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PREFACE. b LISRARY

The following letters from “Economist,” an old
English Officer of position and experience in the Pua-
jab, to the Governor General on the Annexation of the

- Punjak form the third volume of the Punjab Series

which wa= started in 1895—Vole, I and II having al-
ready sppeared—and will, though consisting of only &
few pages, be fovnd to beinteresting, showing the in-
sight of the author imto Native character, and
ibe reasons that led the British Goverumen: to annex
the Punjub. How far the facts bave been found to be
true, aud the policy has succeeded, the reader will be
able to judge for himself.

__ The third volume of the Series promised was
“ Cunningham’s History of the Sikbs,” but the impor-
tance.and interest attaching these letters have actuated
their * being placed Dbefore the public earlier. The
opinion of the “Econemist” on- the Sikhs is deserving
- of note,

Trr PCRLISBERS. -
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ARNEXATIOH OF THE PUNJAB.

LETTERS ADDRESSD TO THE GOVERNOR-
GENERAL OF INDIA, ON “ANNEXATION
OF THE PUNJAUB,” BY AN OFFIOER OF
PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE.

Ko. 1.

Ky Lorp—At last an instalment of fang-deferred suc-
cess hag attonded your arme. Mooltan has at last fallen
—sand though the Commander-in-Chief has failed to
s strike an effectual blow *” he is still abla to hold his own,
aud we may hope that sooner or later the Punjaul may be
at your dispossl—a conquered country. It is therefore
well to consider what you are to do with it when you ges
it, and I hope you will appreciate my motives in tender-
ing you a little advice. If so I may be induneed to favour
you occassienally with my opimion of men and measures,
I know something of this part of Indin—something of the
people—and something of the Officinls who will be your
jnstroments—all which knowledge is very much at your
gervice, I shall commence with generals, and as [ proceed
I may afterwards descend to particulars,

2. The arguments in favour of aunexation oi the

Punjaub are rather negative than.positive—rather that no
one can devise any other possible plan than that the acqui-
-gition itself is desirable. Doabtleas the territory is large ;
the people within and around it are made of aterner atufl
than those of our earlier possessions ; and the rovenue is
not large in proportion to the nrea, - Were it pomible to
sink the country into the ocean I am not prepared to say
that it would not bo expedient to.do.s0; Lut as™we, can’t
get rid of it in thiz way it comos to the brypoxitiqn\jl‘gtt_
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some one must hold the great plain of the Indus. Is §p

2 ANNEIATION OF THE PUNJAD. 3
]
petter that we uhoujd do 80, or blmt some onco else should } 3

3. And Ilere Imust obsel ve, tlmt I gonsi der chde am]
the qumb for.political purpoges, one. If we withdraw
from the Pnn]aub to retain Scinde—isolated on three sides
and exnnsed to .the Beloochees on the fourth—a dead
draint on the revenue of [ndia and pn utterly objectless
po;;essluu—-to retaju Scii:dz under thesp sirgumsiances
would, I say, be too preposterous for argument. If, again,
we retain the Punjaub, we shall naturally keep Scinde too
——and it will bea useful and dndirectly profitablepossession,
When, then, ] speak of the Punjaub, I refer to the whole
plain watered by the Judus and its tributgries,

A The que;uon now fo hn decxded isno mattcr of
PeeCy pellcv-—no mere affair of Dull»p Sing or ‘Sir
Fredenck Qurrne. nor even a purely Sikh question., The
Sths are t.ha crestures of nday. Dulleep Singh is the
preahure of an bopr. Butit is -now for yon, my Liord, to
fix the perm:\nent lluuu of our Indlan Ewmpire. . The

illars of Hercules must now be establxshed We ap-
pxonclx (at least, I hope, we do) the termn]atlon of [
strao--lo with the last great military power m Tudia, To
qdvunge fyrther iuto Asia were a fally not hkely to bg
nttempted after past experience, The great Kwpire of
Hindoostan, difaring in its parts, yet retaining o wonder-
fal similitade’throughons in the character, the babits, and
 ¢the-institations of its people, is now our own, A Jasting
) lroo -af demnrcatlon wmust be drawn ; permanen landms,rl.a
. aningt’be set up:; and then, haviag disposed of our external
defonces, we_ iay turg to internal manugement, and do what
:we haye never yat done—make the country pay. Ia truth
it ought to, pay, and mere than pay, and there niust he sore-
-thing rotten i /in the system, if the suprems rulers of Iodia
_:are: obliged. to borrow. .money at G per'cent.” I trast, thcn.
L "ﬂmfou will"Uesatisfiod With 06 temporary’ nrrangcmbhi.
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ANNEXXTION OF TuE. PONSAB, 3

I
! ifake your line; but when you do take it let it le a pertanent
I gettloment of the guestion. T.et us have no engagements for
i tens of years—no trusting to the chaptor of accidents, Act
g if your acts were to hold for kundreds of yéars., Iamnot
| going irito Liord Herdinge's policy. This is ufaii accompliy
i and wé are now reaping the whirlwind: But thig I
Cowill say that Xord Hardinge's plen; 5o far as the mode of
governing the Punjaub went, adwitted of argument. It
i niight have been possible for Sir Henry Lawrence to Lave
*  governed the Punjaub in the native ferr—Yal it is nod
possible that that poficy should be justifisble Whick pro-
vided but for ¢ight years; and did not kin¢ at what wvas to
follow. Yei 1854 is not wo distant, and if thiere had bécw
no rebelifon—if the plan had worked perfectly—What
then? Echo atiswers—whut! There are no prophets ig
our days, and the world secs many changes. Our Indian
Empire may stand or fall—your arrangements may exist
through agés—or they may be swept away to-morrow—
but at léast let us have the possibility of success. Give us
+ an intelligible theory—aud we will be patriotic enough to
hope that Britain winy rule Hiwdoostan loag euough to
i giveit & fair trial: Patans; and Mabirattas, and Sikbs;
| ‘one after the other, pass over the stage—but you must
i treat the Punjaub in a way that will bo effected by no
. temporaty changés. Hold i for good, or give it up for
over,
5. India may be said to have & double Loundary,
.The greal desert running up-from the ocean fo within 100’
tniles of the Hamalayas separates Hindoostan and the
Dekkan from the Plain of the Indus: The line of defence’
between these countries may thus ba reduced to the narrow
neck between the desert and tlre hills—wbhat now formy’
the OCis-Sutlej territory. Here exists no naturat barrier
i (for I hardly consider the Sutlej or the Beas to beé such),
ner has art supplied the want by a cbiaiu of forts. It has
been ous practice in Fudis to coubern the foreign aid of
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4 ANNEXATION OF TOE PUNJAB.

forlifications, aud we possess none in this part of the coun.
try. The fact merely amounts to this, that the tract is
narrow enough to be defended by an army in the feld,
Iindoostan can ouly be entered by a supperior force. The
protecting army cannot be eluded. 8o long as we main.
tain in.she Cis-Sutlej territory an army competent to meet -
all comers, so long is Hindoostan protected.

On the other hand, beyond the Indus we have a second
Loundary in tha great mountain chain with which natyre
has bedged in Indis, as with a ring-fence. The bonndlry
line is here much extended ;—from the sea to Cashmere
the distance is great. But thien we have the defence of a
natural mountain burrier. The mountainous country is too
poor to maintain a force dungerous to us i the field,
From a wilitary invasion of Affghans or Buloochees we
bave notbiug to fear ; aud to a foreign arwament India is
only acccssible by ows or two dificult passes—which if weo
defend with but a moderate force, no power can obtain
entrance. You must now choose oue of these two lines of
miiitary defencs. Bither occupy the Punjaub—withdraw
from the Caulonments East of the Beas and Sutlej all
troops but those required for internal administration—post
along the line of the Indus the force destined for the
general defeuce of the Empire, and be prepared on the
occurrence of alarm to blockede the hybher and tho Bolan,
Or if you are mot prepared for this, withdraw from the
Punjeub and Scinde—draw your military cordon across
the Cis-Sutlej territory—build forts and tell of an army
to be permancntly stationed on the frontier, and at any
time prepared to cnact the scenes of '45-46—to vepel the
occupants of the Punjaub whenever they may choose to
measure their strength with us, but never again to cross
the Sutlej.

6. I propose to consider,

First—Ts it expedient to retain mililary possession of the
FPunjaub ?
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ANNEXATION OF TOR PURJLS, 5

Second—IEf we retain military possession, in what form
shonld the country be governed—directly by ourselves
or in & native form ?

Third—To discuss dotails of tho wastern boundary, mili-
tary and civil.

. Fourtk—IE we aunex tho Punjaub—Llow is it to be ad-
’ ministered 1

7. The great question, after all, no doubt is—Will thé
Tunjeub pay ? and T therefore think it necessary to prewmise
tiat I do nol suppase, nor will L acyue, that the Punjaub will
pay positively—tbat it will defray the expenses of all the
troops to be cantoned within its limits. Why the couutey
which paid Runjeet so well should nol pay still more power-
fal conquerors is not 8o clear—Dbut that: would involve a still
broader question—our whole Indian system. Sutlice that
for the present ul least wo must take things as we find
them—that under our present system the revenues of the
Punjaub would not maintein the army—still it does not
follow that the acquisitiou is a losing one. Wherever the
| froatier be fixed, the army occupying it must be charged
! to the general revenues of the country—and if, when we
occupy the Punjaub, we are rclieved from other expenscs—
if the revenue of the new country adds to our general rent-
roll, 2ud eliminates a considerable per centage of the
cost of the occupying army—then may we hope that the
finances of India will be put on a surer aud a better foot-

ing, and a great comparative gain will be effected.

| 8. The occupation of a country depends on three con-
siderations. 1—The difficulty of getting it, 2—Tho diffi-
culty of keeping it. 3—Tho advantages derived from its
possession. The difficulty of getting the Punjaub it is un-
necessary for me to enter into, Lhe force of circumatances
Ias already decided that poiot. I do not anticipate that

i Shero Sing will be adwitted Lo treat for the possession of
the country. The die is cast, and the enemy in the Geld
wust be conquered.

Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji €library Namdhari€library@gmail.com



[} ANNEXATION OF TIE PURJAB.

9. The diticulty of keeping the couuntry is @ more £t.
ting sulject of argument. 1 ULelieve that this dil.ﬁculty
has been very much exaggerated. Nothing is more firy) y
cstablished Dy experience than the fucility with whiglhy
territory is retaincd whcn_made our own-=the' indisposi.
tion of the people to domestic rebetlion—and theiyr inability
to cope with troops unless they have some nuclens—some
native nrmy, witl guns, disciplino, and muaunitious of wat,
This fact could not be better exemplified thanin the’ pre~
zent year. The wor hos been protracted—there has bees;
if I may so speak, every encouragement to' rebellion. Yet
in the proper Sikh country there has been no popular war:
The villages have not risen—tlic brothers and relatives of
Shere Sing’s soldicrs in their villages of Mangha have
taken no part in the fight. We aro opposed’ but by the
regular army which we left in c:tistence, and, if reduced,
yet capable of re-cxpansion Ly the return of ubsent soldicts
to the nucleus which remained. If there has been a little'
desultry warfare it was but the last effort of Bedies and
Gooroos and Rujus whom we had' not quite stript of their
resources. It is perhnps fortunaté that the undecomposed ela-
wents have'once more been'permitted to boilover. The bad
humours have come to the'surface and may now be eradicated;
To be cffectually couquered, a country must be twice con

quered. It is in the uature of things that it should be so.

10: Whatever it may be geographically, the TPunjauly
is undoubtedly ethnically a part of Hindoostan. Its people,
though morehardyare in all their moral and political charac-
teristics thesame. They are equally prepared to acqniesce in'
o foreign rule—equally accustomed:to Jook on such as-their
normal state. 'T'he great mass of the population Letween
the Jumna ond the Ravee, and of that frow: which the Sikh:
army is chiefly supplied, iz  Jut"—a (ribe of whom it
may be truly said that they habitually as much excel in
the arts of peace as they occasionnlly do in those of war.
They make good soldiers but equally good-subjects;
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ARNEXATION OF THE PUXJAR. 7

With the exception of the castes of the Bunniah genus
and small Joose population of the towns,'and the artificers
and peoplo of servile race in the rillages, the remainder of
“the popudation is Mussulmai—not turbulent pattans,” but
agriculturisty of converted lindoo castes—goad cultivators
and guiet subjects—wwith all the indastry of [ indoosgwith-
out their religious bigotry, and'at the snuie lime withoul the’
gride, nationality, and" fanaticisin of the Mursulman j in
foct; a péople who have politically ceased to Le Hindoos

without politically becomung Mussulwen—just the sort of
saljecls we wand:-

T do not refer to the Un-Indian tribes about Peshawur ’
and the extreme frontier. Of them I shall ore particularly
sperk when I come to the detaijl of the western boundary,
and point out the- coincident, ethaical, and geographical
line which there exists. In the meantime, 1 assert that
tbe population of the plains on this side the Indus is one
eminently ftted to wake good subjects, that it is ether’
€ Jat’ or agricultural Mussulman, aud that both are all
that we could desire. I have not mentioned the Bikhs Lé-
«cause they must be separafely toyched on. 1 believe that

1 shall bé alle to refer the greater portion of thei to the
- general Jat population, and I'am %of opinion that “the  re.
maiuder may easily, and at no great cost; be iendered Guist
and contenied like the petty Bikh Patteoddrs -in the pro-
-tected torritory. But here it will be- necessary. to dm_eas
into & little episude to siow who the Sikhs of the present
day are; & suhject on which mdch misappreliension exists,
pud upon which, with your loave, I will uow enter.

EcoxoazsT,

No. II
4 DIGRRSSJON STOWING wio THE SIKHS ARE, ~

My Lorp—It has been custornary to supposa t the Sllr.hc
a separate tnbe—-lpnrl: from’the popnlntlon of the country,
and sepgrated therefrom by o well-deined, religions, and
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8 ANNKEXIATION OF THE PUNJAB,

political line. Now this may have been pretty correct in -
former times when Sikhs were Sikhs, and there was no'
mistaking them ; but we shall go very far wrong, indeed,
if we suppose that the standrrd at al! applies to the mass
of Sikh soldiers in the regular army formed and banded
down hy Runjeet am, and by which we are now opposed,
The original foundss of the Sikh religion designed it ag
entireiy new and o prosglytisiu:l creed, which might absorh
both Mussuiman and Hiudoo. Circumstanees soon plased
the Sikbs in violent untagonism to the Mshamedans, aul
they naturally more and more drew townrds Hindooism,
and re-adopted the tenzts and the prejudices which they
Lad once abandoned. Gradually the boundary line be:
tween Hindoos and Sikhs became ill-defined, till oveutually
the distinction of castes bas Leon admitted, and a man way
now hecome o Sikh without ceasing to be a Hindeo, In
fact the Sikhs are held together by no religious, but by a
purely, political bond. S>me go the whole-hog, aad be-
.com\d out-and-out Sikhs, sowe becomne Sikhs for the time
-beirg, or just as loug as it suils their couvenience, sume
stop half way, call themselves ‘Sings,’ and let their beards
grow—are Sikbs wmong the Sikhs—Jats among the Jala—
but the distinction of custes ia retained by all, Moreover,
we see that the Lahora political union is composed not of
Sikhs alone, but of people-of all creeds. Altogether, I
-think I may safely assert that no peculiar Sikh religious
fervour bas anything to do with the valour displayed by the
‘Sikh army. It is a political union aud nothing more.
The Sikh army is courageous, not because it is Sikh, Lut
l'ecnlse its. rouke are filled from a population capable of
muhng ‘good soldiers. It 50 happens, however, that the
Silkhs havo practicslly all the advantage of uniformity of
caste, 2ud freedom from inconvenient prejudices, because
- slmost the rntue mass of Sikh soldiers are * Jats,” & pe°pl°.
who rank very low as Hindoos, but i very high as soldiers.
That is tho real ucret of their strengtb. The Sikbs are
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ANNEXATIONR OF TR PUNJAB, .9 -

for practical purposrs a confederacy composed of ‘Jats,’

and we are now opposed by the same poople who opposcd
us at Bhartpoor.

. Still I admit chat there have ‘been Sikhs—taking their
origin from and allied.to the popula,tiox and whosc cbarac-
teristics are more politicul than rs]lg:ous—bnn still form-
ing & separate class, and to souae extent & dominant one.
These are the Sikhs as they existed 50 years ago, and we
must analyse the Sikhs of the present duy to discover who
are true Sikhs, and who are mere Jat soldiers, drawn from
the Jat villages, servants of tl:e Luhore State—passing as
Sikh for the nonce--lut -really forming no sepurate or
dowinant class. I purpose to slow (hut tbe velour and
strength of the Sikh army lies in tho Jaster class, that they
can easily be absorbed in the populution from among
which they came, and, by afew years of zood managemeut,
may he mede to disappear altogether, or to appear only
as useful citizens.

But as the real Sikbs came first in point of tu:ne I
shall dxsposs of them first. Previousto Runjecs Slng. 8
time, when the Sikhs wore a polmcal mbe of roore or losa
importance, they had a peculiar organ'snnon of their own.
They seized on all they could get, and divided it with re-
ference to the number of llonsemen furuished by each.
They left their original - -humble bomes in'the villages of

. Malwal and Mn.ngha——sprekd themeelves over the country
between the Raveeand the Jumna—and hecamo a dominant
class, They had, however, no common bead. Wihen they
bad possessed themselves of all that they conld obtain, they
turped their arme against one another, and the ¢ good old
rule the simple plan’ prevalled in its fullest extont and
was the recognised law of the Jand. I need not more
perticularly describe the Sikhs as they thon existed, for
this has often been done before. Suffice it to say. ﬂmt as
is usually the case under euch circumstances, the strong
took from the weak—the stronger became ltrongtr—lnd
from them that bad little was taken even that they had
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10 ANNEXATION OF ?KE PUNJAB.

Towever, many Were the ups.and downs of fortane ti))
there orose that greab centraliser, Runjeet Sing—the
grea;te!b encmy of the Sikh confederacy. Ile-:founded an
iﬂmpire by extingu ishing and absorbing the Sikh Misals.
“That Eupive is called Sikh because its head was 2 S‘:kh,
and many of his servants aud soldiers were Sikhg »,*-!:.ut it
in reality rested on the same fouudation as that on whick -
Indian empires bave rested from time imwemorial ; not
national feebing, bub the mere personaland accidental
porsession of a tract of country, aud the power derived -
from its revenues. ' :

My opinon is that the Sikhs ended where Runjeet
rose. They in facs regarded him little more favourally
than it he had Dbeen s foreign conqueror. So far asis
power extended he complelely deprived them of their
possessions and Lbeir power. His conquests were at tije
sanae time the couse of the remaipder of Sikh-land beiug
token under British protection. The strong arm of our
Government interposed in the territory cast of the Sutlej’

" —violent changes wete no longer permitted—and the.
whole became steréotyped iu’ the particalar phase in
which we ba.ppened to find it at the moment of our juber-
ference. It is in the protected States, not at Lahore, that:
we must look for perfect specimens of the Sikhs as they
were.  Indeed the Ois-Sutlej tergitory comprised the larger
and more important portion of Sikh-land—and setting
aside Patteealece and: the larger States, wo have Misals,
and Pattees, and many shared confederacies exactly as
they were in .the olden timc—petrified and mummified,”
indeed, by Jong inaction—Dbut as perfect as such petrifac-
‘ions can be, And it is the lest proof that there is
nothing inherently untameable and turbulent ia the Sikh
Aisposition~—seeing that for forty years these real and:
g'enuino Bikhs have hcen as quite nud loyal as could-be:

. «esired. Not.eveu when the territory was invaded by the-
Lahore :army did they in any.instance attemﬁe to be re-
feactory. Xt will be remembered that I am talking of .the

A
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ANNEXATION OF TRR PUNJAR. 11

petty members of Misals and Pattees—not of the larger
chiefs who .mdividnally held considerabla territory on the
same fooling as olhier independent princes-throughout
Iudia.. The one or two insiances of bad disposition oc-
curred among the latter class, and I believe that thaix
hostility was popularly somewbhat exaggerated. T am far
from advocating the grant of consideralle revenue and
consequent power to individuals-—a course which is mere-
)y ereating a daugercus power at the expeose of the State ;
bue I think tbub_where 20 or 3C strapping fellows, whosa
trust is in their own right arms, can be quartered on oue,
or two villages, and thereby kept quite and contented, the
arrangemeut isa gond one—and the example of many
such iustances in the protected territory shows how such
real Siklis as remain in the Pupjaub con be casily and
cheaply provided for.. I um not proparcd to say what
their numbers are, but 1 imagine that it cannot be great.
. Runject vtterly dispossessed and extinguished the greater
majority of them. These who remained were taken into
his service and very much changed their character. Dur-
ing the whole of Ruajeet Singh's reign they have bheen
gradually disappearing, He eslabiished a rogulue army,
hie entertained .in his service, withouwt distinction, Sikhs.
and Mahomedans, and Europeans; and he enlisted in his
regular rauks the villn.gé ¢*Jats’ of Malva and Mangha,
who, serving.a Sikh ruler, gencrally passed .for Sikhs.
But as I have already said, these people are quite different
from the old 'Sikhs. They comeo from . the villages on
<ither side the Sutlej. They are members of the Jat
village communities, and servants of tho Lahove State, just
ag our Sepoys Are in our vegiments. One brotler ploughs
the paternal fields, whilo another has taken service at
lehore, and meny have refurned, both before and since
ithe war, to resuie their original functions. It is & re-
‘markable fact that they really make tlie best.cultivators:
‘They gre somewhat. troublesome in their: own . villages<=ae-
people .yho Luve seén the world will be—gre got alwayy
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12 ANNEXATION OF THK PUNJAE.

-

willing to bo controlled by tueir respectable elders—dqis.
cover sbuses and insist on reforms. But they exhibit, no
bad spirit. They have plenty of money wherewith o
resume their agriculture, seem to have nearly encugh of
soldiering, and are well content to settle down. If they
wre but understood, if their grievances are attended to,
and they are vestored to thut position in their villages,
which they would have held had they not taken service,
1 make no doabt that the class will acver bo troublescins,
Such are the new Sikbs—the flower of Runjeet'y army,
and our real opponents, Dissolve the Sikh army, and
they are 20 more seen. Very difierent ave the old Sikhe
referred to above—the emasculated remains of g class
which vever in ils best days could bear a comparison with
Runjeet’s regulars. They have but existed on hia indul.
gence, and are found as Jagheerdar’s Suwars, &o. They
are not %o be found in the ra.nks‘of the staunch infantry,
They have existed too long to retain their virtve, A long
courge of idleiiess and opium has destroyed their anergies,
and they yiclded the palm to young Sikh-land! Some
amoug them may exhibit occasional courage and fanatic.
ismn, but it i not lasting. i

This class rhen, I would, where necessary, dispose’ of
"by providing for them on a small scale like the Patteedars
+of the protectedl States, . .

To surm up the abstract of what 1 have said, is this—
that the Sikh army is composzd of two classes, the most’
.im‘pornnt the regulars or inew Sikbs—who will never

_appear withcat the nucleu.s of a regular army—and the
irregulers or old Sikhs, much less important, who may
cheaply be hought off. Tbhis I think will be found pratty
near the truth. ,Of the old Sirdars some few entered on a
new character under Runjeet, as servauts of the State,
Of these the most important is-the Attareewalah family,
now heading the opposition. It may he remarked, too,
‘that. the old Sikhs, driven to desperation, seem to do more

- this war than last. The regulors are reduced in numbers
«~but; the Goroharas who in ’45.46 never showed, shis
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year hava done execution. However, it is like the finmo
which blazes hefore it is extihguislned for ever. The
majority of the servants of the Durbar, and of the Durbar
itself, are mere cr atures of clrcumst,unct- ul!.erly mtllout

8. nativnality. Tej Sing, the late Sikh ¢ Commander-in-
Olnef is & Bruhmin of Seharuupore, who served. Runjeet
and became 3 “ Brabmin Sikh.” From such people we
Jnve noshing to fear, nor need we go to any great .expense
in providing for them, In short, the Lahore monarchy is
lie: any other nativa kingdom. If we do but dissolve it.
in'a few short yeara the place whereoa it stood shall know'
it no more, aud so I end my digression on the Sikh bis-
tory.

Economisr,

No. TIT.

My Lorn—12. Wheo I digressed . was digcussing
the question of the difficalty which we should experience
in keeping the Pupjaub, This is in fact the mosi impor-
tant point of all, and that on which the whole question
turns, for it is the apprehension of chis didicully which
has 50 long caused hesitation. * We are much afraid of
the turbulence of the inhabitanis. There might be peril
in our imposing on ourselves the duty of lgééping'.f.'he whole
territory in ohedience to our rule” Thus reasons the
cautions statesman. My obmcc is to show ihat the
difficulty—tbé turhmlence of the inhabitants—is for the
most: part imeginary ; that if we once make the Punjeud
our awn, and no longer leave the nucleus of a native army,
that-country may be kept with the greatest enso—almost
as ennily as our older possessions. by

I have tried to show that the mass of the popnla,tlon
is by no means tarbulent—that t.hey ave, on the contrary,
good cultivators and quiet subjects. I liave explamed my
belief that the Sikhs of the present day may be dlvlded '
into two classes, the old and the new Sikhs ; “that the rcai
Sikbs ate neither very uu:norous, nor very formldhble, nor
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absolutely inl‘.mctnble, but that sucki as exist in the Lahorg
tercitory mny be easily provided for, and kept quiet like
the Cis-Sutlej Patteednrs; that the strength of the Sikh.
power ‘consists in the new Sikhs of the regular army ; that
tliese form no separate class ; that they are not individual.
ly turbulent by bicth, eduf:ntion, and disposition; bt
. werely in their collective capacity'as the Pretorian guards
of-a falling ewpire—an army unbridled and uacontrolled
sinee Rnnjent Sing’s denth, and tarbulent merely as ail
armies will be uuder such circumstances. I bave stated
that these meu do, in fact, cowe of au orderly and indus.
irious race-—that zach has hiz own piace in his own * Jus'
village community—and that they can and do return to
their original occupation as cultivators of thosoil. In
this respect they posscss a great advantage over the other
moilitary classes with which India has abounded, They
have-indeed-a singular aptitude for agricultural pursuits
which they bave inherited as their birth-right—and they .
can be dispersed and absorbed:not only as easily, but very
much-mors easily, than any army which ever existed in
Indin. If any (and they will ba but a swall propocticu)
still prefer military service to enjoying in retirement the
good things which years of misrule have thrown into their
liands, thoy may serve us just as well ds they did Runject
Sing. The Sikh frontier regiments have beliaved well-—-
and if hut a small proportion of them are old soldiers of
the Lahore army, it ouly shows that the handsome pay and
easy secvice were not & sufficient inducement to drav out
‘men ‘well to do in the world, and who had bad enough of
. soldieving. Lord Hardinge was determined to Lave Sikh
regiinents—-a.nd certainly .the number of disbanded or
. resigned soldiers in our territory was very grent ; but one
had married a wife—another had Lrought a field—a third
Was putting forth a claim to take place as one of the elders -
of his-village—and the commandants of the new regiments.
(appointed before men were found) were obliged to go ‘into
the highways ung by-ways, beating up ia the villnges fop

o eu bt it i amsiern s o a3 e G, D . st 0 1 mn:
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recruits, and enlisting, as Silths, men who only became
Sikhs -on -entering the corps. However, they are none the
worse for our service for that, They are of the same class
from which the Sikh soldiers sprung. I only meition tle
matter to illustrate what I have said of the origin and .
pursuits of the new Sikhs. I ray add that o summent '
gumber of the native oﬂicers, &c., of these regiments are
old Lahoroe soldiers, to show that there is no objection to
theic serving us and remaiving faithful in tr ying tiwes,
where a suficiont premiom in pay avd promotion is offercd
to wake it worth their while. But the fact is, they
generally do not want servico unless they arc bribed into
it. It i= enongh for usif we ofier fuir terms to such g
cannot settle to any other vceupation, and would otherwise
"beceine smaurais wels; but their nowber ie very small
indeed. .

13. I hope then that the facts which I have stated
are sufficiént to bear out my assertior, that the population
generally will be casily managed, and that the Sikhs ave
by no means an insuperable diticulty. My facts are in
some deyves ab variance with gcaera!ly-received opinious,
and to test thew you must look somewhat deeper than the
surface of Courts and Camps. TFor their correctness [
must appeal to a cateful investigation of the inferior of
the people. I bave derived my facts-from experience of
the wost practical Jdescription—1 have been bchind the’
scenes—I have lived among the people—I bave have had:
&u do with them in their vxlln«ca—m their homes—and- in’
heir ficlds. My knowledge, such as it is, has come to me-
through no second band—but is derived directly from the
fountain head. It would be out of place in a letter like
this to-go into techuical details of each class and cnste.aud
-8ub-division comgoesing an Indina population. Yow can
ihardly .ind time to go into such particulars- and must
depend -on testimony for (he general result. - Suffice it that
I intimately know the different items of the population” of
of Mangha' and Malwa, and the countries from: whidh the
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Sikhs sprung, aud over which they have ruled ; aud I om

thoroughly convinced that no population in India possessey

a larger proportion of industrial elemente and & amnllef.
proportion of elements of an opposite quality. The old

Indian system of village connuunities is yet in full ‘force;

Each -has its own internal - constitution—each ig" inde:
pendent of the other—euch pays its Revenue to the p'diviiri" )
1hat be, and cares uot to enquire too curiously the sourcy
from which that power ‘was derived. Such_ is the peoply

which I fecommend to your adoption—and in the people [

include the Sikh soldiers and other servants of the 'Lakiore

state who are drawn from the general population, )

T have alveady said that I do noz incivde the tribes of
an-Judian rtace in the Western Hills; therefore let not
sthess be taken ag an exception or objoction to what 1 bave
said. I shall hereafter propose to draw the line so as to
exclude these unprofitable clans—to make them over 1o
their Native chief, to whom, as to every body else, they
will be rather a source of weakness tban of strengh.

14. T have hitherto confined mysell to the Siks,
because they alome are new and singular : but the Lahore
Avmy and state (by stale I mean the indivicuals who
draw the Revenue of the country—their instruments and
dependents) contaius a large body of that miscellaneons
olass which is found in the service of every Indian power,
doubtless much more numerous than the whole body of
Sikbs real or nominal. Of them it would be useless to
treat more perticularly. Of such classes there has beon
sbundant expevience in the many states which have heen -
absorbed in British India—and we know how speedily
they disappear.. The rapidity with which all .traces of-s .
former system melt l.;vny is marvellous. Many sre the
iustances which could be pointed out in whicb, but a féw
years after the establishment of British rule, it is impossi.
ble by the minutest search to discover or imagine what
bas .becore of tbe component parts of w Nuive Govern- -
ment which was at_one time dazzling and forinidablé: to
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look at, I would only warn you sgainst mistaking for thé
nobtlity of the cowmitry paid servants of the 'state, for the
rivost “part aliens -in bleod aund in feelings, and urge that it
is 'unnecessaty to expend: the Revenue .of the. country in- J
gnvmg £6 sucli- péople a- permanent provxsxon, which can :do: _/
no godd, nnd _may éome -day be-turned to’iarm'in theiv:
bands: Do’ no_t buy' the consent of such people to-a “treaty’
of ‘annexation:”" Take a ‘mors straightforward and wiser
course, Iu regard to those who have-really sowe claim ‘to
beé wusluered the nobiiity oi ihe country—S8ikn Chiefs, and i
Jugheer-possemng Sollies, Gooroos, &e:,—1: would only say, -
keep them down as much as nossll-le, A well sstisfed and-
unimpoverished nobility may be all very well -to European -
notions, but; if we are to rulé in Asia; we are much better-
without them. They have become separated from the.
population, If they retain their revenue, each becomes a
petty.atate in himself and déprives thé**suzerain’” of his-right: -
ful revenues but to retain the power of dving mischief -
when opportunity offers. It isno question of *‘property.”
A 'portion of the revenue of the state has been niade over :
to the favourites of the monarch, -just - s much as if it
were a, monopoly of eweet wines in Elizabeth’s time; and.
whea ‘the state from’ which. ‘they- drive’ .ic falls, they fall:
too. ‘Such people ‘should: Lo ‘reductd to a reasonable subs.
sistence, ‘80 that they may neither be driven:eutirely des«"
pento, 1o rotaiz moro than is’ gocd: for them and-for ua
“The petty Sikhs, the rerains of the old- confederacies
of ‘whom I have already ireated, are a different class.
They pretend to no more than a mere subsistence, and that,:
with or without service, it may be Well to givo.them.
The revenues of the Durbar, and. of the fatter Cbiets, will
béauﬁclbnt wnl:hout trenchiog ou the scanty pittances of.
theae peblry fendntonel who have been already luﬁcleutly

15, “If then you are’ ntisﬂed, that the clements of the -
Im’hote Btate may‘be speedrly‘dmblved 1ike all “tlig~ Indiu.n
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Empires which bhave preceded it—that thé old Sikhs are
but the shadow of their former selves, and neither dificult
nor dangerous to deal with—that the new Sikhs are byt
individuals drawn from the gencral popuhtion—nné that.
that population is neither turbulent. nor. WW‘)]GSDM—I‘,.
I say, you are satistied on these points you must be con-'
vinced that there .is mo infernal difficulty in kecpmg thoﬁ
Punjeub, I have rmade my statement and [ ]eau it &o_
you to verify my, facts. . s

It is unnecessary ;to. combat the ar«ument t.lmt tho
eveuts of the present ‘year stultify my reasoning. : Thg
Lahore Slate aud Army hae never been dissolved. fl‘h.g
army is engnvcd_,m a last struggle, for existence. . 1 lrgne
on the snpposition that the Army is dissolved, and the
Punjaub beld by. Bntlsh Forces.

16. - It ‘remajns to comsider exlemdl dxﬂicul ties, to,
holding the Punjaqb :These I beheve to. be very smlll,
-indeed. The. country beyond is one wlnch yxe]ds Iittle
revenue, and supports but a Limited _population. It affords
every facility for defence, but possesses not the regources of
offence. . . Runjeet Singh in- the Funjaub, and Sis. Chmlc..
Nopier in Scinde, have proved that the wiid Hxll tnbas .
can be kept within their own limits, . We know. that th°'
Afighans caunot eope with our Troops in the Field: . Tho"
want resources—they want discipline—they.; wang the
‘maunitions—and they want. upity. The, Sths coqu but
them well, and I have no. doubt that in the open plaio. hal€
a dozen British Regiments could utterly rout and disperse
any Afighan Army which.could be .brought  against. them..
Ia short, the Affghansare by no means formidable neigh-
bours—and they know. our power too well to. be hkely to,
precipitate themselves againet it on equal terms. . I
have moreover little -doubt. that by . bribing - t.bem with.
Peshawur, &e.—territories whick would be .no loss -to. lu.
and add fittle to their strength—they might be. mndo our:
allies and feudatories. We sbould thon bo too netrto
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{enve it possille for them to coquet with Russia.or other
distant- power. . A wholesome dread, no less than bencfits
reccived, would olfccbually keep thew in check. Although
the longth of frontigr is great, the points at which invasion
is possible are in reality few and far between, and those
points nind passes-are easily guarded. I conclude then
that we have nothing to fear from the Afighans und other
tribes bordering the Punjaub—and that very moderate
defences will sufﬁce. To meet the Sikhs or other occupantd
of the Punjeub we must always be prepared with an Army
of at least 59,000 men., A very wuch smaller number wiil
ho ample to repel*the Afghana, &c.—aud we bave, thero-
fore, in holding tlie Punjaub, a very grent advantuge in the
matter of extarnal defenze. I hLave not referred to the
defence against more distant and more powerful onemies,
because that is not a looal question, but one which con-
cerns India in geperal. 1 shall, however, shortly lave
occasion to refer to the facilities of defsnce against such
enemies as oue of the advantages of the possession of the
Punjoub,

T have considered, then, successivoly, the iniernul and
external diﬂiculties of keeping the Punjaub, and I come to
the conclusion that neither tlre one nor the other are con-
siderable, and that in fact the country may be easily kept.

I now proceed to ‘specify the advantages to be derived
from its retention.

17. * The advantages of oceupntnon I tuke- to be as
follows:—

1.—1It is easier (nnd espeou.ll.y 80 in India where the

principle of passive obedience to the powers that

be is 8o universal) to holdin check a disarmed

than an armed people, Intheoneease we must bo

prepared to keep in cheok the native ralers of the

'Pﬁnjnub provided with all the materials, means,

- and appliances of war. In the other'we have but

[quietly to roign over a submissive and uliject
people.
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1I.—A oonsiderable force must alwnys be maintaineq

.on the Frontier of India, If this force 'oocnbie.

the Punjaub, the revenues of that country are

available as en offset to meet a portion of the ex,

. pense. If it is pot ovcupied, the whols expense

must be defrayed from the revenues of India
within the Sutlej.

111.— By laking the Punjaub we arrive at the natura]
boundaries of India, and obtein o finai settlemeng
of the question. 1f we do not, it is still an open
question-—again lnd again will difficulties arige—
every yasr will bnng changes of circuinstances and
renewed discussion—and we shall never rest till
it is done,

1V.—We.shall be enalnled to establish a sure defencq
sgainst the hordes of Central Asia—and the Rus-
sians, or any one else who may have an eye to the
East. With our oul-posts at the mouths of thq
passes, it.is absolutely and definitely imposible
that any power can obtain entrauce into India—
whereas on the Satlej we have no dcfenoe, and
the slightest alarin must be the signal for a pre.
liminary ocontest—a Punjaub war or a Oa;qu[
éxpedition,

V.—Independent of the expense and anxiety of a[wnys
keeping au army in the feld, east of the Sutlej
%o have, as o’ question of humanity, to choose he-
tween a state of continual war and a secure peade:
It we retire from the Punjaub to maintain a. con.
tmually armed defence, the Punjaubees may be
beatein back ane year; but they will come again

' and again, nnd interninable bloodshed ruat result,

VI.=Lastly comes the reduotio ad absurdum argunient

* —perhapa in this instance the most poworful of_
"Y' gl It we do ot keep the Punjaub—what
- 7" “thent We must abandon the country and retire
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. =—our prestige will be.ruined—and.our nsme will

- lose its spell. | We shall have commenced a back-
ward career. Is ary one. prepared to advocate
this? I belicve that it is impossible;‘ We, bave
gone too for—we 'cannot withdraw.. The hest
reason for.keeping the Punjaub i's. that we can-:
not give it up—and it is an argoment waich no
one gninsays. If any one will g3y that we shouid
retire altogether, let him atnnd forth !

18. These are my rrasons for l'etf.?.mlrv'v possesgion nf
the .Punjaub. I think they explain themselvoa It will
hs remembered that I am arguing on the comparclwc ad-
vantagea of the only two possible boundary lines—I have
premised that we must select either oue or the other.
Arguwent were superfluous -to show that a divided mili.,
tary power cannot sacceed. That has been & hope finally.
settled by our. present experience. We must take ono
course or other, and, however little we may covet the
Pun_]mzh I think it is hardly y\ossxble to avoid bemg con.
vinced that ocoupation is o much less evil that a contrary
course, I eall it an evil as a concession to those who will
view. it in that light—bng I d.o not. my:elf tlnnk al; so :
and, be the existence of the. wuntry in itéelf an ev1l or a
good.if ig.enough for our purppse thut ws hnvc. on,_ the
ong hand,z.a quiet and disarmed country—yxeldmg a con- -
q\d,g!ﬁ}}jg mgme-—-formmg the natural boundu‘y of Indxa
—and g, sure, defence. against external - enemics—peace
secured to Indll—llld the ignominy of retreat averted.
On the other hand—~an armed and %00 form:da.ble nugh-
bour, causing us great expense in ths mamtemee oi an
army of obgervation—and yot dmdmg with us the proper,
Empire of India—a stepping stone and en aid to forelgn
invesion—a source of continual bloodshed—and & lutmg
instonce of our inability to cope with a persevering foe,
Look on this picture; avd on. l.huh Saj* vhxch you mll

) <hoose. © -
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* 19:- "T6 keep tbe thread of my argument I am obliged
to go-back many tiwes, is in the watter of the. house that
Jack built; but it mdst be done—so I will remind you
that I am discussing my first subject—* Is it expedient to
keep military possession of tho Punjsub?” That to that

_end [ have shown—that we must get it whether or. no
for ‘we are now in tho arena—thnt it is not very difficult ’
to keep it—arid that grest comparative advantages will be
derived from keeping it—all which Leing admitted I think
wo may iwirly proceed——the--/ore it is expedient t3-occupy
the Punjaub., Quod est demonstrandum. I hope we bave
sittled that to our mutual satislalion. The Pénjaub must
henceforth lio held by British troops, and by British ‘troops
alove, No soldier of any native power roust be’ permittéd
to cxist. The nccupatidn must be complete as to manneiii
no concurrent, but an eclusive possession—complete “as”ty
plaee-;of no portion of the country, but of the whollx
complets as to time—foc no term of years, but ‘for' a pin

“manency. Of all things—above all things—and before all
tluu«s—l'eep oontinually in mind that there must be no
bal? messures. Rather—a thousand tines nther—retu'o
from the country altogether than abate ono iota ‘of “the
whole animal, Have a starling taught to halloo in y6ur
ear unceasingly * no half measures "— no bal liléas'ui'el
~—I believe you are mow pretty nearly cut off ﬁ'om the
pombzhly of compromise—s50 think no more- of it: “Look

. straight forward— consider that you have burat your sliips
(or that the Sikhs bave burnt them for you), and all will
become easy. e

" "8o much for the wilitary question. I shall leave the .
Oivil Goverumnt to be touched on another day.
Ecoxoms-r.

No. 1V,
My Loxo—If we rotain military possession. - of t'ho.'

Ponjaub, in what form should the country be governed
Directly by oursolves, or iu a native form ?
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90. You may suppose, from the line I have' taken,
f,lmt I will no more adwit the propriety of compromise in
the form of civil governuent than on the question of mili-
tary - occupation: .Lord Hardingt's . most directly fatak
mists}:e wag military. . If he had abolished the Sikk Army,
and occupied ‘thie forts, - appropriating the money caved
to the payment of our troops; his scheme.of governing in
a native form might (if conducted with greater aystern and
discretion ihan was aiways the ea.se) have stood: for &
time. Still,. to adopt half measures in civil a.ﬂfnru would
be a blunder sacond in importance anly to a similar ‘¢evrsc
in military affuire, I aw not éme of those who beltere
that every native government is neczasarily and invarizbly
atrociously bad. : The country may sometijpes prosper under
native rule, for it is an unexplained and inexplicable truth
that natives generally like to be bullied in moderationin theéic
own way, nearly as well as to bo particularly cared forin ours.
With some good points, the native system has many faunlts,
Still, it canuot be denied that ours Las also many:and serious
defecis. of inadapiation of the country, and it comes, like
many other similar guestions, to this, that s good Euto-
pean is bctter than-a .bad Native Governen'b,—n good
Native Government beiter than. a bad -European " Govern-.
ment. . A Native Government pay‘tln'ereiore -be good.or
bad. A double Government is most assuredly and unmiti.
gatedly bad. Of that be well convinced... -It. is simply: &,
combination of the evils of either .system "without .ope: re;
deeamng pomt If the Pun;auh must be nbondoned we
‘know the extent of the evil, and anotber Runjeet may
somo day spring up ; but if you attempt u double Govern-

ment, the ‘vil is a wasting canker, By, all means.adopt and
engraft upon our own the best parts of the native system of -
administration, but attempt not to ‘make concurrent two iv-
compatible systems. It is the. worst ‘kind of polltlcul im-
morallty, the worat txmo-somng. the greatest m_;ust.meto the )
country aud to,the people, which would. sanction soy such
a;ungament. The aglueot Las been 50 often, discussed: in-

-
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this light, (hat it'will not be necessary to go over very
fully all thie arguments on tho subject. Certainly, all
experience is against it, and of late; I aw happy to say,’
almost all opinion too. Yet, strauge to say; men, often for
long follow in.practice that which bas been already explod-
ed in theory, and it is well ihat you should--hold yourseif.
warned against it, I hope and Lelieve thut the time for such.
things hos gone'by. It is almost-the only compromise which :
is open o you, aud 1t is doubtloss tempting.  Tej Singl.
and Decnansuth mlght e thus bought over to & new treaty,:
and the Duleep Singh and-Brommagem morality difficulty
would be got overin o way very satisfactory to Lxeter
Holl: But .I hope that you ace.above such dishonest and:
shallow farces, You uiust be convinced that the treaty
presents. no real ditficulty, and that it is your daty to act
boldly for the best! You cannot negleet all experietice;.
" and I need not repeat the many often quoted intatces,’
The:latest experiment at: Ishore itseif is anything bui
caloulated ‘to6 eucoursge its repetition—and I believe that
the: fault lay much more' wich the sysiem than with the
individuals. Sir. Hepry Lawrence, in spite of a} that bag
been said, is-a man of talent aud very ‘great emergy. Sir
Frederick Ourrie is by no meaus a Lud man of Lussiaess,
But neithor bad it in bis power to introducd emy system.’
In fact, the native Government was utterly disorganised,
and no-other was substituted. If there-had beeo any plax
of ‘Government, proper officials would have been appointed’
aund would have made the most of their plan. - But the Re-
sident and his Staff were to give advice—and that is a duty
for which any one is good enough. It require no particular”
qualifications. It js quite unnecessary that a man shonld’
have diugded in a Outcherry—or that be should know any-
thing about the country respecting which he is to advise';
or, indeed, that he should have any parsicular kuowledge of
anythiug at al, Nott's description of Politicals may be’
somewhat exeggerated, and there has no doubt existed in”
India a school of Political Officers of considerable exiper+’

N
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ence and merit in their own lino—but I must say that the
modern style of Political nondescripls, who cover the face
of the Punjaub, I do not comproliend, I don't blawe those
who. put their friends into the appointments, Tf Govern-
ment choose to make appointments, the duties of which are,
perfectly undefined and unintelligible, .aud for whick no
qualifications in particnlar are 1enun‘ed I don’t see why
Lioutenant Jenkins; who is the Resident’s friend’s friend,
should not be mado a Political, rather then Licutenants
Smith, or T 'iro\vn or Jones, who ave nobody's fricnds. Aoy
man js good enough for a Political. It isone of the few
things to which there is a Royal road, viz., through the
colunias of the Covernment Cazette.  Heuee it is excer: Ying-
ly natural that half the ambitious young geatlemen of the
Indian service should be quartered on the Panjaub whero
they are to distinguish themselves. It is a sort of *¢im-
mortality .made easy.” Their numbeis are now much be-
yond cgleulation. A few were made pucka Politicals—
then came extra and tempory Assistants—then wholc fites
‘were “ placed at thedisposal of the Resident”—and lastly,
the barriers seen to have been-burst, and ail kinds of people
have slippad; or pusbed,-or insinuated themselves into the
Political Heaven. At least; so it would seem, for it is qnite
startling theway in which mysterious and hitherto unheard of
Politicals start up in every.corner; by twos and threes, to Le
chronicled inthe pages of the Delki—and, in truth; one way anc
another—getting up conspiracies or suppressing them—tak-
ing forts or keeping them-—fighting Lattles and wigging
kardars—they have hugely illustrated” themselves. Still I
have yet to learn that:the Puvjaub is governed. 1 can
compare the system to nothing but Monsicur Ledru
Rollin’s Cowmissaires, A Political is sent’down to the
provinces as a sort of Governor, Commander of the forces,
Judge, and corrector of abusos—all rolled into one. Tbe
said Political knows about as much of the Revenue systew,
atd of civil affairs in gencral, as he does of Chinese meta-
physics, But i 'is no matter—that i quite.s trifie—and
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things are none the worso for that. A Political is a Polit;.
cal all the same—and he is ommipotent. He flies about
from place to place, The kardars look on snd adwico,
Still the twenty-two Jacs is not paid up—the country is
ot contented—and the system is not undersiood. And it
never will be otherwise with a double Government.

91. There is nothing on which so much dcpends as
the feeling of self-respousibility. IE the natives ave left to
themselves, they feel that evervthmg rests with themselves,
sud they are not altoﬂr“lﬂ‘ dcpraved. Take away ikis
feeling—support them with a military .force—interfere
vexatiously in theif civil system—and they become but the
corrupt intruments of a corrupt system. They lose all
power of doing good, and but apply their remaining
strength to do ummitigated evil for their own sellish and
sordid ends. I utterly deny the possibility of a respectable
uative Government supported by our troops aud over:

" ridden by éur Politicals. If you take away the “sanctions”
{to use o juridical phrase) to good conduct, you must also
take away the power and reduce them to a subordinate
‘position. Nor will it mend the matter to reduce the Pgli.
tical Staff. The natives caunnot consider thamselves the
rulers of the country. They will look on their position
but as a fortunate opportunity of acquiring plunder, and
their exactions will but be more unchecked.

23.  Another obvious suggestion would be to get a
superior class of Political Ofticer, men wbo could really
perform the duties assigned to them. But this, U fear, is
impossible. In the ficst place, you can’t define the duties,
.and they are so multifarious and peculiar that you could find
few men really fit to perform them. Next, where you
have.no standard of qualiication, you caanot prevent
abuses,

No compromise will succeed. You must moke up your
mind. If you keop the Punjaub, it must be in our own
name, and you must strive to do justice tv {he country, |
unhawperod by treaties or by au exploded folly—in truth |
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both & crime and o blunder. To retnin a native Govern-
weut, is but to incur all the responsibility, anxiety, and diffi-
culty of novsrnmg, without obtaining any of tho advantages
either to ourselves or to the country.

| 22 The expense is a powful argument against a
native form of Government. We must be prepared to
maintain a Native Court—Native Chiefs—Native Pageants
—half the ravenue of thecountry mustbe wastedin Jagheers.
Tn short, we must give up all hopes of deriving any
considerable surplus revenne.  On the other hand, if we
take it into our own hands, the civil expenses.way-be kept
. within twenty per cont. of the gross income, aud the re-
wainday will be crediter? Lo the military denartinant,  We
should, moreover, leave the materials of disaffection and
rebellicn, which in our awn hands would be utterly extin-
guished. A native with money and followers, has elways
a certain power, and, though they could do nothing in the
face of our regulur ariny, they must be watcbed, and would
distract us in time of need. The sort of quasi-national
feeling which exists iu a native stale, the esrit de corps,
and remembrance of more powerful times, would necessari-
ly be retainad,

The people of the country would not feel themselves
thoroughly our sulijects. They wonld be exposed to the
evils of either system ; they would be serving two .masters,
Unquict and uncertainly must prevail, and all progress be
much retarded.

94, Bat I know not why I should advance many
arguments uga.insb the double system, for I have heard
literally none in its favour, unless that to which I have
alreedy allnded, that it would enable you by a iiserable
subterfuge to plaster over the treaty, o comse which I
sincerely Lelieve you will not stoop to. Otherwise I know
no possible object which could be proposed by such a
courss, ' The general indisposition to the appropriation of
territory which bad long prevailed is wearing away.
People begiu to discover that, in a cowutsy where froa
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&

timo immemorial might is right, we having the greatest
might have also the oest right—that when, in the fujr
course of war, we become possessed of territory lately held .
Ly the conqueror of a day, it is no accursed thing, Lt
sather that which it bas beoome our duty as well as oqe
vight to hold. We have censed fo acknowledgo the divine ..
tight of Kings in Europa—and I never could discover “l'i' .
avery Orientnl Potentate, who yesterday deprived some
ono elae—or rebelled ogainst his liege mastar—or founq -
the ground empty and quietly took possessici-—wly every
such individual should be cousidered to have an indefeasi.
ble, perpetual, n'nlimited right, of which he cunnot be
deprived bui by the favee of prefendied lrenties. Tozp
thas is bus putting ourselves from the very best ground to
the very wuust No sensible man would doubl gur right
1o conquer India. No houest or honourable man weald
found his right to the country on the treatios drawn up
for the edification of Eurape,  Runjeet Singh doprived his
neighbours and founded n stato.  That state Las gone zo'
war with us. Wkea we obtain the territory, seck not to
fonud yvour right on treatices, )

Tn regard to the particular troaty made by Lerd
Hardinge, it must be adwitted that it was an absurd ous,
Dulrep Singh, beiag a minor, could do no wrong—so that
it was o onesided obligation. All the Members of the
Durbar and Chiefs who have any natwonality have made
one move séruggle in the field. Duleep Singh is a prisouer
—aud no ono will e so preposterous «s to look on Deena-
nanth and Tej Singh as the “Seate” The treaty has
therefore #spo fuclo ceased to exist,

Cun you then hesitate? I hope that you will not.
In whatever way and on whatevtr priuciples the territory
way be administered, let it be avowedly and honestly on
our own nacoount, I would employ respectable natives, :
and I think that you may much improvo by botr@wing i
wany thing frowm the natives, aud dropping many things
which we bave bitherto considercd csscutial. Iato this )
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1 sball go when I come to treat of the mode of adwinis-
tration. In the meantime I but advocate the straight-
forward courae.of declaring the country our own, to be
administered as shnll . appem best for our own benefit.

e

Ecuxomsr.

No. V.
ON TTIE DRTRRMINATION OF TH® WESTERN BOONDARY, CIVIL
s AND MILITARY.

H? Lorp—25. When I proposed to myself this sub-
jeét, T had hopéd to be able to obtain some assistance in
working out uiie rou.c(.icul;rs—-fo.‘ I havo nol that iatitnale
personal gequaintance with all the different tribes on the
frontier which I ¢ould wish ; nor indeed am 1 properly up
in the minute details of the physical 'geOgmphy. I have
not fornd the means of adding to my kuowledge, but still
I imagine I know enough of the main feature to guide we
in suygesting the geueral principles on which I thiuk that
you should proceed, and I sball therefore adlhere to the
plan which I originally sketchied out. Farther details you
will doubtless have it in your power to command, when-
you como to the practical settlement of the question.

The plein of the Indus is- bounded throughout by &
roountainoas country, and’ at this point there is also, as I
have already’ notwed 2 'well’ marked ethulca'l line. ' A
cowplete change’ of race takes place The people whem
we now meet differ in all’ their cliaracteristiés from the
people of Indis. In Tndia itself, although there are several
Mahommedan classes professlng the religion bearing the
‘name, and in some degree assuming the character of foreign
rices—yet they have in fact, socially and morally as well
as in their blood, become amalgawated in the country of
their bmh. Iu spite of outward differences, the Hindos-
tanees are in essentinls one poople. Xt is very different
wheu we ovcrstop the boundary The tribes surroundmg
"Peshawor ave other in theu- habits, in their political in-
stitutions, and in theit whole dévelopment.” They know
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not the principle of passive obedience ; they havo not the
same industrial organization. They are a vagabond race,
who have o mortal aversion to pay rents, and a competent
skill i the usc of matcblocks and swords. A Yoosufme,.
with his peculiar appcarance and language, trailing watch-
look, dirt, impudence, and utter faithlessness, is about as
unpromising and uncesirable a sahject as we could wish tv
Gud. Moroover, the country in whichk theso tribes aro
foand is far ‘from productive. It naver could yield n
revenue which would pay hulf the expense of collention,
You will, therefore, hardly think of extending your tax.
collecting machinery into such unprolitable soil.

96. f do not think that ic wouid be expedient er
politic to exclude from our rule any portion of the country
which properly forms pact of Iudis, aud whick at any rate
includes ull on this side the Indus. I kuow that rivers do
not bound races—but it so Lappens that oa the othur side
of the Indus come the hills, and the clange of races takes
placo; s0 I way speak generally of tho line of the Xudus—
leaving ay I have suid, favther details to be scttlod bere-
atser, aud as a good Politica! and Polies hourdary line is
lhere found, [ think that the limit of our Oivil adminis-
tration may with advantage bo fixed ou or ncar this line.

97. It is not the least inconvenicnse of the peeulias
and protracted style of warfare in which we have for so
many wonths indulged, that our relations with the tribes
which had been subjugated by Ranjeet Singh have becoma
very complicated. After having stirred them up to rebe!
against the Sikhs unassisted by our troops, how we are
to persuade them to receive as the price of their excrtious
a yob heavior yoke I don’t know. Ablctt's Iluzarehs and
Edwardes' Patbans can hardly consider themsclves to be
fighting merely on our account. They look oun it 8s an
opportunity of regaining their inheritauce. 1t is fortunate,
therefore, that their position 108y ennbla us to get rid of
most of thew. Those bayond the Indus we wust make
over to sowe oue else—and in regard to tho few on this
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side I suspecet thq cheapest course will be to exguse thom
altogether . from ‘the payment of rent.. That is the best
chanéo of gocuring their affections<—or if it ‘don’t ‘do -that;
thoy will ab lest alWays be s6 Lard dt work fighting
among: themselves for .the-proc udu. thiat: ﬂney mll hue 1o
- titme to give us aay troable.’ . ivines e e
- 28, :2The ‘firgt:: !ully“cotmiry ig*-that - b«bween “the
Jivelnm and Attock. .. This is ‘undonbtedly an.integral. part
- of-Tndin.and miust be:held: It may not be a-paying’: coun:
try, but you cannot grudge a moderate expendiiure for the
possession of the very gates of Hindoostan, - It -is 8 sort
of outwork against all enemies—and there aro no scrious
difficuitios in the way < its rotenticn,  Iis .extcnt is not
very great, and -our Frontier forces might be cantoned
within ite limits, . They wouid heve the Indus in their
front—and for defeice the nature of the country js an ad-
wantago. In.one portion of this. temtory are the Hazarelu
whom Goolab- Singh: could: not - mansge, and. who ‘have
consented to rebel uunder Abbot:ageinst the puymenb of :
their Revenue to the Sikhs—for.that is the real natuse, of
; the. .defence: wlnoh -Abbott . ‘has camod .on g0 :well u:d
. successfully. _A. xefusal to pay.isme of the. fow. “fivours
whioh - they- wxll ,tlvuya be read,y 0 gu.nt on tho lona!: m-
couragement, and;as we: qpn&-.flgéen 3 : :
now, we- mus}. just concl,udq the
bone of contention and: exempting . he om reut” 84,
luve above. sugguud lnd they. wilk tflon give Littletrouble.
They cannot be.mede ..over..to . Goohb again—after ‘what
has puud—-and though in, regsrd to-that Potentnh what‘
i5:done is doue,. aud;L:am-not going.to re-open that ques-
o tion, it would hardly do.to entrust:bim with. the -keyvs of
the :gate ;of Xndis: Ho might. some day, take a bribe and
: ;-lot m ;somo: ono whom he onght' Dot ;- I don’t.

; GQllnhy “Phtholnd“.
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99. But what are we to do with Peshawur ang the

other similarly situsted territories? They are cminently
subject to' Lhe disadvantages which I have pointed oy,
They bave no defence, but are exposed to invuluerable
asseilonts—the dwellers in the hills, Every one who hag
lield them has been constantly in hot water. The Revenua
wust each crop be collected by Regiments of Infautry, und
order (or rather disorder) muss be Jkept by shifus utterly
benenth our diguity. Itis, therefore, highly inexpedient
to attempt to hoid in our name the ierritory iz Lthe sut
skirts of the hills,

Tut although it is not easy to Lold this territory, it ig
vory easy to invade and at sny tima take possession of the
sub-montanc portion of it. It cannot maintain & remaler
acmy of any strength. While, therefore, our cantonments
are on tho Indus it is completely at onr mercy.

I would tal:e advantags of this state of things to turn
it to account in another way. I wouid hribe Dost Mahomed
into friendship by giving him as a “ fec” from us, and on
csndition of an alliance offensive, and defensive the whole
or most of the country between the Ludus and his own pos-
sessions, I think this better than giving it to some separe
ate Chief, because in the ono cose the advantage would be
but negative—the getting rid of a losing concern ; in the
other we should have the very positive, and considerable
advantage of gnining « direct and powcrful held on the
Cabu) Chief. Holding his best territory at our pleasure, ,
we should but look to his fecling of self-interest, and we ]‘
might reasonably demand important concessions in virtue ;
of our gift, Suliau Muliomed has committed himself, but j
the “ Dost” bas not. He, of course, has tauken Peshawur |
end Attock from our ensmies—and I dare sey he will be '

j»
!
}
i
|

rensonable enough. He will rather take Pushawur, &c., as
o gift than fight for thew, knowing that o fight would be
hopeless. T would, theroforo, when you have Leaten the
Sikbs, propose to Dost Muliomed to accopt the territories
-alluded to on the following conditions :—
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1. They are held as a Gef of the Brilish Crown, and
bomage doue accordingly.

2. An alliance offensive and deflensive—our enemies
to be liis encuiies, and our friends his friends.

3. An Ambassador to be received at Cabul as be-
tween two friendly powers.

4. The Suzerain to have {he privilege of marching
through the territory to blockade the Khyber Pass, when
such a step shall scca necessary.

5. The Drost distineily to understand (hat he will Le
well served out if Lo is faithless.

Imugine there could be little doubt of the acccptance
«f ties~ terws ; andd I say that, if the arrangements wers
carried out, our frontier would be much better sud more
cheaply secursd than is otherwise possible.

The accession of territory would not be sufficient to
render the Afzhans a dangerous power. In fact, it would
give them more work at howe. The revenues would not
Le very large, and wmust always be fought for. Lhe Dost
would still be uualle to support an efficient regular Army
—aud bis irregulars never would dare to attempt to cross
the Indus in the faca of our troops. On the other hand,
it would no longer be in bis power to intrigues with foreizn
States. Our Ambassador in his Capitsl, and our troops
close at hand, he would be too closely watched. No denger
could approach us without ample warning, and abundant
opportunity for making the moderate preparations which
would Le required. I therefore strongly urge that we take
as wmnch as js good for us, fix our proper bouudary on the
Indus—secure nu ally with the remainder, and so we shall,
at the same time, bound and protect with outworks our
Indian empire. I commead my plan to your considera-
tion. As I have goneso far, I will proceed one step far-
ther, and sugzest an Ambassador to Cabul. I would
namo Major Mackeson. Iujustico was done to that officer
iu his last appointent. 1t wes one to which peither his
previous cxperience nor the hent of his gonius disposed
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him. DBut he is now employed in & way in whick he ig
well fitted to shine, and if Government avail themselves of
his services in the right way, he may yvet add to a distin-
auished name. He is 2 man of wnenderful temper and
sound judgment; a remarkable linguist, and perfectly at
lLomo ninong the natives; tho very pictur= of a real Politi.
cal Officer. He may not indulge in sudden and original
flights; but whatever he does he is sure nol to go far
wrong ; and this, of all others, is the man for a diplomatist.
1 am not comparing hiw with Sir II. Lawrence. They are
two totally differeut characters, and ench shines in a way
the opposite of the other. If I may so express it, they are
s fncommensurate’’ qum-.:i:.ics. But T think there can le
no doubt of Muckeson’s peculiar litness for an cmbasyy to
an independant power, and I Liave ne doubt thet he weuld

succeed at Cabul.
50. Oue word on Military dutails. As in civil

mattors, I would draw the boundary line nt the Indus, and
advance a Politicnl ontpost Ly opcuing relations with
Cnbul—so in the Miiitary dispositions, I would post the
main linc of def=uce on the Tndus, and would set tdownas ¢
a suggestion (leaving its propriety to be determined by
those betler qualified to judge such atters), the pro.
priety or possibility of throwing out a small advanced post
—an outlying picket in the shape of u moderate aud easily
garrisoned Hill Fort, at the mouth of the Kbhylker—a sort
of Porter’s lodge, where would be kept the key of the gate,
and adniittance given or refused as we should desire. This 7
would, of course, depend very much on the expense; but 3
if we go nbout it in the right way, and avoid too lurge a 3
scale, I imugine that, at an expense very moderato for the
ohject to be effected, a Fort might Le established in which
a small garrison could bid defiance to the surrounding
tribes, and could hold out agninst an invading power till
relieved. Wo havo seen to our cost at Mooltan the
strength which fortifications give to an otherwise
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contemptible Force. The Khyberees, few in numbers, and
insignificant in thewselve,” bave always been invincible
trom the accident of holding the passes, and, from Alexan-
der to General Pollock, no onie has passed, but by payiug
thewm. If we have not secured a footing, it might on an
emergency come to a question of bidding against another
power for the possessipn of the pass, and we might be out-
Lid ; whoreas, if we have o pavawount post, it cai be at
auy time reiufvrced, und for dgfuice We sra independent of
the Khyberees. The nature of the country is so favour-
able, that some hill could easily be crowned, provisioned,
and garrisoned with the wing of regiment, which would
be porfectly sccure against a sudden assault. Witness the
defence of Ali Musjid with a mere haudlul of men during
the Cabul outbreak.

I would select the site on tho meavest defensible point
It could thus be at any time approached from this side
aud yel would give complete command of the pass. ‘

The arrangement would Loe one which my proposed rela-
tion with Dost Mahomed (bolding the country up to the
Khyborasa ficf) would quite justify ; nor would it com-
plicate our i:ositiou, for the garrison would be perfectly
isolated, aud interfere in nothing so long as we are at peacé
with the Affghans. It would be quite secure against
jrregular assauits of uuruly tribes, aud if we should aver.
go to war, it is much better that we should tind ourselves
in g0 advautngeous a position. We should but close the
pass—send o divison to occupy Peshawar, and reinforce
the garrison of the Fort, aud there would Le complete:
defence. The Fort would always be & nucleus on which to
Lase, if nocessury, more extended opemtibns.

It would Le quite uunooessary to keep up s line of
“ comwunications” with the Fort. So long as we are at
peace, the custowary relicfs would take place in termsof
the treaty —if we go to war, it wonld hold out guite long
enough for our purposes, Ilowever this projrot is es it
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may ba, It will not aflect the disposilion of the larger
bodies of troops, and the principal cantonments will doubt.
less bo on the Jeft bank of the ludus. The advautage of
the river iu our front, is, that we are thus saved from all
liitle war. The sub-montene country is left to tho pos.
sessors of the hills, and i is not necessary for our troops tn
turn out against every rovber cliief or band of plunderors,
Wo are separated frow these people by a clear line, and tillan
invading fooattempt, or propose tn attempt, the pussage ofthe
Tndus, we nced not fire a shot.  Nor is uny such foe ikely
i vench that river. If juvasion is attempted, the troops
march out of cantouments, and Llockade tue pusses a [ew
marches distant,  Altogether, I thiuk that the Indus is g
most desirablo boundary, politicul and military, and believe
that, if our relations beyond the river aro skilfully manag.
cl, India may bs at peace on her Western Frontier for

many a long day.
Lcoxomist.

et st = e . S

No. VI

My Loxp—[ am perhaps premnture in my present
suliject but I am not withont hope that a battle may bo
iinmediately followed by a proclamation of annexation, and
theraforo it is well to bLe belorehand with those parts of
my subject which must be decided at ouce. It might be
wory regular to particularise the work to he done before
detailing the machinery which is to dait; but as in practice
tho machinery will come first—as yau will ficst mako the
necessary appointments and issue youwr faller instructions
ns you find opportunity to do so—I shall commence with
a chapter on the machinery, with a few hints respecting
things to be evoided—and shall hiope that, a littlo time
lieuco, matters may Lo in such train us to enablo me to
proceed moroe fully iuto the principles which I would urgo
—and the Political—the Polico—the Ruvenuo—tho Judi-
cial system, )

TR
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2. In arranging your administrative iwachinery, the
great objeot (and that which has hitherto been moss
neglected) is to establish some regular system—a consisient
—intelligible—working—centralising system. It has been
too much the custom, to make a number of appointwents
.ot hap-heaard, without any referonce to the relative pro-
portion, fitness, and correspondence of the different parts,
The consequence has been that too much has depended on
the character of individuals. Oae district is in one man’s
hands, and is managed according to his ideas; another, in
ancther mar’s bards, is maragod on entirely opposits
principles. One commissioner interferes with bis subordi-
nates too little ; another (vo much ; end in too many in-
stances there has been a total want of any activec head of
the whole—any general superintendenca or centralisstion
whatever.

When the N. W, provinces were first taken possession
of, a regular commission was appointed—a system was
observed ; and it may be remarked that, to the present day,
.these provinces are mach ahead of any other part of Indin.

" There generally kas been some attention paid to them, and
‘the counsequence is that the Agra Presidency is far in
‘advance of Bengal, though a much luter apquisit_ion. But
‘subsequeut Japses of less importauce have been differently
treated. ‘They have never been properly attended to—
bave rcwmained neglected appendages of the supreme
Government—and each has been fashioned at, the caprice
of an individuael. OF all things avoid this. Try to cen-
tralise. Do careful that you do not put on one man duties
which one wau caonot perform ; that, because & man is
excellent in one live, you do not impose on him other
duties of a different, if not incompatible, description.
Provide an efficient head for an efficiont system—not a
nowingl superintendonce, Next, let the courss of ad-

ministration flow from the superintending bead -to the
.aotual execative instraments as direcily as possible, Every
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intermediate link-—cverything that renders more distant
the extremities of sho machinc—tends to weaken its opera-
tion and disconnect its parts. Reline not Loo mucii—
abolish superfiuous grades—have but one power to direct,
auvother to execute. With but a nominal superiutend_eucu
and & cliain of subordinate grades, no uuiforwity can exist,
3. As tho directing powor in the Punjaub, I advacate
o commissivn. I do not hink the work cau properly be
done by one wan. There is v wuch of i, &nd it variey
too much in its details, to admit the Lelief that you caun
find eny one mnn capable of getting througl it all as it
should be done. Onc man is possessed of energy—another
of & jodicia! talent—a third of revenne details; bLut you
seldom find them all united. Besides, as I propose to dis-
pense with intermnediate grades, and to centralise the
superintendence in ono point, it will be evident that tle
mass of business will be quite sutficient to occupy two or
three individuals, The udvantage of a board will bg, that
it gives unity, and yet leaves the power of apportioning
the departmonts. You can thus have tho best men of
each department uniting their labours in a common centre.
If the departments were separate they would clush, You
nuet have one power; but it may Le cowposed of two or
three members. 1t were useless to multiply instances;
and if expariencc on tho N, V. froutier had not already
proved the impossibility of one man doing juslice to all
departments, a very cursory cxsmiuation may soon con-
vince you of the fact. For how great is tho ditficulty and
-iwportance of the scvernl subjccts, each of which is
sufficient to occupy, aud will occupy for a long time to
come, the -best men you can find. Ave not the political
relatious of the froutier territory most delicate and com-
Plex, and muast 1ot ouo mnn give much atteution to this -
subject 7 Of our Indian polics, wa only kuos tho lament-
able fuct thet it is w0 palice ; that the amount of crime is
in exact proportion to the length of our poasession.  Wo
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have tho Thuggee system to show that a police is possible.
s general aduptation remains, and to commence a btier .
system in so Jarge and important 2 country as the Punjaub,
would be worthy the exclusive effurts of any man. Of the
judicial system, it must be admitted that great and grow-
ing evil results frow our Anglo-Saxou ideas ; that we must
no¢ be hampered liy rules of evidence ; that the grand aim
must be to discover the guilty——not as in Eugland, only to
peotect ile iunocent. What so [fair wn opporbuniiy of
reform as in commencing airesh in 8 new country ¥ And
is not this a Jabour worthy of one man? Owr Indian
revenue system has attained cousiderable perfection—but
it is not learnt in @ day. Jis adaptation to, and introduc-
tion into, a new territory will sufticiently occupy, for some
years, the Lest reveaue officor you can get. The military
details of the Punjoul will be novel and important, aud
some one must Le charged with this duty. In short, to
edminister the country at all, you must have more than
one iudividual; and to do justice to it, you must select
severai of the best officers to be found in India in the
severn! departments.

4. There can be no ﬂrenter error than to suppose
tbat any one can adiivister new territory while the good
wen are drudging in our older proviuces. In fact, new
territory, more than any other, requires the very best men ;
and it would be bettcr that an exchange should be made;
and new men sent to old appointments, than that new men
should 61l new appointments, The first few years of our
possession is the critical period which determines the
churacter of a district ; and o littlo moucy speat in ohtain-
ing cfficient heads to the administration, and introducing
an efficient system, wjll be well spent. Countries, too like
children, are always aptest and most teachalle in their

-infancy ; and if, in the first years of the British Punjaub,
you can lay the foundation of an improved adwinistration,

which, if it succeeds, way be extcnded to less fortunate
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will only say, that it secmis cxtremely improbable that he
should have made such a blunder as to conduct hiwself in
the way described by one writer, and I think the disclaimer
of his ussistants sufficient on that point. Of his temper,
I may safely assert that the fact of his being a maa of
decidedly violent temper, is notorious and certain; and
when the controversy raged, the great mistake of bis
admirers was in absurdly denying what is clear as noon-
day, and so throwing discredit on their otherwise strong
cage. Still, 1 don't think this by any weans a futal defect,
ae lonr as Sir Henry keaps a deaent curb oa hinself, and
- 80 regulates the time and place of his ebullition, az not to
causo irreparable evil. That euch instances have, or do
occur, must be showa by specific proof. I am not aware
that they bave. Indeced, I considor his temper an essential
part of the man ; without that, it would be the part of
Hamlet omitted. A very wild man is seldom very energe-
tic. Wilfulness is the very soul of energy, and, in my
opiuion, energy covers a multitude of sius. Lawrence was
a famous man before he was a great onc, and on his previ-
ous fame his popular reputation chiefly rests. His subse-
guent career, aud what he did for Lord Hardinge, and was
made a K. Q. B. for, rests between him ‘and Government. I
don’t think he was a man for half measures, if higher
powers were willing to consent to whole ones. At =ny rate
he managed the Punjaub for two years, and wust bave large
expericuce. In civil details, his experiencs is of a very
limited description ; but he will have enough of other
watters on his hands, and, in virtue of his gualiications
as wecll as of his present position, he would of course be
one of the commissioners.

For another Cowmissioner, I would suggest your mek-
ing it worth the while of Mr. Henry Lushinglon. He is
Jjust the kind of man you waat ; great natural talent, com-
bined with great experience, and yet not bound down by the
trammels of previous habit. Heis a citizen of the world,
and & man capable of originating— much too good for the
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provinces (having to unlearn as well as to learn), why than
vou, my Lerd, will have deserved well of your country,
and your reiga will be an cra in Iudia. .

T have already argued thet the country is nob neces.
sarily unruly and turbulent, and [ bescech of you not to
abandou it to the capricious rule of any roan, however dis-
tingnished in his way. Pay attention to the subject your-
self. Do justice to it, and 15 will well repay you. You
will not suppose, from what I have said, that I argue in
favour of selecting men merely because they have had ex-
perience in our older provinces. We want something more
then this. Experienco gives habits and talents of busi-
ness; but the previous system is by uo rreang p-rfect, rnd
you must therefore discover men who have also enlarged
views of general polity, who deduce from their experience
of what 45 rational views of what ought to be. ¥ou want
not men of forms, but men of action--not lawyers, but
jurists—not collectors, but men who understand fiscal
affairs,

5. And now for the personel of the “ Board of Com-
missioners for the affairs of the Punjaub.”  First, will
neturelly present himself, Sir Henry Lawrenca; o very
good man in bis line, though, like every body else, he can't
be universal.

It is a delicate subject to discnss his character. Con-
troversies elways ran to extremes, and his admirers have
made him absolute perifection, while his detractors show
hi to be all that is Lad. .

‘The truth is, that it is as absurd to deny him great
energy, knowledge of the Sikhs, and of the countries on the
N. W. frontiers of India, and a large share of natural talents
as it i to assert, that he ia u man of particularly mild
tempor, or to supposo that be (or indeed any other man
under the circumatances) could, single handed, and, in ad-
dition to his other duties, found and carry out an entire
administrative and judicial system in a great country.
His dress I need not hare enter upon, Of his manner Is

[ ¥ POVPT RO FLIRRE .
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Sudder—that asylum of old women. It would he bopeless
to suppose that he can ever raise the Sudder, Everything
must be re-cast hefore that can Lo done. Ietter, then, do
not harness him to the heavy waggon, which has already
irvetrievably stuck in the mud, but make him one of your
new leaders, and start the Punjaub wachine on a fresh
score,

For a third Commissioner (if, as is probable, it ig
found necessary) pick out tho best Revenuc Otficer in the
N. W. Provinces—not a wero technical wen, but & map
who really understands bis work, and if he has any cxperi.
ence of new territories, it will be an immense advantage,
T am not of this moment prepered to say whick i the besg
man, but you may doubtless find out. 1f it were not for
being &ll Tawrences again, perhaps, considering Mr. Joha
Lawrence's late experiouce, bo would be as good a wman as
any.

I would make the General Officer commanding the
troops in the Punjaub oo ez officio member of the Boarg,

in seiecting o Secretary to the Comuwissioners you
would have an opportunity of iufusing the beat of the
younger biood at your command.

6. I forgot to say what would be some compensation
for the expense of so formidalle 2 Board, that the present
Cis and Truns Suilej Territories would naturally be incor-
porated with the Punjaub. Theso torritories have not
hitherlo Leen governed. They have been an appanage o
the Resident at Luhore when the Resident bas other fish
to fry, and there has been no wniformity in their mauage-
ment, nor sullicicnt attention paid to them, They would,
equally with the Punjaub, benetit hy the new system, and
the country mauaged by the Board would then Le equal to
s Goveroment, and In its present critical circamstances
more lmportant, requiring greater care and greater atten.
tion to detuils than wost Governments. That such a
country should be governed without o suflicient provision,
such as I bave suggested, is not to be supposed. It would
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be cqually unjust to the Punjenb to refuse it a fair start,
and to tbe Sutlej territories to let them coutinue in their
hitherto neglected state,

7. A sufficient Board being provided and set in work-
ing order, I would, in pursuance of what I bave already
said, dispense for the most part-with intermediate grades,
and go direct from the Board to the actual éxecutive Offi-
cers in charge of districts, There is, however, vue duty
of the very first importance to which I have adverted
above, and which, from its nature, must be perforwed by
one Officer. sitker one, of the members of the Soars or
a separate appoiniment—I mean the Superintendence of
Police. It isonly by uuiting the strings in one hand that
any system of Police can be attained. You cannot have a
Police in each district. It must be one throughout the whole
country to give any chance of success. Nor can it ever be
properly atteuded to by a man who hes other duties, and -
regards it as but a secondary consideration. It is the most
diflicult department of all, and which most needs amendment,
aud the Police of the Punjaub will be as difficult and impor-
tant as that of any conntry in India. You must then have
a Superintendent of Police who will, through the Magistrates,
work the Police all over the country, as the Superintendent
of Thuggee does his system all over India.

& In apportioning execuiive districts, I think you
should make theia as large as you conveniently can, with
the view of securing oue good man with e sufficiency of
assistonts to the charge of each. Both a better manage-
ment is thus obtained and much labour is saved. In
practice it is almost as casy to superintend alarge district
as a smell one.  The same establishment, the same forms,
and the same general rules, apply to Loth. The Board:
will algo bave a much easier task than if the country were
split up into very many small and indifferently officered
districts—and there will be a considerable saving in ex.
pense. The inconvenience to the people will be but very
glightly increaged —for all wlio krow tho perseverance md
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long-sufféring of suitors must be well avace that to walk
a few 1wilcs additional is a comparatively very small hard-
ship. For instance, o district with & 40 wiles radius,.
wonld contoin nearly double the area of a 30 mile radins—
yet but a portion of the population would bave to wallc 10
roiles farther—and it could be better worked at a smaller
per centage of expensc. I would therefore have the dis.
tricts at least as large as those in the provinces.

9. The ezecutive pover, especially in a new country,
cauaot be dirvided, 't would not do to separate Magis-
trates and Collecturs, as in Rengal ; for though the depart.
meats may be separalely supcrintended, in the Exacatice
to work properly they must be worked together—both

"that they may play to one another and that clashing may
be avoided. The duties may he advantageously distri.
buted, but one man miust be master of al!, and responsible
for all,

10. The selection of Executive Officers is a task
which requires much care. Having settled to have large
digtricts, I assume that you can alford to pny them well,
and get the best men. Unfortunately, people are too apt
to run to extremes. You must avoid first the violont
« anti-regulation " man—who will be guided by no rules of
business or system—or oiders whatsoever—but does or
oniits to do everything simply because it is forbidden or
enjoined by rule. Such characlers are not uncommon in
non-regulation provinces, and ouce on a time the N. W,
Jrontier Agency secuns to have exbibited some fine speci-
wens of independent dispensers of justice. On the other
band, you wuat equally avoid violent * regulation ™ men
—who without the least regard to Lhe circumstances of the
country er tho fituess of things, forthwith turn cvery
thing vpside down, and will have all things immediately
cut according to tho pattern provided by the Sudder, for a
very diferent state of things. They at once destroy all
that has previously existed, aud they generally signally

fail in substituting anything wanagealle in its room. Too
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many men are of ona or other. of these two' clasaes ; but
* you must find .thoss who -have on the.one. hand learnc
hizbits of business, - dlselplme, ‘and - subordmsuon—uud on
the. other have.a tolerable: share o£ 00IAION.. BENEE—:CAN:
tompeér: fule: with: msoni—who :do not blindly:run: through
or qg;mat_ovouel)mg, ‘but.stear with an eye to the gronud
’ ..iludare. Eay. that -a mﬁcleney of euch men
you.look: for. them.: Ia appointing: their.
ausistants. and’ subordinates, ‘I would only ask you to re-
member that those who can’t perform certain duties in
other ‘pirta’ of the conntry, can’t do o in & new terntory.
Iv fact, you shonld =and sel4cted =en, not the Worss or tha
Qmost‘nntried. Many people are- sent to exercise power-
which would nowhere clse have been committed $0 thom
for years. In my opinion, no one sliould e entrusted
with powers in & new territory till he bas proved his

capability by exercising them satisfactorily somewhere:
else.
11. The same remarks apply to Uncovenanted ap-
- pointaents, There can be no greater mistake than mak-
- ing these a provision for young gentlemen . who can't get
anything better—without any standard of training, ex-
perience, of fituess. These nppomtments nhould be - ﬁlled
in the first instance by drafts fromi the' provmces—where ’
new hands- would fll their places-and bedaly’ tested. ' Tt
is difficult enovgh tc make a new* district -under “any cir--
cumstances—bat - when the instruments must be made ﬁm.
and the work done afterwards, it'is a Herculcau task, -and’
the whole is thrown back: for ' years.- Of the subordinate"
native establishment I shall speak when the * annexation *-
is out, and I come to-details. -
12 In the mesntime I bave only one more: piece of-
advice to offer. Let your firet " instruction to the new
‘iunchonanu ‘be—destroy not What yod find in exntenca
2ill you'aré prapared to sabstitute sometbivg: botter in its
viplice.- Do not. sweep sway every vestige of the mhu 8y~
tm, while you.are unprepared with-the means, of properly
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starting & system of your own, Do not drive away every
respectable kardar, and subslituto the first disreputalle
rascal .Who presents himself, muraiy because the Iatter.
is.willing to. dub bimself Tebsildar or Thavadar. Iy the
first place, take things o3 you find them. DMake the nosy

- of the mnative system of accounts, &c., Lc. Befors you:
advance-another atep, firat thoroughly understand facis ‘asi
they are Lefore you,, Then digest your plans, and introduce.
your changes gnd reforras rationally, and \yith your eycs,
opeo. A change of name does ot procduce & new system.
—and creating a cheos is not necessarily the firse step.
towa:ds creating order. Yot this i loo ufien it course
pursued, 88 if no previous Government had existed ; and
the consgtiuence is, that it is ouly by loag and paiuful
groping in the dark that a faiut ight is again obtained..
Yiek it, then, ba your maxim nob precipitately to undo til}
you are prepared to do. What you should do—what undo
—.and what leavo undons; I mny be prepared to advise you
at & wore convenient seuson.

EcoxodrsT.

GENERAL.—No. VIIL

My Lorp—I had hoped that the Punjaub question-
must are this have been decided, and I had anticipated
from all the signs of the times that it could be decided:
but in one way. I had looked to discussing the questious
which will arise after annexation : but for the present- I
s disappointed. It seem chat I have overrun my game,
aud I must relactantly retraco my steps. X am' possessed

" with grave fear that your paivh hos not yet beey suff.
ciently gmoothed —that annexation is oven yot a stambling
Llock to you. Why this Lesitation? Why this delay 2
Why this mystery as to the result? Can it Le, after besr-
ing tho heat and Yurden of the dny—ufier ruuning all rivks
and achieving & complets thoogh tardy and hard fought
Buccess—you now boyitato? Tou were bold enough at one’
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time—when you first approached the scene of action, it
was believed that you were all for the one plain and reso-
lute course. Has your courage deserted you at the eleventh
hour? Have vou reached the bm‘rler, and do you fear to
leap? Is the prize within roach of your arm, and do you
frar to seize it} Surely, surely, my Lord, the ‘“native
hue of resolution” lias not been “sicklied o'cr with the
pale cast of thought.” Theo, indeed, bas an “ enterprise
of great.pith and moment " its * current turned away and
Jost the name of action.”. ** There is a tide,” you iknow—
.and now is the turn of your tide—a fine spring-tide too—
so I beseech you to make the greatest possible expedition
and get into harbour. If you lose it, you will be ugain
carried out to saz, snd many sorc buffettings you will have
before you vegain the haven,
They say that you are waiting for orders from howme.
Jf this is the case, you disappoint expectation. Do you
‘geriouly for a moment suppose that if you, the Governor-
General of India, fear to assume the responsibility of
annexation, the Howe Authoritics will consent to do so
They neither will nor ought, Your poeition and office
meke it chiefly your proviuce to determine—situated as
you are on the scene of action. The idea of referring it to
thogse whose iuformation is several months bLebind :the
event, and whose knowledge of the subject ia'most obscure
and imperfect, is absurd. Seek not, then, to shift or divide -
the reaponsibility. By you shouid it he borne, and you
must bear it. You may anticipate tke eentents of your
despatches. They witl but consist of an endless array of
ifs and buts. If the Punjaub is to be anuexed, you must
annex it. Jf il is to he released, zou must relensoit. The
credit of success will rest wich you. With you must rest
the blame of another failure. To you all India looks for
a display of the requisite moral courage. The best orders
you cun receive are those which contain nothing. - Lord
Wellesley went to the other extreme. He used to detain
the ships, that the Court might bear notbiug of his pro-
ceedings till too late to altex them. You msy not be quite
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prepared to imitate him. Yet he lived to receive thanks and
2 more substantia! reward from this said Court ; and you ’
may do well to temper an excess of prudence with a litte
.interwixturs of his coergy.

But, my Lord, you bhave brought with you a dis.

" tinguished Teputation. Expectation stands on tiptoe; and
we ‘will hope from you 'bettep things than hesitation, up. 4
certainty, and delay. Do but avoid that “pale cast of
thought.” Thet is what mars everything. You mayde
pendvau it that first vasolutions are generally the best. 5
A man's patural impulse leads him to what is right—-“p;[. 3
thoﬁght." makes bim vacillate Letween right and wrong,
put ne had better return to bis firsv impulse in the end, -
I well kaow the fecliog ; and so do most men. I beliove °
that your first thoughts were for annexation. Then be not
oppressed with doubts and fears and strange fancies. Do
what you believe to be right, aud trust to your friends for
the reasons,

Considering the prejudicc whick exicts in England
against extension of the empire, you may naturally be
auxious to sscure en uuwnimity of opiuion in this country
before taking so important a step as annexation: aud
opiuion seews all but usznimous. I anderstaud, howerver, .
thal Sir Heury Lawrence is opposed to it. Now, I would
not for a moment be supposed to impugn the purity of that
gentleman's motives, bui I beg of you to rewewber that
20t only was he a principal artificer in the scttlement
which hes just broken down, but under present arrange-
ments he is King of the Punjaub. As then, human na- -
ture is but human nature, you must regard Sir Henry not .
80 much a8 an unbiassed adviser and a potentate pleading
bis owa cause. By all means hear what he bas tosay;
but xeceive it with caution as the argument of an advocate, |
It would be well, too, if you adwit an advocate on one side |
to retain one on the other, to sift and combat Sir Heunry's
argoments, and give the other side of tho question a fair
shance, . .
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To dnother opinion of Sir Henry’s I would not- be. g0
-tolerant. It is said that he has come back to declure that
tho “ Sikhs had bean exceedingiy ill used,” and. tbat if bo
had stayéd there- would have: been nothing of tié kind.
Now thiis-js; really; ‘too mugh. - Anything ‘moré entirely
avithout foundation it is -inipossible to conceive, and the
ussertion ‘is o most unfait one—for his policy was carried
out to the letter ; and - if poor Sir Frederick Currie did
wrong, it muat have been in fov tmplicitly following in the
_Yootsteps of his predecessor. 1t is perfectly clear that the
“origin of the late struggle. was the cxistence of a Sikh
sxiny wid Goveérnaent.  The outbresk wus a mare qoes-
tion of time. A storm brings a calm, and the prostration
of the first campaign was foliowed by = couple of years
peace ; but the reaction follows. Sir Frederick carried out
in its minutest details the system wbich Sir Heury bad
Jeft him, and perhaps the carriage and temper of the for-
mer was less likely to provoke resistance than that of his
predecessor.  Even the particular affuir, out of whick
grow the present, bad its origin in Lawrence’s time. - It
was determived to relieve Moolrn:i before Sir F. -Currie
joined, and even the deputation of the unfortunate Mcr.
Vans Agnew bad been arfanged; - That-I know. - -
Altogether, I thinle that if Sir H: Lawrenco-says thdt
the Silcha were ill used after-his-departure, the charge is
ungrateful aud unfair, What his energy might have doue
_ in nipping the rebellion in_the bud is another matter. If
he had done so it must have been but to break .out et an-
other place. The banishment of the Ranee is an alsurd
handle., Not one of the Chiefs caves in tho least for the
Ranes, or for any one but for Limself: Any one of them
would, with all the.coolness in the.world, heng the Ranes
on a tree, if he could be advantaged thereby. It may suit
them to talk of the Rance now, but no one will be so weak
us to believe that they care more for bor then for tla
other Raneer and Rajas whom they havs murdered: "~ 1f the
gevoral feeling of inseourity, caused by sach bandikiménts
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be alleged, I say that Lail Singi's was o still more
temarkable instance, and in that Qolonel Lawrence Lad a
pact. '
" 1 know not what scheme the present Resident nqw |
propounds. Perhaps a contingant. I con only again.’ ho|;§ :
that the time for- such things has gone by. A conbingant
is no new scheme, it is as old"as British Tudia, and § -
leave you to judge.whether the result hus been fcvom?]zlp.
—wiether all expericucu avd sll public opinion is ok
against it. It is a scheme for taking all the risks and res-
pousibilitics of occupation without the advantage of our-
gelves govorning—of making the people our own gubjects
—and dofug justice to these whom Providence has commit. -
ted to our care. It is the economy of lmvmg irregular and
Tocal troops in preference to regular ones—and the extn.
vagauce of sacrificing the revenues of the oountry to., the
drones of a pative Court, instead of drewing 'them our
gelves ! Jtis the gross immorality of condemning s cop-
quered country to perpetual discord, plunder, and misgov-
ernment, without advantege to ourseives. It s the folly
of leaving on our frontier the embers of once pgwerfg]
fires. Weve the couniry surrounded by our . territories
they might continue to smouider, but touching as it does
that country from which previous invaders of Indis Lave
issued, snother conflagration may at any time be kindled
For many reasons, I cannol conceive that yoa wil ndopt
such a course.

But what mors can Isay ? I can myself i unsgmo no
argument in favour of half mensures-——no.one edvantage, |
real or imaginary—and I cannot guess what Sir. H, - -
Lawrence way sllege. I must ropest that yon will do
well not to give ear to cr paris arguments.. Your.im-
mediate advisers, having no porsonal knowledge of .the 3
facts, canuot be prepared to controvert those of the Reqx-

. deut, and it is very easy to have the best of it when a man;
bas all the talk to himself, and nobody to gainsay luln. E :
then you wish Lo get at the real stato of the tass,. yp_u_ .

Sin Lhaaedintl Wil s RIS B BN W e e
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should, before udopting the Resident’s views, malke them
patoat to others, who havo had opportunities of judging,
aod - who may entertain opposite opinions,. When you
have heard both sides you may settle your facts, and th°n
druw your couclusions, without fear of efror. . ..

One fallacy T may suggest. It. xs a.bsurd to. nupposo"
that ‘the Sikhs or the inhabitants: of t.he Punjaub vull be
Yetter pleased with a contingent- and double govarnment,
than: -witl: annexation. , The population will not be.better
Pleasad ; for-they.will . he :subjected to-hard task-masters
ibstéq.d.‘-oﬁ mild ones. ,The Sikh soldiers high and low ‘will ’
not be ploased ;.for their, occupation is gone all tho same,
aud tuey hud rather cullivate under an eacy syefem than
under a grasping one. The Jats aud Jat Sikhs are par-
tienlarly partial to our revonue system, avd to the zemin-
daree rights which we accord them. Then why should’
they prefer a contingont and misgovernmant to annexation
and a regular system§  The petty Sikbs of the olden race,
if deprived of their swords and of the privileges of anarchy
bad wuch rather enjoy in peace aud security under our
guar antee 5 little rent-free land, Oue clnss and but one
class (if cluss they can be callad) would benefit by s double
govsrnment, the vultures which prey on the carcase of every
Indian stzte—the creatures of the Darbar. To suﬂl o
class will you sacrifice sall conscience am'} all: polwy-r—all
regard for ¢he rights of the governed, and the mtemu of
the governing

If Siv Henry Lawrence still standa in the way of
annexation, I would say, rather than * torn awry ™ a groat
euterpriso, compromise the watter., TFor the civil govern-
ment associate with bim Mr John Tawrence. The latter,
froma all I hear, is an excellent Officer thoygh be 13 a
Inwrence, and perhaps sowe of those who decry him might
with advantage profit by his instructions. He is. wrong
perhaps in somo’ things—may  occesionally - rather bully
peopla’ without any corrésponding advantage .to Govern<
Ment; 88 when he invivie on substiluting; ioncy,paginents.
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for jagheers or vent fee landsto those who would be wel]
contonted with Aalf the »alus i land, bui detesl money
puywent, snd gre in ronsequence discontented subjecte
with the power of doing mischicf, But generally he ioll
nuderstands his work, and he has abundant energy to

rendér useful his knowledgn He is neither o geniug
atterly ignorant of his work, nor a stuggard to whom ex,

pericnge uvails not—hul a mau bred to the trade—of good -
talenis and great energy. Wa wunt more of such men,

and you uced not be deterred by a littlr roughress ang

Dastiness, Family compaats are in themselves an evil, and

Colonel Lawreuce seoms to hnve made a clique of the.
Residency—but I had rather have aunexation and two
Lrothers, of whom one has been bred to, and undnratands,
his work—than a contingent and an autocraoy of one -
brother whose genius lies in an irregular line.

Ecoxomist.

No., VIII.

Mr Loro—1 am sorry to see that the English papers
are not yet unaninous as to the polioy to Le pursued in the
Punjasb, The Times proposes no schome, but rather sets
itself to suggest diffoulties—and in doing s0 exhibiis a
woefal iznornnce of the facts. L(udced, some very abaurd
fallacies concerning the Puujnub, the Sikhs, aund the
Afighans have gotien pessession of the English mind. It
is not denied that geographically aud historically the
Punjaub is part of India—but people at homwe cling to the
belief that it is filled with au unraly and desperato popula-
tion, und the fear that ¢o hold it would bo to walk on
bidden Gees—and ever since the Caubul catastrophe they
have o respectful dread of tho AUghans, and are haunted
with the iden that to sdvance our frontier is but to “fly to
evils which wo know not of.” It has Loen my object to.
show vou that the Punjauliees ave not ungovernable, aud
that on the Indus we have, in all human prolability, that
wuch wished-for object, & “ finality,” inaszmuch as the
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I bave spoken more particularly of that portion of the
Punjaub from whence the Sikhs epring.  Of the other-por:
tions it has not been pretended that there is aunything to
dread. They are now as they were when the country
formed a ‘‘ peaceful province of the Mogul empire,” with
this exception, that they dislike the Sikh rule, and would
welcome our ingress with most sincere satisfaction.

If you yet doubt the result of tuking the Punjaub in-
our own name, I would beg of you to Jook back to the in-
finite array of precedents’ furnished by -our bhistory and
experience,. We have seen many strong and formidable-
looking native govérament succumb, and war bas succeed-
ed war, till each was absorbed. But has evil ever in any
one instance resulted from aonpexation ? Every state which
retained the substance or the show of indepandenéa has
come into collision with us, but, singular to relate, domes-
tic rebellion in our own territory has been almost cutiroly
unknown throughout our whole Indian career. I do not
cousider the small outbreaks ia the Jullunder to Le domes-
tic rebellion, inesmuch as they were in immediate connec-
tion with a hostile aud, in their eyes, triumphant army—
and these outbreaks were but those of a few individuals,
and never made any head. _Even tbe irregular warfare in
different parts of India with hill tribes of a race other
than Hindoo has been alwost invariably on lehalf of some
puppet potentate. _Tlie brond fact remeins, that in our
own important possessions serious rebellion has throughout
our bistory in India been unknown. Will you, then—can
you, in the face of this all-powerful faot—give way to
imaginary fear? The country is the sawne, the people is
the same, and what has taken place in other parts of India
must take place in the Punjaub. Annexation will bring
safe and lasting peace. Half measures muet be followed by
troubles, miegovernment, and disturbancé. So it has ever
been. The only serioiis outbreak in our provincea wluch
I remember was one at Bareilly, about, I think, the year
1813—and that was a mere mob opposition to & Chowkidari
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“Tax, and was completely and finally put down ULy
-a couple of companics. Rolilkund and the Rohillas had
at oue time a great nare, and can anything be quieter
than that country now is? Look at the records of the old
districts of Rohilkund, and you will see that whea we first
took possession things were by no means 50 quiet, nor
the peoplo so apt, nor so much respect paid to our name,
a8 Las been and will be the oase in any part of Sikb-lend.
Armed parties traversed the district—wings of regiwents
with guns went out to coliect the revenue from refractory
villages. Yet things soon guieted down, and no one nowW
looks on Rolilkund as a country bLeld but by the force of
bayonets. Much more easily would the Punjaub be
brought to the same state.

The Sikhs are a military class, much more tractable
ond more easily moulded to our purpose flian Rohillas or
other military Mussulmen. I cannot too often repeat, and
you cannot too carefally besr in mind, the gravd dis-
tinguishing mark of the Sikhs, as compared with other
Indian soldiers, in their not-having yet lost their connec-
tion with the soil and their character of agriculturists. ¥
confess to having myself a particular -partiality for them.
They are fine fellows, Without prejudice or nonsense of any
kind, who can turn their hands to anything, They are
quite free from the ridiculous pretensions to dignity and
superiority of the most contemptible Mussulmen. They
heve not forgotten their origin, Indeed, I tbink the
Sikhs and Jats. of the frontier a people whom we' sliouid
particularly cherish and attach as our subjects. They
bave muck more of our own charncter-than any other
Indian race. While the Mahommedan pays but & sulky
ond constreived obedience, they, cen and do look up to ve
—and-as sooxi as the intoxication of recent péwer has:
subsided the obedience of sll wilk be bearty and willing..
Make much of thew, my Lord. You fear to grasp a~
serpent,.but you may yet find it a faithful servand;. situat~
ed on the frontier of Iudia, they are most desirable
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sulijects, for they may be used at any time against the
M'o.lxommeduus beyound the boundary. Their sympathy
with our Governmeat, conduct, character, and habits, will
always be much greater thau any other foreign race.

] Y-ou must be careful, indeed, that you mar not this
fair picture by mismanagement. You ust have a proper
system and proper instruments, and then see if the Sikhs
do not soon cheerfully acquiesce in your authority.
Under a double Government all parties would Ue wretched.
If they have wisgovernment and a revenue system which
they dislike, the Sikhs must have military service as an
outlet. Under a system which suits their taste and gives
its due Lo industry and capital, they stand in need of no such
safety-valve. But if you destroy the Sikh army without at
the same time ensuring the requisite facilities for practising
the arts of peace, then, indeed, will there be a cunkering
and pestering sore which may have lamentable results.
Such is, and wust be, a double government, and such is
the frightful slough which it must be your first resolution
Lo avoid.

Tt is reraarkalle how much even Sikh chiefs in their
prosperity cling to old associations—how little they forgec
the instability of Indien greatuness. It is a sort of proverl
among them that soverign power may pass away any day,
but that the proprietorship of land subsists through all
changes (which is indecd the case till our civil courts come
into full play)—aud mea who Lave the Goverument share
of the revenue of many villages are yet still more covetous
of Zemindaree. I have scon many instances of this—and
the trouble they took about it when in the plentitude of
their power would almost induce the Lelief that they an-
ticipated the result, and had an eye to the detuils of our
system. I could show you a village Cis-Sutlej, an old pos-
session of the Attaree family, where Sham Sing Attaree-
wala (killed at Sobraon) took immense pains to make him- -
self Zemindar of a single Pattee. In short, their natural
predilections all lie this way. Their present position is but
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on accidont. They will readily return.to the occupations
of their ancestors, aud you need not distress yourself with
vain feurs Never was there a better Land. . You have
but to play it ina relsom.ble way.. It is not, as one.of the
papers says, & choice “ between dangerous neighbours and.
unruly:su:bjects,“ but between dangerous neighbours and
quite useful subjects, The popular delusion ‘is tho very
opposite of the truth, and you will, I trust, prove it to be so

Thinking, as I do, that the Jats and Sikhs make good
subjects and good soldier3, I think that if you increase the .
army you cannot do better than offer service to those who
wish it. The Sikh regiments liave answered well, and the
eating ouv salt would give us an additional liold on, a.'ud.‘
conuection with, the population from which the men are
drawn, DBesides, lnte experience goes to prove that they
are much better men than the “ Poorbea " Sepoys. They
have also fewer prejudices—they can pat their bundles on

- their own heads when occasion requires—they eat from the
seme common cooking vessel—are altogetber miore hardy
and Buropean-like in their habits. They would Le a great'
accession to the army. One great mistake was ‘made a8 to,
the Sikh regiments, and which deterred many from entering
—tbhe insisting on their wearing “ Topecs.” I am no advo-
cate for yielding to'prejudices—far from it—but all races:
and all religions have their peculiar ideas, aud two things
parhcnln.rly prohibited to Sikbs are Z'opees and tobacco,
Why, then, when we are so particular about Hindoo and
Mahommedan pro_]udlces, we should go out of our way to'
make the service disagreeable to the Sikbs without the
least obJect I can't conceive, A man can’t go iuto vxllngo.
without gettmg into a quarrel, Lecause the villagers call
him ¢ ‘l‘opeews!n " Surely it is an innocent praJudxce,'
and they are so free from this kind of thing that their one
prejudice nnghtbe mdulged English soldiers would be
indignant if compelled ‘to woar turbans, I fancy that thol
Topee is a blunder from mero ignorance, )
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The Zimes makes the quostion of annexation aepeund
on obtaining a ~ finality,” asks where we are to stop, whe-"
ther we shall aunex Affghanistan too? I answer certaiuly
not, for reasons which I have already ientioued. Afghan-
istan would not pay, it is rio part of Indin, its inhabitants
are not Indians. The more the Dost and his subjects fight

. among themselves the Letter for us. The Indus is our
““*finality,” and as far as the present condition of the world
goes, thereis every prospect of our being freefrom fighting on
thatboundary. Ifyoudoubt this, the Affghausare well known
to officers of oar arwmy ; ask those in whom you have most
confidence whether tlere is the slightest px'obabilit;y of their
Leing able to oppose a siugle brigade in fair fight in tho
open field, whether they rave ever done so? The country
does not yield the reveaue to give strength to the sinews of
war, and the character of the people is entirely against their
making good regular troops. Desides, they ave uttery dis-
united, in race and everything else. They are no nation,
and we have nothing to fear from them. Most assuredly
it fs for a “ finality ' that I would go to the Indus. Onco
more then, my Lord, be not afraid. Do not sit at Feroze-
pore, like a boy afraid to rob an orchard because **3an
traps and spring-guns” are duly advertised on a board—
make up your miud at once, like & wan. There is nothing
else for it, ‘

It just comes to this, will you make a temporary
arrangement or a permanent one? Will you look to the
security of the frontier, or to empty names? Will you do
justice to tho country which providence has placed at
your feat ?  Your mission is a great one, and you inust
fulfil it; but, Yefore all things, remember that if with-
drawal is a cowardice, any holf mieasure is & double cowardice
—the cowardice that preveats you from unnexir_»g'nnd the
cowardice that pravents you from withdrawing. Take
eitber course, DLut dewarz of the fatal middle conrse, If

" you withdraw, the work has but to be done over again,
if you compromise wo are inextricably committed.
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I bope T have not been doing you an injustice : but
certainly this delay alarms me. Show that I have been
soistaken. Do not let Sir H. Lawrence have all the
argument to hinaself. Do not mistake the Durbar at Lakore
Jor the people of the Punjab or for the Sikh nation. Re-
wember thatit is the great rock on which others bave split.

EcooMINST. .

ECONOMIST CONGRATULATES TUR GOVERNOR-GENERAL.

My Lorp—At last we breathe again more freely—at
last the clouds of doubt and suspeuse are made glorious
summer by the sun of annexation. The 29th of March
1849 will long be meuiorable in Indian bistory, and long
will be famous the name of the ruler who has given
& “finality " to the Indisn Empire. My Lord, I do most

- sincerely and heartily congratulate you. The Sikh power,
the Sikli army, the Empire of Runjeet Sing, and almost
the 'Sikh name, ave things of history. Not only for seven
years, but I hope for a much longer period,  shot will not
be fired in the Punjaub. The permanent pacification of
the country follows from aunexation as naturally as effect
can follow cause. Any serious disturbance is next to im-
possible. The means of disturlance no longer exist—the
spirit and the will must speedily die out. The Sikhs will
soon be knowwr Lut as a quiel and agricultural people.
The Panjaub will be a subnissive and prosperous provingce,
vielding in the arts of peace to noue in India, and, it may
be (if advantnge is takeu of so fair an opportunity of iu-
troducing into our system the improvementy which ex-
perience suggests), surpassing all in good government—in
the adaptation of institutions to the circamstances of the
people, and the contentment of an industrious yet mnnly
population. It will be found that oven if Larren tracts
make’ tho” whole revenue not very large in proportion to
the gross arca, yet the lnrge fertile territories will yield
a considerable and easily-collecled revenue, which is a
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clear gein to oyr Indinn fioances—and more than a clear’
gnin, for it will not ouly be an addition to our remt rol,
but may almost be made the meaus of dimiuishing our
expenditure—inasmuch os we shall now be free from the
enormous cost of defensive and offensive measures of con-
stant repetition and little intermission. You bave now
discovered the metal of which the Afghans are made, and
a'few years hence they will be about as little, and as much
thought.of, as the Burmese now are. The western will be
little Jess secure than the eastern frontier. And while
you rejoice in having done your duty to your own country,
you will not think lightly of the benefit. conferred on your
apecies aud on the people of that country, which has been
added to the British crown. No humane man could have,
by any act of bis, permitted the recurrence of the scenes
of carhage and sickening waste of human life, which Lave
ensanguined the last year of our bistory. No wise op
benevolent man could have refused to bestow on a subject
prople that liberty to sow in seed-titae and reap iu harvest,
which forms the simple economy of an Iudian population ;
and by the aid of a genial climate and certain self-contasned
institutions, natural poor-laws aund immemorial rillage
corporations perbaps gives more humau Lappiuess than the
wore complicated rights and more artificial institutions
which distract Europe. I don't know whether you meant
to enhance the value of the boon when you kept the world
so long uucertain and distrustful about annexation ; bat it
is now appavent that distrust was out of place.. The
measure is well-weighed, deliberate, avd complete—and
the public voice on the subject will be unanimous. Other
Governors-General have added to the Empire, but you
bave completed it ; others have conquered successive parts,
but you have consolidated and secured the iwhole. For
the first time Iudia is really our own—nay more, for the
first time India is under the dominion of any one mester.
You are the first sole ruler of the most famous country in
the world. You occupy a throne which has been, since
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ambition Grsé appeared in the world, the golden prize for
which all have_struggled--but none havefully obtained,
Aud you may be proud of your position: You bhave -
achieved it, and L hope thiat you may . keep it long. Youw
have wronged uo waw; but you.have done your duty, and
doue it well; . "

.. Having. attained the finakity of conquest aid ot empire,
tlms early in your reigu; for you may be preparéd tlig
double glory of bdth consummating & career of wor, and,
originating a career of peaceable reformation. I hope that
it may be so. A vefdrmadtion.ii wanted. The laws, the
customs, and the consciences of a forthern race, and an
artifeial society, must be more approximated to the plain
practical understa.ndmgs of an Asiatic people who wiLL:
hold -that .black is black, and white is white, whatever.
philosophers may say to ‘the country. - But on this I may
not now euter. I will but once more congratulate you ow
your posiion, aud [ am sure that all India and all’ Europe
will, with one accord, joiiiin the congtatulation.

‘It is singular; in reviewing from the cownmencement
of the whole contest with-the.Sikls, to-observe !mw, re-
markably fortunae seems to have favoured the good cause— ~
how everything has tarned out for the bost. I believe that'

_ there is much reason to be thaukfal for all that has tiken' °
pluce. - If the Sikh-army bad been u little less dotermined
ond: its vesistauce a little less protracted, we ‘might bave
lost the blessings of aunexatioir; if it had been a little
mote successful —but no—X will not be unpatriotic enouglt
to ‘conjecture what - might then: have happened. In the
Sest; <Campaiga it i2 very possible thiat if our advantage had'
been pressed the war might Lave terminated liftle less
abruptly than.on the 'prestut occasion, and I do believe
that the. military. obstucles overcome, amnexation must
lave been at.auy.time a Suocessful messurs.. Yet still
when we see what- the Sikhs have this year done” with’
small resources;; we must not forget that in 1846, Mool-
tan, Caslimere, Atbok, Kangra, and the-whole resources’ of
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the country in their possession—our arwny shattered, and
the hot weather setting in—the result must have been at
best doubtful, and we would hardly now run the risk of
1846, iu preference to the certainty of 1849, The Sikhs,
too, if once conquered, might and probably would have
been kept under, but their prostration and subjection
could have been nothing like what it now is. That they
should have been twice conquered is the most fortunate
thing in the world. They will never rise again. They
have tried war, aud they bave .tried rebellion, and cer-
tainly they bad enough of both., The particular events of
this last war have been not less favourable in their results
than the general fact of the double conquest, The com-
puign bas been a protracted one, and I have little doubt’
that the effects in the permanent pacification of the coun-
try must be much more certain and lasting then if tho
war had been nipped in the bud by a much more dashing
and summary termination. T do nov go so far as to give
your Lordship credit for so very far-sighted a policy, but
under providence such must lLe the result. The whole
mass has been thoroughly fermented—no portion can have
escaped the purifying process—all the bad humours have
come to the surface, and have been eradicated. You have
now but to strain off the clear liquid and keep it carefully’
in new bottles ([ am glad to see that you do not trust en.
tirely to old bottles for your, new wine) all will then go
right. You have only farther to' tauke care that no new -
element of mischief gets mixed up in the process of puri-"
fication. Keep an eye to the old bottles tao—especially to
one very large and very old bottle—the Patriarch of the
cellar. If he should happen to burst great will be the
outpouring of good wine. However, as he is such a re-""
nowned old vessel, we will hope that he still retains powers
of distonsion to meet the oxigencies of the times. I am not: -
disinclined to believe that it will be found so. ‘

But I have diverged from ny demonstration of what
we owe to a favouring Fortune. 1 am no judge of the
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strategies of war. My sphere is a more humble one. But
this I will say that if ever most sincere and beartfelt thanks
were due for a victory it was for-Goojerat. It Seemed like
a special interposition. Men are indeed. led tgi‘bhe'irvruin
by being first' demented, and never was there s'_mor.e stik.
ing ivstance of it.:. Most appropriately might the despatch

-have commenced iwith the words of the douglity and God-
fearing Hero of & former age. *The Lord hath deliveerd
them.into our hands.” Well did the General and the army
do their part in the deliverance—and for the rest, thanks
to our ‘¢ Zkbal " and to General Gilbert, another month has
ended war ; the discomfited Sikhs have Jaid down their arms,
never to be resamed ; the country bas béen purged, purified,”
and reoenerated—and T hope that when you wake a tour
next cold weatler you mll find it swept, garnished, “and
prosperous Your fiat is sufficient—one dash’of your pen
changes the scene, as in any Arakian tale, from dar]..ness
into light.

If anything were wantiug to show the character of the
Sikhs, ‘and of the war, the maumer of its termination
‘must resolve all doubts. We have had no Guerilla \vnrfnre,

. as the. Enghsh papers anticipated—no desperate atm«gle of
fanatics Akalles. ‘We have but had a regulnr army meet-
ing us ia stmggle on a fiir field. Thbe morale of that army-
is destroyed by defeat, and we hear no more of it. The'
saldiers bad little pcrsonql eonnection mth the Chiefs, and
had they been de:pera.tc men they ‘might have continued a
very haressing contest. But no—they are no desperadoes—-
they are comiorhble people, accastomed to serve Runjeot
Sivg on da.lly rations and monthly pay. "They have wives
and chlldren, and lands aid cattle nb home, and they hue
n0 tnte for starving in the desert i in the Ogre-like hope of

. one day drinkiag the blood of a Fennghee. They have .
little natxouhty—meroly the mtunl love of domination—
but they like the good things of dommntxon—not the life
of s dogin the wilderness ; and, fuiling the fomer aleemn- )
‘tﬂe, they are quite prap:red to return fo their homes and -
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stay there. Henca their readiness to lay down their arms
at the suggestion of their officers. You may be sure that
the last 8 months of scanty or no pay—little to eat, and
much to do and suffer—has thoroughly cured them of all
martial ardour. They like a guerilla warfare about as
much as a London guardsman would like bush fighting
among the Caffres. They have abundance of pluck and
courage—but it is a calculating courage—and deprived of a
nucleus you will never hear more of them.

Altogether, I maintain that by the favour of Provi-
dence our position in reference to the Punjaub and the
Punjaubees is more favourable than any mere human dis-
position could have made it. For you it remained to pluck
the fruit thus presented to you, At last you have put

, forth your hand and taken it, You are sllustraled by the

act. This day bas indeed taken a load of doubt from the
grey hairs of your edmiring.

ECOoNOMIST,
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