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THE roLLOWING sketches of Mysore and Coorg are
based upon notes made during the course of several
tours through those provinces, to which has been
added such information from published official reports,
and other sources, as could be comprised within
moderate limits. The other papers contain obser-
vations recorded at the time, and old reminiscences.
The letters from my wife to her friends at home
will perhaps afford a lively 1dea of first impressions in
India, and, although placed at the end of the book, as
sweets come after solids, many may think that, being
more digestible, they should take precedence of the
heavier articles.
For the sake of uniformity, the scientific system of
spelling oriental names has been generally followed,
but 1t has not been thought necessary to alter the old
familiar mode of writing in the case of such well-
known names as Mysore, Seringapatam, Coorg, Banga-

lore, &c.

L. BowrineG.

Torquay: May 1871.
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MYSORE,

HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE.

_h

ABOUT four years ago, a more animated discussion than
usually arises on Indian subjects took place in Parlia-
ment regarding the future of the Mysore province, and
an anhouncement by the Secretary of State that Her
Majesty’s Government had recognised, on certain con-
ditjeps, the adoption of a son made by the sovereign
of the territory, was received with satisfaction.
It 18 proposed in this paper to give some account of

a country which is the second in rank of the Queen’s
feudatory provinces’in India, and which, in many other
respects, 18 not devoid of interest.
Mysore has an area of about 28,000 square miles, a
pepulation of four millions, and a revenue of more than
one million sterling. It 1s greater in extent than some

* European kingdoms; and although the population 1is
only 143 to a square mile, and 1s therefore much less
than ghat of most European States, or than that of
Bengal and the North-west Provinces, it i3 nearly the
same as that of the Punjab and the Madras Presidency.
The taxation falls at the rate of about five shillings per
head, while of the total income nearly four-fifths are

4 realised from land revenue.
B




2 %ORE, HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE.

The tables at foot ' gize the details of the population
in 1869-70, and of the government revenue and charges

from all sourcey in 1868-69.2
Féw parfs of Indi g a more diversified surface

than Mysore. An’ orogphical map of -thj country

1 1. Population. 2. Revenue, o
1. Hindus . . 3,830,679 1. Land Revenue . 55“72
9. Jains . . 12,623 | 9. Forests . . 3’51 476
3. Native Christians* 8, 186 8. Excise . 9, 66 510
4. Musalmans 189 272 4. Customs . . 7 19 167
6. Eurasians. . 2 866 | b5. Assessed Taxes (Moturfa) 3 79 425
6. Europeans® . 4, 151 6. Salt . , 14 429
* _— 7. Stamps ~ 3, 40 131
Total . 4,066,760 | 8. Post Office <.’37,620
9. Law and Justice 1, 15 348
10. Police 7,545
11. Education . - 20,171
{2. %lhfoella.nﬁoo::l - . 1 00 14’{
* Tt is believed that a con- 3. Military Orce . 7,92
siderable number of Caste 14. Publio Works . 7 4 726
?ﬁ?&ﬁs aro comprised In Total Rupees ., 108,78,278
. —_—
qiorg hcludes  Luropean - sol- Equal to . £1,087,827
3. Charges.
Rupees Rupecs
1. Refunds . 15, 142 Brought forward
2. Land Revenue 9, 00,769 | 13. Medical Services 1,08,214
3. Forests . 1 ,19,950 14. Stationery and
4. Excise . : 20,165 Printing . 64,648
5. Assessed Taxes 844 | 15. Treaty Asai ments
6. Stamps. . 18,163 and Allowa.nces 26,71,1566
7. Mint . 820 | 18. Miscellaneous 82,904
8. Post Office . . 1,283816 | 17. Charitable Institu-
0. Palace Charges and tions and Pensions 3,606,988

Public offices . 14,88,187 | 18. Mysore Local Force 11 18 324
10. Law and Justice . 10,81,959 | 19. Public Works De-

11. Police . . 6,165,817 partment ., . 16,49,856
12. Eduecation, Science —
and Art . . 1,81,280 Total Rupees . 104,12,941
Carried forward . Equal to . . £1,041,294

3
? This year is taken in preference to 1869-70, as in that year some of
the instalments of revenue were postponed till 1870-71, thereby affecting
the receipts.




SURFACE. —RAINFALL. 3

would exhibit an immense plateau, studded, either
with bold 1solated hills, called drugs (droogs), or with
ranges, some of which attain, on the western frontier,
an altitude of nearly 7,000 feet above the sea. Scarcely
a single square mile of level ground can be found on
the plateau, the surface being everywhere undulating.
The great station of Bangalore has an elevation of
3,031 feet, but, from this point, excepting a few other
places in 1ts vicinity, the general level of the country
falls away on all sides, the southern part of the pro-
vince, under the Nilgiri hills, being less than 2,000 feet,
while the northern frontier at Harihar shows a height
of only 1,800 above the sea. The same tendency 1s
observable towards the east, as also on the western
border, till one reaches the stupendous mountain ranges
which separate Mysore from the districts of Canara on
the coast.

The height of the Mysore plateau, 1n a latitude where
the continent of India is only 350 miles across, gives
1t the full benefit of both the north-east monsoon in the
beginning of winter, and the south-west in the rainy
8eason.

The average rainfall yearly at Bangalore is about
35 inches, but there is a striking difference between
the fall on the east and the west sides of the province,
the yearly average in some of the eastern subdivisions
being only 15 to 20 inches, while on the western ghats
1t frequently amounts to more than 100 inches.

The country is well watered, both by streams and
artificial means, and is therefore productive ; but, with
the exception of a few favoured localities, it 13 very

B 2




4 MYSORE, HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE.

feverish, owing partly to the great alternations of
temperature to which it is subject, and also to the
malaria produced by the decomposition of the sienite
rock which covers the province. The dense jungles on
the borders have also a prejudicial effect on health.

Mysore 1s divided into three divisions, and eight dis-
tricts, as follows :—

1. Nandidroog. 2. Ashtagram. 3. Nagar. -

Bangalore (Bengalur)  Mysore (Maisir) Shimoga
Toomkoor (Tumlnir) Hasan Kadoor (Kadhir)
Koélar Chitaldroog (Chitaldrug)

This division was made a few years ago for purposes
of administrative convenience, but the nature of the
country and the habits of the people differ widely in the
several districts, and 1t is therefore proposed to give such
details of the peculiarities of each as may be comprised
within the moderate limits of this paper.

NANDIDROOG DIVISION.—BANGALORE.

Bangalore being the present head-quarters of the
Mysore administration, the district of that name first
deserves mention. It has an area of 2,586 square
miles, a population of 659,000, and yields a revenue
from all sources of 180,000.

The foundation of the town of Bangalore is attn-
buted to a prince who arrived in the country in a
starving state, and was entertained, somewhat after the
fashion of King Alfred, by a woman who gave him
some beans called ¢ Bengalu’ to eat,in commemoration
of which, the grateful chief, when he succeeded in




EARLY HISTORY OF BANGALORE.—KEMPE GAUDA. 5

establishing his sway, called the scene of his adventure
Bengaluru, or the City of Beans, corrupted in English
to Bangalore. Another tale relates that the first ruler
of note was one Vira Gauda, who, to preserve the fair
fame of his daughter, who was persecuted by an 1m-
portunate suitor of rank, fled from Kénjeveram, in the
Madras presidency, and established himself at Bangalore,
of which he after some time obtained possession. Little
Interest attaches to the history of this family till the

time of Kempe Gauda, or the Red Chief, who having
discovered some hidden treasure at Alsur, in the

neighbourhood of the town, proceeded at once to
strengthen his position by building a fort, within which
he erected a temple dedicated to his family gods.
About this time the authority of the kings of the
Anagundi family, who, for several centuries, had reigned
at Vijayanagar on the Tungabhadra river, was waxing
faint, and a host of small barons called Palegars (from
paliam, a subdivision of a country) sprang up, each
helping himself to as much territory as he could seize
and hold. Among these, Kempe Gauda occupied a
conspicuous place ; but not content with fortifying his
abode 1n the plains, he, ike the other Palegars, sought
for a stronghold to which he might betake himself in
troublous times. Twenty-eight miles from Bangalore,
in the heart of a rugged hill country, is a superb granite
rock, 4,024 feet above the sea, called Sdvandrug. It has
bold precipitous sides, and can only be approached by
a narrow and steep ascent up the face of the hill, which
18 covered with thick jungle, and 1n 1ts numerous sharp
turns offers formidable obstacles to an attacking force.
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The most singular feature in the hill fortresses called
Drugs, or droogs (from a Sanskrit word signifying in-
accessible), of which there are more than twenty in
Mysore ranging from 3,000 to 5,000 feet in height, is
that water, generally of good quality, 1s almost in-
variably found on the summit of these mountains. This
circumstance naturally led to these precipitous fortresses
being selected as strongholds for offensive and de-
fensive purposes, and, as all the easier approaches were
strengthened by double walls, bastions, and gateways,
the reduction of such forts was, in olden time, only to
be accomplished by treachery.!

Having selected Sdvandrug as his place of refuge,
Kempe Gauda added to the natural strength of the
rock by throwing up stone walls wherever the sides of
the hill were not inaccessible, and so formidable was
the fortress deemed to be, that i1t was never captured
by any native commander, the sohd walls remaining to
this day to attest the excellence of the materials em-
ployed in building them.

The arduous task of reducing this stronghold was,
however, successfully accomplished by Lord Cornwallis’
army in the first war with Tippu Sultan, notwithstand-
ing the extreme difficulty of dragging artillery over the

1 An interesting account might be written of the more remarkable
forts in India, such as Deogin in the Deccan, which is scarped all round
perpendicularly to a height of 1Q0 feet; Bandogarh in the Réwa territory,
which is surrounded by & morass well-nigh impassable; the famous
fortress of Chitér, celebrated in the annals of Réjput chivalry; Singgarh,
the scene of Sivaji's principal exploi¢; the vast stronghold of Rothés on
the river S6n, in Behér; Kalinjar, the key of Bundelkhand ; Rintimbér,
Riyési, and many others noted in past times, not to speak of those which

have acquired historical renown in our own days, such as Trichinopoly,
Seringapatam, Delhi, Lucknow, &ec,




BANGALORE CHOSEN AS A SITE FOR BRITISH TROOPS.

rugged stony country beneath it, the formidable nature
of the defences, and the number of guns placed 1n posi-
tion. The garrison lost heart and fled, although, if
defended by men of resolution, the fort might long
have held out against the British force.

During the feeble rule of Kempe (Gauda’s successors,
Bangalore fell successively into the hands of the Musal-
man sovereigns of Vijayapur or Beejapoor, and the
Mahrattas, and was finally sold by Kdsim Khan, a gene-
ral of the Emperor Aurangzeb, to the Mysore Raja,
then rapidly rising in 1mportance.

When Haidar Ali had usurped power in Mysore, he
strengthened the fortifications of Bangalore, while the
town itself was protected by a deep ditch and a dense
thicket, so that, on the place being stormed in 1791 by
Lord Cornwallis’ army, the loss of the British was rather
heavy.

After the capture of Seringapatam in 1799, English
troops were stationed at that place for many years, but,
on fever of a virulent type breaking out and continuing
persistently, it was determined to select a more salu-
brious locality. The elevation of Bangalore, and its
position on the high road from Madras to Mysore,
pointed 1t out as a fitting place for the new head-
quarters, and the troops were accordingly removed
thither. It has many advantages in regard to climate
and situation, but there is a great deficiency of water,
and 1n seeking sites for new barracks, an egregious
error has been committed in building them on an ex-
posed site, withoyt a drop of water, and 1n close proxi-
mity to the draingge of the station. Little attention
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seems to have been paid to the opinion of those best
qualified to advise on so important a question, for a far
better site, with an ample water supply, and removed
from the noxious influences of foul drainage, was avail-
able to the eastward of the Alsur reservour.

To add to the blunders about the site, the arsenal
was left 1n the fort, several miles off, on the further side
of the native town, while thousands of pounds have
been spent on palatial barracks, indifferently built, and
standing on a plateau where nothing will vegetate, and
where there 1s not space for a single officer’s house.

The presence of a large British force speedily at-
tracted to Bangalore the usual surrounding of traders,
and a further impetus was given to its growing pro-
sperity by the transfer to it of the civil administration
of the province when the government was taken out of
the hands of the late Mahdaraja Krishnard) m 1831.
Again, on the opening of the raillway in 1864, the town
became the nucleus of the trade of the whole country,
and the population has increased so largely that 1t now
ranks next to Madras among the cities of Southern
India. According to a census taken two years ago, the
population amounted to 132,000, of which the can-
tonment contained 79,000, and the old town 53,000
inhabitants. The bulk of the population i1s Hindu,
there being only 11,000 Musalmans, 3,900 Europeans
(including English soldiers), and 2,500 Eurasians.

According to popular tradition, the city 18 destined
to still further expansion. On some of the eminences
in the vicinity are picturesque htt]e temples, called
‘ Mantapams,” which are assigned as ®the future limits




CLIMATE.— GARDENS. 0

of the place, two of them being far beyond the inha-
bited quarters.

The climate seems to be equally suited to Europeans
and natives, epidemics being of rare occurrence, and
other diseases of a mild character. In proof of its
salubrity, it may be observed that, although 1t is situ-
ated 1n the 13th degree of north latitude, and therefore
exposed to a tropical sun, the English soldiers are in
the habit of playing cricket on the parade-ground for
eight months of the year without any ill effects.

If well watered, and if partially protected from the
sun, European fruits and vegetables attain a perfection
which 1s rare in India, and at the monthly shows, held
In the neat market-place in the cantonment, a stranger
will be surprised to see the interest taken by the native
gardeners in the improvement of their stock, and the
Intelligent competition to which these periodical ex-
hibitions have given rise. Both fruits and vegetables,
however, rapidly deteriorate in the absence of a fresh
supply of seeds yearly. In the Public Garden, called
the Lal Bigh, the formation of which is attributed to
Haidar AL, the visitor might at first imagine himself
transferred to a purely European pleasure-ground, till,
advancing, he sees the gorgeous creepers, the wide-
spreading mangos, and the graceful betel-nut trees
which characterise the east. The garden is a beautiful
retreat, and is frequented by all classes, the natives
being attracted to it mainly by the menagerie attached
to 1t.. Of late years, the Government of India have
shown a laudable desire to encourage, on the part of
the people of ‘the country, an interest in all that
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humanises and refines the mind, instead of treat-
ing them like an 1nexhaustible milch-cow; and the
formation at great stations of horticultural gardens,
menageries, and museums has been productive of the
best effects.

Owing to its superior climate, and to its being within
easy reach of Madras, Bangalore has acquired an 1m-
portance which would never have been anticipated.
The non-official Europcan population 1s large, and
yearly increasing, while property is beginning to
acquire a great value, land already selling for building
purposes at a high rate. The commercial interests
which have grown up during a long and settled rule
demand attention, while the British (Goveinment has
spent large sums on military buildings. The sovereignty
of the soil 18, however, vested In the Maharaja, and it
therefore will be a question for anxious consideration
how to secure best the interests of all parties when the
young chief attaing his majority. It i1s extremely 1m-
probable, on the one hand, that his officials would
eficiently administer civil and criminal justice, and
supervise municipal matters in a large station full of
Europeans; while, on the other, the interests of the
non-military population are far too weighty to be made
over to ordinary military tribunals.

The only solution which will avert serious complica-
tions hereafter, appears to be the surrender by the
Maharaja to the British Government of the town and
station of Bangalore, together with such portion of the
entourage as may be essential for public purposes, the
jurisdiction being placed in the hands of a civil officer
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instead of the military authorities. The time has gone
by when military tribunals could deal properly with
all the litigation that may arise in great stations in
India, as cases of a complicated nature which demand
experienced judges frequently arise, while house pro-
perty 1s far too valuable to be dealt with summanily.
All power of appropriating private houses for military

purposes ought to be put an end to, it being the duty
of the English Government to provide residences for

their officers, should they not be able to do so them-
selves. The former custom of reserving certain houses
within particular limits for military occupation, tends
to deteriorate the value of the property, and is neither
necessary nor excusable at the present time,

The Mysore State pays to the British Government
250,000/. yearly for the protection afforded by the
troops quartered in the territory ; but those troops now
cost about 360,000/., owing to the great rise in prices,
and the enhanced cost of maintaining the various
military departments since the treaty was onginally
made with the Raja. It would, therefore, appear fair
to assume the latter sum as the basis of calculation,
and to purchase from His Highness the sovereignty
of Bangalore, and of a sufficient circle of jurisdiction
around 1t, ceding to him the island of Seringapatam,
which belongs to the British Government, although it
18 rented by the Raja at a valuation of double its
present 1ncome.

It is to be observed, however, that Bangalore is
now of great value, .not so much from its yearly
receipts, as from the circumstance that the British
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(Government has expended there a large capital on
military buildings. Again, the Raja may urge that
he does not require in these peaceful times so large a
force as is now stationed at Bangalore,! and that it
is a mere matter of convenience to the British
(Government to retain so many European troops at so
salubrious a station. Should circumstances render
necessary a fresh treaty, he will be able to obtain
more favorable terms than might at first sight be
imagined. The former treaties being still in force,
and actually adhered to in judicial questions, not
without occasional inconvenience, his sovereignty can-
not be challenged, and he appears to have a vantage
ground, which he may fairly employ in demurring to
any enhancement of the subsidy now paid by him,
unless an equivalent abatement 1s made for any terri-
tory ceded by him.

Assuming the income of Seringapatam at 2,500/
yearly, its value at twenty years’ purchase would be
50,000/. ; whereas, the value of Bangalore, exclusive
of all municipal income, would be at least four times
as great. Seringapatam would, however, be specially
important to the Raja, as being the seat of his ancestors,
and invested with a sacred character, so that a mere
money payment would not represent its value ac-
curately. If ceded to the Raja, it would be neces-
sary to stipulate against the fortress being further

strengthened.

1 It consists of 1 Regt. of European Cavalry; 1 Regt. of European
Infantry ; 3 Batteries of European Artillery; 2 Regts. of Native Infantry;
and 3 Compenies of Sappers.



HAIDAR ALI'S PALACE.—BANGALORE CANTONMENT. 13

The administration of the province was for thirty-
seven years carried on in an ancient palace in the
Bangalore fort, which was built by Haidar Al, and
was, according to a pompous inscription let into the
wall, the admiration of the heavens. It 1s in some
respects interesting, as connected with the history of
the usurper and his son, but is architecturally insignifi-
cant and in a dilapidated state, while the fort itself,
though noteworthy as the place of captivity of many
Englishmen, and, among others, of Sir David Baird,
during the war with Tippu Sultdn, 1s no longer
formidable.

Within the last few years, a fine range of public
offices has been erected close to the military station.
Should the Raja, on attaining his majority, reside per-
manently at Mysore, like his predecessor, this building
would be useful to the British Government.
Like all great military stations in India, the can-
tonment of Bangalore 18 a heterogeneous assemblage of
people of various nationalities and speaking several
languages. In its bazars and streets are to be seen
the enterprising Tamilian merchant, employé, or
servant; Telugu-speaking Brahmans, gardeners and
sepoys ; Kanarese agriculturists, shepherds, and bul-
lock-drivers; the proud and dignified Musalman, de-
spising his Hindu compatrot, and dishking though
fearing the foreigner; stray Arabs, Afghans, and
Parsis, slender and dark Eurasians, and sturdy and
fair Englishmen. It is hard to say what particular
race predominates, or in what city of India one finds
oneself, for there is a general resemblance in all
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military stations, though few wear so KEuropean a
guise as Bangalore, with its many churches and its
numerous attractive gardens.
Passing from the cantonment to the town hard by,
there 18 no mistaking the fact that one 18 in the centre
of a population which 18 almost exclusively Kanarese
In origin and in language. Intrusive Europeans are
rarely met with, and even the Musalmans are so few
In number as scarcely to attract attention, save in
particular localities where a small mosque denotes
their presence. Hindu life 1s here seen in its native
simplicity, everything conveying the impression of
that unchanging oriental type which has characterised
for thousands of years the Indian existence, and which
lies deep below the surface of western refinement.
The tinkling of small bells, morning and evening, in
the heavy and quaintly-carved temples, betokens the
offering up of the daily sacrifice according to the
primitive Hindu custom, strings of white jasmins being
thrown at the feet of the idols, or the lingam, by de-
vout worshippers, who creep into the narrow doorway
which leads into the mystical and dark sanctum,
where 18 placed some personification of the deity.
When the sun first shows himself above the horizon,
high-caste Brahmans are to be seen resorting to the
city tank, where they pour water over their heads and
shoulders, and recite silently the sacred Gdyatr1 verse,
as they make their ablutions. As the day advances,
the petty shopkeepers, who do not seem in Mysore to
be such early risers as in other parts of India, display
their wares, whether for food or for dress, in the most
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tempting manner, those of the same trade having their
shops In close proximity to one another 1n a rivalry
which would seem to be injurious. Baskets full of
the various grains of the country, or of betel leaves
tied up in bundles of one hundred leaves, garlands of
white and yellow flowers tastefully tied together with
threads, small platters of betel nut chopped into four
pieces, heaps of cotton and silk goods, piled one on the
top of another, and trays of sweetmeats of every kind,
melting in the sun and swarming with flies, meet the
eye, everything being exposed in open shops.

There 1s little of the brlliancy which attracts in
European shops, or even of the show in some of the
great towns of Northern India, nor i1s Bangalore re-
markable for any manufactures, except carpets of rare
quality, rugs, and articles of mixed silk and cotton.
Nevertheless, some of the leading merchants are men
of substance, and bear the honourable appellation of
Shetti, which entitles them to wear a gold signet-ring,
to be accompanied in processions by smaller city func-
tionaries, and to immunity from certain taxation. They
trade largely in grain, exporting the millets and pulses
of the province, and importing rice from the low
country. Their greed 1s sometimes complained of, and
in a time of famine it 18 difficult to resist the clamor
of the poorer classes, and to refuse to interfere arbi-
trarily with prices as the ancient rulers did under
similar circumstances. Itis doubtful, however, whether
Indian traders are more rapacious than those of other
countries, and, although they rarely bestow money, they
readily give grain to the needy, while the more wealthy
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have founded resting-places, called chhatrams, where
travellers put up, and where food is distributed gratis
to the higher castes. The character of the native
bankers stands as high as that of any bankers in
the world, breach of commercial honesty, as regards
the due acceptance and payment of bills, being almost
unknown among them.

There are no native merchants, however, in Southern
India to rival the millionaires of Amritsar, Agra, or
Bombay, so that the trading classes, keen as they are
about their own affairs, exercise no influence whatever
over the administration of the country. Again, the
landed arnstocracy, which existed prior to the ascen-
dancy of the Mysore Rajas and the wusurpation of
Haidar Ali, 1s absolutely extinct, so that neither land nor
money conveys that right which should give importance
to the possessor. The result 1s that both the commer-
cial and agricultural communities are as a bundle of
sticks, the whole of the authority of the province being
in the hands of the officials, nine-tenths of whom are
Brahmans. Many of these are men of great ability,
and some bear a very high reputation for integrity and
zeal in the service of Government, but, as they all, to a
man, hold land, it is obwviously difficult to carry out any
measures of reform which may affect their interests in
the soll. In many parts of India, native officials are
prohibited from holding land in the districts where they
serve, but such a prohibition 1s 1mpossible in Mysore,
where the practice is universal, and a declaration only
of the fact 1s therefore exacted.

Owing to the numerical strength, the superior talents,
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and the landed influence of the Brahman servants of
(Government, and moreover to the fact that the chief of
the State has richly endowed and supported the Hindu
temples of the province, it 13 not surprising that Mysore
should be a superstitious priest-ridden country. In
fact, the Brahmans are all-powerful, and, although some
of them are excellent men, it is natural that they should
be tenacious of the authority so long wielded by them-
selves and their predecessors.

Let no one suppose that a missionary has only to
show his face and conquer in Southern India, and that -
native superstitions and false creeds will vanish like a
mist before the rising sun. The Indian mind is now
passing through a period of unbelief, despising secretly
what 1t professes openly, but as far as ever from adopt-
ing Christianity in lieu of the old faith of the Hindus.
The influence of Brahmans being still paramount, i¢
13 extremely unlikely, humanly speaking, that they
should, of their own accord, open a flood-gate which
would sweep them away into the open ocean of no-caste,
where they would be lost amidst the myriads of their
inferiors. The secular education taught in government
schools seems but to have the effect of sharpening their
wits, and of supplying them with ready and derisive
sarcasms on the religion of Europeans. Nor 18 1t an
easy matter for the ablest missionary to contend with
and vanquish the astute Brahman of the South, who,
by equivocation or silence, can effectually baffle his
adversary, or, by complimenting him on his learning,

adroitly change the subject.
According to a Kanarese proverb, ¢ Hennu, mannu,

C
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hana,” that is, ¢ Woman, land, and money,’ are the
principal objects of desire to man, and 1t 1s certain that
the Brahmans have acquired their full share of the last
two. In an agnicultural country hike Mysore, where
80 large a proportion of the revenue comes from the
land, the local influence of individuals of course depends
upon the extent of their possessions, and the desire to
hold land may be said to extend to all classes, far more

than 1s the case in Europe. The poor, as well as the
rich, endeavour to secure land for cultivation, and 1n

former days 1t was even the custom to pay the police
and the rural levies, either wholly or partially, by
assignments of land. In times of scarcity, such as
periodically visit India, when the month’s pay of a
needy official will purchase only a few pounds of grain,
scarcely sufficient to support the lives of himself and
his family, the possession of an acre or two of land 1s a
valuable addition to his income.

In the vicinity of Bangalore, owing to the rapid in-
crease 1n the population and consequent wealth of the
place, land, whether for agricultural or building pur-
poses, has acquired an enhanced value. The soil 1s
mostly of a rich red colour, like that of Devonshire,
and when the rainfall is abundant, is very productive,
while the tillage 1s carefully attended to by the ryots,
who are skilful cultivators, ploughing their lands three
or four times over, and using manure extensively. It
1S their custom to sow two or three kinds of seed 1n
parallel rows in the same field, and one consequently
sees, growing together, the five-headed ragi, a small
species of millet, which, when made into pudding, 1s the
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staple food of the people; ballar, a creeping bean with
a sweet-scented white flower ; and jdl4, a large kind of
millet, which grows to a height of several feet. In dry,
that 1s, unirrigated land, are also grown various kinds
of pulses—the castor-oill plant, sesamum, and horse
gram, which, unlike the gram used in the north of

India, 1s 2 bean and not a pea. A lttle cotton sufh-
cient for household consumption is also grown, but the

people do not appreciate the foreign species, alleging
that they are not so hardy as the indigenous kind.

As the several crops that are grown in the same
field ripen at various periods, a difficulty at once pre-
sents 1tself to the introduction of Enghsh reaping
machines, nor are the holdings of the ryots sufficiently
large to admit of their growing the different crops in
separate fields. They prefer to have, if possible, a
little of everything, and cling fondly to the methods of
cultivation pursued by their forefathers, whose pre-
judices they hold in the utmost respect. The most
splendid shower of rain at the driest season of the
year, when 1t 1s urgently wanted for ploughing pur-
poses, will not induce the ryot to take his bullocks to
the field on a Monday.

At a trial made some years ago of English reaping
instruments, ploughs, and threshing machines, the
natives objected to both the former, the reaping
machines being useless for the reason above given,
while the ploughs were not considered light enough
for the bullocks of the Mysore -cultivators. The
objection to the threshing machines, which were, 1n

other respects, admired, was the heavy cost, and, unless
Cc 2
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they can be made at an outlay to the ryot of 2/. or 3/,
1t 13 unlikely that they will ever be extensively used
1n India.

In land irngated by tanks, or artificial reservoirs,
with which Bangalore 1s abundantly supplied, and
which number more than 20,000 in the whole pro-
vince, paddy of several kinds,' sugar-cane, and mulberry
are grown, together with betel-leaf, cocoa-nuts, plan-
tains, and the betel-nut tree, the fruit of which,
however, 1s of inferior quality, compared with that of
the western districts.

Wells are abundant round Bangalore, water being
near the surface in all the valleys, and a great vanety
of vegetables 1s raised in the land thus irngated. The
well chiefly used is the rude Yatam or Pekotta, con-
sisting simply of a fulcrum stem, with a cross stem, and
a drawing rod. The water 1s raised from the well by
one person standing on the cross stem, and emptied
into the field by another. Vegetables are brought to
the markets daily for sale, as also strawberries and
apples, which, at certain seasons, are of excellent
quality, and yield a handsome profit to the gardeners.

A great proportion of the Bangalore ryots are by
caste Wokkaligaru, Kunbis, Reddis, and Tigalaru, the
last being gardeners of Tamil origin. It may be
remarked, however, that all classes hold land, and
know something of agriculture.

The cultivators, as a body, in the neighbourhood of
Bangalore, are well off, and both they and their wives,
when they visit the city on fair-days, make a show

! More than twenty varieties exist.
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of their wealth, in truly oriental style, by wearing
jewellery and bangles. There is a good deal of sturdi-
ness in the Mysore ryot, who 1s not slow to speak
his mind, if his interests are aflected, presenting in this
respect a remarkable contrast to the subservient and
cringing Bengali. Some attempts have been made to
impart a little education to him by the formation of
schools within small circles, but he 1s not fond of
learning, and thinks that his children will neglect the
plough for their books. If his crops are good, and
the government officials keep aloof, he 1s perfectly
happy, nor has the spread of education as yet affected
greatly the original constitution of the village com-
munities, which are complete little worlds 1n them-
selves.

In the phrase ¢ bard baldti,” or the twelve professions,
1s comprised all that is essential to willage life; but
although twelve 1s the recognised number, the details
vary occasionally,! while the Government takes no note
of any of the village officials, except the following :—
1. Gauda or Patél; 2. Shanabhdg; 3. Téti; 4. Taldn;
5. Nirganti. Of these the Gauda 1s the head-man of
the community, and the channel of communication
with Government, being responsible for the collection
,of the revenue, The (Gaudas are of various castes,
but are scarcely ever Brahmans, except where the

! Ordinarily the following comprise the Barabaloti :

1. Gauda. 7. Carpenter.
2. Shénabhég. 8. Potter.
3. Téta. 9. Curner.
4, Talér 10. Barber.

6. Nirganti. 11. Washerman.
6. Ironsmith. 12. Priest.
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original head-men have disappeared, and their autho-
rity has been usurped by the Shanabhogs. The latter
are always Brahmans, and as they keep the wvillage
accounts, and have much influence in assessing the
land, they often fleece the people and defraud the
(Government, being alike avaricious and untrustworthy.
Although nominally holding their land and perquisites
at the pleasure of the State, 1t 18 no uncommon cir-
cumstance for a Shanabhdg to partition by will among
his family his official emoluments, and the disputes
that arise about the succession to this lucrative post
give more trouble to the revenue officers than any
other class of cases.

The Téti is a village servant who performs various
menial offices. The Talian 1s the watchman, who
guards the crops, conveys messages for the head-man
and accountant, and assists them in carrying the revenue
collections to the Government treasury. The Nirganti
(from ¢niru,” water, and ¢ gante,” to measure ) distributes
to the cultivators the water of the tanks, it being his
special duty to work the sluices, and to provide against
mishap to these important means of irrigation. In the
case of large tanks, there are three or four of these
useful functionaries, on whose efficient discharge of
their work much of the prospenty of a village depends. .

Some of the Mysore tanks are of great age and of
considerable size, that 1s, probably 300 years old, and
10 miles round. As the country is generally undu-
lating, and intersected by numerous valleys, threaded
by natural watercourses, it occurred to the natives,
many centuries ago, to dam up the supply thus fur-
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nished, in order to irrigate their fields in the dry
season, and, in this way, as population 1ncreased, and
additional land was brought under the plough, a chain
of such tanks was formed, gradually increasing in size
and capacity as the line was prolonged. In many
Instances, advantage has been taken of gorges in the
hills, to throw up colossal embankments, which have
withstood, with fair success, the floods of centuries;
but, as a general rule, the tanks of Mysore are mutually
dependent works, situated in the same catchment basin.
This close dependence upon one another admits of
every reservoir in the chain receiving the surplus
escape water of the work i1mmediately above it, so
that there 1s no wastage; but, on the other hand, should
the annual upkeep be neglected, the larger tanks ave
subject to great risk from the sudden breaching, during
high floods, of those higher up in the line.

From the same cause the railway, which forms, as it
were, 8 vast embankment over the face of the country,
and which, if not amply furnished with sufficient water-
way at numerous points, has the effect of arresting the
free discharge of the accumulated surface drainage, is
much endangered in the event of great tanks in its
neighbourhood giving way after continuous and heavy
rain.

The embankments of first-class tanks are more than
a mile 1n length, fifty feet wide, and as much in height,
with sluices at either end, and immense escape-weirs,
solidly constructed of large stones. The embankment
18 pierced by a culvert, which 1n some instances, is of
such a size as to admit of a man creeping through it,
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and on either side of the embankment is a sluice, that
in the water being worked with a plug which regulates
the discharge, while from that on the other side the
irrigation channels are taken which supply water to
the fields. A tank, when full, is saild to contain six
months’ supply, and, taking this as a maximum, the
people reckon the water stored after each fall of rain
at one, two, or three months’ supply, as the case may
be, fifteen days being the minimum. When the smaller
tanks, either from want of rain, or from some defect,
temporarily run dry, Bengal gram 1s commonly
planted in the bed, Government taking a share of the
produce. It often happens, however, that so much
silt has been deposited m the tanks, that their repair 1s
Impracticable.

At Hosakoté, in the Bangalore district, is one of the
largest reservoirs in the province, receiving the drain-
age of many square miles of country, and having below
it many hundred kandies of rice-land. A kandy of
irrigated land 18 about two acres in extent, twenty
kudus (koodoos), of 500 square yards each, making a
kandy. In dry or unirrigated land the kandy is also
divided into twenty kudus, but each kudu contains
3,200 square yards, or about two-thirds of "an acre:
The term kandi, or khanduga in Kanarese, signifies the
extent of ground requring a kandy-weight of seed to
sow 1t.

On land paying a fixed money assessment the Govern-
ment demand is called the Kanddyam, and 1s roughly
estimated at one-third of the gross produce; but the

greatest 1nequalities now exist, owing to the roguery
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and favouritism practised by the minor government
officials. These are in course of rectification by the
survey department now at work 1n the district accord-
ing to the Bombay system, the only settlement in
India of which it can be said that the Government
revenue always increases under it, <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>