d e d the light company Of the 30th Foot, in the expedition
against Kh a lapo re , in 1827-8 ; served on the frontier during the

The documen t h ere referred to wil l b e found in ful l a t page 1 3 7 .
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Canad ian rebellion , where , in the successful attack Of a village

occupied by the rebels , b e rendered an important service com
m a n d e d a brigade O f infantry in the actions o f the 18th , 215t, and
22n d o f December, 1845 , wherein he was wounded ; the troops

sen t to keep Up th e communicat ion between Sir Harry Smith

and th e main army, whilst the former was en gaged in the opera

tions which led to th e battle of Aliwal ; and a brigade o f infantry

at th e battle of Sobraon , where he fell .

How many there are who have lost their sons and relatives in

this confl ict I need n o t say ; but I have been thrown into inter

course I could not avoid with o n e , the life o f whose gallant son

h as been sacrifi ced in this encounter ; it has been my duty, my

painful duty in some respects
,
to hold con stant communication

with Lord Fitzroy Somerset
,
whose brave offspring

,
had he sur

vive d , would h ave supported the honour Of his family, and the

military glory of h is father . Lord Fitzroy Somerset himself has

run an illustrious career . He accompanied the Duke o f Wel
l ingtou throughout all the battles o f the Peninsula

,
but his

pleasure in awarding honour to the l iving and the dead is n ow

clouded by the loss of h is so n
,
wh o , had his life been spared ,

would h ave added to his own and to his country’s reputation .

Although the rank Of Maj or Somerset hardly entitles him to

special notice
,
yet recollecting the services o f his father and the

long conn exion between him and his il lustrious chief, the House

will perhaps permit m e to Offer this poor consolation to the sor

rows o f a parent . I wish I could do just ice to my o wn feelings

b y naming many others scarcely less distinguished o r less

lamented ; but the list i s so numerous o f those entitled to grateful

remembran ce that I trust it will not be imputed to any want o f a

due sense of their claims and merits .

S ir Robert Pee l then moved the votes o f thanks , a copy o f

which is given under the report o f the House o f Lords . The

motion was seconded by Sir John Cam Hobhouse, and , after a

few words from other hon . members, the resolutions were put and

severally agreed to n em . co n .
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T HE EAST IND IA COMP ANY .

On the same day , a Special General Court o f the Proprietors

o f Stock wa s held at the East India House, fo r the purpose

Of passing a vote Of th anks to Major-General Sir Harry Smith
,

fo r his victory at A liwal , over the Sikh army ; and to General

Sir Henry Hardinge, and General Sir Hugh Gough , and to

the European and native troops who were engaged in the war o f

the Sutlej .

Sir Henry Willock , the Chairman , again presided , and proposed

the two separate resolutions which we have already given , under

th e report o f the proceedings o f the Houses o f Lords and Com

mons
.
They were seconded by J . IV. Hogg, Esq . ,M. P .

,
and

unanimousl y adopted .

T H E COURT OF COMMON COUNC IL .

At a Special Court Of the Court o f Common Council o f the

City o f London , the thanks and congratulations o f the Court were

awarded , together with the freedom of the City in gold boxes o f

the value of 100 guineas , to Lieuten ant-General Sir Henry Har

d inge, General S ir Hugh Gough , Bart . , and

Maj or-General Sir Ha rry Smith , for th e valour
,
j udg

m ent , and ability displayed by them in the recent battles Of

Aliwal and Sobraon . Also the thanks o f the Court to the other

Officers, European and native, for the intrepidity, perseverance,
a n d d iscipline evinced by them upon both o f these memorab le

o ccasions .

Her Maj esty has since been graciously pleased to direct Letters

Patent to be passed under the Great Seal , granting the d ignity

o f Viscount to Lieutenant-General Sir Henry Hardinge ,
that o f a Baron to General Sir Hugh G ough , Bart . , as

well as to confer th e dignity o f a Baronet upon Major-General

S ir Harry Smith , G .C .B.
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HOU SE OF COMMONS .

May 4 , 1846.

The order Of the day for going into committee o f the whole

House, to consider Her Most Gracious Maj esty
’s messages having

been read

Sir ROBERT PEEL moved that in accordance with that message
,

th e annual sum o f be granted to Viscount Hardinge
,
and

to Lord Gough , and the two next heirs male o f their
bodies .

The motion having been seconded by Lord John Russell
,
was

immed iately adopted .

In the course o f his speech S ir Robert Peel announced that
,
in

the event of the East India Company conferring a pension upon

these two illustrious indivi duals during their lives
,
the Government

gran ts would be confined to their successors .
Mr . HOGG subsequently announced that, at a Court of Di

rectors Of that Honourable Company
,
he had the honour of pro

posing , what h ad been unanimously adopted , that a pension Of

per annum be granted to Viscount Hardinge during his

l ifetime
,
in addition to his salary as Governor-General o f India ;

and that a pension Of per annum be likewise granted to

Lord Gough— both to commence from the period when our

troops arrived under the walls Of Lahore . Mr . Hogg remarked
,

this was the fi rst instance Of the Company granting a pension to

a Commander-in -Chief.

W e extract al so from Sir Robert Peel
’s speech the following

test imony to the SERV I CES OF TH ESE D ISTINGUI S H ED OFFICERS :

I t i s n ow forty-eight years since my gal lan t fri end, Lord Hard inge, en tered th e Bri tish
army . During h is long m i l i tary s ervice i t has been th e good for tune of my gal lan t
friend to be presen t a t numerous ac tion s i n th e Peninsula , -a t R o l e ia , a t Vim i e ra

(wh ere h e was wounded) , and, under th e command of tha t m os t gall an t , dis tinguished ,
and lamen ted officer, S ir J ohn Moore, during the re trea t to Corunna, and a t th e ba t tle
o f Corunna . A t th e ba ttl e of Co rtinn a , a t an early period of h i s l i fe, Cap tain Hardinge
was n ear S i r J ohn M oore when tha t gal l an t offi cer received h is d ea th-wound upon the
field . O f L ord Hardinge i t i s said by th e el oquen t h is torian of th e Pen insula campaign ,
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wh en describing th e ba t tl e o f Corunna, tha t Ca p tain Hardinge, a s taff-Offi c e r, wh o was
near S i r John Moore, a t temp te d to take o ff h i s sword, wh ich had en tered th e deep
wound in h i s shoulder made by the cannon sho t by wh ich h e was s truck tha t Cap tain
H ardinge proposed to S i r J ohn to unbuckl e th e sword, tha t th e tormen t occasioned by
i ts en try i n to the wound migh t be rel i ev ed ; bu t tha t S ir J ohn Moore s topped h im wi th
th i s affec ti ng speech, I t i s as wel l a s i t i s . I had ra th er i t should go ou t o f th e fi eld
wi th me . ” Th e h i s torian adds tha t , i n th i s manner, so becoming a sold i er, S ir John
Moore was born e from th e field

,
refusing to par t wi th h i s sword in th e momen t of dea th .

After th e ba t tl e o f Corunn a, S i r H . Hardinge was presen t a t th e ba ttl e o f th e Douro
,
a t

th e ba t tl e o f Ensaco, in
m

th e l i n es o f Torres V edras, a t th e ba t tl e o f A lbuera
,
a t the

t hree si eges o f Badajoz, a t th e si ege and cap tur
’

e of Ciudad Rodrigo , a t Salamanca, a t
V i t toria

,
where h e was severely wounded, a t Pampeluna, a t the ba t tl es o f th e Pyr en ees

a t Ni vel l e
,
a tNi ve , and a t O r th ez. I t wil l b e remembered, tha t my gallan t fri end wa s

a t Ligny
,
two days before th e ba t tl e ofWa terloo, and h e was only preven ted from taking

h is share i n tha t grea t ac tion by th e severe wounds h e received a t the ba t tl e Of Ligny .
W e canno t forge t wha t a distingu ish ed par t my gal lan t fri end took i n the ba t tl e o f
A l buera ; and i t i s possibl e tha t h e l earned i n tha t ac tion wh a t confidence could be
j us tly placed in th e despera te valour of Bri tish sold ier s . I t i s probabl e tha t th e re co l
l ec tion o f the ba t tl e o f A l buera, and o f th e change i n th e for tunes of tha t day

,
aecom

pl ish e d ch i efly through the val our Of the Bri tish i nfan try, may have induced my gallan t
fr iend to persevere under al l discouragemen ts i n h i s l a tter and equal ly gl orious ba t tl es

,

and to place a j us t and n o t disappoin ted confi dence i n th e enduring valour of th e
Bri tish troops .
S o much for th e services of my gal lan t friend, S i r H . Hardinge . A s I said before

,
h e

has now compl e ted for ty-eigh t years ofmil i tary serv ice . Th e career of tha t o ther gal la n t
offi cer, whom h er Majes ty has el eva ted to the Bri ti sh peerage, has n o t been l ess d is
tinguish e d . For fi fty-two years has Lord Gough served in the Bri ti sh army ; a n d no
o n e woul d have supposed from th e vigour, th e energy and th e h eroism o f h i s conduc t

,

tha t fi fty-two years of ac t ive serv i c e could have passed over h i s h ead . S i r Hugh Gough
was a t the cap ture o f the Cape o f Good. Hope, a t the a t tack o n Por to R i co

,
and a t th e

cap ture of Surinam . During th e Peninsul a war h e command ed the 87th R egimen t a t
Talavera, where h e was severel y wounded , a t Barossa , a t V i t toria, a tNive ll e , where h e
was al so severely wounded ; a t th e si eges o f Cadiz, and a t Tari fa . H e also commanded
th e Bri tish army a t Can ton , and during a ln

'

i o st a ll th e opera ti ons i n Ch i na ; and h e
was wi th th e righ t wing of th e army Of Gwal ior, wh i ch fough t and gain ed th e ba t tl e o fMah arajpo re . These are th e s ervic es rendered by th a t gal lan t Offi cer previous to th e
l a te campaign , wh en h e was Commander-i n -Ch i e f o f the army in India. I t would be
pre sumptuous i n m e to a t temp t to do j us ti c e to h i s signal servic es . I bel i eve h e i s
known to the Bri tish army as a man of th e mos t h eroic val our, and tha t h is val our and
skil l i nspire confi dence in al l those whom h e c omma nfls . I wi l l n o t sp eak merely o f h i s
valour a n d h is skil l ,— th ese are admi t ted by al l who are acquain ted wi th th e h is tory o f
o ur Peninsula and Indian wars . Bu t, I mus t take th i s Oppor tuni ty of placing upon
record an ins tance of h i s devo t ion to the s ervice Of h is coun try

,
wh i ch h e

,
probably

,

l i t tl e though t would ever be men t ion ed wi th i n th e wal l s of Parl iamen t
,
bu t wh i ch I

conceive to be a t l eas t as honourabl e to h im as any serv ices h e has rendered in th e fi eld .

A fter th e termina t ion of th e Ch in ese campaign , Lord Gough was nomina ted to the com
m and of th e forces i n Madras . I t was though t expedien t

,
a t a period subsequen t to h is

nom ina tion to th i s command, tha t the mil i tary and ci vi l command should be un i ted i n
th e hands of one person— th a t person havi ng th e advan tage o f prev ious personal com
mun icatio n wi th h er Maj es ty‘s servan ts . Lord Tweeddal e was sel ec ted fo r the govern
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men t of Madras ; and , as I have said, i t being though t desirab le i n th e circum s tances
i n wh ich tha t presidency was then placed to uni te the m i l i tary and c iv i l commands ,
Lord Tweeddal e superseded Lord Gough i n th e m il i tary command . Tha t was a severe
trial to a Bri ti sh Offi c e r— a severe trial to on e who had been v i c torious i n Ch ina . Now,

wha t was the answer re turned by Lord Gough to th e Commander- i h - Ch i e f
,
on i ts being

in tima ted to h im tha t the publ ic service required th e union of the two comm ands ?
Many offi cers woul d have fel t deeply mor tified ; bu t I consider the answer of Lord
Gough to be so honourabl e to h im , and to se t so s trik ing an exampl e of wha t i s th e du ty
o f a Bri t i sh sold i er under such c ircums tances as l have men ti oned , tha t I have deter
m in ed to presen t to th e H ouse th e l e t ter wri t ten by th e gal lan t offi cer on tha t
occasion

H e a d -

quarters, S h ipMa r io n , of Na n lci n ,
S ep tem b er 1 5, 1842.Mr LORD ,

I hav e th e honour to acknowl edge the receip t of your Lordsh ip’s l e tter o f th e
3 0th of Apri l . H owever mor tifying i t may be to me to fi nd mysel f deprived of th e
appoin tmen t to wh ich I had been so graciously n om i na ted, I beg to assure your Lord
sh i p tha t 1 h o w, wi thou t rep i ning, to any m easure tha t may be considered beneficial to
th e i n teres ts o f my coun try . To serve tha t coun try i n th e h igher walks of a profession
wh i ch I en tered as a ch i ld

,
I cam e to India, and especi al ly to Ch i na, and I trus t your

Lordsh ip wil l bel i eve
,
tha t wh i l e my S overeign considered my services useful , th ey were ,

as they ever shal l be
,
freely, and , I hope, energe tica lly rendered ; bu t when they are no

l onger required
, o r when th e publ ic exigencies in such an impor tan t por tion o f our

foreign possessions as Madras are deemed to clash wi th my individual advan tage, I
hope I may say

,
tha t I am o n e o f the l as t men in the army who woul d n o t readily

sacrifice se l f- i n teres t . My gracious Sovereign’s unsol ic i ted nomina tion of me to the
ch i ef command a t Madras was recei ved by m e wi th thankful ness ; and wh enever, for th e
fur therance o f H er Maj es ty’s serv ice

,
i t became expedien t to place ano ther i n tha t

s i tua tion, whe ther i n a single or a conj oin t capaci ty, I should no t have wished my pri
va te i n teres ts to s tand in th e way of th e publ ic good . Tha t I feel ra ther disappoin ted ,
I canno t deny ; bu t I am no t th e l ess gra teful to my Sovereign for h er gracious k i nd
ness towards me ; or the l ess sincerely and warm ly thankful to your Lordsh ip for th e
renewed proof of k ind considera tion wh i ch your l e t ter conveys . W i th th e earnes t and
anx ious prayer tha t th e union o f th e civ i l governmen t and m il i tary comm and a t Madras
may ful ly mee t th e expec ta tion s o f th e Governm en t,

I have, &c . ,

“ H . GOUGH, L i eute na n t
-Gen era l ,

Comma nd ing Exped i tio na ry L a nd Force .

”

Th i s
,
i n my opin ion

,
i s o n e of th e mos t credi tabl e l e t ters ever wri t ten by a mi l i tary

man and proved
,
I th ink

,
tha t th e wri ter was wor thy of a h igh er trus t than tha t o f

Commander a t Madras . I trus t tha t th es e ins tances o f apparen t sel f-sacrifi c e , and o f

devo tion to the true in teres ts of the mil i tary serv ice, wil l ever m ee t wi th their j us t
rewards ; and though S ir Hugh Gough , wh en h e wro te tha t l e t ter , never con templ a ted
tha t a consequence of th i s m igh t be h i s appoin tmen t to th e ch i ef command i n India ,
ye t I rej oice tha t such a nobl e devo t ion to th e pu b l ic serv ice was fol l owed by a reward
to wh ich he has proved h imsel f to be ful ly en titl ed .
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STAT ION .

L ah ore
On furl o ughMith a T owan a (D era I sm ael Kh an )
Jumm o o H ill s
P o o n ch h H il l s

Bh imb ur H il l s
Nowsh ehra H i l l s
Be e ase e H il ls
Lud akh

Syed Ghur ( fo o t o f h il ls
P ind da dul Kh an ( on J eh lum )
Ramnuggur H i l l s
Samb a H i ll s
J e sro ta H il l s

J a lun dh ur D o o ab Be e as an d Sutl ej
Ca shm e erMuzzufl'

erab ad , (near to Ca shmere )
Husso o ra (N . W . of Ca shmere )

Sh ah dura (L ah ore )
Attok
Hussun Ub d al (nearAttok)

Y o o sufzae e s (N . E . of P e sh awar )
Huzara o fAttok)
T ank (D era I sm ael Khan )Mo o l tan
Ko teMi th un (J unc ti on of Indus an d Sutl ej )
Roj han (near Sukkur)
Sye dwata

Sunghur
In th e neighbo urh o od ofMo o l tan
Ko o nj ah (near Vuze erab ad )
Koha t (P e sh awur )
D o o ab a , (near P e sh awur )
Husht nuggur (P e shawur )
In th e Kan ggra H ill s
Suraj (Ko o l o o H il l s )Muj e th e a (Umri tsir)
T e e lo ok Na th (Hill s )
W ith S irdar L ehn a S inghMuj e e th e e a
Ad e en a nuggur (H ill s )
Kusso o r ( opp o s ite Ferozep ore )
Azare e (near Umritsir)
Kupo o rth ul l a (near th e Be e a s )
Sul tanpo re ( ditto )
On th e Ferrie s of th e Sutl ej

n ear D era Gh aze e Kh an
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NEW WORKS

P UBLI SHED BY

J O H O L L I V I E R
,

59, PAL LMALL , LOND ON.

SOLD BYMESSRS . BELL AND BRADFUTE
, EDIN

BURGH,
ANDMESSRS . CURRY CO . DUBLIN .



J ust pub lic/ted ,
in D emy 8 0 0 . p r ice l s .

RAI LWAY S
AND

THEIR FUTURE IMP ROVEMENTS,
ESPECIALLY [NAMILITARY POINT OFVIEW

AN E S SAY
RECENTLY SUBMITTED TO, AND AP P ROVED

OF BY ,
THE P RUSSIANGOVERNMENT .

(From the Germa n . )



NEW W ORKS
P UBL ISHED BY

J O HN O L L I V I E R ,

.59, FAL L -MALL , L ONDON.

In 3 vols . post 8va
Dedi ca ted, by permi ssion, to Her Roya l Hi ghness th e Duchess o f

Cambridge .
T H E L E V I T E g

,

on, SCENES TWO HUNDRED YEARS AGO.

BY EL I Z ABETHMURP HY .

We have ne ver met with a. novel so full of "in cident a n d
well-defi ned chara cters. ” — N-ews of th e World .

We recomm end i t a s a n agreeable addition to the ciren
la ting l ibra ry .

”—Coa rt J ourn a l .
Full of bustle, intrigue, plots, an d escapes. ” — L z’tem r3/ Ga zette .

“Want of spa ce prevents us from deta il ing the severa l per
son age s upon whom the narra tive depends ; but suffi ce i t to saytha t ea ch i s so a dmi rably drawn, an d a number of minor plots so
skilfully woven into the main story, a dded to wh ich there appears
to have been so much investiga tion, b oth l oca l a nd personal , into
al l the facts rela ting to the subj ect, tha t it reflects the highest
credi t upon the ta lents of our authoress . ” — l}l o 7'n ing Hera ld .

Rightwell doesMi ssMurphy merit tha t roya l pa tronage with
whi ch her work has been honoured . The pure religi ous senti
ment

,
and the unwavering loya lty which i s inculca ted in these

volumes
,
would command our pra ise even were the style less

cha ste . ” — o ;tf ord a n d Camb ri dg e R eview.

In post 8vo .

,
price 23 . 6d .ME SME R I C E " P E R I E N C E 8 .

By SP ENCER r. HALL
,

Author of The Forester's Off ering," a n d
“ Ramb les in th e

Coun try .

"

“ Though strictly philosophi ca l in its principles, an d n a tura l
in its deta ils

,
this book

,
for the popula r a s well a s the scientific

rea der
,
i s as interesting a s a romance . ”



NEW WORKS

The Fourth Editi o n . 1 vo l . D emy 8vo . P rice

E O T H E N .

The best book of Ea stern T ravel tha t we know.

"
-Examin er .

Graph ic in delinea tion, anima ted in style, frank in manner,
an d artistica l in the choice an d trea tment of subj ects selected for
presenta tion .

” — Sp ecta tor .

The author has wit an d humour tha t shed an illustra tive gleam
on every object which he describes

,
pla cing it in the happiest relief.

The book i s as light a s light,’an d l ively a s life, yet there are in it
pa ssages an d scenes wh i ch would make most men grave an d
solemn .

” —Atken aeum .

In one vo l . demy 8vo . 4s. cloth .

WEALTH AND WANT ;

TA"ATION AS INFLUENCING PRIVATE RICHES
PUBLIC LIBERTY .

BY D . URQ UHART , ESQ .

The exercise of cha rity is useless, so long a s gover nment wi l l
crea te indigence .

”—Nua i lle .

For the opinions of the Press reference is ma de to the S en ti n el,
to an able article in the Oxf ord a n d Cambridge Revi ew, as w ell
as to a series of papers in theMo rn i ng P ost.



PUBLISHED BY J . OLLIVIER

In o n e vo l . po st 8vo . , price 1 08 . 6d .

E C O N OMY
o n ,

OR AP EEP AT OUR NE IGHBOURS .

A travell er P”
Y e s, I have gai ned my experi ence . ”

As You L ike I t.
We have here a p lea sant li ttle vo h ime And b e

neath th e li ght surface o f th e book an d its whimsical cordial
sketches , there reigns a sp iri t o f gentl e an d wi se '

mo ni tio n ,
li ke

a vein o f gold .

”

A very plea sant, readabl e , an d gossiping b o ok . ” — 0xf ord

a nd Cambridge Revi ew .

Th e Library Editi on . In two “

volumes , post 8vo . price 1 5s.

T H E CO UNT E S S FAU S T INA.

r

By IDA, COUNTESS HAHNHAHN.

Translated from th e German , by A . E .
II.

The C oun te ss Faustina’ i s th e b ook in whichMdme .
HahmHah n fi rst put fo rth h er full strength and d i splayed h er
p eculi ar qual iti e s. A chara cter, eccentric and fanta s
ti c , b ut full o f lif e , l ight, an d grace, made up of many qual itie s
whi ch are seldom found to gether, yet moulded into an ba rmo
nions wh ole , which n ot merely sati sfi es th e c ritic’s j udgment ,
but what i s of more impo rtance , keeps up th e reader’s inte re st
to th e e n d .

’ —Ed 2
‘

n burglz Review .

In ordering th i s book, it i s particularly requested tha t the
publishe r’s name be mentioned, to di stinguish th is transla tion from
any other.



NEW WORKS

In o n e vo l . post 8vo . , price 88 .

AG L AN C E O F B E L G I UM
AND THE RHINE .

By THOMAS RAMSAY, Esq.

The Scheld, th e goo dlyMeuse, th e rich an d vin y Rhi n e ;
a: a: a: a: at:

And al l th e B elgian streams, an d neighbourin g flo o ds o f Gaul . ”
D ray ton .

D ED ICATED BY PERMI S S ION T o H I S GRACE T HE D UKE o r

BUCCLEUCH , K.G.

“Mr. Ramsay brin gs freshn ess o f mi nd and an enj oyi ng
di spositi on to hi s trip . He h as al s o a sensible j udgment and
hi s style i s unaff ected an d n e a — Sp e cta to r .

Th e travell er in Belgium an d th e citie s upo n th e Rhi ne
will do well to provi de himself wi thMr. Ramsay’s intro ductive
volume , for it i s bo th a gui de an d compani on .

”— Be ll’sMes
senger .

A cheerful an d agreeable vo lume . "— Le eds In te ll igene er .

Contain s much that i s useful an d interesting to the conti
neutal touri st. ’ —Brz

°

sto l J ourna l .

A very pleasant volume, through W h ose pages many in te
resting facts and just ob servati ons are interspersed .

"— Liver

p o ol Stand ard .

In On e vol . smal l 8vo . 4s.

IRELAND AND THE IRISH CHURCH ,

ITS PAST AND PRESENT STATE, AND FUTURE

PROSPECTS,

BY THE RIGHT HON . LORD V ISCOUNT LIFFORD .



PUBLISHED BY J . OLLIV IER .

SKETCHES

0F

COUNTRY LIFE AND COUNTRYMATTERS .

BY

THE REV. W . B . HAWKINS ,M.A. ,
F.R . S .

Of Exeter College , Oxford
Chaplain to His Roya l H ighn ess the Duke of Cambridge .

Small 8vc . Price 33 .

In demy 8vo . with numerous Plans and D iagrams, price 15s.

THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF

ENGINEERING AND OTHER SURVEY ING .

BY CHARLE S BOURNS,M. INST . C . E .

O P INIONS OF THE P RESS .

Thi s i s a truly useful book in the second part of it we have
good an d sound pra ctica l instruction on engi neering a nd other

We have no hesita tion in saying tha t this
work wi ll be a complete gui de in the ha nds of the student. ” — T }¢e

H is pra ctice in field work an d engineering surveying general ly
is
,
of itself

,
a volume of instruction to the youn g practitioner, and

without so entering into abstruse formulae an d ma thema tica l ca l
cula tio n s a s to make the work puzzl ing, it conta ins a ll tha t i s re
quired to render it not only a source of in struction

,
but al so a

most excellent work of reference . ” —Mi n ing J ourna l .



NEW WORKS

In 2 vols. demy 8vo . price 1 8s. cloth lettered.

REFLECT IONS ON THOUGHTS AND
THINGS ,MORAL, RELIGIOUS, AND POLITICAL .

BY DAVID URQ UHART , ESQ .

Men suppose tha t their rea son h as command over their words
,

stil l it happens tha t words in return exercise authority on rea son . "
—Ba con .

In small 8vo . , price 3s. 6d .

P ROBATIO CLERICA
OR, A IDS INSELF-E"AMINAT ION to Candida tes for Holy Orders

or for those of the Clergy wh o may desire them .

BY THE REV . W. E . HEYGATE ,M.A.

We are much plea sed with the a im ofMr. W . E . He ygate
'

s

Proba tio Clerica .

’ Seeking to convey practica l instr uction to
Candi da tes for Holy Orders, it wil l be fo und most useful to those
who

,
in the way of self-examina tion, endeavour to realize the re

spon sib ili tie s of their commission . The author evidently writes
from experience . ” — C’hristi a n Rememb ra n cer .

The Proba tio Clerica’ comes before the public in connex ion
with the name of Archdea con R. W ilberforce . Useful

,
a s we

trust
,
the '

whole of th is Work may be, we look wi th e special h Ope
to the remarks upon the prepara tory education for Holy Orders . ”
Theologi an .



PUBLISHED BY J . OLLIV IER .

Demy 1 8mo . in cloth boa rds, price 23 .

THEANGL ICAN CHURCH VINDICATED
In answer toM. D ’AUBIGNE’

S Discourse, entitled GENEVA
and O"FORD .

’

BY J EREMY TAYLOR, ESQ .

In medium 8vo . bound cloth, price 1 58 .

THE THEOL D GIAN
A CHRONICLE OF ANCIENT ANDMODERN D IV IN ITY
AND UN IVERSAL CHRISTIAN LITERATURE.

Vol . I
Amidst the crowd of competitors in the line chosen by thi s

publica tion, few bri ng into play grea ter ea rnestness of spirit, or
more judicious management : it i s wha t it professes to b e a

chronicle of ancient an d modern divinity
,
an d universa l christian

litera ture . ’

f ,
The Theologian i s a lso published on the first of every

se c ond month, price 38 . 6d . each No .

In 1 Vol . demy 8vo .
, price WITH TWENTY -FOUR

ILLUSTRAT IONS
,
engraved by W . G.Ma son

,
from designs by

We iga ll .

HAR R Y MO W BRAY ,

BY CAP TAIN KNO" .

Author of HARDNESS
,

”

&c . &c .



NEW WORKS

In 1 vol . foolscap 8vo . , price 53 .

T H E O L D R LVE R

OR,
THE CHRON ICLE OF THE RH INE .

BY CAPTA IN KNO" .

This i s a very lively an d plea sant volume . It is true tha t
some of Capta in Knox’s legends are familiar to a ll readers

,
but

even where he has lea st of novelty in ma tter, he h a s so much
viva city in manner

,
an d illustra tes h is ancient lore with so many

modern instances
,
tha t we enter qui te into the spirit of hi s nar

ra tions, an d feel no ennui though we know the deta ils an d the
denouements before . Before we copy one of the legends, an amusing
mira cle

,
an d fa ir specimen of the rest

,
we sha ll b eg leave to quote

a few pa ssages a s evidence of the ta lent we have a llowed to these
pages .

”—L z
’

tera ry Ga zette .

In a ddition to the art of selecting the most striking points of
a. story

,
an d sinking the trivia l, which cha ra cterises a ll good

ra con teurs, Capta in Knox, the author of Hardness,’ infuses into
his na rra tive the spirit of an extensive knowledge of life, wh ich
enables him to exhibit h is persons with their distinctive tra its
though it i s only in pa ssing, he h a s a lso a just apprecia tion of pa st
an d present times, which i s presented quietly an d apropos both
being qualities tha t a mere writer, however skilful, does not
a lways possess, an d for wh ich elegant composition is a sorry sub
stitute . The Old R i ver may be rea d with plea sure on the Rhine,
or any other pla ce . ” -Sp ecta tor.

ELEGANT PRESENT
,

handsomely bound in ultramarine cloth gilt
,
1 5s .

D AY D R EAMS
BY CHARLE S KNO" ,

Author of HARDNESS
,

” RITTMEISTER’S BUDGET
,

”

&c .

WI TH TWENTY ILLUSTRATIONS engraved by W . G.Ma son
,
from

Designs on Wood by H . WARREN .



PUBLISHED BY J . OLLIV IER .

In foolscap 4to .
,
with ornamenta l Wrapper, price 28 . 6d .

THE SP IRIT OF THE P OLKA.

Being an Historica l an d Ana lytica l Disquisition on the preva iling
Epidemic

,
its Origin an dMi ssion .

BY CAP TAIN KNO" .

A very clever an d amusing, brochure . We are curious to
know the history of the three I rish P olka s ; they are certa inly
very plea sing a irs

,
an d are suffi cient of themselves to recommend

the book .

”

In 3 Vols . post 8vo .

R I V AL R Y ,

BY H E N R YMI L T O N
, E S Q .

Mr.Milton ha s succeeded in producing a novel which will be
rea d with interest and remembered with plea sure . It i s the
production of a gentleman possessed of judgment, penetra tion, and
ta ste

,
an d i s, in every respect, far superior to the host of fa shion

able novel s usually published in the course of a London sea son .

The tone in which it is written is good
,
the mora l clea r

, and the
sentiments expressed just

,
sensible

,
an d manly .

”



NEW WORKS PUBLISHED BY J . OLLIV IER .

In one vo l . demy 8vo . with map, price 1 25 .

THE PRESENT STATE
OF

T H E T U RKI S H EMP I R E .

BYMARSHALMARMONT .

W I TH

NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE RELATIONS OF
ENGLAND WITH TURKEY AND RUSSIA .

BY L IEUT o
' COL ONEL S IR FREDERIC SMITH

, K.H .

Of the Corps of Roya l Engin eers.

In demy 8vo . pri ce 78 .

A VOLUME OF
P OL ITICAL PAMP HLETS ON IRELAND ,

HER

PRESENT COND ITIONAND FUTURE PROSPECTS.

In 3 vols . demy 8vo .
,
price 21 s .

A COLLECTION OF IMPORTANT
PAMP HLETS ON THE CORNa LAWS .

BY VARIOUS CONTRIBUTORS .

In 1 vol . demy 8vo . ,
price 78 .

T H E MI L L O C RAT ,

AND OTHER PAMPHLETS .

BY G . C . H'OLLAND , M. D .


