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"Freedom is not worth having if it does not

include the freedom to make mistakes."                                                

MAHATMA GANDHI
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"Let your plans be dark and impenetrable as night,

 and when you move, fall like a thunder bolt." 

SUN TZU
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4.3

1 

The reigns of Humayun,Akbar,Jehanger,

Shahjehan and Aurangzeb the Successors

of Babar may be Considered the golden

period of the history of Lahore. The city 

again became a place of royal residence; 

gardens, tombs, mosques and pavilions

spr ang u p in  ever y  d ir ect ion;  the  

population increased, suburbs arose until

the city became, in the language of

Abul-Fazal "the grand resort of people of
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all nations," and celebrated for its fine

buildings and luxariant gardens. To this 

day almost all that is architecturally

beautiful in Lahore is referable to the 

period of the early Mughal Emperors.
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4.6

2 

On the accession of Humyaun, the Punjab,

together with Kabul and Kandahar, became the

54



apanage of Kamran, Humayun's younger brother,

who seems to have given the first impulse to the

architectural adornment of Lahore, by building a

palace, with a garden extending from Naulakka to

the river Ravi. During the struggle between

Humayun and Sher Khan, Lahore served as the

place d'armes of the Mughals, and, on the

temporary expulsion of the former from the

throne, narrowly escaped destruction. Sher Khan

at one time meditated razing it to the ground, and

transferring its inhabitants to Mankot in the

Sialkot range; and, on his death-bed, he lamented

his not having done so as one of the errors of his

 life.
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It is possible that we could find people in the 

Punjab who could remeber the days  when the 

so-called grand-stand on the Lahore race-course

was nothing more imposing than a raised

p l a t f o r m  o f  e a r t h  o r  s u n d r i e d  b r i c k s .
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06March,1846. 

Rode out to the Shalimar gardens. A great part of

the space in the interior of the gardens is

occupied by tanks of water, from which rise

numbers of fountains, reapear a second time in a 

second division of the garden on a lower level.

The cultivation is, of course, very rich in trees and

flowers, and there is much pretty marbale work in

the buildings, baths, etc., within the garden. It is

a picture of a rich, luxurious, oriental garden, the

enjoyment of which was enhanced by the

presence of the band of Her Majesty's 9th Foot,

w h o  h a d  a  p i c n i c  h e r e  t o - d a y .

GENERAL  MACLAGAN
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 (Dr. Anna Suvorova) 





As it is the case with most ancient cities in the world,

the historical and geographic image of Lahore has

been taken up by literature and the fine arts, which

have turned it in to an artistic image. The artistic

image of a city greatly augments the general capacity
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of topophilia to reveal the emotional connection

between man and the surrounding enviorment and

efface the phenomenological barriers between the

subject and object. Reflection and dream, allusions

and associations, imagination and invention that are

employed by creative thought considerably transform

and expand the chorological notions of a city.
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