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PREFACE

THE THIRTIEs OF the present century witnessed the mse of the
Khaksar Movement 1n Indra with Allama Mashriqi as its leader ¥t
comeided with the rise of the Nazis 11 Germany, but while the
former tended to be a social movement and drifted to politics only
m its later stages, the Jatfer was purely pohircal from the very
outset

As 1n Germany, the period followng the World War I had
created unrest and dissatisfaction among the younger generations,
particularly of Musl mIndiz  Unemploy and depression
was the cry of the ime A university graduate was willmg to selt
his talents for Rs 35 a month  In Madras and Umted Provinces
brilhant youngmen, to escape starvafion, were constraned to jomn
the lower police services or so-called menial staff of the postal
department The economic miseries had demorahised the people
The Khaksar Movement was the offshoot of these crreumstances

Khaksar ts a compound Persian word <Khak’ plus ‘Sar’
‘Khak’ 1s dust and ‘Sar’ 1s life, that 1s, one who 1s a Khaksar must
be humble Iike dust

Prune facie, the ostensible object of the Khaksar Movement
'was social service  Dwessed 1 semi-mulitary style with Belchas on
their shoulders under the command of thesr salars in perfect rigid
discipline, they marched through city streets on the occasion of
religious festivals and rendered even memal services whenever
required to do so It became a most powerful orgamsation
towards the closing years of the thirties and dominated the feld
for a little less than a decade  Its success was short-hived, and
1t dssintegrated with surprising rapidity  The Khaksar Movement
could not become an ail-India movement in spite of a good organi~
sation, though it was certainly widespread

The Khaksars aimed at disciphmng the whole nation  Ther
motto mm lfe was ‘Action and Glory’ They groaned that thewr
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PREFACE

nation talked too much and worked lutle and they therefore
endeavoured to make st powerful with action To them the German
defeat of 1918 was mamnly due to the German s much talkative
nature  They belived A silent natron 1s a powerfil nation  the
power of th~ English nation hies i s silence

A very glaning feature of the Khaksar Mosement was its non
sectarian character  The movement stood for unity for Liberation
of Iotha and for seculansm  Though overwheloungly Musim
the hhaksars did mot indicate any tinge of communalism The
services rendered to the famunestriken people of Bengal amply
prove their clarm for umty and secular approach to alf problems
of India

My wterest 1 the subject was roused by my erudite teacher
Profissor A B Lal form r Vice Chancellor of the Umversity of
Allababad and no v Viee-Ch flor of the U y of Rajasth
Jaipur  Sub equent discusstons with Dr A D Pant Professor and
Head of the I partm nt of Poliical Setence Unnversity of Allahabad
andDr S A H Haqq Professor and Head of the Department
of Political Science  Aligach Muslun Unuverstty  whetted my
curiosty  Their heen interest and able gudance cnabled me to
undertahe this study  But wherefrom was I to get the malterial
The Rhuksar lradershup did not leave 1ny compact hterature  Ttis
scattered m onme or two page leaflets pnntcd as and when needed
The non lability of some source matenal
whi h could provide me substantial and detailed tnformation about
the Khaksars disheartened me  The newspapers only gave passing
ref rences which were too inadequate to be woven 1a & book

In 1969-70 1 vismed the Naional Archives of India New
Delhn as a Fellow of the University Grants Commussion  To my
utter surprise while consulting some secret and confidential reports
of the Home Department I came across a few files which fifled
the gap and rekindled my Jong cherished desire to work on the
Khatsac Movement  These files conssted of the confidential
Jetters and sccret reports to and from th Home Department and
they conshituted o valuable sourc matenal OF the surviving

()




PREFACE

personahitics mentioned in the records of the Home Department
are Professor Baber Mirza and Professor B A Khan While the
former had migrated to Germany long ago, the latter still restdes m
Aligarh 1t was Professor B. A Khan who very kindly furmshed
me with oral mformation about the Khal sar tactics and activities
of ks time which enabled me with the help of secret records fo
visnalise what I call the Khaksar era. Without fhus the Khaksar
Movement could not be and discussed with as
no tecords were kmown 1o exwst elsewhere  Some Jeaflets v ere
discovered mn the records of the Home Department found m the
Mational Archives of India, while for others I had to consult the
All-incha Congress Commuttes Papers, Dr Moonje Papers Jayker
Papers found m the Nehru Museum, New Delm MissD G
Kheshwani, Assistant Dwector of the Natiopal Archives and
Mr B R Nandsa, Director, Nehru Museum made me available all
the relevant matenal while I worked i therr archives.

There 15 1o book i my hnowledge that deals exclusively with
the Khaksar Movement Ths has mspired me to undertake this
study The cmiment scholar, Dr Sayyid Nasir Ali, Professor,
Department of Politrcal Scrence, A M. U, Aligath, and the
teputed author Mr Ram Gopal of Lucknow were kind enough
to very thoroughly revise the book and my friepds Mr M. Sarfaraz
Husayn, Imran Mushtaq and Sayyid Shamm Ahmad read the
fype-script I am beholden to them all

Shan Muhammad

( vt )
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CHAPTER 1

INCEPTION OF THE MOVEMENT

‘THE POST-MUTINY era m Jadia 1s mostly conspicuous for the creation
of a number of political that a d the
slumbering India of ages  Out of these emerged a new deological
upsurge, the Khaksar Movement m the thitres of the current
century

The founder of the Khaksar Movement M Inayatullah
Khan, popularly known as Allama Mashriqs, came mto promu-
nence sometime m 1926 Pan-Islamusm® dommated his socio-
political :deas, and he gave vent to these more claborately the
same year when he was mvited by the Shaylh-ul-Islam® of Egypt
to a conference at Cairo *

His speech at the conference concerned itself mamly with the
condemnation of the propased clection of the Sultan of Egypt as

1 The Wahabi movemeat the Aligarh moscment, the Swadeshi

t, the Khilafat t  the Non-C and the Civil

Disobedience movements are some of them which have playea imporiant role
1n the nationalist movement of India

2 «The word Pan-islarmsm gamed much currency in the easly ewghties
of the muteenth centurs to bring about unity among the Mushm states of West
Asia and Europe against the Christian powers of Europe * See Encyclopacdia
Brtannica, Vol XVIi, Fourteenth edition, New York, 1929, p 185

*«One of the most honourable title which first appeared m the second
half of the fourth century AH  The title of Shaykh has always been resersed
for *Ulama’ and mystics® Seo Encyclopaedm of fslam, Vol IV, p 275

¢ For the Curo Conference, mvitations were sent to  the Jamat-ai-
Ulama, the Al-Inda Khifafat Comeutiec and the Mushm League Buot
they did not sead their delegates




KBARSAP MOVEMENT IN INDIA

Klnhfat ul Muslimin on the ground that & vassal ruler could not
be a spinitual head of the Islaimic world  He also had planned to
cstablish a common Islannc fund to be known as Byt ul Maal
wath 1 capital of £2000000 but tus scheme did not materalise
duc to the slackness of the participants A trp to Tslamic and
Luropean countries closed him to a2 number of prominent leadurs
The most popular among them was Adolf Hutler® in Germany and
Obaydullth  Sindhi® the arch rebels agamst the Brtish whose
dssociation must have naturally anfused  ants Brtishness
Mashrigs ?

Born 1n 1883 to M Ata Muhammad a petition writer of
Amntsar Mashriqr had a boiliant acaderme carcer taking the
M A degree from the Punjab Universtty and thereafier proceed
ng to En land to qualify for the Indian Civil Service Examination
But poor physique pruvented hum and he turned to the Indun
Educational Service serving entirely n the N WFP save for some-
times when he held the appointm nt of Assistant Secretary 11
the D partment of Lducation Mealth and Lands of the Govern
ment of Indrv  Tnjustice cavsed to um 1 s promotion during
the tenure of his service under the British forced hum to ressgn i
1930 Then he settled down at Ichhra a suburb of Lahore
contemplating to orgrmsing th Mushms for social service and

Hitler was the founder of the Nazi movement in Germany He entered
politics in 1973 wrole Veln Apmpf which was supposed to be the uble of tle
Nazs  In 1934 he becams President and Chaneellor of Germany  His pohicy
Ted to World War I He died 3n 1945

¢ Obaydullah Sindh: had & Stkh parentage but accepled Istam dur ng
Ns teens and left home  He jorned Dar ul Ulum Deoband in 1339 for Arabie
1ndies and remamned sery clos to Shaykhul Hind  The company of the
fearned devout sequminted him with the works and teactungs of Hazeat Shah
Wal Ullahy a great theslogian. In 1915 for hs revolutionary act vities he
wis tiled for tuenly years and visited  Afghan stan USSR Geneva  Turkey
and flejaz. In associations th Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh he farmed the
T 16 of Indain A 1 Ford tails sec Muhammad
Sarwar¢ Maulana Obaydullah Stndhi

1 Home Depitment Pol Tile No 11835  Secretand Confdential
Section




INCLPTION OT" THT MOVEMENT

withim a year {September 1, 1931) founded the Khaksar Movement
with a wechly organ Al-Islah® The movement was devord of
violent activities but 1t could do otherwise 1f condtions so demand-
ed as they were reported to keep m view the Perstan hne which
says, Tang Amad ba Jang Amad that1s, when one 1s forced to
resorting to violence, he will take to 1t ?

Khaksar, as previously stated, means earth-like, humble and
subnussive, and 1t 1s the spirit of this meammng that Mashng
latd stress  on the voluntary service of the Khaksars In a
pamphiet, The Final Word, he wrote  ‘The mtroduction of the
programme of humamtarian service m the Kheksar has been
designed to make the Khaksars bold and fearless, to wear down
fus fat soul, to strengthen hus obstinate and proud self and so to
make s self the prize of the world by rendering 1t obedent ¥
Therein he further elaborated that the first duty of the Khaksar
organisation was to secure for every community its civic 13ghts
and to guard its mternal and external mterests To mamtam
cordial relations amongst the various communsties, the Khahsars
were nstructed to recogmse people of each commumty as its
comrades and expected the same from others 1

The membership of the movement was not restricted to

* A report submitted to the Centrai Government by J ¥V B Janvrn,
Deputy Commussioner of Police Special Branch, Caleutta mentioned 1936 as
the date of the inception of the movement The report smd that Khaksar
associatron was started m the Punjab 1n 1936 by Allama Mashriqy, a disgruntled
member of TES  Tts object was to promote unity among Musitms of the world
and to tnstil a spirit of disciphne and unity among Mushms A branch was
started 1 Calcutta, 1n September 1938 by Peshawart frut sellers  But the
date quoted 1n the report appears to be wrong as all the contemporary records
quote September 1931 as the date of 1ts ception

® Sec Legislative Assembly Debates (Speech of Sayyid Murtaza Al: Khan
10 support of the Iiftang of ban from the Khaksar Movement), Vol T, 1942
Swsteenth session, September 14 to September 24, 1942, p 450

0 Home Departricnt, Pof, F No 74/6/41 (1)

t Phihps Talbot The Khiksar Movement,” publshed m the Indian
Journal of Social ork, See Home Department, Pol (i) F No 74f6/dl,
p 193
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Mushms It was open to all and had a non sectaman charact r?
Tts object was to attain perpetual happmess by umting the human
race arrespective of its religion or nationality  Social service based
on spmitualism bemg their sole obj ct the Khaksars were to drive
away from within false pnde passion malie vengeance intempe
rince revelry corruption debauchery etc and always to keep
mund that they were accountable to God for every action of theirs
The Khaksara wete not to be afraid of death They believed that
a pentod had been fixed for Ife and they were to mve untestricted
obedience to the Prophet of faith be he hnshna Buddha Moses
Christ or Muhammad 1

Certain dutses were also enjoined upon the Khaksars  They
were to lead a pure devotional hfe leaving all temptations to
wear Khaki dress and carry 1 shovel or Belcha which apart
from bemne an emblem of Iabour could be used for digging cut
fing and cleaning  They were to tie the badges of Ukhuwwat on
the ri ht upper arm which indicated a Universal brotherhood to
parade under the command of his commander and to carry out
orders loyally and with unquestioning obedience ¥

Dritling and parades formed an important part of the move
ment as Mashngr attributed the degeneration of the Musalmans
to ther divorcing multary bfe from rebgion  To lim mubtary
life was the heynote of Islam mulitary lf and Islam being synony
mous the gving up of military Iife was guvn,, up of Islam ¥ Allam
Mashriqt was ¢ man of rehigious learmng  He had rehigious
education of Islam ntroduced in all the High Schools of N WFP

m the teeth of Gowernment opp 1 He pleted  fus

" Home Department Pot F No 11835 See Sccret and confidential
repart of the Crrmaal Intell genes Departm at Pungb dated December 24
1935 by A T Hoplans ICS Ciuef Secretary to N WFP Government Pushawar

M Agha Snyyid Ghazanfar All Shah The Spirit of the Khaksar Mo ement
found 10 the records of the Home Department Pl (Intermal) F No 24j4/41
PrT&IT

thd

 Mashriqi Zslam Ki Askorl Zindagl p 10 -

N Note on the Maksar Masene ¢ found in the Al Tndia Congress

)
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outstanding work Tazkirah 1n 1924 after a strenuous labour of
four yearsy? This work presented the Holy Quran m a new
fight and drew public attention  The nterpretations given by
hum suited only us own philosophy meant to bring about socio-
political regencration of the Muslims ~ Naturally & was to come
1n clash with the Moulavis and learned divines 38

According to Mashriqi, the Moulavis were the most unprogres-
stve as well as lethargic section of the Mushm commumty In
his own words, ‘The Moulav: dislthes the Khaksar Movement
because when the mulitary and soldierly ability has been acquired,
when the strength for conquering forts had been developed and
when they have learnt to be ready at one clarton call  who then
would give bread to bim to eat’® To quote him agawr ‘The
way as shown by the Moulavss today 1s wrong The Khaksar 15
out to wipe out this wrong religion from the face of the earth and
establish agam 1 its place the Islam of the Prophet ™ The
nse of totahtamamsm appears to have considerably mfluenced
Mashngr's thmking  Like Hitler and Mussohint he also spoke in
a dictatorial tone and talked of regeneration and militarism
Describing the Khaksar Movement in a pamphlet, The Fmal
Word, he wrote, ‘It 1s a movement of men, lions, soldiers and
belligerents, and never a movement for women, wives, eunuchs and
boys’

‘When nations are wmn the throes of death and dechne,” he
contiued, ‘every body 1s helpless s finding out the exact source
of muschief, or where the shoe really pinches Once the mdivi-
duals of a nation are infused with courage, power, energy, aspira-
tion, will, and action 1s nstilfed 1 their imbs and action m hands,
feet, body, soul and determination—n short, action and only
Comnuttee Papers, F No G 631940, avauable in the Nehra Memorial
Museum and Libracy, Teen Murt: House, New Delln

1 Professor M Al-Fazl, An Exposition of the Tuzhrah of Allama
Mashrigt

15 HJome Department, Pol (Internal) F No 231/i941, Pol (I)

1 Mashriqi, Mowlavi Ka Ghalat Mazhab, pp 7,8

20 Mashriqts Qaul-r Faysal, pomt 3

5
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action then nothing on earth: can stop that nation from its onward
‘masch  We are nstilhng that  preliminacy lesson of action and
glory power and determination kingdom and sovereigaty—ayc |
resistance and war without which cven the slightest progress 15
impossible ;0 2 naton ! He exhorted the young Maushms to lead
the hfe of o solder to become true Mushms according to the
teachings of the Quran and elaumed that he was making throuh
military life the wholu nation a fishting nation~  To Mashriqu
obedience to the Moulavs was ridicuous sitnce he did not know
cven to handle the sword ®

His pamphlet Islam Re Ashari Zindagt {the Military kft of
Islhm} also throws a flood of light on the 1deology of th~ Khaksar
movement  Therein lso he lays great stress on mulitary Ufe and
says  Since the Musalmans gave up military life and dnorced
mudtary Iif from relicton and relieion from the world God has
becom angry with the Musalmans and has remorselessly taken
awav Ringdoms from them and given th m to other military
nations ¢ Paradise could be attamned by fihting the unemy on
the battl field and hell by avording war  Since he preached
mitary Hfe through his movem nt  Mashnqu was a great
admirer of Mustafa Ramal (1881-1938) of Turkey Ibn Saud
(1880-1953) of Saudt Arabia Raza Shah Pahlavi {1878-1944)
of Iran Ghazy Amanullah Khan (1892-1960) of Afghanstan
who stoutly opposed Mullaism and uprooted the conservative
clements that had sapped the glory of Istam  The reforms in their

3 Plulips Talbot op ¢t p 192 Cf Musolni s writmg with th abo ¢
mwhi h be says  We fight agamst every thing that restiicts and harms the
mdindual  Also Cf Hatler when he sass Man has become great through
perpetual steuggle  In perpetual peace bis greatness st dechioe  Aeln
Kampf p 124

Mashnqy Moulavi Aa Ghalat Ma kab pp 7 8

B Mashrtal Islamt A Askari Ziidagr p 15

411 p 10 Cf 1litler who says Nature knows 80 polltweal frontters
She begins by cstablishung If on the globe and then watches the free play of
fosces  ‘Those who show the greatest courag and industey are tho children
nearest to her heart and they will bz granted the soversigo 11 tis of exustence
Ma Kaypfp 3
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respective countries had so much ampressed hum that he wished to
become a disciple of anyone and kuss their feet for they had ‘saved
the sinhing boat of Isfam *  He wished all the Khaksars to follow
the footsteps of the above saviours of Islam 2°

The Government suspected the movemsnt from its outset,
and despite Ius declaration of the motwe of the moverment, he
falled to persuade them that it was in no way hostile to govera-
ment, but was merely an endeavour to orgamise the Musalmans to
prove therr unity and self-sufficiency to attam Swaray in a shorier
fime than through the methods employed by the Congiess 2

India of 1930—31 was hke a turbulent occan  The movement
for independence of the country was m the air  The Nekru report-?
having been rejected, the Congress at its Lahore Session (December
1529) declared India’s goal as complete independence  In Nehiru's
own words ‘this overflowing enthusiasm was for a symbol and
an idea ™ The events of 1919 were recalled with all therr humdia-
tions and glonies and the nationalist movement had taken o
different course hitherto not followed #*  In persuance of the reso-
lution passed at the Lahore sessston, January 26, 1930 was observed
as the complete mdependence day all over the country Dr Sayi-
ud-Din Kutchlu suggested a programme for the country which
conststed of

{r) The declaration of complete mndependence

(n) Complete boycott of the legislatures

{11) Orgamsation of a National Army of workers

() Orgamsation of a permanent body of full-me national

workers

= Iind , pp 15, 16

5 Home Department, (Polttical) F No 74/1/40, Section A

®7 In 1928, Pt Motilal Nehruy wath the help of ail parties, prepared a
constitution to meet out the challenge of the Governmeat that the Indians
were mncipable of framing any constitution  This report came to be hnown as
the Nehiru report which demanded Domimon Status

= Nemai Sadhan Bose, The Indian National Moreme 1 {Mukhopadhyay,
Caleutts, 1967, p 77

= Id
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(¥} An organsation of mmass cnil disobedience s well as
wndwvidual civil disabedience 1 selected areas
Dr Kutchlu also appealed to Mahatma Gandhi to lead them
onward onward until the goal 1s reached
No province of India escaped the fury of the National Move
meat  Even 1n the extreme North Western Frontier much above
the nich pluns of Intdia a young Pathan Khan Abdul Ghaffar
Khan with lus Khudar Khidmatgars® was m emergence The
young Red Shirt leader subsequently came to be known to the
milions of our countrymen as the Frontser Gandht for hus selfless
services and adopting a Gandhian way of hife
Such political conditions were enough to rouse Mashnqis
innate desire to form an assocration for social service  But the
Butish authornities {elt atherwise believing that the ulumate object
of the movement was far [rom 1nnocuous and that th re was sevo
Jution and sediion n it And 16 s proved from the fact that
Mashnqu before launching the movement met th  Arch National
ists ke Dr Sayfud Din Ratchlu and Khan Abdul Ghaffar
Khan who promsed ther fuliest support to hus movement.
The fndian Review January 1930 pp 28 29
! Rhudai Kldmatgar « as founded by Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan s
the wake of Shah Amanullah s abdicat on (1928) from Afghanistin  Tirstly
it was a non political body formed to eradicate the social evl and remove
educattonal backwardness of the Pathans  But s ith the nise of British tyranny
It drified to pohities  As the white clothes got easly dirty the Khan chose
red-colour & dress for hus volunteers and fus moveraent came to be known as
Red Shirt Movernent  Sce D G Teadulkar s Abdul Ghaffar Khan Bombay
p 39
For jolnmg the National Movement Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan had
to undergo severe hardships snd imprisonments o a fetter to Dr MA
Ansar] dated February 4 1932 the Khan wrote from Hazarbagh Central Jalt
1 consider C class prisoners better off than mysell  Inmy apiman thus law
had beea constituted for tak ng revenge  What should I write more 2 If I do
30 101 Aps Ut v AWy Ruoe ¥4 T v o vt ST
from tho heap  Se. records of the Home Department Pol F No 314107
1932 For detalls sée also the Home Departmenty (Political) File No 407/
1932and 22/115135
* Home Deparimerit Pol F No 118,35 Dr Sayf ud Din Kitchiv aad
Khan Abdut Ghalfar Khallare two great nationalists who fought against the

8
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In 1931 Mashriqu pubhshed a book entitled Fsharat the mant-
festo of the Khaksar which reveals the mner feelings of the founder
towards Britsh Ray  This was a prelude o the movement A
perusal of 1ts pages reveals that while 1€ dealt with the necessity of
Mushm regeneration all over the earth, 1t also displayed 1ts sympa~
thy for the Congress Crvil Disobedience Movement™ and hatred to
the foreign domnation The objects of the movement as men-
tioned m Isharat were as follows

{2} To umte the commumty and promote equahity, mutual

love and affection by persuading the people to serve
onc another

(1) To exalt the vision of the people by making them servants

of God

{nr) To establish umformuty by makmng people wear clothes

of one colour

(v} To eschew communal disputation and abandon political

sectarianism
() To make the community smart by providing an Istamic
symbol—the Belcha (a spade) and traming them 1 drilt

() To disciple all willages and cittes under one officer and
the ¢ntire community under one Amyr and to make its
members obey one command

(v1r) Not to collect subscription

{vz} Not to withdraw any step taken by former National or
Indian leaders, nor to any person, s
association Or movement

Botish throughout there hives DPr Kutehlu has passed away while Ghaffar
Khan 15 sul] alive and probably the oldest surviving nationahst 1 Afghamstan
He has also touted [ndwa *

3% Jn 1930 Gandbnt presented 11 pornts to the Viceroy  This meluded
total prohibition, reduction of the rupee sterling ratio, reduction i Jand
revenue, abolihon of Salt Tax, reductton of mulitary expendsture et Gandh
wrote to Viceroy that if his demands were aceepled he would not start the
Cwil D But the G dealt harshly  Thercfore, on
March 12, 1930, he took s famous Dandt March and stasted the Disabedicace
movement
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{1x) To Lecome the ruling power by promoting umity 3

Dres ed m hhaky vaiform and armed with B has  the
Khaksars appeared to be streaming bike a quas) military force  The
Bulehas or spade sigmfied a special symbol and this had been
borrowed from the battle of Ohud® when the holy Prophet with a
handful of people took the spade and repulsed the invading people
of Maccnh  Apart from its hgious simficance to Mashnqr
had endless virtues It was a weapon Jor a soldier for fishting as
well as for protection a pillow in camp  a cushion to sit upon 2
cup for dnnkung water a kettle for cookmg food and sron plate
for bal ing bread  Such bemg the good qualitis 1t was taken up as
the symbol of the Khiksars 8 In a message to the Khaksars
Mashriqe smd  Every prinaiple and every action of the Khaksar
movement 15 based on mubitary pattern  The Khaksar soldier 1s
not a showy and toy soldier  He s a perfect military commander
The hine of hhal s4rs 1s not a row of toys plittering 1 gay atint
1t 1s the lime of undaunted fearless soldiers Further Mashnqu
held that the Khaksar Movement was vitally necessary for other
movements had failed to gine any concrete result and Indian
Mushms needud n permanent standmg army unbreakable and
capable of solving very 1ssue and which might be able to withstand
the cnemy %

The Khaksars unquestionably had a purfeet orgamsation
Anybody from sixteen to sisty was purmutted to join it Right from
the top to the bottom offices were assigned by Mashriqr who held
the suprem~ control and escremsed absolute dictatoral powers

Home Department Pol F No 74/1{+0 Scc A p 150(3) Appendit
10 notes Seeret
+ A very famous batt] 1athe early i tory of Islam which took place i
th therd year of Hijrah b twe n Abu Sufyan son of Harb son of Omtyyah
the great nval of the Hashimiles and the peop! of Madinah  Ths battle
toox Pace ;i footd® YL whO A mo 1 cewms oereda e
Phslips Tatbot op et
bid
VipkE Cf vah Hitlr Yiesays  Hewhowouldlwe must fight e
who docs not wish tohgitinty world wher permancnt struggle 1s th faw
of if hasnotthenghttocust A InRenpf p 2

10
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The following were the rank of officers 1 the organssation

1. Amr Dictator
2 Salar-r-dkbar or
‘ Salai-+Zia District Commander
3 Salar-r-ldaralh--
Markazpe Assistant District Commander

4 Sdara-dla Commander of 12 Jamaat

5 S Salar Commander of three Jamaat
6 Salur--Mohalla Commander of one Mohalla
7 Salw-r-Idmah Assistant Commander of &

Mohalla

8  Pakbaz Sentor Janbaz

9 Janbaz Signatories of the ‘blood pledge *
10 Khaksar Privates

Of the above, the Janbaz occupied a position of special ympor-
tance n the hierarchy  They were requmred to sign a pledge, 1n
therr own blood, fo sacrifice thewr hves for the cause of the
movement The swearingn ceremony of the Janbazs was
celebrated with great pomp and splendour and they made the
foliowing pledge on the holy Quran

‘Respected Allama Inayatullah Mashriqi, Greetmgs ¥ regard
myself in the presence of God as one of the worst sianers  { hiereby
declare that from today I place my lfe, wealth, and everything else
bestowed on me by the Almighty atthe disposal of your great
Institution m the service of God and Islam  If I disobey the orders
of God and Islam, may [ be consigned to hell on the day of resur-
rection  May God accept my pledge 1 blood I submit the pledge
to the Khaksars Central Institution which has undertaken the duty
of gmding the Mushms according to the mjunctions of God and
the Prophet 1 pray that the Almighty may give me strength to
observe this pledge farthfully "

The Khahsars were not required to subscribe anything for the
orgatusation  They were only to provide themselves a Khak dress

5 Homy Depastment, Pol F Na 74/1/40 (Section A), p 105
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RHAKRSAR MOVLMENT IN INDIA

{consisting of a shalwar shirt and turban)  The beleha was
provided by the orgamsation suppled to it mma large stack at o
humble rate  The expenditure of the orgamsition was borne out
by Mashniqr who had a fortune of about 80 000 deposited 1n
Banks Morcoser an Ex Mir of Sindh alse contnbuted Rs 9
takhs which blished the and had hened its
hold on far flung arcas of India

The Khaohsars were not given any saliry  Th-y were to render
voluntary service  Osly a sort of promissory notes of the vafue of
Rs 10 and Rs 5 were introduced The Salar 1 Akbar and Sar
Salar and Sipah Salar were to get snlary of Rs 50 20 and 15 per
month respectively*  The promussery notes bore the following
mscesption m Persian

I promise to pay the bearer the above mentionid rupees
on the attainment of mdependence

The pronussory notes contained the map of India with crescent
star numbers 2nd an Arabic ine with the siznature of Mashriqr
These notes were banned by the Government of India 1n the name
of Iaw and order

At atim when the struegle to overthrovws the foreign domina
tion was 1n full swing any movement could have been seized by the
peaple  The Khaksie Mavement naturally drew young men to its
fold They started enrolling themselves as Khaksars with a dufy
to do and diec obwviously for the independence of India 1n the guise
of socal servants

In the first few years of its inception i the Panjab  people 1n
tens of thousands became its active members Branches all over the

+ Some accounts say that Rs 18000 were deposited iIn the Imperal
Bank of India

S The Bombay Clronicle October 70 1939 Scearly e Ahaksar Move
rent by Gop nath Stivasiava

4 ffome Department F No 74/1740 (Sectlon A) p 105 See also letter
Oof FC Burne CIE ICS Chief Scorctary to the Government of Punjab (o
the Sccrcfary to the Government of Indla  Homie Departmeat New Delhi
dated October 17 1942, Home Department (Political) () F No 28/9/1542.

Home Department (Pol ticaly (1) F No 28/9/1942 p 2
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Punjab and Lahore, Amritsar, Gwranwalah, Sargodha, Firuzpur,
Jallundhar, Shaykhpursh, Sialkot, and Hoshsyarpur started
fonctioning  Within a short period, it enhsted some five to six
thousand volunteers Its reaction was felt in the adjoining provinces
as well, and organmsed branches of the Khaksars appeared mn
Peshawar, Sindh, United Provinces, Bangalore, Madras, Delht and
Bengat

The conduct of the Khaksars 1a the Pumjab and other
provinces, save Peshawar, was m the begmning somewhat unsedt-
tious They only dnlled and paraded 1n thewr full umform with
spades on their shoulders, on the occasions of special Muslm
festivals to perform social service  But 1 Peshawar they had close
association with the members of the Red-Shirt movement and had
mtroduced a special form of spade and bayonet

This gave the Government cause to apprehend 1t as bewng a
nulitary orgamsation  In March 1934, at an executive commitee
meeting of the Khaksar organisation, Mashriqr stated that he had
obtamed a plot of land near Ichhra for a Khaksar traming school,
which would impart military tactics to Khaksar volunteers The
same year a group within the Khaksar organsation known as the
‘Sword Party’, was formed ¥ They paraded the densely populated
areas with naked swords, but these parades were stopped when the
local authorities 1ssued a warming under Section 107 Cr P C, asking
the processtomsts that they were rendering themselves hable to
achion

Brick by brick the body structure of the Khaksar Movement
was coming up, advancmng from military umform and drithag to
mulitary tactics and mock wars *  All over India mock wars were
arranged and the period between 1935 and 1938 15 marked by such
fictitious wars to which Congress leaders were also mvited 47 The

 fn N-WEP Khudal Khidmatgar held the field and exercised tremendons
wfluences However the mfiuence of Khaksars was not neghgibie

s Home Department, Pol (1) F No 74/1}40 (Section A)

¢ Jord, pp 474,75, 78

¢ The A-ICC Papers file No 11{1937 contams a letter of Abduliah, Salar-
+Tdarah, to Jawaharlal Nehru asking him to pay a st to three moek war

13



FHAKSAR MOYE {ENT IN INDIA

moch war was foupht in the presence of same ten to fifteen thousnd
people Huts and forts were bt up at strateac points and a fisrce
battk with gun and powder was fought The wounded were ru hed
to the field hospital The war stopped when the Rhithsar soldiers got
an upper hand  Mashng humself visited such programmes and
while recerving the guard of honour by the Khaksar Jawans armed
with swords and spades he never failed to wfuse miltant spirit m the
volunteers through a specch which euntred round the 1dea that the
Khaksars should unite and oppose force with force 4

One of the items of the hhaksar progrimme was the launching
of camps outside the city where they were taught s If help persever
ence and austenty  Thesc camps were to be the real schools for
teaching untty disaapline and brotherhood #°  Like mock wars the
camps were held an every part of the country and Khaksars from
all over India participated m them  Umformed women Khaksar
volunteersalso attendud the ladids camps and Mashriqe s daughter
bein, promun ut with th lady Kbhaksar  guded the 2 tvities The
mamn wlea ws to draw mass attention and populanse the move-
ment  Strict obed to the d of the sup ofti 1al
was exemplary® and such was the loyalty of s members to the
organisatton that they were proud of pnang therr Ines without

progevmmes to be Taurched by the Culbarga hhaksars on Au ust 32 13 and
14 October 14 15 16ard Drcomber 30 31 1937 and Januwary 1 1938 Sc
also The Bowt bay CI onlele October 20 1939

“ At tbat very tme Dr Moome the great Mahasabha Jeader also
founded a militacy school and toured Southern Ind 1 with the object of enlishop.
support for Jus school but he met v ith cons derable oppos tion from th
Karpattk Con ese feader G B Deshpanie who opposed Dr Mooog s
propaganda and charn tenised ot as being detrimental to tle Congtess and to
Findu Mushm unity  Sce extract from ihe Fortns hily Bombay Political
Situation Report for the first half of Seprember 1935 Appendx () to notes
Wide 3T mpTyann tmant B F No 11238 nn 17 18

4 Home Depariment Potl F No (1) 33591943 and kW

n Moy 1237 Mubammad Akram o Khaksae of Guaawala was

flog ed ucder the onlers of Dr Ghulam Muhammad  a local satar for not
sttend ng the Deltn K rksars camp  Mih mmad Akram \ idlingly submitted
o corporal penishment
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question 9 Janbaz that s those who signed the pledge with ther
bload, were 1o be considerably honoured AN thus Ied the Govern-
ment o view the movement with grave concern N

Like Jamat-ud-Din Afghan,*? Mashrig: also was a pan-Islamist
and amed at uniting the Musaimans of the whole world  With
this intenfion Mashrigr sent a party of mne Khaksars m 1933 o
tour the holy places of Mesopotammia and Arabia via Baluchistan
Persia and Neyd  After four years, another party of Khaksars was
despatched to Hedjaz with letters from Mashnqr to Tbn 1-Saad and
the mmster of finance of the Saudr Arabiar Government The
deputation interviewed the finance muaster distrbuted therr
hierature 11 Arabm but met with Iitle success 3 However they
succeeded 1n establishing Khalsar centres m Egypt, Aden and
Behremn It is difficult to say any thing categorically what led to the
falure of their nussion i the Mushim countnes It 1s probable that
British mandates over Islamic countries and Khakswrs miervention
1n Indsan politics obstructed ther progress

By 1937 the Khaksars had become a considerably mnfluential
orgamisaton  Mashriqgi repeatedly clarnzd that lus was purely a
non-political orgamisation and meant solely for the social service,
‘but their activities had convinced the Covernment of s wider
underground activittes  However, Mashriq formulated three non-
pohtical demands and strongly pressed upon the Punjab Govern-

5110 1938 a mock war was armnged at Lehore Tayab Al Shah a young
Khalsa~ recetved fatn] injunies and died in the hospital 1t 15 s greficant that
no reoort in this connection was made to the potice authorities by the surno™s
of the deceased

“*Jamalud-Din  Afgham {1838 AD-1898 AD) was a man of vast
Tearnmng  His message for the umfication of Mushm world erercised tremendous
mfluence on Muhammadans in al} countries  He fouadey at Macea 2 Pane
Tslamic Soctety which asmed at creating one eliph for the ~hole Mushm world
either at Constintinopie or Kufa

+1+A rumour af<o ran afioat in india that the Saudt Arabin Govern-
ment had wnvited 1000 persons of the Khaksar orgamsation to perform Hag and
had pronnsed to bear all thew eapenses from the trme they ermved 1 Jaddah
The Government of Sauds Arabia denezd this’ See Press nofe Foroen and
Politicnt Denartment, New Dalin dated Januacy 21, 1936 vide Home Depart-
ment, Pol F. No 118/35,p 29
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ment to accept to them  These demands consisted of (1) the
estiblishment of a broadcasting station at Ichhra the headquarters
of the movement near Lahore for the purpose of disseminating
the true teachings of the Quran and for delivening a common
Khutbah on the occasion of Id prayers (n) thesstting up of 2
Government agency for the collection of Zakat with a view to the
establishment of a Rhaksar Bayt ul Maal and (fu) permission to
Government servants to join Khaksar Movement

The khaksars gave wide currency to the above demands in the
Punjrb 1nd 1n August 1938 threatened to resort to bloodshed if
these were not accepted  Broadcasting being a central subject the
Punjab Government forwarded thesr apphcation to the Central
Government with a note that if the request for opemng 2 broad
casting station was refused they might be permitted to broadcast
on purely social subjects from the All India Radio Statwon  About
the second demand the Gov rament stated that they would legislate
for the collection of Zakat if the Mushms so desired but 1t was for
the Muslims to name the orgamisation to which Zakat should b
entrusted  The last demand was tejected with the plea that the
Government  Scrvants Conduct Rules prohibited  Government
servants participating in any political association #

The Al Islah the principal pacty organ  which was published
from Lahore made 2 hue and ery but the Government was adamant
and nothing was done  Besides the Al fslahi  other party papers
were the Rhaksar Sipaht the Khaksar Weekly and the Radance
published from Hyderabad (Sind) Calcutta and Algarh respec
tively

By 1939 the Khaksar movement had gamed a sizeable
followsng in many provinces Besides the Puryab the home of
Khaksars the United Provances had also a strength of 4771 members
It was the second most important stronghold of the movement
In N WEP their strength was estimated  between 2500 and 3000
members  Other provinces like Bengal Central Provinces Delht

¥ Home Department Pol I No  74/1/40 (Section ) p 105 (14) Sec
Appendix to notes Secret

16
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INCERTION OF THE MOVEMENT

Bihar, Ajmer-Mewar, Bombay, Smd and Baluchstan were reported
to be having small units ‘The Indian states of Jammu and Kashmyr,
Mysore, Indore, Blopal, Gwalror and Hyderabad also could not
check the growth of the movement Its total membership through-
out India was estimated to be approxunately 17,000



CHAPTER II

RELIGION THE BASIC NEED

THE WHOLE STRUCTURE Of the Khaksar Movement 15 based on
religious edifice  Religion 15 mnate in man and 1s indispensable
for his moral well being ! The need of religion as a guding force
has always been fult and even 1n the prinutive ages when man was
incapable of understanding the true nature of religion he worship-
ped some unseen superior force  Wath the passing of ages and
development of rcason a cunosity arose in man to understand
religions  Faith and beliel came into being and  the truc place of
religion 1 society came to be hnown  In cvery age man has
embraced religion and of he 1signorant of true God he must
make to himself false ones * The question 13 What does religion
give toits adherents 2 The answer 3s simple It gives man reason
to distinguish between good and bad virtue and sin and promotes
a sense of spirtualism which elevates lum from lower bemng  Man
1s the hughest manifestation of God and his superionty hes 1n dotng
things conducive to human society

Like other philosophers Mashrq: does not beleve m
spintualism  His whole philosophy 1s based on materahism as he
1s greatly impressed by western sciences and plulosophy  There-
fore the Khaksar Movement 15 based on matenalistic phitosophy

Syed Ahmad khan Batindur Serles of Eseays on the Life of Mahammad
Preface p 1

Syed Ahmad khan Bahadur Lssays on the Various Religions of Pre
Islamic Arabs (London 1870) pp 1 and 2
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RELIGION THL BASIC NEED

of western thinkers  He has freely borrowed {rom the writings of
Darwin, Bacon, Hobbes, Machiavcll, Bentham and other philoso-
phers of Hedonism who behieved m the greatest good of the greatest
number, and to wtroduce thewr respective tdeas he has gven a new
terpretatton of Islam tutherto unknown

In 1924 Mashriqr came out with a book called the Tuzhuah ®
He planned to wiite it -t ten volumes but hus dream remained
unfulfilled and 1t was the first volume that contmued guiding the
Khaksar Movement  The thesis of the Tazkirah s that rcligion
15 baswcally a system govermng the rise and fall of nations
Tazhurah, partly written 1n Urdu and partly m Arabic, mierprets
the Quran in a new light  Mashriqr believes that the Quran has
been a ‘sealed book™  all commentators and Tafsr writer had not
rightly iterpreted the words of God ~ Hence he himself uadertook
the task of interpreting the Holy Book i a manner swuitable to
modern age and English educated graduates Unlike Mutazlites®
thinkers who based their argument on reason, while not critcising
the social ife of Istam, Mashriqy, not only interprets things to sut
his own way but finds faults with everything Istame ®  Tazhirah
forms the Bible of the Khaksars which, to Mashriq himself, 15 ‘a
permanent reality’, and consequently a ‘vitally important book ™7
To persttade the sumple-minded Muslm, Mashrige has erployced
an oratorist style with flowery phrases  The rise and fall of Islam

¢ Tazkirah m onigimal has not been found out anywhere m the archives
In the records of the Home Department, File No 231/41 Pel (I)a tpyed copy
of An Expositton of the Tazhwrah of Allama Mashrqt by Professor M Al
Faziisavadable This 1s actually a commentary on Mashnigrs Tazkirah
‘The author starts his book wath a Foreword’ and thereafter provides an English
translation of Tazkirah with hus own views  This makes the task easy for the
1he present writer .

¢ Foreword, p 13

* A great theologreal school origmated with two natives of Basra, Wasi!
b Ata and Amr b Ubayd  The pertod of thew activities covers practically the
reign of Cahiph Hisham and s Umaiyad suceessors, 1 e, the years 105-§31
(7123-48)  See the Encyclopacdia of Isiam (London 1933), Vel 1L, pp 787-83

SM AlFazl,op o, p 14

* Tazksrah, pp 2, 6, 19
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form an important subject of discussion sn the Tazhirah wherem
he laments and sheds tears on the down trodden Mushm millions
under un Istamic rule  He holds Mullas responsible as also for
the degeneratton of the Mushms who were hell bound worthy of
chsgrace and inswlt *  Tiungs are yjudged from their mtrinsic value
but Mashriq: judges them from the point of view of power and
strength  This Jeads lum to matenalism and he counts everything
m terms of matter

Since through the force of religion Mashriqi wishes to trans
form the thinhing of Mushms he discusses it thoroughly To
discuss religion he starts with Evolution  The Islamie concept of
Evolution s the transformation of potentrality mnto actuality
Mavlana Rumi (1207-1273)  Ibn Khulden (1332-1406) Shah
Waliuliah (1703-1765) and Sic Savyid Ahmad hhan (1817-1898)
all believe i Fvolution and hold that man came into existence 2s
a result of a long process of development ®  But Mashriqr does not
believe i this notion of Evolution  He beleves 1n the Darwins
theory of evolution which 13 based on the 1dea of the survival of
the fittest through a struggle for custence?® Naturally the plan
Mnashniqu drew up for the hhaksar Movemenf was only fo be
fulfilled vnder the Darwinian theory and not through the Tslamic
theory of Evolution

To an orthodox religion connotes sprratualism and well being
of the other world  But because Mashriqr does not behieve 1n
spmitualism he feels that reli ton means worldly power and stands
for worldly supertonty and dommnation ¥ Such an interpretation
of religion 1s un Istamuc  Islam does not say that relimion 13an
mstrument to gam world power and domisatien Power un
doubtedly came m the wake of Istam but this 13 not the sole pur
posc of a true religron  Tslam never stood for the conquest of the

* Introduct op p 16
For deta Is see Sh:m Muh'xmmad Sir Syed Almad Khan A Political
Biograpky p 145 (M Meerut 1969)
8 Professor Al Tazt op elr p 237
t Tarkirah Arabic part p 30
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world, though 1ts followers took to it just after the death of the
Prophet  But the motve behind these conquests was to carry the
message of the Prophet and God to distant strands through which
mankind may lead a contented lfe  Wherever riches appear con-
ientment disappears and here comes the role of religrion which
brings punfication of the soul The Prophet’s Life has revealed that
He had no land, no worldly power and no wealth, and it was
through His sumplicity and force of spint that Islam achieved
drstinction

To Masherqy, religion 1s an important factor but ke s not
willing to accept Islamuc 1declogy of the bygone centuries His
thests of rehgion s otherwise  To im Angels, genn and Satan
are not to be belteved 2 Hos mterpretation of some of the verses
of the Holy Quran s purely materrahstic which s the be-alt and
end-alt of all fus pinlosophy  He talks of worship and devotion
m very lugh terms  But by devotion he does not mean only Salat
(prayer) and Fasting, but blind d 1o God’s d
which to Mashnq are an ‘outward form of devotion’—devotion to
the superior m the world ¥

Mashriqe also fecls that God’s blessing is 2 palpable thmg but
it has nothing to do with sprrtualism  Lawful or unlawful things,
to hum have no concern with the spmitual life of a man which 15
somewhat non-existent They are only connected with his sogral
and worldly bfe ¥

Mashnge 15 a great admurer of European society To him
Europe’s materialism, philosophy, mreligious views and forceful
occupation of others land are devotion, good deeds and prety He
15 so much overwhelmed by the Europeamsation that their sins,
mmmorality, ijustice and hypocricy are all the best things io be
followed **

The rise of industrialization . Europe gave mise t0 a new

12 Tazkrah, Introduction, pp 18, 19
3 Ilnd , Urdu part, p 215

i fbd , p 207

¥ Professor Al-Fazl, op cit, p23
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approach to if¢ n which spirstualism was undone  The attitud.
of the people widened the gulf between the Church and Science
Asceticism practised by the Christtan monks was also one of the
factors for 1hns gulf  But what did Burope get after rejcting the
religious dogma ? It got the matenalistic way of life hercsy and a
netv conception of nationahty which has marred the pesce of
Europe But Mashnqgt 15 not concerned with 1ts consequences
To him even spirtualism if thery 15 asy should result m worldly
supremacy and domination and to achieve a worldly goal the onty
path according to lum s a social programme !¢ 1t 1s through
struggle and constant endeavour that a social programm can be
accomplished

Not being humself a firm believer of the Great Book his 1deas
about God s umty (Tawhawd} Hell and Paradier and the Day of
Judgement are quite different from those of Islam  Deyation from
the teaching of the Quran s heresy but Mashniqi does not care for
it and lis anterpretation conforms to the heretic 1deas  To um
Paradise and Hell are misnomers  To sy that a befiever would
go to Paradise and non belicver to Hell 1s not a reasonable
argument ¥ According to Mashrniq:  Paradise 1s on earth fora
ruling nation and Likewise Hell 15 on earth for the poor and sub-
Jugated one  He th refore 1s not a believer of a hife which begins
hercafter and which is the result of man s virtuous or sinful deeds
Very closely to this is the faith on the Day of Judgement on which
vests the whole structure of Islamic hfe **

According to the Holy Book God would end the world on a
certain stage  Actions and deeds of man will be judged by the
Almighty and rewards and pumshment would be given accordingly
Then God will create another world and this will be the begiining
of a new society ™ This onc should note 1s essentral for making
man moral and pood  But Mashniqi has nothing to  do with such

1 Tazkwah Urdu Part pp 217 219
Professor Al Fazl op eit pp 20 21

s 1hid p 21

*ibid p 2.
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an abstract concept Heisa practical man and his criterson of
piety 15 not good performance or 1o followng the hnes showed by
the Proplhet and God, but the mumber of forces and ships, better
armament and fighting machunes and explosives To him ‘you arc
pous and praseworthy 1f you have usurped a kingdom You are
true Mushms tf you have strong defences.  You are true believers
1 Islam 1f you have spread your armues over land and sea "%
In accordance with hus new religious 1deology he discards the
five articles of the farth taught by the Prophet  These are
{2} Belef 1n the Unity of God
() Belef 1n the sinlessuess of God
(1) Belwef 1 the Books of God
{w) Behef 1n the Prophets of God
(v)  Belief i the Day of Judgement
Contrary to the above he introduces ten articles of faith coned
by himself They are
{1} Unty of action
{n) Unty of nation
() Obedience to a ruler from amongst you
() Jihad agatast the enenues with wealth
(v} Jihad with sword and persons
(v) Travels to foreign countries
{vi1) Per and m end
(raz) Nobihity of Character
() Acquisition of Science and learnmg
{») Behef 11 the World to come 2t
He also lays down some other thmgs which are contrary
to the base teachings of Islam  For imstance, he feels that
materialism 1s the only means dearer to God , religions 1nstitutions
and nifuals are not necessary and Islam s nasrow because of its
mstitutions ®  He wants to reduce relizion to precise science like

3

© Tazhirah, (Arabic part), pp 8, 25, 38, 44, CI , the Doctrine of Aggran-
disement of Machavelly

21 Taghrah, {Arabic part), pp 56-80

22 Ibid , (Arabrc part), pp 31, 58
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Mathematics and Metaphysics 3

Why does he take such an attitude of religion and science ?
He firmly holds that religion as interpreted by Moulavi and Mullas
15 no rehigion atall  In hus pamphlets he rebukes the Moulavi
who to lum was the man responsible for the degeneration of
Islam Commentmg on the role of the Moulavi he says It 15
wrong for lum (Moulavi) to wear arms It 18 wrong for
lum to forget the mulitary hfe of Islam 1t i1s wrong on his
part to set hus face against the goal of domination and sovereignty
with tns bram which has become stunted and cannot think of far
reaching results he cannot build the magnificient dome of domma
tion and sovercignty on these five pillars (Namnz Roozah Zakat
Hay and halimah) He has fotgotten that the purposc of the
pillars 15 always to support the roof over them Now these
five prllars of Istam are mere pillars and are but remnants of an old
dilapidated bulding -

He wants a new structure of Mushm Soci ty rejecting the old
dogma He feels and to a certain extent nightly that much harm
has been don- to Islam by Mullahs through wrong inferpretation
presenting baseless notions and ntroducing them in religion  To
him Islam only means a life of domunation $ He feels that the
Mushms of bygone davs could not have conquered even a small
fort had they not in them the quahities of a soldier  Thus soldierly
fife was an essential factor in the hife of a Musalman #*  In Islam
according to Mashriqr implicit obedience as a duty 13 due to that
Muslim ruler alone who has the sword of the inhertance of the
world 1n hus hand {re rules the world with his sword) Itis
ridiculous to offer obed nee to Moulavis who do not know how

s 1hid Urdupmt p 2

+ Afoulavl Ra Ghalat Ma hab pp 8 9 In hs Q al i Faysal also(p 3)
Mashniqi condemns the Moulavis  Therein he says “The way as1t19 shown by
the Moulawi today is wrong. The Khaksar st out to wipe out this wrong rel
glon from the face of the earth and establish agara in its place the Islam of the
Prophet

88 Mashe g1 Istam Al Askarl Z rdagl p 3

id pp 4 6
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to handle the sword *#*

He comades Islam with military ife and 1f he nas 1 stock to
present anythmg it 1s the life of a soldier so that one may become
a true Muslim 2 “We are making,’ he said, ‘through military life
the whole naton a fightig natcon *#*

Thus whatever he was doing, lis mteation was to build up a
fighting force through the instrument of religlon which was the
only weapon that could nspire the Musalmans of India

< Ibd ,p 15
* Mashriq, Moulav: Ka Ghalas Mazhab, p 14
n lhid,p 15
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CHAPTER I

SHAHIDGANJ MOSQUE LAHORE

THE KIARSARS CAML to hmelight from the S{llahldgan) Mosque
dispute between the Sikhs and the Musalmans l

Shahidgan) ss a small Jocality in Lahore where the land gnd
buidding of a mosque had been 1 the possesston of the Sikhs for
about a century by the decision of a court of law In 1935a
rumour got currency that the Sikhs were prepanog to demolish
the building It turned out to be true when a portion of the
building was actually pulled down by the Sikhs Ths led to serous
disturbances in Lahore and then communal tempo spread all over
the Punjab  Efforts were made by the Musalmans to get back the
mosque by physical force and the police had to open fire to save
the situation  The Mushms took the case to the court but before
the court could make a deasion the Ahrags' started an agitation
and demanded the delivery of the Mosque to the Mushms  Soaked
1n religious sentirents they decided to violate the law and actually
marched to the mosque in defiance of the Governor s orders By
the end of January 1938 200 Ahrar volunteers were arrested of
whom 158 were clamped tn jul? The court deciston was again 1n
favour of the Sikhs and 1t fanned the fire Thousands of volunteers
from Delln and North West Frontier Province flocked fo the

1 A party of Muslim Nationalists form din 1930 worked side by side
suth the Congress In the Civi) Disobedience movement in 1930-32  For more

detals see the next chapter
* Ram Gopal Iadian Mushms p 280
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Punab to offer resstance, and the number of arrests rose to
1000

A new device was thought of Malik Barkat Al, a member of
the Assembly, who prepared a Bill ‘{o apply the Mushm law with
reirospective  effect to all buldings which had ever been
mosques *  The Sikhs sought the Governor's protection, who, m
exercise of lus discretionary powers refused the ntroduction of the
Bl In the press this achion of the Sikhs was not favourably treated
and received a chorus of vehement condemnation from all sides ¢

‘With the failure of the Ahrars to gain anythmg substantal, the
Khaksars took the sceptre, orgamsed a cvil disobedience move-
ment and prepared tt tves to face the cal stubbornly
Mauia Balhsh took the lead, and the Badshali Mosque was made
the base for operation  After prayer meetings were held and the
Jathas were sent to Shahdgan) Mosque to say their prayers in the
mosgue and thus to keep the agntation alive and stir feehngs of
excitement agamst the Government Maula Balhsh confined
Tumself withun the four walls of the Badshali Mosque and directed
the campaign  The police entered the mosque, arrested Maula
Balkbsh, presented him before the court which ordered him to sign
a bond for goad behaviour for a year or go to prison 1 case of his
farlure to doso  As a clever man he signed the bond but agam
appeared n the Badshahi mosque a few hours later and restarted
the campaign

‘When on the previous occaston the police caught hold of
Maula Bakhsh, he was detamed at the police station for a mght

s [bid +Ahrars wete aso arrested because of ther attstude towards the
cxpected World War [T Maulana Muhammad Ismail Labih, dictator Maylisi-
Ahrar m 2 telegram to Gandiny, Azad, Rajendra Prasad and Pt Neheu assured
their best co-operation to Congress i the natronal movement > Sce the Bombay
Chromele Octaber 10, 1938

«Ram Gopal, op ¢, p 280

S Ibd,p 281

¢ The Bombay Chromcle, 1 its editotial “The Shahidgany Trouble!
March 18, 1938 cailed the actron of the Sikiis as ‘3 definitely unpatnotic act
and extremely objectionabie from the pomnt of view of natonal interests >

* Home Department, Pol F No 4/9/37
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before being produced before a court In the mean time 4 successor
i the person of Yusub Husayan had been app d Onthe
releasc of Maula Bakhsh there appeared two leaders who con
tinued to form the jathas to go to Shaludgany Mosque In the
Friday prayer Yusub Husayn made 2 violent speech agamst the
police and the Punjab Government and attempted to arouse the
Juma mob estimated at about 20 000 agamnst the police outside the
mosque  Every ime the entry of the police was apprehended
Therefore the Badshalu Mosque was kept packed up every moment
to face any cmergency Police officials also 1nview of strong
cxcitement did not deem 1t advisable to enter the mosque to carry
out the arrest of Maula Bakhsh and Yusub Husayn Even
during the mght the strength of the supporfers of the two wanted
men did not dechine and fresh entrants continued pouting 1nto the
mosque The policc avoiding entry into the mosque encountered
the jathas outside the Shahidgany Mosque Howeser the two men
were not ignored the delay in arrest was a matter of expedsency

Day after day the resentment and cxaitement of hoth the
parties was mounting  The police finding no alternative forced
sts entry into the mosque faced Ferocrous resstance and finally
succeeded m arresting the two men ®

To cont the nmtation and chall the forces of police
which had entered the mosque a new man appeared on the terrace
of the Badshahi Mosque He was Inayatullah Khan Mashnqr
who assumed the role of a dictator Like the two men arrested
he also stayed 1n the mosque cxhorted the assembly to do and dic
for religton and God and despatched jathas To the existing
demand 1n connection with the Shahidgany Mosque Mashrigq
further added another—the release of prsoners who had been
convicted and an enquiry into the conduct of the police

Unlike the two former agiators Mashriqr was a man of

* The above details have been taken from a secret letter of the Govern
ment of the Puojab to the Hon ble Sir Henry Cratk  Member of the Viceroy s
Lxecutne Counctl dated February 8 1936 Home Depactment I No
5(3]1936 (Polmcalj pp 7 {0
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rational atitude  Besides using hus own mfluence, he sent a tele-
gram fo Mr M A Jmnnah, acquamting him with the real state of
affairs and requesting hum to come to Lahore to give the Musalmans
the right Tead 1 with the Shahud, agitation  Some
tasschief-mongers had musmformed Jinnah about Lahore affairs
Therefore Mr M L Gauba left for Delh: to nterview Jinnah and
to apprise him of the actual facts The mosque was wntended for
prayers Now it had become a centre of great activities round the
clock The meeting also decided that after the Shahtdgan) agitation
was over they would starf another campaign demanding that all
shrines, mosques and estates attached to any institution should be
placed under a2 managing commttee consisting of Mashriqs, M L
Gauba, YusubHusayn,Maula Bahhsh and other smtable young raen °

Gaupba’s contact with Jimnah at Delhuand his intended visit
to Lahore embarrassed the Punjab Government which wrote to
Sir Henry Craik to call on Jnnah on lus own and explam the
correct position to him  As advised, Six Craik, explamed to am
the fact and figure and wrote {o the Governor of the Pumab that
‘he will msist as an essenhial condition on the complete abandon-
ment of volent or unconstitutionai methods and on the mamte-
nance of law and order

In view of the sertous condition Jinnah proceeded to Lahore,
started negotiations and demanded that the Government must set
free all prisoners arrested for Shahlidgany agitation to soften the
Mushmn attitude for a reasonable settlement The Government
accepted the demand and the Mushms, on Jinnah’s wutative,
abandoned the cvil disobedience movement and the province, agan
attmned normaley # A rouswng reception was given to Jianah m

* Letter of the Government of the Punp1b dated February 17, 1936 to Siv
Henry Craih, Home Department F No 5/3/1936, Pol, pp 18-20 The pre-
sent author also sought interview with Mr M L Gauba at Delle who also
furmshed above details

w Confidential letter of Sir Henry Cratk to Sir Herbert Tmerson,
Governor of the Punjab, dated February 19, 1936, Home Departmsnt F No
5/3/1936, pp 29-30

12 Mattubu!f Hasan Sawd, Mehammad Al Jinnah, p 238
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the Badshah: Mosque where 2ddressing n huge congregation he
sard  While we are not gaing to give up our clum for Shahidgan)
Mosque we are going to make every cffort for an honourable
understanding with the smister community We shall seel all
remedies by means of constitutionat and peaceful methods 2 A
Shaludgany Concihiation Commuftee consisting of both the com
munities was appointed and Jinnah having satisfied himself that
the peaceful atmosphere had reappeared left for Delhr  fn a press
statement he satd  Thus 1s not a dispute between two indsviduals
but hetween two great communities and 1t must take some time to
ascertan the general wishes of the people !* The same mghtin a
dinner the Governor of the Punjab paid a glowing tnbutc to the
pexce efforts of Jinnah and sad

1 am greatly indebted to the efforts of Mr Jnnah for this
improvement and I wish to pay an unqualified tribute to the work
he has done and s domng  Mr Jinnah succeeded 1 his first tash
namely bringine the Mushim agitation to strictly constitutional and
legal ines  and thus made it possible for the Government to take
action for which they had been awaiting an opportumity There
remained the second part of hus task It 1s no secrct that so far
his efforts have not been crowned with success  but this does not
mean that they have famled His efforts contintte and in several
respects they are being carried on 1n conditions far more favourable
than when they began *

Allama Mashriqi agunst whom a warrant of arrest had been
wsued could not be arrested in the Badshah Mosque partly
because of the presence of 4 multitude and partly because of the
Government s deliberate sntention of reframing from it to save the
situation  After Jinnah s intervention the warrant of arrest against
him was \vxthdmwn and Mashnq: became the most sought after
man in the Punjab His prestige rose high because he accomplished
what the Ahrars had failed to achseve

G Allama Q alde A am Jinwah The Story of a Natlon pp 253 54

¥ 1bjd
1 Mgtlubut Hasan Salyld op cir p 240

30

n



CHAPTER IV

MADH-I-SAHABAH CONTROVERSY

THE YPAR 1939 saw a dispufe between the two most powerful
sections of the Musal Shiah and Sun: what the
Sunmis cafled ther wght to recite Madh--Szhabah 1 Umited
Provinces, parhoularly m Lucknow The controversy started as
far back as 1906 *

The Shuahs held that the three Khalifas, who mmmediately
succeeded the Prophet were nsurpers, comautted acts of tyranny
and oppression aganst Hazrat Ali (the last Khalfa} and hus wife,
Hazrat Fatimah, (the daughter of the Prophet) and therr policy led
to the tragic massacre of Hazrat Husayn (son of Hazrat Al and
Hazrat Fatimah) at Karbala This martyrdom 1s mourned by
Shiahs durmng the days of Muharram The Sunms, on the contrary,
beleve that the first three Khalifas were the rightful successors and
held them 1n great esteem for their matchiess qualites 2

Madh and Sahabah are Persian words meaning prase of the
companions of the Prophet About 1906 disputes between the

1 Note by Director, Information Burean on Lucknow Shrah-Sunns con-
troversy about Madh 1-Sahabat  Sce Records of the Home Department File
No 5/6139, Pol

Chaudhsy Khaliquzzaman in fus Pathway to Pakistan (p 149), mentions
1903 a3 the year for the starting of differences between the two He says that
the dfferences assumed acute shape 1 1903 when the Sunnis were obliged to
have o separate Karbala

* Chaudhry Khaliquzzaman, op et p 149
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Shiahs and Sunnis arose 1 Lucknow on the Muharram day
when the Sunnis recited verses 1 pruse of the first four Khalifas
According to Sunms the first four Khalifas were the neheful
successors of the Prophet and to chant verses n their prase and
appreciation was a duty of every Musalman  They took out pro-
cessions on the day of Chehlum with long bannered pol s known
as Charyar: Jhanda The Shiah retaliated In responsc fo
Madh 1 Sahabah they started reciting Tabbarrah thatis curseonthe
first three Khalifas mahgning them for their successton and praismg
Firoz an assassm of one of the three Khalifas  This was not 2
healthy sien  The processions of Shiahs and Sunms sang the prases
of their respective heroes and collided  The years 1906 to 1908
were a troublous period 1n the history of the Umited Provinces when
serious rioting took place between these two sections causing
death of a number of them ®  The deplorable situation needed an
mqury commussion to find outa solution A commuttee was
apponted 1 October 1908 under the Chairmanstup of Mr Justice
Piggott o High Court Judge to examine occurrences of the previous
years and whether there had been any alteration in the privileges
of each sect  to ascertan whether any custom which 13 not an
novation 1s nevertheless caleulated to annoy any other sect and
to give 1ts recommendation for future guidance ¢

‘The commuttee studeed the situation  exammed witnesses and
made a report on December 7 1908  Tts recommendation said
that on the days of Ashrih Chehlum and 21st Ramazan no poems
or verses or other forms of words asserting the praises or purport
g to be m honour of the Khahfas Abu Bake Umar and Usman
may be sung chanted or recited by any person along the route of
any Taziya or other Muhammadan procession or n the hearmg of
any such procession or by any assembly or in any public place *

Home D partment F No §/6/39 Pol

Confidential DO No 938 CX Naimtal Scptember 7 1936 fo
Mc M G Hallett ©s1 CIB ICS Secretary to Government of Indin Home
Department Simla (Home D partment F No 15/5/36 Polilical)

* it
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The Goverament accepted the recommendation for the prohibitton
of Madh-i-Sahabah on the above mentioned days but was reluctant
to sssue a pronouncement that the public recitatson of Madh-i-
Sahabah at all tumes and under any crcumstances was & provoca-
tion and an offence agamst public safety Truly speaking, the
authonties beheved that there should be no general prohsbition of
utterances of verses m praise of their Khalifas, and therefore they
refrained from gwving any pronouncement escept for Ashral,
Chehlum and 21st Ramazan  Since the recitation of Madh-1-
Sahabah was protubited for three days m a year, the Shiahs thought
that they had sccured therr object ©

Till 1935 there was a lull 11 the Shiab-Sunmi dispute on the
Madh-~-Sahabah and Tabbarrah ssues But in 1935 the controversy
agam came to the fore The Sunns considered the restriction on
the recitation of Madh-i-Sahabah an nfr of their right
On the day of Chehlum m 1935 the Sunnis defied the order and
recited Madh-1-Sahabah  An All-India Madh-1-Sahabah Day was
celebrated and a complete hartal observed? The year 1936
witnessed a stronger Sunnimovement But there was a split among
the Sunms themselves on the question of the means to be followed
for the attainment of the sanction for Madh--Sahabah A section
of the Sunms formed the so-called constitutional party whose aym
was to present before the Government therr demands o regard to
the recitation of Madh-1-S8ahabah 1n public The other sechion
consisted of the Ahrars who did not believe m constitutional
methods and wanted to take out processions with pubhc recital of
Madh-1-Sahabah on every Friday from the Tila Mosque  Tlus led
to rtotings and disturbances® The need for a commission was
again felt by the Government Therefore 1t apposnted & committea
known as the Allsop Commuttee which, while accepting the right of
the Sunnis to recite the Madh-1-Sahabah, did not allow them recita-
tion 1 Lucknow m view of the grave situation prevadmg there

® Home Department, F No 5/5/36, Pol
7 Heme Department, F No 5/6139, Pol
¢ Home Department, ¥ No 15/5/36, Pol
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In 1938 the report of the Alisop Commutter was publshed which
did not satisfy the Sunms  They resorfed to @ cvl disobedience
mavement  In the beginming of 1939 their movement met with a
considerable success  Large numbers of Sunms from Lucknow
were arrested and batches of Sunmis from the adjoining dustricts
and provinces started pouring into Lucknow ® In alt 378 persons
were arrested for publicly reciting the Madh 1 Sahabah in contra
vention of the prohitutory oriler

A huge me ting was held 1 Tila Mosque after the Friday
prayers It was attended amone others by Maulana Hosayn
Ahmad Muhammad Sayjad and Amur Shanat Bihar  Mauling
Husayn Ahmad m his speech said that no power on earth could
detract them from the goal 1t was an all India Movement now *°
With the passaee of time the restlessness and resentment of the
Sunms was on the ncrease  The agitation after a short time got
bevond contra! A Sunm mob entered the Council House dis
turbed the Munssters ani threw wway files from the table The
mob was so furious that help of the police was sought This alarmed
the Government  The Governor raised the question at a meeting
of the Council of Minusters on March 22 1939 and there was &
discussion between the Minssters and the leading Sunns  The
solution they arred 4t was that the Sunmis would be given an
opportuanty to recite the Madh 1 Sahabak at 2 public meeting  nd
0 & processton every year on the Barahwafat day with the condl
tion that the fime place and route would be fixed by the district
authorities An official commumque was sssued but 1t administered
an overwhelming blow to the Shiahs  They did not lag behind
and hke the Sunnis started o ctvil disobedience movement  They
argued that the reports of the previous two commttess (1903 and
1939] had upheld their view point and the permission for the
Madh s Sahabah now nccorded was contrary to the reports Larpe
numbers of Shiahs of resoectable families courted arrest and can
vassed that ifthe Madh 1 Sahabah was actually recited pardah

The Hindt Marcti23 1939 Madh f.Sthabah Agitation
V\ Tie B mbay Chronlcle March 18 1939
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nashin Jadies would march on the streets with Tabarrah on iherr
hps and would offer themselves for arrest The Shiah el dis-

bed was no less enthusastic than its Sunm counterpart The
Digector of the Information Bureau, while reporting the case on
Shiah-Sunm controversy nightly said that ‘the sanction of the
Madh--Sahabah has set up among the Shiahs conditions of intense
emotional hysteria "2t

The Khaksars could not tolerate the friction between the two

powerful sections of the Musalmans, and naturally wmterrupted
Allama Mashriqs who was anxious to bring about an honourable
settlement announced that he would sssue ‘very serious orders’ to
2000 Khaksars and 800 Janbazs to take effective measures if the
two sections did not come to terms within a month* In g tele-
gram to the Government of the United Provinees, Mashriqi smd that
he had mssued orders to 3000 Khaksars to effect a seitlement of the
Madh--Sahabah guestion at Lucknow ¥ Janbazs were asked to
be ready to proceed to Lucknow while the Khaksars held rallies alt
over the Punjab  Later the decision for the Janbazs was dropped
but the Khaksar volunteers i the Punjab were asked to check the
Shiah Jathas of Punjab from proceeding to Lucknow  They tried
their best to dissuade the Shiahs who had assembled at Lahore and
Amritsar Ralway statrons to proceed to Luchnow, but faried
Unsuccessfisl to stop the Shiah movement, Mashriqi announced
lus intention to go to Lucknow and actually rcached there on
August 23, 1939, and called on the ministers of the UP Govern-
ment The Khaksar organ Al-Kslah also pleaded ehemently m
1ts columns for a compromise 3% As a result of all ths the situation

L Home Department, ¥ No 5/6/39, Pol Note by DIB on Lucknow
Shiah-Sunnt contraversy about Madh-1-Sahabah

2 Notes on the Khaksar Movement (Secret), Home Department, F No
74{1{40, Pol (Secuon A), p 105 (17)

# The original telegram was thus, ‘Orders 3000 Khalsars issutng, foraible
seftiement Luchnow dispute Ready cooperation Government provided
reasonable conditions acceptable  Shia Sunnt offered  Please wnite mtention
See Phubips Tatbot, op wr,p 127

1< Home Department, F No 74/1/40, Pol (Section I), p 105 (18)
5 Ind
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turned i favour of the Khaksar programme  The Shiahs suspead
ed the ant; Madh 1 Sahabah sgtation until a definite result came
out of the negotiation between the parties mvolved  Mashnqr
claimed that he had succeeded m secunmg the suspension of the
Shizh agitation and commumicated to the Khaksar headquarters in
the Punjab to prevent volunteers from coming to Lucknow Bot it
was too late and by the ime the order reached them a number of
Khaksars had already entered Luchnow in accordance with the final
orders published 1n an 1ssue of the A! Islah of August 25 19391
The volunteers came into clash with the p ople and the author
ties 1n Lucknow violated law and order and disturbed the peace
Apprehending more trouble the authornities took security measurcs
agammst Mashrqi and hus volunteers and arrested them on Septem
ber 1 under Section 107 Cr PC  But Mashniq secured his release
the next day after furnishing an undertaking not to return to
Lucknow for 4 period of one year  He left for Lahore the same
diy with a number of Khaksars ¥ This episode lowered the
prestige of the Khaksars  The Ahrars and other sival groups
made fun of Mashngis unquahfied apology And there were
skrmishes between the Rhaksars and Ahrars 28

Now who were the Ahrars 2 The Ahrars f{irst appeatng
at the annual session of the Congress in 1939 at the nstance of
Mavlana Azad were a body of what were called nationakst

¢ Ibid

* Home Department ¥ No 74 1/40 Pol (Scction 1) p 105 (I9) The
underteking was written by Mashriqi and presented to the jail off'cers in the
pre.cnce of Khan Bibadur Hafiz Ahmad Husayn a member of the Legistative
Councit  The undertaking runs as follor §

1 hereby g ve an undertaking that £5r & year after the date of the with
drawnl of the notice under gection 107 T will neither enter the Umted Provinces
nor p ot or ord 1 batches of the hhaksars from any other province to enter
the United Provinces  Khaksars of the United Provinces will be Instructed not
10 Interfete 1 the Lucknow Stua-Sunn dispnte 1 give th s letter to the Chiel
Secratary to the G f?r his sd Y

See Phulips Talbot op et p 187

Home Departm nt B No 1 039 Pol p 14

See Telegram R No 454-CX dated {recd) September 1 1937 from

Ch ef Secretary UP to Gavernment of Tndia and 21t Provincsal Governments
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Mustuns  Therr orgamsation came to be known as Majlis--Ahrar
with Attaullah Shah Bukhari as its President 1 To wosh for the
attainment of freedom, cooperation with other communities and
to combat communalhism were some of 1ts objects 2 The Majlis
was pro-Congress through and through, and followed its foot-steps
m ajt walks of ife  As stated in the jast chapter when a Sikh-
Mushm dispute on the question of the demolition of a mosque
Shahidgany, Lahore, occurred, the Alirars fanled to give any matersal
support to the Shahidgany agitation  Mashng: was not slow to
seize this opportunity and made the most of it to put fresh vigour
mto his agtation  Consequently the Khaksar Movement again
ganed momentum throughout the Pungab  This worsened their
relations  Since the Ahrars were pro-Congress which favoured
the Madh-1-Sahabah agitation, the Ahrar sided with 1t and jomned
the agtation The Khaksars were not agamnst Madh-1-Sahabah
but they did pot want a splt, they deswed to bring about an
amicable settlement between the Sunnt and Shiah It was due to
this that when Mashnq1 secured Ins conditional refease, the Ahrars
hooted him to avenge the wrong done to them 1n 1935 21 Mashriqs
dented having offered an apology, and to convince the people of
s statement, he agam came to Lucknow on September 12 m
contravention of the assurances given by lim to the UP Govern-
ment The Government arrested lam and put hum m jail for one
month 2 The news of the arrest was recerved in Khaksar circles
i the Punjab with great resentment, and thousands of Khaksars
took the tramns from the Punjab to Lucknow to rescue their Allania
The commander of the Khaksars in a statement said that i the event
of a conflict with the UP Goverament, about, 25,000 Khaksars
would be sent to Lucknow from the Punjab * Jagadhart, 1n Ambala

1 Aziz al-Rahman Jamar Ludiianvi, Raws-al-Alrer Manlana Habib al-
Ralman Ludinanv aur Hendestan ke Jang-1-dzadt, p 144

9 The Tribune, March, 28, 1939

2t Home Department, F No 74/1)40 Pol, (Section 4) and F No
5{3{1936 Pol

22 Ihd

3 The Bombay Chronicle, Scptember 2, 1339
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district was made a base for operalions agamst the UP
Government

And indeed within a féw days of the arrest of Allama Mash
rigt thousands of Khaksars asserabled 1n Lucknow started a el
disobedience campaign and defined the orders under section 144
Cr PC  With the entry of the ex soldiers from the Punjab and
N WFP who combated the police and caused casunities to ‘both
sides the situation d teriorated It becam more alarming when
promnent members of the UP Mushm Leagus justified the action
of the hhaksars and cond mned the Congress mnistry of the
Untted Provinces for its attempt to crush cavl Iiberties by mhuman
methods - The Khaksar orgin Al Islah i uts ssue of October
6 1939 again appealed to the Khaksars all over India to march
nto UP to secure the release of Mashriq:  The appeal was respond
ed toin different quarters with great enthusiasm and the Khhaksar
mflux mto UP became a common feature of the day  They would
not buy railway tickets and + hen checked assaulted the Railway
offi 1als and the police By October 8 3000 Khaksars from the
Punjab and N WFP had crossed the provinctal boundares and
assembled in Bulandshabr  They resisted the police which was
conung to arrest them  The mevitable result was police finng
Xilling 6 and wounding 14 of them

The poliee finng on the Khaksars in Bulandshehr caused
considerable consternation i the Punjab  There was widespread
resestment and many papers and organsations expressed their
sympathy with the Khaksars  The corpses of six Khaksars were
motored o the Pungab an* tremendous condolence and heartiest
tribute was paid to the martyrs all over the province ¢ They won
so much goodwil! of the people that many newspapers and organ:
sations previously hostile to the hhaksars expressed their peofound
e 10 tnem ana a & fne UP Covwenmert Tie

Maushim u::bw%:ly assocxeted with the h.haksars and condenined

# Yome Depanment F No® 74,148 Pol (Sectlon 1y p 105420
o The Bombay Chidglele Sep ember .3 26 1939
Home Departmen 1'\No 41140 Pol (Section) p 105 (20)
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the Congress mumstry of the Umted Provances for playing a
game of dwviding the Siahs and Sunnis on the questions of Madh-
-Szhabah and Tabarrah ¥ In a telegram of 372 words to the
Viceroy Mashriqu explained hus (deas as follows

‘My mprsonment and that of handreds of promment
Khaksars by the Umfed Provinces Government and their mtention
to crush the Khaksar Movement need not detan me further from
announcng our attitnde fowasds the war I consider bargaming
cven with an enemy m trouble mean and uamanly Moslem
character forbids it Islam prolubited double dealng  England
15 now engaged n struggle mvolving hfe and death and most
certamly India’s future also  Bania mentality at this crsisis
unworthy of a great people lihe the Musalmans and we must help
Enpland frankly if we want to make her friendship real and sincere
Bitter experience of Congress Mumstries for the last three years has
taught all ryots to know that the British were the much Dbetter
rulers Mostems, 1f they want to escape anmhifation, must decide
now not to be ruled by majonity at all costs We must prove {o
the Briish agam that we Musalmans are the actual defenders of
India and therefore, we, above all, have natural, also inheritary,
night to control 1t BLODD AND RULE HAVE ALWAYS GONE TOGETHER
IN ALL HISTORY

1 doubt 1f the Indian National Congress can supply z smgle
soldeer for the defence of India anywhere  Any posing, therefore,
by a party that cannot defiver goods 15 mdiculous and preposter-
ous Only Khaksars all over India, who have rendered seifless
and practical social service irrespective of caste or creed for past
nme years, can claim playing game of blood at this moment Or
agam the Punjab Premter can grve real aid for defence of country
1 have thought over the problem and have closely exammed all
teal, false and conditional offers 1 hereby declare that withm
{hree months of this announcement I shall be able to place at
the disposal of Your Excelfency thuty thousand well dnlled and
best-disciphned  Khaksar soldeers after muumum  military trammg
for internal military defence of Indra, ten thousand for Police pur-

* Home Department, F No 74/1/40, Pol (Sectron 1), p 105 (20)
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poses for maintaing 1nternal peace and another ten thousand
of the very best quality for help of Turkey our ally if nced be
for fight on Luropetn sol  Government has only to test us n
order to prove Khaksar s fidelity to Motherland to the last drop of
his blood I request widest publicity of thss declaration as I am
m prison -8

Negotrations betweun the Government and the admurers of
Mashniq and his movement were going on and as & result thereof
he was released from Lucknow Jad on October 14 1939 He
reached Lahore three days later

How far the Congress League tussle played a part in this
controversy 1s 1lso a factor of no small significance  The report of
the Director of the Information Bureau and the other leading Lea
guers held the Congress mimstry of the United Provinces responsible
for this fracas According to the former the controversy was delibe-
rately encouraged by the Congress in order to sphit the Mushms
Maulana Husayn Ahmad Madnr and the Ahrars were the Cong
ress stooges receiving money from the organisation for ther deeds
and accentuated the trouble whie the Sunnis were pushed by one
hand the Shiahs were received by the other A split was natural
and the Muslim polifical movement on the whole apparently
weahened °

Chaudhre Khalig uz Zamaa from this  personal experieace
makes the same observation  According to lum the Government
had permitted the Sunm Madh 1 Sahabah procession a nght that
they did not enjoy previously He tried to persuade the Sunm
leader Shah Muhammad Usman to drop this privilege bot having
secured a moht st was dufficult to surrender  Maulana Zafar vl
Mulk another Sunni kader was even prepared to allow the
Shiths to takc out a p of Qadh Sahabah (entiasm of
Sahabah) and the Congress mimstry was willing to give this nght

s Protest from Insyatullah Mashrigl from Central Jail Lucknow
Qetober 4 1939 Home Department F No 74/6/41 Pol () pp 5-6

3 Note by the DIB on Lucknow Shish-Sunni controversy about Madh i
Sahabah Home D partment F No 5/6/39 Pol pp 4 5
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to Shahs When Jawaharlal Nehru ashed Khalig-uz-Zaman
What was fus opimon about Qadi-i-Sahabah, he replied that the
allowing of Madh-i-Sahabah was a mustake on the part of the
nuastry and to give the nght of Qadh-1-Sahabah to the Shiahs
would be a blunder It meant that the Congtess wanted a division
between the two great sections  Ultimately Maulana Azad mter-
vened and with the help of Khahq-uz-Zaman, called a meeting
of Shiah and Sunm Leaders i the Council House (Lucknow)
His best efforts were not favourably taken by the Sunm Ulama and
they opposed lum ‘It did not doubt,’ says Khalig-uz-Zaman,
‘that as far as the Maulana was concerned he was really very
siicese 1n hus attempt, but a few Mushm Congressmen 11 the
Assembly for party considerations were secretly undermmuing what
Maulana Azad was downg openly I could see from the tread of
therr taik at the meeting that they were quite out of tune with the
Maulana's attempt However, some tentative decistons were reached
which we were to discuss amongst ourselves Before the meetng
on the mext day, as 1 feared, the whele confidential talk of the
meeting had become public property Maulana Inayatullah of
Firangt Mahel mformed me that a section of Congress Mushms
were playing a farce and were not for a settiement "0

Dr Sir Zwya-ud-Din Ahmad 4 Note on the Khaksar Move-
ment has also thrown some light on the mcident which goes to
prove that the Congress Government of UP were responsible for
precipitating spht between the Shiahs and Sunnis I got o tired,”
he wrote, ‘that I spoke to Mr R Kidwar (Raft Ahmad Kidwar),
the then acting Premier of UP, that he might wnte down hmself
the condrttons of settlement we would acceptin toto  He did
write out the terms but hus Congress colleagues refused to ratfy
them

So far as the Shiah-Sunns controversy, 10 which the Congress

% Chaudiry Khalig-iz-Zaman, op ai¢» pp 212-16
31 Home Department, F No §/5/39, Pol, Sec also Mubammad Noman,
op at,p 378
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munstry have been charged wih croatimg spht betwen the two
sections of Mushm 1s concerned it can be suid that whatever the
Congress numstry did  therr intention was not to create a spht
Want of admimistralive expenience and pressure of the Congress
Sunm Ulama may be some of the reasons There 15 conclusne
evidence that the pernussion to reeite Madh 1 Sahabah was given
under the pressure of Sunm Ulama  According to Rafi Abmad
Kidwasr the aguitation had crossed all linuts and finding a chance a
Suntu mob entered the Council House  reproached the mumsters
strewn their papers and damaged the furniture  The mob was so
funious that polic  had to be callud to clear the hall 2 The Govern
ment thus bowed down to the nioters It may be possible that some
Congressmen would not be willing to brng about a rapproache
ment between the Shiahs and Sunms but only on this basis to
accuse the Congress ministry cannot be justsfied  While Madh 1
Sahabah controversy was at its chimsx Hayatullah a Congressman
from Lucknow wrote to Dr Muhammad Ashraf the Congress
Secretary that the issuc of Madh : Sahabih would obstruct themr
meelings 1 one or two placess He was tryng to avoud it but
also ready to face 1t This also goes to prove that Congressmen
were not as much interested n the Shiah Sunni dispute as was
propagated by the Leaguers 3

In 1939 Germany declared war on the Allies The Congress
atiitude was sympathetic though st refused cooperation  But when
the Britwh Government declared war on behalf of Indi the
Congress munstry resigned  The new Government of the Umted
Provinces m view of emergency started negotiations with the
Khaksars and reached an agreement on November 4 The
agreement provided that all the Khaksars of other provinces would
feave the United Provinces and the Government would remove the
ban imposed bn the Khaksars and would releas those imprisoned
or under tnial In return the Khaksars agreed to obey all

* Chaudhry Khaliq uz Zaman op cit p *f
4 A JCC Popers ¥ No 481937
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orders for the mamtenance of peace™ These conditions were
carried out immediately by both the sides

The Khaksar voluntcers, when back home, received a rousing
ovation and their campaign m the United Provinces was haded
as a great episode, enhancing the prestige of the orgamisation
The mflux of Khaksars m UP started with the Shah-Sunnt dis<
pute which brought them face to face with the Government
Though the Shiah-Sunni relations were still half-bridged; yet the
Khaksars emerged from this campasga as champtons of the Muslun
cause agamst the alleged pro-Hindu policy of the Congress
mnnstry of the Unsted Provinces

* The Bombey Chromcle, Octaber 16, 1939
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CHAPTER V

VOLUNTELR ORGANISATIONS A PROBLEM

IN THE WARE of the national upsurge the formation of volunteer
orgamsations in the thirties had become fashion of the day The
Red Shurt Movement had suffered a temporary set back and the
Khaksars the Congress the League and the RSS volunteers had
become the most powerful organisations  The tughest numbers of
volunteers existed in the Umited Provinces where over 74 000 people
were ¢simated on the rolt and fresh entry was on?® In United
Provinces the number of Hindu and Mushm volunteers belonging
to various pahtical patties rose from 32 000 and 22000 in Apnl
1939 to 35 000 and 30 000 respuctively m October 1939 In North
West Frontier Province the membership of the Mushm Nationat
Guard and the Mushm Lesgue volunteers rose to 10700 from
‘7750 In Bombay the strength of the Mushm League voluateers
shot up to 2488 from 898 within six months  The figures of other
provioces were also not discouraging  The extension of franchuse
and circulation of political hterature resulting in mass awakenmg
fed 10 the mobilization of youth m voluntary associations aft fhe
more *

Besides the Khaksars who were an eye sore to the Government
of India and whose milttary type deuling umform and spade had
altracted Governm nt aftention and who while paradmg
thoroughfares of the Ponjab rermmnded one of the growth of puvate

1 Home Department File No 74/1/40 Pol (1)
s 1bid
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armies, many other volunteer orgamsations have cropped up  The
most promment among them were the Mahavir Dal, the Hindustan
Seva Dal, the Rashtriya Swayam-Sewak Sangh, the Kishan Sabha,
the Trade Umion, the Desha Sewskes, the Hindustan Scouts
Association Dal, the Arya Yuwak Sangh, the Agmt Dal, the Ahrars,
the Mushra National Guard, the Urdu Lashkar, the Mushm
League Volunteers, the Ittthad-i-Mullat, the Congress Volunteers,
the Shakt: Dal and the Hanuman Prasarak Mandal ®

Each of the above orgamsation had sts distinctive wmiform,
badge and flag and even landlords 1n UP and Bihar had recognised
the necessity of their different symbols Of the above, the Khaksars
carried Belchas, the Himdustan Scont Association and Arya Yuwak
Sangh provided themselves with fathis and knives, the Mahavir Dal
put on swords while the other associations carried sticks The
Khaksars, the Agni Dal and the Arya Yuwak Sangh were the only
orgamsations that paraded their volunteers in military fashion  Of
them the Khaksars Movement was late mn formmg a volunteer
organisation but it had attracted more attentron and carned a name
as an efficient body of Mushm volunteers  The Punjab, North-
‘West Frontrer Province, Kashmur, Sindh  and several other states
had come under ther powerful spell having a strength of 400, 000
volunteers approximately The 1on was so well equipp
that its many-sided activities created suspicion and misapprelension

2 0Out of the above volunteer orgamsations Mabavir Dal claimed to have
a strength of 50 000 volunteers and was mostly m the Punjab and 1ts neighbour-
g provinces  The Hindustan Sewak Dat had its hold on the Mah1rashtra, UP
and CP It claimed to have 40,000 volunicers ov its roli  The RSS was
very powesful in UP and CP They had founded a Central Hindu Milttary
School at Nagpur, of which Dr B § Moonjey was General Secretary  (Sec
B S Moonyey Papers avaiablen the Nehru Memortal Museum and Library
New Detli~File 18/i934, 41) The Kisan Sabhas were mostly found 1n Bihar,
UP and Bengal The Trade Umions were active i Bombay, Caleutta, UP
etc  The Desha Sevikas were the assoctation of young fadies wearig coloured
sartes and found rendering services in meetings The Scouts were students
meant for first-aid traimng  Majlis-i-Ahrars founded 1n 1929, was a Muosim
Nationalist assocratton  They were very small in number  The Congress and
the League Orgamisations were the most powerfui among all and had thousands
of volunteers on roll

. 45



RHAKSAR MOVEMENT IN INDIA

50 much so that it was said to have been recemang forer,n ad to
over throw British Raj ¢

1t was a strange colncldence that like India 1n England also ‘b‘e
British Government had been facing the same state of affairs m the
thirties and st adopted a preventive measure by passing the Public
Order Act m 1936 to prevent the dissenunation of authoritrian
doctrines in the country The act prohibited  the wearing of
umforms in connection with the political abjects and the mamte
nance by the private persons of asso lation of mulitary or similar
character 5 Tt also prohibited the use and display of offenstve
weapons and even the use of threatening words at public places ®
But tn India the application of an order on the model of the Brfish
Public Order Act was out of question because of the popular
mmistries that obstructed the passing of such Jaws in provinges
Nevertheless the erowing volunteer orgamisation  uncontrolled as
they were posed a formidable menace to Inw and order and ne-ded
stnct vigilance on the part of the Government

In 1869 the Indian Volunteer Act was passed whi h provided
that the Toyal subjects of His Majesty if found fit by the Officer
Commanding would bo enlisted  Protection of hlfe and property
and preservation of peace were constdered the prmary duties of

Junt 1t also provided for the [ of ol corps

1n any part of British India with the sanction of Governor General
of India 1n Councll or of the local government 7 But the Act
remamed confined to paper only The necessity of enrolling
volunteers was felt by the Congress as early as I887 when i ts
third annual sesston at Madras it resolved to form a volunteer
corps capable of rendering assistance to Great Britawn an the event
of any serious complications *

Home Depactrent T No 113, 0 Pol ()
4 Home Denartment F No 74 3/40 Pol (1}
Home Department F No 74/3 40 Pol (1)
* The Trib ne August20 1914
A ICC Pap rs 1887 resolution ¥V Sec also tesolution 16 of 1914 All
India Congress Session Madras in which 1t again urged upon the Government
the necessity of volunteer orginisation
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In 1906 Mr $S Thorburn, a retired Punjab Civilian, contri-
buted an article 1 the reputed yournal, East and West edited by
Mr Malaban  Thorburt’s experience of services m the Pumpab
had convmeed him that an Indian mihtia could be rased from the
Panjab for the defence of this country A carefully considered
scheme was drafted but it suffered a setback from the Brtish
Government ?

In September 1913, when the honourable Mir Asad Al asked
in the Imperial Legslative Councll whether Government would
consider the advisibriity of rasing a purely volunteer force ‘from
among the war-hke races of India’ Major General Birdwood
rephed that Government did not consider the advisibihity of such a
questron ¥ He further added ‘Indian Christians and Parsis are
eahisted m the force, provided thewr enrolment 1s acceptable to the
Officer commanding the corps concerned 1 may add that individnal
Indians are also eligible for enrolment under the same considera-
tions’ Thus the cligthihty of ‘Iudividual Indians’ seemed to be
out of question 1

In 1914 the World War I broke out with a dramatic sudden-
ness and the question of India’s national defence and safety was
considered foremost by the people of India  Maharaja of Burdwan,
presiding over a meeting at Calcutta commended the spirit 1 which
the people of Calcutta proposed to rase a volunteer corps At the
Mayo Hall meetmg, Allahabad, Pandit M M Malaviya also desired
the formation of voluateer corps but regretted that neither m the
present nor mn the future their demand was to be fulfiled The
Madtas Bar was also nterested m this movement In the Punpab a
mectmg was convened under the presidency of Mr Bevan Petman,
Government Advocate, who adopted a resolution on the model of
Calcutta and Madras to rase 2 Volunteer Corps 1

Lord Kitchener had been cnlisting fresh recrwts m England

¥ The Tribune, Auvgust 26, 1914

2 Ibid , August 20, 1914

 Ibid , Augist 26, 1914
12 b, August 20, 1914
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and tramming them for service  But India was ignored 3

The decision of the Government of India not to accept the
numerous offers made for voluntecring services admunisteréd a
severe blow to educated Indians They could not be silent spectators
of what was going on 10 India  Their formation was considered
wnevitable  Hence th  first meeting of the All India Volunteer
Conference was held under the Presidentship of Jawaharlal Nchra
m the Congress Pandal on the morning of December 27 1920
More than 2000 volunteers attended the meeting  The first resoln
tion regardig the mms and objets of the volunteer organmsation
satd  that an orgimsation  be formed with a view to develop
the feeling of brotherhood amongst all volunteer corps of India and
to bring them under one constitution and system of trainmng so that
they mny prove more useful for services at all public functions ¢
Thereafter the formation of vol orgi became
and niymerous orgamsations sprang up in & short time

Alreadv the Government was afraid of the volunteer movement
and as the days rolled on it stuck to its conviction It 1ssued a
notification against volunteers during the Khilafat and Non-coopera
tion movement and arrests became common  The fear and suspicion
of Bolshevism creeping nto Indin also fnghtened the Government
and forced it to consider a special legislation  The Prevention of
Seditions Mectings At 1911 was considered nsufficient and the
need of a speaial legislation was filt  not only to break down
existing unlaw{ul associations but 1o deter young and comparatively
gnltless persons from joinmg these bodies and to discoursge the
supply of pecumary assistance ** The All India Congress Com
mittee presidud over by Gandhiy at its mecting of January 17 1922
at Bombay requested the Government to withdraw the nolificatton
apunst the vollinteers  But 1t was not heeded ¥

Th mounting actsities of the Khaksars which resembled Nazi

A7hid  August 26 1914

Ibid Januvary 16 1921
+ The Tines sicembcrn 28 1921 and January 22 1922
* Ibid
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and Fascist tactics were becomng the main concern of the Govern-
ment  The Khaksar propaganda m West Asia embarrassed the
Brtish Government and 1t raised great consternation  In a Jefter to
the Viceroy, the Secretary of State for Indsa, expressed his profound
anxicty about volunteer orgamsations and wrote, ‘Looking broadly
at the srtuatron so far as these volunteer orgamsations are concerned
and casting one’s mind back to the days when the Mughal Empire
was falling to pieces, one cannot help seeing some parallel between
these present day bodies and the roving bands of armed persons
such as the Pindares, whose services were, I should imagne,
avaable to the highest bidder It certamly looks as if, were we to
withdraw our control from India  History 1 this respect would
assuredly repeat wtself *¥

Many volunteer organtsations clarified their postion to
convince the Government of their sncerty The Congressm a
note sud  “This orgamsation ts meant to tram our people mn pubhc
service and make them more efficient and disciphned cihizens  As
Congressmen all thesr actvities are necessanly based on peaceful
action, the service of the community and the promotion of umity m
Indsa  They are uiterly unhke any orgamisation which aums at
violent action  Every volunteer must always bear i mind and
every mstruction must thus basic of voll °s
duty Al military analyses are, therefore, out of keeping with our
orgamsation The traimng should conssst of 1astruction m physical
culture and regular constructive work 1n the service of the commu-
mty Every volunteer should be expected fo perform some service
1 his town or willage regularly or to do some useful constructive
national work  *® But such declaration could have no effect on
the Government

The Govetnment, therefore, required the detarls of varwous
volunteer orgaumations It also deswed to mguwe about thesr
particular umtform and whether their members underwent any sort

. *Extract from a prnate letter of the Sccretary of State for India to
Viceroy, dated March 9, 1940
8 See Jawaharlal Nehru Papers F No 10871939
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of dall of a quasi mulitary character with or without weapons 19
It was reported that the Khaksars the Agni Dl the Arya Yuwak
Sangh the Hindustan Seva Dal and the Y outh League drilled in
military patéiern and etther kept hruves spades swords or Lathi
The Government therefore wviewed all orgamsations which
adopted 2 regulir wmform and wsed any hind of weapon ag
potentially dangerous to public safety and it considered that the
formation of a umform policy for the control of all volunteer
orgamisations was a crying need of time®® The Viceroy opined
that some sort of regstration should be made compulsory for
volunteer organsations to enable the Government to know about
ther object and strength  The regstration form should not be
of sneeping nature but it should furnish the st of thewr leaders
office bearers and members Failure to give the requisite information
would render an assocition o be treated as unfawhul

‘The Home D partment did not concur with the above view of
the Viceroy It felt that the reg: 1on of vol or
would unnecessanty create trouble for the adounsteation ® It also
believed and toa great extent rightly that munor organisations
could comply with the Government circular but wide-spread and
powerful orpanisations would hardly give satisfactory return
Faslure to comply the orders of registration would leave Govern
ment no alternative but to enforce compliance or declare the
organssation unlawful  To the Home Department any kind of
restnction on volunteer organisations would nvanably produce
restance  finlly leading to  cvil  disob dience ¥ Moreover
harmless assocrations like Boy Scouts or Cadet Corps would also
have to come under the same condi and if they conmived at
the order the Government would be forced to declare therh unfaw

See extra ¢ from a note by Home Memb v dated Apnild 1940 Home
Department File No 74/3/40 Pol (I p 1
wibid p 6
i p o
Extmact from a3 note by Home Member wated Apnt4 (940 Hone
D partment Fif No 74/3/40 Pol (I) p 11
#hid 12
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ful nowwithstanding their genmmne sympathy with the orgamsation
Tins would involve the Government i an embarrassing position,
precipriating a conflict between 1t and the orgamsation ®

In view of the above drawbacks m the registration, the Home
Deopartment considered ¢ undeswable to rouse popular agtation
by mtroducmg a policy of doubtful efficacy * But 1t considered
that the Formation of some sort of policy to deal with voluntoer
orgamsations—private armues as they were called—was a necessity *

What were the views of Provincral Governments towards
volunicer orgamsations ? The Secretary to the Government of
India sent out a circular to all the Provincial Governments and
Chief Commussioners to consider the guestion serrously and to
ascertain as to what their attitude was with regard to the volunteer
movement which existed i almost all provinees and constituted “a
potential source of considerable danger to the peace of Indm® and
as these orpanisations were ‘largely communal’ constituted on all
India basis what would be uniform policy to control thewr mihtant
character ¥ The Home Department for the mtermm period suggested
that it would be advisable for all Provincial Governments to
suppress the ‘private armies’ endangering public safety and even
after this if these bodies were found to be drilling with arms which
tended to threaten the public order the Government would sssue
notificatrons under Rules 54 and 58 of the Defence of Incha Rules %
But of these orders were stilf to be defied the Home Department
suggested that steps would be taken to declare the defiant
orgamisation unlawful under the Cruminat Law (Amondment) Act aud
the action agamst the bodies which exssted over more than one
province would be taken under the Defence of Indm Rules with the

*Ihd

* find , 18

¢ Ihd

2" Secret letter § Wo 5, No 74/3/40, Pol  Government of India Home
Department, frome E Conran Smuth, CIE, ICS, Secretary to Gosernment of
India dated Sunta, April 30, 1940 (p 99) Home Department, 74/3/40, Pol (1)

» fod, p 100
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consultations of the Government concerned 2

The Provinesal Governments readily responded to 1t Different opy
nions were seat by diflerent provinces to the Central Governpent
The Government of Bihar welcomed  the proposed course of action
and appreciated the desirabihity of a umform pohicy throurhout the
country ® In the opmnion of the Government of Madras ‘the effet
of such action would not be great 1f proceedings were taken only
agamst the orgamsations found drilling with arms It suggested a
complete ban on all the orgamisations® The Government of
Assam gave a whole hearted concurrence to the Central Govern
ments arcular®  The Chrf Commussioner of Ajmer Mewar
mformed the Sccretary that the method outlined by the Central
Government sinted the country 1n the prevaiing situation  His
opmion was based on a report of the Supenatendent of Police who
sad | der the various voll to be not only scrious
menace to Jaw and order but that they constitute a potental threat
to the existence of Gosernment I would make no dierentiation
between orgamsations that drsll with offensive weapons and those
that do not I would ban all orgamsations which claim a military
character or profess to impart nstructions in miitary matters or
whose members wear a distnctive umform  The Commussioner
citing the above report regretted the ssolated action by the Provin
tal Government and deplored the absence of any well defined and
coordinated country wide policy **

2 Secret letter to all the Provincial Gosernments from E Conran Smith
Secretary to the Government of India Simla dated Apnl %0 1940 Home
Department 743140 Pol {1} p 101

% Sen the letter of Mr Y A Godbole Chief Secretary to the Govern
ment of Bihar to Secretaty to the Government of ladia dated Moy 9 1940
Home D partmest F No 74/3/40 Pol (I) p 106

Sce letter of the Chy [ Secretary to the Government of Madras to the
Secretary (Home) Government of India dated May 9 1940 Home Department
F No 743,40 Pol (I} p 110

Letter of the Chuef Secretary to Assam Government to the Steretary
Home Departmeat dated May 11 1940  Home Department F No 74340
pol (1) p 311

% Clfef Compussioners letter to Secretary Home Department dated
May 2! 1940 tome Depariment F No 74/3/40 Tol (I) p J21
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The Government of the Central Provinces and Berar held
entirely different views It reported that the majorty of the
volunteer organisations i therr provinces were purely of mushroom
growth and none of them posed a menace to the harmomous
worlang of the admmustration

It further said that Mahatma Gandht was encouragmg the
recroitment of volunteers and the provincial Government were of
the opimon that the Congress was watchmg the action of the
Government m zelation to volunteer organisations and in case a
uniform policy was followed, it would launch a cwil disobedience
movement  Contrary to the opmons of others it held that the
Government’s policy 1n relation to volunteer organisations would
raise hue and cry and even the most moderate section of public
would resent it *

The Agent to the Governor-General at Quetta welcomed the
formation of a umform rule regarding axes, spades, laths, kmives
which were actually not arms but could be used as weapons during
communal disturbances ¥

The Government of the Punjab and the United Provinces treated
the subject faily 1n detasls They made very comprehensive though
diffening replies  The Punjab Goverament dittoed the proposal for
a umform poley to be followed Since 1t was the home of
Khaksars, 1t believed that the function of any orgamsation even of
a ‘sem mulitary’ character was & menace (o the smooth working of
the admumstration It also thought that in the Pungab the
activities of the Anjuman-~-Khaksaran served as an example to Sikh
and Hindu orgamsations and 1f such organisations, having even
quasi-mbitary attstude, had not been prohubuted, they would prove
fatal to the peace and tranquility of the province Thus the Punjab
Government supported the original plan put out in the Government

" Chief Commussioner’s letter to Seceetary (Home Department), dated
May 22, {940 Home Deparment, £ No 74/3/40, Pot (), p 124

% See Chief Commissioner’s letter to Secretary (Home Departoient),
dated May 22, 1940  Home Department, File No 74/340, Pol (1), p 124

8¢Sec Chief Commissioner’s letter Secret No 447/S-7-Misc/40, to
Scerelary, Government of India, p 142
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of India s letter of April 30 1940 %7

The Government of the United Provinces expressed thewr
awareness of the volunteer movement gorng on nommally 10 therr
provinces but dented the allcgation of the volunteer organisations
having snvelved ;o communal rioting  and refused to admit that
the Khaksars though overwhelmingly Muslim had shown leanmgs
towards communal disturbances The provincial note discussed
the Mushim Leaguc and the Congress volunteers but idicated its
abhorrence agamnst the Youth League which happened to bein
reality a tourist orgamsation worhing underground and possessing
a certain number of firearms It showed its unwillingness to
nupose restrictions on volunteers  erther for thewr dniling or for
carryng arms to be used as weapons It felt that owing  fo duffer
ences a political situations eack province should be left frec to deal
with volunteer problems in accordance with the requirement of the
situation  The question of warning to be given to volunteers
should also be left to the discretion of the provincial Governments
Thus the substance of thewr replies was that they have had no real
difficulties wath volunteer associations  To take action now against
any of them would cause a row It 15 nesth v necessary nor desir
able to precpatate a confliet

The Cunteal Government having recetved th views of provinces
was now jn @ position to analyse the stuation  The views expressed
by the provinces n accordance with their respective polilical
conditions ind d ferable d of opiion which the
Home Dupartment could not ignore At the same time it was
evident that the growth of these organisations had reached a stage
where a defimte policy was required to be formufated  The World
War If had begun and 1n 2 very short tume it becam appasent
that tt would be mor. devastating than World War I The Muslim

Sre Secrct and Confideatial | tter of the Chiel Secretary to Gavern

ment of Punjab to Secretary Government of India Home Depariment dated
Siunlz May 20 1940 Home Department F No 747340 Pol () p 119

M See Confidential Letter of the Chief Seer~tary, Government of Ul
dated Nafntal May 9 1990 Home Department File No 74/3/40 Pol ()
rp 107-9
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Leaguc and the Congress had declined to support the country-wide
Crvic Guard Movement naugurated by the Government, and the
decssion of the Congress to abandon the creed of non-violeace and
to enrol more volunteers convinced the Government of the necessity
for some practical steps  But as law and order was the responsi-
bility of the provincral Governments, therr opinions were not to be
1gnored 3

8ir Richard Tottenham, Secretary to the Goverament, Home
Department was of the opmion that if the Government of India
contemplated to take some actron agamnst the volunteer bodies,
while wishing to avord precipitating @ confisct, the only course lay
opei to 3t was to announce a warning to the muschief mongers and
appeal for cooperation to those who wished to have peace  After
a thorough study of the 1ssue the Secretary further held that the
proposal to take action agmnst those volunteer organisations
having arms bemg used as weapons was not proper Heun-
doubtedly admitted that the ‘open display’ of arms was objectionable
but what was the guarantee that voluntecr orgassation having no
arms like latlus, spade, axes, swords would not use them m case of
emergency They could be collected and kept 1a readiness by
orgamisations professing to have no arms  Therefore he pleaded
that action should be taken agamst the whole conception of
volunteer assoctations and no  association should be spared He
made the followng suggestion to the Government of India roughly
as a basis for an announcement

“‘Betng convinced that solidarity is the only remedy for feelings
of nsecurity, and recognising the natural desire of large number
of the mhabstants of India, irrespective of colour, creed, caste or
political party, to combme and do thewr bit for the safety of the
country, the Government have recently started the Civic Guard
Movement, m order to provide a legitimate and useful outlet for

# SeeSecret DO No  74{3/40, Pol Home Department, Simla, Juae 18,
194040J G Lasthwate, CS], ICS, Private Secretary to His Excellency the
Viceroy from R Tottenham, eoclosing a copy of hus letter dated Apnl 30, 1940
to Provincial Governments, pp 16, 18
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the feelings

1t 15 with the greatest regret that they have dearnt the decision
of certain political bodses to boycott the ¢ civic guards and the
istention of one of thun to expand therr own volunteer organisa
tions while at the same time abandommg to some cxtent the creed
of non violence to which they have so long been pledged

The Government of India are convincud that the multiplica
tion of volunteer orgamssations mostly constituted on communal
or party hmes so far from reducing the feelings of insecunity
occasioned by the war will only create a victous cirele and so
accentuate those feelings

They have no desire 1o take action without warning agamst
these volunteer associations which have hitherto been allowed
to function without interference  They have decided however
that the time has come to 1ssue orders under the Defence of Indfa
Rules prohibiting drdhing of a mulitary nature or of the weanng of
unoffical umform by any assocations that 18 pot  specially
recognised by the provincial Government concerned (or by th~
Central Government where such organisations are of an All India
charicter) They have no doubt that many of the members of
these associations would find a better outlet for their enthusiasm i
the civie guards and that the public generally will feel greater con
fidunce in those bodies than in the different and often nival organisa
tions that now exst

If these measures are not found to be sufficient {urther action
may have to be taken fo declace such organisations to be unlawful
asspenations ¢

Apart from the above the Defence of India Rules also could
be of immense help fo the Government  Rules 54 58 and 59 of the
Dufence of India Rules prevented the carrying of articles capable of
being uced as arms and gave power to the Government to control
ualan fid drsiling, 1nd restrict the weanns, of uneffieal uniforms

Now the question that naturally arisesis what was st that the

SiT Richatd Tottenham s lctter dated Sun 25 1940 Hom Depart
ment T' No 737340 Tol (1) pp 19 21
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Government wanted {o prevent and to divide the activities which
1t considered dangerous

Drilling, uniform and the arms were the things that were the
concern of the Government ¢

Drilimg was the mam achyity of the volunteer organisations
1t obviously created a sense of ‘private army' to supplant the British
Government ~ Ostensibly these were the Boy Scouts but they
functioned under approved control and thewr only object was
physical trammg m educational mstitutions  But other volunteer
orgamsations nusused drillmg and considered it a seedling to
private army, and 1t was tlus which the Government wanted to be
declared unlawful &

Connected with driiling was the question of umform wiich
wndicated an organisation whose members were ready to act together
for a common ¢nd  Even if the members of an orgamisation did
ot take up drillmg but put on a certan type of uniform, 1t was
also considered to be objectionable  The Congress Volunteers who
wore some distmeirve umform but did not dnit or carry arms were
also considered a menace as it did excrte the getieral publie—forcing
the masses of thew separate entity Action under Rule 59 was
suggested. for this ¥

Then there were arms which these organsations used durnng the
dnill and presented no lttle danger to the Government It conld
be controlled under Rule 54  Carrymg of arms by the members of
an orgamsation, resorting to drlling and wearmng uniform was
comsidered a ‘clearcst evidence’ of usmg force and therefore 2
restriction on it was essential ¢

After a thorough study of the subject it was consdered that
driflmg was the fountam of all mscluef and action should be taken

O ibd, 23

+ Sir Richard Tottenham’s letter dated Junc 25, 1940, Home Depastment,
[ile No 73/3/40, Pat (1), p 24

4 §yr Rechard Tottenham'’s lotter dated June 25, 1940, Home Depart.
‘ment, File No. 73/3/40, Pol (I}, p 24

4 itnd , pp 25,26
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agamst 1t under Rule 59 and no action under Rules 54 and 58 was
considered advisable

The vital question confronting the Home Department was
whether action shovld be taken by the Central Goversment or
should 1t be left to provincial Government The attitude of
United Provinices and the Punjab has already been stated  While
the Government of UP considered 1t primunfy the responsibility
of the provincial Government and ashed 1t to be lef to their discres
tion the Punyab thought it otherwise and preferredat to beleft to the
Centre This gave rise to an embarassing positton It would cer
tamnly be difficult for a province where volunteer orgamsations were
notcreating any problem to restrict drilling or weanng of umiform
but at the same tune the absence of & common policy would make
action more dsfficult in provinces where it was badly needed  This
kdtoa heated discussion m the Impenal Councit  Ultimately
the Central Government agreed that the Gosernment of each pro
vince would exercise a reasonable discretion in enforeing the orders
as circurnstances demanded 4%

The orders ssued 1 connection with the 1olunteer policy of
the Government browght forth Press comments  They pleaded that
the Government wanted to ban all assoctions for the sake of
Civic Guard  Sir Richard Tottenham 11l a press communique dated
August 19 1940 clanfymg the stand of the Central Government
said that not an assoctation 1s such but only certan actinties were
banned  Mibtary dnlting and weanng of a uniform resembling
military or official uniforms were no less than the ‘“mitations of
military methods  Military methods were designed for a certmn’
object that 1s the display of disaiplined force  Those who coped
these methods had the same object 1n vi w and therefore only those
activities were banned 1t further explained that the prop
that private armies were dangerous 1n principle and that they would
do much harm to society 1f permitted t6 function on communal Jines
would warrant Government action tnder the Defence of India Act

 Sir Tuelard Tottenbam s fetter dated June 25 1940 Home Depart
ment Fife No 7313/ 0 Pol (1) p 26
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The declaring of an undeswable association as unlawful was
Iikely to give offence to the people The Government of India,
therefore, 1nstructed provincal Governments that therc was
nouse of fillmg Jaus It was however thought expedient that
leaders or commanders who dofied the orders' were fo be
prosecuted ®  Thus we see that the volunteer movement presented
a problem to the Government and 1n spite of drastic checks the
Khaksars and other volunteer organisations continued thetr actwyities
unabated

i Home Department, File No 73{3/40, Pol (1), pp 52-54
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CHAPTER VI

BAN ON KHAKSARS

THE SINAH SURNI controversy {(discussed 1n the foregoing pages) in
whuch the Khaksars meddied in therr own way and the consequent
cmergence of Mashrigs as a champion of Mushm cavwse had
enhanced his prestige and power ! Reaching the Punab he decided
to widen the scope of his movement This could be secured by tno
ways Firstly by sncreasing the circulaton of the party organ
Al Islah to some 2500 copws and secondly by recruiting abouf
‘25 lakh new volunteers within six months  And he applied umseIf
to this task., The first (hing he did was 10 nomrnate governors for
various prowinces He republished his  pamphlets Aksargat
ya Khun and Bay 1 ul Maal with the addition of some mpressive
paragraphs  The former being the Presidential Address delivered
by fum in 1938 at Indore had already won distinction and the
revised text attracted publi attentron all the more  Mashnqr
the revised text sard

At tlus tme from Peshawar to Cape Comonn and (rom
Karachi to Rangoon there are 1n whole of India 2500 centres of
work Inour register there are entered more than 2§ Inkhs of
tramed hhaksar soldiers and there 1s no end of sympathis.ts  In
our treasury named Bayt ul Maal there 1s ymmovable and movable
property ncluding cash amounting to about Rs 20 lakhs

 flome Departiment File No 74/1/40 (Section [) p 105 (21) See Notes
on the Khaksar Movement p J05 onwards

Mashriql ARsararya Ao p 18

60



BAN ON KHAKSARS

Not only did the pamphlet furnsh mformation about the
organisation, it also threw lght on the general policy of the
Khaksars  In that very pamphlet to get new recrmts from India
he nspirmgly wrote  “The suzerainty always belongs to the people
who can shed blood We should prove to the Enghsh people that
we the Musalmans alone have the nght of beng guardsans of
Hindustan  The remns of the Government of Hindustan should be
m our hands alone Al the histories of the world show that
governance and shedding of blood have gone together No nation
can clamm to govern Hindustan except Musalmans *

Like Aksartyat ya Kiwm, Bayt-ul-3aal also makesa seditious
readimg It says . ‘The next stage of the movement, which I want
to attaw, 15 that 1 every cirele, m every district and ;m every tehsit
there should be mibtary establishment of Khaksars  The Quran
gives distinct orders that the Musalmans, to oppose therr enemies
should have as far as possible material for power espeaially canton-
ments of horses so that they may strihe terror into the hearls of
thetr encimues and the enemies of God 1In short I want that
m every district, there should be 50 young horses at least and
50 tents and along with the horses and tents there should be carts
and mules for carryng luggage, saddle, ropes, pegs, sword, daggers

.gunpowder, army musical bands In that way only can
Istam foree conquer  In this way alone can we muster thousands
and lakhs of soldiers 1n one camp The time when we can
command soldiers to lay down ther hfe and property 15 yet
distant *

‘The passages quoted above reveal a drastic change i Mashagr's
thiaking and tone compared to what 1t was mmne years ago The
passages, without any sota of doubt themselves speak of the inten-
tion of the Khaksar leader which was to supplant the Briush
Government 1n India by use of force  Truly speakung, this form of
the movement was not novel Mashrigl, from the very mmception
of the movement, had military motives m view and tramed the

abnd, p 117

¢ Mashn, Bayt.w-Maal, pp 5,7, 8
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Khaksars to oust the imperialists from India
The Government could not conmve at the publication of the
pamphlets which had spread sensation in Brtish circle  Government
offictals apprehended that of the Khaksars were wictorious
Enghsh men  women and children throughout India would be
massacred It would be more disastrous than the mutiny asit
would be a revolution of Mushims throughout India 3 Mahatma
Gandhn and Mashnqr were compared and it was said that whie
the farm r held out the hope of g ttne Swaray within a year and
wnduced thousands of people to go to ja! the latter by holdmg
out the hope of drning the Cnglish at an earhier date had succeeded
m enhsting thousands of Mushms for th Khaksar orgamisation® |
N 2-What happened to the Pamphlets as nlso to the Rhahksars
remams yet to be unfolded  In view of the alarming situation he
pamphlets were proscribed  Secunty was demoanded from the
Muhammadan Steam Press which printed the pamphlets and the
pacty paper A7 Islah As it fuled to furmish the secunty Al Isfah
had to cease publication and st had to go to some other pressin
Delhi to resume publication Government servants were prohibited
from joining etther the Khaksar or other political organisations
4nd under Rules 58 (I} and 54 (1) of the Defence of India Rules
dniling of o military nature and carrying of 1rms were declared
strictly profubited throughout the Punjab? These orders applied
to all orgamisations alike but the Khaksars took it senously and
resohied to violate them  The anfutiated Mashng proceeded to
Delhs from Lahore to scek an interview with the Viceroy but failed
He therefore m a press statement reiterated that he did not
consider that the resiriction on drilt affected the Khahsars which
was purely a socio-rehigious movement. But the Punpb Govern
ment stood by sts former announccment  Mashngi then sent out
seeret messages to Khaksars both inside and outside the Punpab to
send volunteers and Janbazs to Lahore to lay a bed of corpses
Home Department File No 74/2/40 Pol (I}
Home Department File No 73/2/40 Tol Section (1) P 1
? Home Depariment File No 741740 Po! Section () p 105 1)
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round Sir Stkandar’s  Charpoy’ 1n the event of clash between the
Khaksars and the Government 8

The call of the great leader was recerved by thousands of
Khaksar volunteers ke a thunderbolt The agiated Khaksar
volanteers started rushing to Lahore The mtelligence staff was
after them and Mr J T M Bennett, the Deputy Inspector General
of Police (CID) of the Pumab, informed all Supermntendents
of Police about ther anir-government actwities He further
wformed his admmustration that the Khaksars were not only ready
to offer resistance to their arrest but they would attack the police
He asked them to persuade the ‘Khaksars from resistance and to
deal with them effectively f they actvally do resist®® But nobody
had any control on the situation which was worsemng speedily A
plan was hatched that 313 Khaksars should march to the Badshal
Mosque 1a defiance of Government’s orders The number of 313
had a umque signtficance  The intention was to arouse rehigious
passton as 1t remmded the Khaksars of the 313 followers of the
Holy Prophet of Islam who accompanied him to hus first battle to
sacrifice thew lves for him 1

By comncidence the session of the All-India Mushm League was
gong to be held 1n Lahore on March 19, 1940 Therefore as a
precantionary measure the Police of the adjommg districts was also
called there to mantam law and order The situatron was tensc and
colhiston seemed immment In his 4 Note on the Khaksar Movement,
Dr Sir Ziya-ud-Din Ahmad says that when the relation between
Mashriqe and Sir Stkandar Hayat Khan, the Premier of the Punjab,
had turned from bad to worse, he interviewed both of them and
implored them to cnd the hostility  But because of thewr personal
equation he fatled to concltate  Sir Sthandar told Sir Ziya-ud-Din
that lus action was merely to avoid Hindu-Mushm conflict, which
was brewing 1n Lahore as 1t was rumoured that Mr Bula had

& Home Department, File No 74/1740, Pol (Section 1), p 105 (22)

» Confidential letter No  1825-54 CDSB, dated Lahore, March 20, 1940
from DIG of Police to all SPs of the Punjab

¢ Home Department, 74/1/40, Pol (Section I}, p 105 (22)
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given Rs 50 000 to non Mushims an the Punjab and had pronmused
a further lakh for orgamsing & counter movement To Mashniqs
1t was a lame excuse and the concihation proved abortne  Be that
as it may the tussle between the Government of the Pumjab and
the Khaksars was on the brink of explosion

According to their programme at about 1030 a m on
March 19 1940 the Rhaksars began assembling near the Unchy
Mosque mn defiance of the order of the Government of the Punpb
A Police Torce was rushed to that place and obstructed the move-
ment A company of Khaksars with sharpened Belchas attacked
the police  In self defence the police opened fire causing death of
31 and injuning 63 Khaksars ¥ The Superintendent and Deputy
Supermtendent of Police also received serious injuries from
spades ¥ Within no ttme the news of this incident was flashed
thrpughout the Punjab  The military was posted and the Anjuman
1 Khaksaran was declared as an unlaw ful association under section 17
of the Indian Cnimunal Law {Amendm nt) Act and certain places
used as headquarters of the orgamsation were notified under section
17 (@) ¥ The Chiefl Secretary to the Punjab Government wnstructed
all Doputy Commusstoners in the Pumab to carefully follow the
provistons of Section 17 A of the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act
1909 and to prosccute the Khaksars unless they were satisfied that
the Khaksars intended to give up therr connection with the move-
ment  Any mdidual found contributing to or asssting the
Khalsar operations was to be prosecuted 14

In another letter the Punjab Government informed the Deputy
Commissioners that the District officers were expeniencing difficulty

? Home Departmeat, File No 11140 Pol (f) p 23
* Home Department File No 111740 Pol (1) p 23
Note on the Khaksar Movement In the Punjab Home (Political)

Tie No s710[195

4 The Pumgab Governments Noufication No 1997 HG 40713882,
dated March 19 1940

1 Confidential Jetter No 1838 86 CDSB from Secretary to the Punjab
Government to all Deputy Commussioriers In the Pumab  dated March 20
1940
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i tackling the situation and therefore 1t was unnecessary to proceed
aganst persons unless they had been guilty of some illegal acts
But the case of Janbazs and other Khaksar leaders was somewhat
different and they were fo be severely treated even if they had
‘ceased to wear the outward emblems of the Khaksar Movement "¢

According to the mstructions a thorough search of the
Khaksar offices was made, pre-censorshup smposed and cucfew
promulgated under Section 144 Cr PC  The same day the police
raded the Idara-1 Aliyah, the Khaksar Headquarters at Ichhra
The Kheksar took 1t as a Jast straw on the camel's back Hundreds
of them were found posted on duty, they refused to lay down
therr Belchas and mtended to resist Tear gas was used by the
police to save the situation  Susroundmg the office by surprise,
'the police seized records and crippled the movement 10 the Punjab
This action was faken to prevent the growth of ‘private armucs’
and also to check military actvities on the part of non-officral
volunteer orgamsations which posed a danger to the peace and
tranquility of the country 7

Not yet satisfied with the barbarity meted out to the Khaksars
in the Punyab, 1t wanted to persuade all the provincral Governments
to declare the Khaksar organsation as an unlawful body A
Ietter was sent by the Chief Secretary of the Government of the
Punjab to the Chief Commussioner of Delbu to this effect, and a
confesence of the Home Member, the Chief Commusstoner of
Delhy, the Senior Superintendent of Police, Delhi and the Home
Secictary was convened  The Chief Secretary requured 1 hus letter
achion to be taken agamst the Khaksars and proposed the follow-
1ng action

(1) the arrest of Allama Inayatullah Kban Mashriqs, the

Khaksar head who was m Dellu ,
() the declaration of the Khaksar organsation as an unfaw-

* Confidentral letter No 2096-2124 CDSB of the Chief Secretary to
Government of the Punjab to all the Deputy Comuussioners of the Punjad
dated March 28, 1940

* Honue, Political (1), File No 28/3/1944
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ful association under Section 17 of the Indian Crimnal
Law (Amendment) Act 1908

(1r) the pre-censorship of news and

(1) the dis onnection of the leader s telephone in Delln ¥

The D thr Confercnee pted the if of th
Punjab Government declared the K haksar organisation as unlaw
ful arrested Mashriqe and proscribed the Af Islak the party or,an
published from Delln  The Khaksars became wild with rage
Hundreds of Janbaz Pakbazs and Khaksars who defied the
Government order were put behund the bars and mercilessly treated
Khaksars an particular and other bodies in generat had become
vichms of the ban and according to the officinl data about 200
private volunteer orpamsations with a membership of about twa
lakh were affected 2 Justifymg the action of the Punjab and
Delht Government the Viceroy 1 a telegraphic message to the
Sceretary of State for India sud on March 21 1940

“This (the arrest) was considered necessary 1n view particularly
of arders contuned in official organ of Khaksars to effect that
quota from other provinces should march on Lahore Hewas
arrested on the mght of 19th m Delln  Also decided the Chuef
Commssioner Delht should follow example of Pumab and by
notification under Cenminal Law (Amendment) Act declare Rhaksars
organisation to be unlawful association ™

The Central Government thercafter wrote to the provineil
Government to follow swit and specially asked the Chuef Secretary,
1o the Government of UP (March 20 1940) to sssue o notification
declaring the association as unlawful Bombay Madras Central

t The Bombay Ch onlefe June 7 9 1941 “The numbet of persons deta n
ed under Rule 26 of the Defence of India Rule 1n centrally admin stered areas
a8 disclosed by E Conran Smith in reply to PN Sapru was 258 The number
of those detained as Security prisoners without trfal was 92 asstated by E
Conran Smith jn reply to Mt V V Kalkar  Ths included the Congressites
the Khaksars and others  See 77 Councll of State Debates Vol 1& Vol 11
1941 pp 17071 245 respectively

The Council of State Debates Vol 11 1940 p 84
* Home Department Tile No 74/1/40 Section (1) p 8
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Provinces, Sind, Punjab, Bengal consented® but the Government
of United Provinces projected a different viewpomt saymg that the
volunteers had been Jaw-abiding and that there was no attempt
on their part to send Khaksars from United Provinces to defy the
bann the Punjab  Moreover they were very close to the Muskm
League and Juanah’s appeal for peace had produced considerable
cffect #* The Government of N-WEP also felt the same way and
constdered 1t madvisable to declare the Khaksar assocration
unfawful 2 ’

No one can doubt the wisdom of the action of the Govern-
ments of United Provinces and North-West Frontier Province 1
leaving the Khaksars orgamisation unrestricted When Mr K
Santhanam asked Sir Reginald Maxwell i the Legislative Asscmbly
about the nature of the Khaksar drill and activities, he rephed that
3t was not really of a militacy land  “They go through some form
of drill but I should not describe it as miltary,” he sad  This
statement proves that the steps taken by the Punjab Government
agamst the Khaksars was more high-handed than they actuaily
deserved

The declaration of the Khaksar orgamsation as unlawful
became a subject of heated discussion 1n the Legislative  Assembly
Dr Sir Ziya-ud-Dim a protagomst of the Khaksars, asked Mr Max-
well, whether he knew of the offer of fifty thousand Khaksars to
fight on the Allies’ side tn the war 7 How then could thew active-
ties be regarded as prejudicial to the efficient prosecution of the
war and public order ? He further mquired whether 1 view of full
cooperation which Allama Mashriq: wanted to give to the Govern-

2 The Bombay Chronicle, Janvary 6, 1941

% See Telegram R No 147-CX, dated March 21, 1940 from Chicf
Secretary to Government of UP, Luchnow to Secretary, Home Department
Also sce Chief Secretary TP%s letter to Scerctary, Home Departracnt, dated
June 17, 1940 Home Department, File No 74/1/4D, Pol (Section H), p 10

= Sec Telegram R No  31-BI, dated March 21, 1940, Peshawar, fo
Secretary, Home Department Home Department, File No  74/1/40, Pol
Section 11, p 11

* Sce The Legislative Assembly Debates, Vol IV, 1939, p 3503
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ment dd the Government intend to releas¢ im ?  In reply Sir
Reginald Maxwell spoke 1n detail on what he regarded as Mashnqi s
ants Government activities  quoted passages from the Al Islah to
augment his argument and asserted that he was arrested with a
view to preventing him from acting 1n a manner prejudiial to effi
cient prosecution of the war He demed the offer of 50 000 Khaksars
made to the Government by Mashriq: and refused to say anythmng
about fus refease  Thereupon Sir Ziya ud Din reminded Maxwell
about the telegram of Mashnqr offering 50 000 Khaksar volonteers
for the war sunt to the Viceroy which was detaned by the
Provincial Government and his own letter enclosing a copy of the
telegram sent to the Viceroy He regretted that such important

were di d which could have far reaching
effect on therr relations  Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan and other
Muslim Councillors also took up the matter stubbornly -

On the other hand Mr V'V halihar i the Council of States
rassed the question about the bar on volunteer organisations His
resolution for Lifting the ban was mainly 1n relation to the Hindu
voluntary organsations which had come under bap in the wake of
Kkohaksar activsties  He expressed lus concern for Shrr Hanuman
Vyayam Prasara Mandal and Rashinya Swayam Sewak Sangh
which provided only physical traiming to its members and were not
wedded to any political body Sir A P Patro replying to Mr
Kalikar satd that the object of all the volunteur organisations was
no other than to form a national army He contended that the
i of all the org: was mhtary dniling otherwise
Dhoti and Kurta were enough for soctal service

The mweident of March 19 and the inhuman treatment of the
Punpab Government i quelling the khaksars had won them
mytiad sympathisers who looked down wpon the action of the
Punnb Government  Apitation favounng the hhaksars were
mevitable ¥ United Provinces Dera Ismail Rban and Ahmadabad

The Leg stative Assembly Debates Vol L& 1V 1940 pp 208, 167!
B
Home Department Pol (1) File No 26)2/1942 Political
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became the centres of agitation and demanded immedmte release
of Mashrigr ¥ But the Government wovld not yweld 8. Instead
1t proceeded with serious steps  Strict vigilance was kept on the
press  The Information Bureau nformed the Home Department
that the Tuly-r-Islam, a Urdu monthly magazine, released from
Delhy, published pro-Khaksar articles and editorials It also repor-
ted that o certain Chaudliry Ghulam Ahmad, B A , of the Home
Deopartment contributed articles to 1t under the nom de plume of
Parwez  These articles were of non-political and rebgtous nature,
but they were objected to on the ground of Ahmad berng a member
of the Home Department *

The annual session of the All-India Mushim League, as stated
above, had been calied for March 22, 1940 The March 19 mce-
dent had led people to believe that the sesston had been cancelled
The opponents of Sic Sikandar Hayat Khan had blackened his
political career  Mr M A Jinnah was oblivious of the tyranny
bemng committed on Mushms m the Punjab and it was msisted
that Jinnah should take the matier mto his own hands But
Jinnah, a man of firm determination as he was, did nerther
thmk of postponung the Lahore session mor was he willng

¥ The Muslim Association of Dera Ismail Khan passed the following
resolution

“Ttus representative meeting of the Mussalmans of Dera Ismar! Khan,
vehemontly demands from the Government of Indra the mmediate release of
their beloved great leader Hazratullama Inayatuliah Khan Mashrlg: and
very strong words demands from the Goverament of the Punab that 2t should
forthwith remove the charge of violence from the Khaksars so that i the
‘'present  Tegime of war the atmosphere may become pacified* Home
Department, Political, File No 74/8/1940, Pol ()

t Home Department (Political}, (I}, File No 28/2/1942

* The Home Department considered the case and wrote  ‘Rale 19 of
the Government Servants Conduct Rule, 1926 provides that a Government
servant may contribute anonymously to the Press, but must confine himsalf
within the lismts of temperate and reasonable discussion, and that, 1f Iis con-
nection with the press is contrary to the public interest, Government may
withdraw his Liberty to contrsbute  In this case as the articles are of a religious’
and non-political nature and are contributed anonymously the conduct of
the clerk does not seem obyectionable * See Home Dzpartment, File, No 33/20f
41 pol ()
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to overlook the Khaksar affair  As scheduled the session started
on March 22 and Jinnah took up the hhaksar trag dy By passing
a resolutton Jinnah won back the outgoing Mushms  The resolu
tion placed on record the Leagues deep sensc of sorrow at the
tragic incrdent of March 19 expressed sympathy for the agenieved
demanded an impartial commattee of tnqmry and appealed to the
Government to rescind their orders declaring the Khaksars to be
an unlawful association at an carly date ™ Nawab Bahadur Yar
Jang a Khaksar leader of Hyderabad started neg with the
Government with a view 1o bring about the withdrawal of restrie-
tions on the Khaksars and the order declaring them as a lawful
association  But nothing came out of lus eflforts  Sir Sikandar
Hayat 1n an Assembly spcech made it clear that the Government
would withdraw the orders only when it was satisfied that the
Khaksars would not attempt to defy law and order  Towards the
end of 1940 the Anjuman 1 Khaksaran appeared to be out of eus
tenct as most of its officials were arrested or shadowed and ne
sign of its revival was visible

After the arrest of Mashriq who was put in the Veltore Jail

{Mudras) the resy bility of the movement felf on
the shoulders of hus two | These were Bastur Ahmad
Siddigl of Pesl and Dr Mut d Ismail Nami of Lahare

Bashir Alimad Siddiqt was a shrewd politictiin aad from 1922 to
1939 had been to jail many times O the occaston of the Prnce
of Wales visit to Peshawar he rased an agitation and was sent to
jal  Ye then joined the Sorhad of Pe hawar as o subedstor  In
1930 he formed the Mushm Naujawan i Sathad  When the hhak
sar movement was m the malang he acted as 1ts Salar ¢ Jang and
by sheer dint of hard labour he became the heutenant of
Mashriqn  In 1940 he toured the districts of Ferozpur Amntsir
Jullunder Ludhiana and Ambala to remforce the Khaksars s the
Punjab e attended camera mectings of Kbaksars at Aligarh

M H Salyld op ¢t pp 327- § Muhammad Raza Khan Phat
Price Freedom (Madias 1969) p €0 Ascka Mehta and Achyut Patwardhan
The Comn unal Triangle {Allahabad 1942) p 42

70



BAN ON KRHAKSARS

and Meerut which decided that negotrations for a settiement with
the Government shouid continue, and m the case of farlure, the
order of Mashrig1 requirmg thirty thousand Khaksars and  thirteen
hundred Janbazs to reach Lahore should be given effect to,
Rumours also were circulating 1n many places that he had set up the
Khaksar headquarters at Meerat and was directing the Khaksar
activities from there  In the official circles he was considered as
a clever and dangerous agitator and a keen Khilafatist 3

His other Tieutenant, Mr Muhammad Ismail Naruy, joined the
movement m 1937 and by 1939 was considered to be one
of the most powerful leaders of the organisation

In February 1940, when Mashriqs visited Detht on the proserip-
tion of his pamphlet Aksaripat ya Khun, he took Dr Nami with
him and after his areest Mashriqn reportedly proclammed him as
Amir, and he took up the admumustrative work of the movement
He published statements in the Bagly, the Ihsan and Adakar,
demanding removal of the ban and release of Mashniqa He
further msmisted that no one save Mashnigr was authorized to
negotiate with the Government, and fathng these demands he
would move to Lahore with 30,000 Khaksars and 13,000 Janbazs
to transiate hus dream o action  The actvites of both the
Lentenants were closely watched and the Punjab Government wrote
to the Home Department that it was of the utmost importance
that they should be placed under restraint, bemmg the most active
organsers of the Khaksar movement, 1n the capacity as members
of the Idara--Aliya appointed by Inayatullah Kban before s
arrest ¥ The Home Department, therefore, issued order for their
imedrate arrest which was done  The former was arrested, wlile
the warrant agamst the latier continued chasing hum from one
place to another for a long time

# Home Department, File No 74/4/Af40, Pol (i)

2 See lotter of the Chief Secretary to Government of Penjab to the
Secretary, Government of India, Home Department, No C-777, SDSB, dated
Sumla, £ May 24, 1940
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SINCE THE DECLARATION of the Rhaksars as an unlawfut assoziation
and detention of Mashriqu in the Vellore jari Madras the demand
for the restoration of both was steadily growing Sir Richard
‘Tottenham the Additronal Secretary to the Government of India
Home Department 1n lus letter dated March7 1941 tothe J D
Penny Chuief Scceretary to the Government of the Pumjab com
menting on the Khaksar orgamsation remarhed that the aimless
exsstence of the Khaksar orgamisation presented a problumy which
contammg s st did elements of danger The Punjab Government
totally shared this view and 1 reply to the Additional Seeretary wrote
that the Rhaksars were gradually becoming 2 more disturbing
clement who presently had concentrated all therr energics ont
secuning the release of Mashiniqt  The Punjab Government advised
Sir Richard o resist the movement to the last  because if he and
other Khaksar leaders were released the movement would agun
prow Not knowing the future intentions of the orgamsers of the
movement he was at any rate satisfied that of Jaw and order con
tinwed to be enforced the movement would die of mertia

The above assessment of the khaksar actiities after the arrest
of Mashriqt was not unfounded  As a matter of fact it did not

% Sectet Jelter No C$SB from Chief Secretary 1o the Punjab Govern
ment to Additlonal Seerotary Government of India Home Department dated

Lahore March25 1941 Home Department File No 741141 Pol () Pt 8
pp 98-100
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wane and new developments in the Punjab made soon themselves
felt The Khaksars distributed printed Urdu leaflets emphasising
the policy of the party as bemg cooperative to the Government but
ponting out that unless the Khaksar leader was soon released, they
might court arrest and contmue the agitation 2  ‘Allama Mashnq
day' was observed on May 2, 1941 m Patnz by the display of
emblems and flags on houses and shops® An influx of Khaksars
1ato the Punyab from other provinces contiaued and though ther
number was meagre, the remforcement from outs:de to continue
the agitation mught have the effect of resuscitating the 2000 old
Putjab Khaksars who had dissociated themseives from the
movement*  The mflux of Khaksars from the N-WEP mdicated a
number of 172, from United Provinces 12§, from Bihar 105, from
Sind 27 and from Bengal 12, and they had started creating trouble
m Rawalpndr, Multan, Hosiyarpur, Amrisar and were extending
to others districts ® A report smid that bestdes Bashir Ahmad
Siddigr and Dr Muhammad Ismail Namy, two new mfivential men—~
Ghulam Mustafa Bhurguri of Sindh and Miyan Ahmad Shah, Bar-
at-Law, of N-WFP had also jomed the Idara--Aliyah, the Khaksar
Hygh Command  This had turther alerted the Government ® The
mounting resistance of the Khaksars and the counter action of the
Government was in no way to be beneficial to either of the parties
Sir Ziya-ud-Din Ahmad, the Vice-Chancellor of the Aligarh Muslim
Unuversity, who was the well-wisher of both of them, realising the
gravity of the situation, wrote to Tottenham  ‘Froma what I have
been able to see, the release of the Allama or even a gesture which
may ultunately lead to hns release will create very good mmpression

* Homie Department, File No 18/1/1941, Pol  Fortnightly Reporls on
Political Situation 1n Indea, Yanuary 1941

3 Home Department, File No  18/5/1941, Pol Fortmightly Report on
Political situation m India for the month of May 1941

4 Secret letter of HD Cratk dated May 23, 1940 from Smmlz to Su
Regmald Maxwell, Home Member, Governor-General's Executive Council,
Home Department, I'tle No  74f1{A[40, Pol (L), pp 1-3,

® ibid

® fbid
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among all the persons nterested m the hhaksar Movement ¥ In
this connection the considered view of the Punjab Government was
that they would not succeed in getting the nsing agitation under
control unless the neighbouring  provinces took strinent action to
help the Punjab Government® The Governments of Bombay
Madras Bengal Central Provinces Sind and the Punjab had
declared the Assocition as unlawful after the mcident of March 19
and the Punjab Government 1asisted that N WFP UP and Bihar
should also make & sumlar declaration to ease their difficulties
But if they did not agree the Punjb Government suggested that
they could help by prohubiting Khaksars under the Defence of India
Rules from proceeding to the Punjab  The Khaksar situationin
Lahore and Rawalpind: was critical and therr influx from N WIP
poscd o great danger 10 the Government of the Pumab® Some
Khaksar batches had planned to take direct actton  Ahmad Shah
Dr 1smait Nam and their fellow Khaksars did not agree with this
attitude  The latter had sent a telegram from Calcutta to Qud 2
Azam Jinnah in tesponse to his appeal to the Khaksar leaders.
The telegram smid ~ Reparding your recent statement I the present
Head of the khaksar Movement delegate authonty to you for
honourable peace with the Punjab Mimstry includmg removal of
the ban of February 28 rclease of Allama Mashrigr and others
compensation to the survivers of those hulled refund of fine and
return of property confiscated by the Government ¥ Mr Jinah
accepted the invitation and Dr Nami to facibitate his effost for
peace ordered suspenston of the movement temporarily ¥ But the

F

18ir Ziya ud Din to Tottenham dated Aligarh Msy 22 1941 Home
Department File No 7471/31 Pol (1) Pt 1

Secret letter of H D Cruik dated May 23 1940 from Simla lo Sir
Reginald Max velt Home Member Governor G neral s Executivs Counctl.
W ome Qv ot Flp Np M0 AN Po) N pp L]

# See pursonal telegram dated May 31 1940 from the Governor of the
Punjab o the Governor of N WFP  Home Department File No 74/A 1/40
Pol (D) p 14

3 Home Department File No 74/A 140 Pol (i) p 54

i The Lastern Time Lahore July 12 1940
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Government of the Pamjab was not willing to withdraw the ban
The Central Intellbgence Bureau was of the opimon that the with-
drawal of ban from the Khaksar wounld be asking for frouble at a
time when other political parties had turned to mass movement

The Communsst Party was also put under ban but they were
permitted not to carry on their normal party programme and
1deology but to ventilate through public propaganda therr hatred of
Fusoism and to cncourage a martsal spirit m the people to jom war
The Khaksars were not considered fit to carry on such a programne
because they wanted to keep up their separate eniity They wished
to act as a body to advance the prestige and mfluence of thewr
organisation and this was an eye-sore o the Government The
war situation 1n Europe and the Far East had forced the Govern~
ment to thuak 1n terms of war efforts  Swnce the Khaksars were
considered an obstacle m the war, the Government was not wilhing
to do away with the ban, but smce the Communusts expressed their
hatred of Fascism which benefitted the Government m their war
efforts, restrictions mposed on them were relaxed *

Now the only alternative open to the Khaksars was to shift
thesr headquarters from Lahore to Aligarh which they immediately
did and resumed the pubhcation of Al-Islah  Between March
12 and 18, 1941 threc meetings of the leading Khaksars, attended
by Miyan Ahmad Shah, Dr Muhammad Ismail Nams, Moulav:
Ablullah Khan, Dr Sir Ziya-ud-Din Abmad and Nawab Bahadur
Yar Jung and others, were held  Relattons between the Khaksars
and the Government were reviewed and it was decided that 2
deputation should wait on the Government to clear up misunder-
standing and to assure the Government of the basic oyalty of the
orgamsation  Miyan Ahmad Shah was appomted the ‘Qaid’
(teader) of the movement and 1t was suggested that the Qaid and
Sir Zaya-ud-Die should discuss the question with Jmnah

In November 1941 a section of Iefust Khaksars met i Delhu

*2 Home Department, File No 74/4/41, Pol (T), Pt 1 (Intelligence Burean
HD)p 149

* Home Department, File No 74/1/41, Pal (1), p 56
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to discuss how 10 secure the release of Allama Mashngr  The
counsellings of Miyan Ahmad Shah for patience wer. set asude
The meeting decided inter afia that two Khaksars should offer
themselves for arrest daily and on reaching the jail they would start
fasting ¥ Miyan Ahmad Shah the nghtist did not parhicipate
but with il the power at his command tned to persuade the
Rhaksars to abagdon therr activities  He failed

As deaded nnammously the Khaksars offered themselves
voluntinly for arrest and Fatehpurn Mosque became the centre of
fastmg for them until the Khaksar leader was released  Slogans
like Allama Mashnqi Zindabad Allama Mashriqt Azad ho
Khaksars Zindabad and Hukumat: Bart.ma barbad ho were
echoad 1 In Sindh a new movement in support of the Khaksars
was mnaugurated to organise the Muslims who took a pledge to
wear a black badge on the nght arm s 8 mark of resentment
against Mashrigi s d They declared themselves as Fidam
1Islam (Devotees of Islam) and called Inayatullah Khan Allama
Mashnigs as Amic Sharat (leader of the Community) ¢ Secret
and open correspondence between the Khahsars was intercepted
and code letters were never delivered to them !7 It 1s smteresting
to quote from onc of the letters wnitten by a Khaksar to s Salar
1n a code language

I have received your letter All the refatives of India are
willing that the marnage (meaning agitation) should b performed
very carly The condition of the father 15 ertical The
brisk. preparations for the marriage are 1o progress  The date has
not yet been fixed The ime  the date will not be fixed tdl

plete and adequte ar have been made Ali the

* Home D partment File No 74/1/41 Pol () Secret report dated
November 26 1941 p 154
1 Secret report dated Delhi November 26 1941 Home Department
Tile No 74/1{41 Pol (I} p 154
The hhaksar Movement Home Department File No 74/1/41 Pol D
171 InUP the Punjab N WEP Bhopal Hyderabad there were renswed
Khaksars activy pp 172 73
5d p 182
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guests attending the marpage will assemble at Dells . it
expected of you that you will grace the occasion with your wife
and cluldren The bride’s (Government) relations are not prepared
to compromuse on any tecms  Therefore the marriage will have to
be performed under compulsion ns

The policy of the Government of United Provinces was
lement to the Khaksars It was willing to negotiate with the
Khaksar leader Miyan Ahmad Shah as he had been very co-
operative n the past  But us activities to the Central Government
were prejudicial and 1t telegraphically served a warrant of arrest on
tum through the Chief Secretary to the UP Government But
Sir Hallett intervened and wired the Home Department to hold the
order of Shah’s arrest 1 abeyance and permut lum and others to go
to Vellore to mterview Mashriq: to bring about a seftlement ¥ The
warrant of arrest was therefore deferred temporanly and Shah was
allowed to negotiate with the Government ® Miyan Ahmad Shah
in hus letter dated October 17, 1940, addressing to the Chref
Secretary, the Government of UP, wrote that he had been
pressed by responsible Khaksar leaders to take charge of the
Khaksar movement and before accepting the leadersip he would
Iike to discuss the matter with Allama Mashriqi and if ke succeeded
m persuading him to make a definite promuse with regard to the
policy of cooperation with the Government during the war, he
would request the Central Government to release him aad 1t would
work as a check not only on Mashnqs but on the most extreme
ciement amongst the Khaksars He complained of the vnsym-
pathetic attitude of the Central Government in withholding

1 +Thys letter was addressed to Sayyid Habib Al: Ayment from Dethy
Sayyid Hatib Al was the Naib-Hakim-r-Ala of Khaksar orgamsation m
A)mere’ Secret Report, Intelligence Burean, Home Department, File No
7411441, Pol (1), pp. 181-82

2 See Telegram R No Gf66 dated and recened August? 1940 from
Governor, United Provinees to Home Department, File No 74/1-A40, Pol (1),

1u7

i 20 See Telegram No 2959 dated Sumla  August 8, 1940 from Home

Department to Governor, UP Home Depertmant Fite No 74/1-A40, Pol (D),
p 1§
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Mashniq: s pension and sssuing warrants of arrest under the Defence
of India Pules 1t
This letter provided a hopeful opportunty for s compromise
between the Rhaksars and the Government and the Governor of
UP drew the attention of the Viceroy to it The Governor said
that the offer of cooperation 18 primary and entirely genune and
that the proposal for the release of the Allama s secondary
and mamly mportant as a condition necessary for suceessful
cooperation = But the Viceroy turned down the request  He wrote
toM G Hallett Governor of the United Provinces
I fal no doubt whatever on the matenial that I have scen that
the Khaksar movement 1s i fact a dangerous organisaton ofa
communal character  while even if it may be prepared 1 its own
nferests to support government n present circumstances it s in
fact the nearest approach m India to a well orgamised pnivate army
1t 55 only a fuw months since we publicly recognised the danger
of such organisations and any move on our part which may be
nferpreted as amounting to the acceptance of active help from the
F.haksars 1s an organisation would 1 am certain be most
unwise Although the movement 15 at the moment quiescent—
thanks to the action taken agamstits leaders—tt1s as I suggest
above stili pe My violent 1n ct and I do not thmk it
15 going too far to susgest that this attempt at negotition 13
dictated under a threat more or less veded of a renewal of wiclent
actwities 2 Regarding the release of Mashrigr and eancellation of
the warrants he said that submission of those persons would be
unconditional and he thd not desire anything but compliance
with law #
The unfavourable attitede of the Centre 1s retterated in another
4+ Home Department File No 74/1)41 Pol (T) Pt il p 6
1 Sce Coofidential fetter of M G Hallett Governor of UP to Lord
wolihsgos he Prans  IALQY ahs U 184 Yame Denartment File No
21148 Pol () Pt I
From Lord Linlithgow to SirM G Hallett dated December § 1940
Home Dzpartment File No 74/1/41 Pol (1) Pt I p 9
v b p 12
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letter written to the Chief Secretary, Government of UP dated
March 7, 1941, m which attention of the provicial Government
15 drawn to the future of the Khaksars  The letter ashed the UP
Government ‘to amm at their extinction” But the Government of
UP did not consider 1t advisable ‘o extingush the Khaksar
movement with 2 display of ruthlessness that would not be folerated
by public opron 1n the case of a body the external professions of
which are religtous and social service and which has the sympathy
of the great body of Mushms ~ * He had m mund the other side
of the prcture and 1magined bow the Khaksar could be rendered
more useful or at any rate less harmful to the Government
Reiterating hus Government’s stand on the Khaksar movement he
communicated to the Home Department that the Governor was in
favour of the release of Mashniqr, whether conditionally or un-
conditionally; the acceptance of any offer of help which the
Khaksar might make, provided 1 could not impede m any way the
prosecution of was, and the cancellation of warrants agamst the
Khaksars to brmg them closer to the Government % A thorough
reading of the correspond leads one to fude that the stand
of the UP Government was quite balanced and that is why it did
not come 1 clash with the Khaksars

Later Miyan Ahmad Shah also wrote to the Private Secretary
to the Viceroy expressing his disappomtment at the fature to bridge
the gulf between the Khaksars and the Government He saxd that
he had started his effort with the aim to prove to the Government
that the Khaksars were perfectly loyal and were not an obstacle m
the prosecation of war  In the aforesaxd letter, hie appealed to the
Viceroy to withdraw the ban on the Khaksars, to release Mashngi
and Bashir Alimad Siddigr from Vellore and Lahore Jails respec-

* Secret letter from the Chel Secretary, Government of UP, to Secre~
tary Home Department, dated Luchaow March 19, 1941 Theletter of March 7,
1941 sent to the Government of UP from Ceatre 1s not traceable ¥t 15 from
the reply of Chuef Secretary, Government of UP’s Iettor of March 7, 1941 that
the present author has quoted Homs Departmont, File No 74/Ij4t, Pol (i)
PtiLp % -
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tively and to cancel the warrant agawnst Dr Nami ¢

The Home Department agamn m a harsh tone replied to Miyan
Ahmad Shah that  even membership of the Khaksar organization
1§ now technically an offence It follows that those who resort 1o
active support to the movement render themseles all the more
hiable to the penalties of the law #

Ths attitude of the Home Department showed lack of under
standing of Indian politics  Apart from the Khaksars there were
the Congress and other affiliated bodies whose activities were far
more antewar  But the Government either sgnored or took mild
steps against them  This differentral treatment was undoubtedly
intended to crush the Khaksar movement How could there bea
compromse between the Khaksars and the Government when the
latter was determined to wipe out the very existence of 8 movement
calculated to render service to the Government and the people of
India  To thecredit of the Khaksars st may be added that not
withstanding the adverse attitude of the Government they continued
to foster friendly relations between the Goverament and themselves
Even prior to this Mashriq wrote from the Vellore Jail Madras
to the Viceroy a frank letter which could have been appreciated
even by a man of mediocre talents and brought the khaksars to
thur side but the preconceived notion of the Kbaksar benga
potental danger and also a preferental treatment checked them
Mashrig: wrote  The situation in Europe has become grave  The
Punjab Premie I submat) 1s unnecessanly sowing briterness i the
minds of Khaksars and ¢ 1s\hlgh time that we should finish all our
ammosities and give everyﬂqu for the defence of Indim Tam
ready to organize all men at my disposal to shed the last drop of
blood i accordance with the plan H E lays down Let HE
make hrs gesture of removal of banson us release all prisoners and

* Letter of Miyan Ahmad Shah m.\al Law Bengalt Kotht Algarh,
dated August24 1941 Home Deparsment KZ No 4 o T g2

Pp 22 23
Letter from Sir Richard Tottenham Ad{itionat Sccretary to Govern
ment of Indla (Home) to Miyan Ahmad ShaR) Bar-at Law dated S::nln
September 11 1931 Home Department Fale No 24 \J6 41 Pal (1) pp 267
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he will find me ready to do as he bids

“The Punjab Premier has confiscated my personal money and
thrown the family of twelve to starvation He 1s resolved to starve
to death hundreds of Khaksars 1a the mosgue It1s time all this
bitterness should cease **  Buf this also fell on deaf ears

Ultimately, though late, reason prevatled on the Central
Government  The Shah was permitted to interview Mashnqi and
between June 13 and December 7 no less than 9 persons had been
deputed to Mashtiq: to ascestain us view and even then nerther
was he released nor tried by any court but continued detamned m
Jait  Miyan Abmad Shah, therefore, mn sheer desperation and
thinkmg lest the Khaksars should mdulge in some violent actwities
decided to take the Khaksar affair mIus own hand  Informmg
the Private Secretary to the Viceroy, he wrote ‘Bven previous
attempts were made to bring the Government and the movement
closer, but unfortunately the feelings of distrust on the part of the
Government were running high and consequently every offer of
cooperation was regarded with suspicion I have had dealings with
the UP Government and al agreements arrived atin relation
thercto are stifl being acted upon by the Khaksar orgamsation
without grumbling I trust my taking up the policy of the Khaksar
movement mto my own hands will pave the way for closer coopera-
tron and fuendshup between the Government and the movement
Of course, a friendly gesture on the part of the Government will
make the task much casier *** Thus the assumption of leadership
of the Khaksars by the Shah was timely After the arrest of
Mashriq the Khaksars were hke a rudderless boat threatening here
and there and needed a steerman who could pilot their boat on a
turbujent ocean  They now got 1z Miyan Ahmad Shah, a man of
acumen and far-sightedness

% Mashriqr's letter to Private Secretary to the Viczroy Home Depart-
ment, File No 74/6/40, Pol (I)» 1940

22 Letter of Miyan Ahmad Shah to the Private Secretary, Viceroy, dated
Aligarh, March 17, 1941 Home Department, File No 74/1/41, Political (I),
PLILD 75
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In the Punjab Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan was often subgcted
to eritical question about the Khaksars  To the question how 1t
could be possible to revoke the orders declaring the Khaksars as
au unlawful body he would reply that 1t depended on the fulfitment
of certain conditions  These conditions were firstly the Khaksars
should confine their activities to social work secondly they should
grve an undertaking not to defy the ordurs of the Punjab Govern
ment and thirdly the Khak.ars who had com to the Punab from
outside should go back  And also an unambigous pronouncement
should be made by the leaders that doring the war social service
too would be done n one s indnvidunl capacity and that there would
be no driling and no ymforms badges or symbols would be worn
by the Khaksars

Meanwhile Khaksar and Mushm League circles were discussing
the report of the commttee appointed to inquire mto the Lahore
meident of March 1940 under Sir Douglas Y oung and Ex Justice
Mr Nuamutullah  The report held that while the police order
agamst the Khaksar procession and the police firne m reply to
Khalsars action was justiied the police acted i o revengeful
spintn rounding up Khaksars and finng on them after the man
T had been dispersed ®  Tlus threw the Khaksarsanto 8
fit ol insane fury 1t was Jinnah s effort which pacified them  The
Presdent of the All India Mushim Leapn  discussed the matter with
the Punjab Governm nt but the latter s stubborn attstude provented
2 solution coming out @

From Vellore Jall where he was detained Mashriqe nformed
the Government of lus intention to end his hife by fasting 1f the
Government did not release tum and his 1500 folloners languishing
1 different juls  Fatling to get an accommodating  response from
the Government he started tus selfimpe d penitential fast on
Qeigha & 104 Mg, alyget s s v wesils was to

* Home D partment File No 741 AJ40 Pol tical (D p 57

* Home Department, File No 74]A-1/40 Pol (1} p 57 SecalsoFile
No 7314/41 Pol (1) Pt fend I3

t
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punfy the soul and ultimately releaset from the body '® The
Government of India refused to accept that the fast was m any
way distingmishable from a hunger-strike and decided that Mashrigr
should be treated as an ordmary hunger strike prisoner

The fast of Mashriqt and the general condition of the Khaksars
m Jaxl caused no small amount of consternation Sir Ziya-ud-
Din Ahmad, Vice-Chancellor of the Ahgarh Muslim Unwersity,
called on Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan at Hyderabad, Deccan and
requested lum to reconsder the Mashriqi affairs  Sur Stkandar
pleaded that it was for the Ceatral Government to release the
Khaksar Jeader  Humself he would have no objection to lus entry
1 the Punjab if the Central Government released im  The Vice-
Chancellor then nterviewed Sir Richard Tottenham on  November
19, 1941 and assured hum of the sincerity and cooperation of the
Khaksars during the war The charge of connection with the
Nazs ang Fascists agamnst Mashriqr was strongly objected to by
Sir Ziya-ud-Din who said, on the basis of telegrams and letters
pourmg mio lus office, that the Muslims were generaliy harbouring
strong resentment over the Government attitude towards the
Khaksars  Sir Ziya-ud-Dm thus pressed for immediate release of
Mashriqr ® Mr M A Kazm also represented the Khaksar case
to the Legislative Assembly and requested the Government to deal
with the situation diplomatically 3

In a few days, the ‘pemtential fast® reduced Mashnaq to the
pomt of sinhing  Miyan Ahmad Shab, Sheer Zaman Khan and
Abdul Samad Khan proceeded to Madras to see Mashriqr and
exploze the possibility of a settlement  Mashriq disclosed that he
had already submutted some proposals to the Central Government

32 See telegraphic nformation sent from the Chief Secretary, Govern-
ment of Madras to Secretary, Home Department, dated October 24, 1941—
Home Department, File No 74f4/41, Pol, (I), Pt I and IT

MLctter from Sir Ziya-ud Din Ahmad to Sir Ruchard Tottenhiam
Additronal Secretary, Government of India, Home Department, dated Aligarh,
November 21, 1941, Home Department, File No 74f4/41, Pol (), Pt I, Sec B,

6
® Legislame Assembly Debates, Vol TV-1941, pp 753-54
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and that never would he stoop before the bureaucratic Government
for justiee  The proposals were
1 The hhaksars would contiove to be a peaceful orgaisa
tion until the conclusion of war
2 The Khaksars would not use the Ukhuwwat badge or
uniform that contravened Government orders
Belchas were to be abandoned until further orders
No parades and similar performances would be held
5 Al Khaksars titles would be gnen up temporarily with
the exception of Hakim i Ala
6 The Halum 1 Ala of each province would be responsible
10 ensure that the Khaksar movement in hus province
would not become extinct
7 Good relations with the Government would be part of
their permanent policy 3
These proposals were free from any rsk to the Governm nt of
India 5 prosecution of the war effort  The Government threw them
mto the channel of the routine forwarding them and calling for
opmions of the provincial Governments The Punjab Government
to which the proposals were sent telegraphucally stood by its earlier
degision to the effuct that the condition precedent to the release of
Mashnqs should be a public pronouncement by lim wiading up
the entire Khaksar movement It further suggested some more
conditions if the release of l\;abnqn was considered necessary by

E Y

the Government of Inha ey were (/) The movement of
Mashniqi would be restricted withm the area of Madras Presidency
and he \wuuld 1ot be llowed 1o organise the khaksars movement
or addsess any public meeting (1) Should Mashriqu wish to take
part m socal service he could do so ndividually he would not
make any statement to the press (tir) It would be in the discretion
of the Punyab Government to review a1l cases 1 which Khaksars
had becn convicted ¥

¥ Copy of A Report on Rhaksar Affairs Home Department File No

D 1

e l;oé g{a ];:)6’8 gDSSB Pungab Civil Secretanate Labore Dec 30 1931
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‘These, more or less, were the same” proposals that Mashngi
had himself lamd before the Government The suggestions of the
Pumab Government appeared to be an  excuse to gan time Miyan
Ahmad Shah requested Sir Richard Tottenham to meet the
unammous desire of the entwe Mushm community by giving &
favourable consideration to Mashriqr's proposals and order his
release  “Elis condition,” he added, ‘as I have seen hun 15 danger-
ously serious and nothing remains m bis body except tissues  He
cannot walk even two steps without leaning on sometlung, nor can
he talk even five or s sentences at 2 tme I am afraid he may
break down any moment and finish Moreover, the cell m
which he has been put appears from 1ts very size to be one 1o which
convicts condemned to death are usually kept  If he were, there-
fore, to die, say, within a fortmght, this sort of solitary, dark and
unatry cell will certainly shorten hus hingering hfe by a few days

From what I have seen of the Allama, I may say that he is
nearmng lus death Therefore, very urgently I point out that s
letter of 19th mmstant may be immediately favourably considered
and his release ordered without any further loss of time 8

The above mformation of Miyan Ahmad Shah sent {0 Totten-
ham was not exaggerated Allama Mashng: mmsell ma letter
dated March 10, 1941 to Dr Rafig Ahmad Khan of Aligarh
Mushm Umnversity sad My last days are nearing It will be
aloght of T recewve a reply and I am released Otherwise I am
gomg to dic I am not gomg to change my decision nor do I
repent for it I am happy because [ am going to lay down my lfe
for the sake of Government * Concluding his letter he asked him
‘Again gird up your loms Do not let my face be blackened Save
the honour of Islam Even now if you give up your loms and
many thousands of persons agam come forward, then Viceroy 18
certam, just as it happened at Lucknow  We will all return home

Home Department, 74/4/41, Pol (1), Pt 1, Sectron B, p 142

% Letter from Miyan Ahmad Shah to Sit Richard Tottenbam, Madras
December 21, 1941 Home Department, File No 74/441, Pol (1), Pt I,
Section B, p 132
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happily else my diad body will reach you ¥

When the contents of the above letter were released to the
Press discontentand excitement among the Khaksars prevailed
In Cawnpore Lucknow Ahgarh and Saharanpur the actvitles of
the Khaksars were on the increase  Rumours gawned currency that
soon the Khaksars would march to the Capita) of India wearng
umforms 1nd Buchas and the last pitched battle would be fought.
Nuhan 1 Ukhuwwat appeared on every arm and marching of
Khaksars 1n si e files reappeared

A representative mesting of the Musalmans of Dera fsmail
Rhanma ly worded ] d ded the 1 of
ban and the release of Mashngu

The Working Comnuttee of the All Indra Mushim League 1 its
meeting at D It on November 17 1941 also expressed grave
concern over Mashriqu s fast and resolved that the prolonged and
nd finte Jncarceration and detention without tral of Allama
Mashnqi 15 cansing grave concern not only to the members of the
Khaksars 1on but to the Musal generally  In view of
1he changed sithahon the commttee urges upon the Goyvernment of
India to reconsider their policy and release Allama Mashnigs with
out delay ¥

Even the CID Special Branch Lucknow sent a Memorandum
to the Chief Secretary Govumment of UP saying that the Press
reports about the fast of Allama Mashriqq were creating agitational
moods in UP A mecting™ was held at Lucknow on November 14
1941 and proposals were made that Xhaksars should march
through the aity and disobey the Government ban on thet organt
sation A certayr Mubaral Husyan dissuaded them and gave
orders mstead that a fast should be observed on November 15 and
prayers be samid m Amunabad Park for the release of Aliama

# HNome Department File No 74/1;41 Pol (1) Partl
+ Home Department File No 74/8/40 Pol (1) Resolution passed under
the Presideney Sahibzada Fazal Dad Khan President District Mushim League
editor of Myjuhi1In 3 meeting held oo November 15 1940 1n Russel! Park
Home Depactment File No 744741 Pol (1) Pt Tand 11
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Mashrigr  After prayers, a leadmg Khaksar, Ghulam Qadir,
addressed the Khaksars and other Mushms and declaring that
Khaksars were not afraid of death 4%

Armdst these happentngs Sir Zaya-ud-Din again drew the atten-
tion of Sir Richard Tottenham o the deterjoratmg sitvation  In a
letter he pomted out ‘It s now the 22nd day of the fast On
account of the changed conditions there eaists no pomt to detain
Allama Mashriqr m jait  Even Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan 1s now
willmg fo allow him to reside i the Punjab without restrictions 1
request you to communicate the deeiston of the Government of
India to me at an early date® Under the above pressure and m
view of his deteriorating health, the Government of India released
Masbrigr im Januvary 1942 from the Vellore Jail, but restncted his
movements to the boundaries of Madras presidency

For tlus belated decision partly the Central and partly the
Provincial Government were to blame Not that the Centre 1gnored
such an important subject totaily but 1ts mistake lay m the fact that
1t relied on provinces absolutely  Even prior fo the resotutions and
letter of the Mushim League and Sir Ziya-ud-Dim, the Home Depart-
ment had sent a cizcular letter to the Chief Secretaries of all provin-
cial Governments 1nquiring their views as to the future policy to
be adopted m regard to the Khaksars** Different opimrons were
recerved by the Centre  The Cluef Commussioner of Delhi m his
letter dated March 15, 1941 nformed the Home Department that
“while 3t would be difficult if not impossible for Government to
extinguish the Khbaksar movement altogether i the mmediate
future, the policy should be to prevent any expansion and to keep
extmetion m view as the ultimate dessderatnm®  The Government
of Brhar suggested ‘It 15 a porely sectaran orgamzation of a
confessedly milifaristic type, and one of its proposed aim 1s to

A ford
# Letter of S Ziya-ud-Din to Secretary, Home Department, dated
Movember 23, 1941, Home Department, File No 7474741, Pol (1), Pt Tand If
4 See Sir Richard Tottenham's letter No 74/1/41, Pol (1), Home Depart-
+ ment, dated March 7, 1941
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work for the seizure of power it s¢ems unnecessary {0 aim at
the total extinction of the movement  But the release of Allama
Mashriqr and other leaders without a reason  would merely
enable the movement to revive with renewed vigour and would be
interpreted as either o machiavellian design or & s1gn of weakness
The attitude of the Government of the Umited Provinces this time
again was sober and objective  In the past netther did it ban the
orgamisation nor oppos it Jtchose the muddle path The Chief
Secretary to the Gosernment of UP wrote to the Home Departm nt
that it was not possible to exungwsh the Ahaksar Movement with
out 1 display of ruthlessness and that would not be tolerated by
public opinion m the case of a body the external professions of
whech are rehigious and social service and which had the sympathy
of the ereat body of Mushims ® Thus the differences on the
Khaksar question prevented the Central Government from taking
any bold step

Meanwhile the question came up before the Legislatne
As umbly  Sir Sayysd Raza Alr m a speech in the Assembly sad
that Allama Mashnq: had been released but his liberty had been
curtaild and he was not allowed to go anywhere outside the
Madrns Presidency  With the support of many members of the
House he 7 d a resolution req th Gav to Lt
the ban on Allama Mashriqi and the Khaksars He put 2 question
to the Home Members  Can the Government reasonably justify
the present ban agamnst the Rhaksars continumg i spite of the
Liberal action they have taken with reference to the Communists
and those who were convicted for varous offences by Court of
Law ¥ Sir Ziya ud Din Ahmad sard that there was an allegation
at one time that the Khaksars were fifth colummsts and that they

See fetter of the Chief Secretary to Government of Bihar seat te Sic
Richard Tottesham dated March 19 194!
Leiter of the Cheef Secretary Government of UP to Secretary Home
Department dated March 19 1931 No 518 CX (Secret)
1 The Legislative Assembly Debates Vol TI1 1947 (Stxteenth Session—
September 14 to Sept.mber 24 1942) pp 414 415 460 463 465 467 41
480 483
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were m fouch with the Naz: or If this was blished
and proved, be had nothing to say, otherwise the ban should be
hfted He presented two criteria to yudge the boua fides of any
orgamsation  Frrstly, was that orgamssation helpmg or obstructing
war cfforts 7 Secondly, was that orgamsation likely to create
communal frouble and widen dilerences beiween Hindus and
Mushms 7 He discussed at length the non-communal approach of
the Khaksars, therr offer of 50,000 soldiers to assist the Government
m the war and concluded that by no stretch of imagmation were
they antr-war or communal ¢*

Str Ziya-ud-Din was followed by Mr Husayn A Lalfjee and
Khan Bahadur Shaykh Fazl--Haq Mr Haq supported the ideo-
Jogy of the Khaksars, their simplicity, disciplime, self-sacrifice,
which wese typical of the early periods of Islam  He renunded the
House that milstary dredl and umform were consistent with Islam
“for every Musalman 15 2 soldier 1 the service of Aflah and his
community ¥

Sayyid Murtaza Khan staunchly pleaded that the movement
did not have vicious designs or violent intenttons agamst the
Government  He quoted a Persian line

‘Don’t look down upon Khaksars, there may be
an occasion fo find out a real master rider from
that dust *®

During the Assembly debates Sir Muhammad Yamm Khan,
Raja T Manavedan, Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra, Mr Jamna Das
M Mehta pleaded the case for the withdrawal of ban from the
Khaksar Movement 3

The Assembly debate bronght out the pomt that the rights
which were enjoyed by the Congress volunteers, the Seva Samifi

 Ihid

5 Ihid

Y The Lemislatne Assembiy Debafes, Vol III, 1942 (Sixteenth Sesston,
September 14 to September 24, 1942), pp 414, 415, 460, 465, 467, 479, 480,

& Ihd
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vol the Hindu Mahasabha voll should not be denied
1o the Khaksars

But this time the Central Government 1n view of the serious
situation that necded immediate action intended to relax the
restriction on Mashrige and the Khaksars and communcated
their decision to the Pumab Government  But the Punjab Govern
ment still insisted on its previous stand and reported to the Centre
that the Khaksars were a dangerous orgamisation which would be
far better ended than meaded % It considered the suggestion for
the release of Mashnqr as premature because in spite of the ban
‘being imposcd the hhaksars were orgamising under Hial 1 Ahmar
a well F it organisation It considered the change in the policy of
the Central Government as topportune and stated that the
experience of the Pumab Government had shown that not the
shightest trust can be reposed i any undertaking given by the
Allama who 15 50 unbalanced asto be constitutionally incapable
of abiding by any undertaking ® The Punjpab Government stood
by 1ts opmion hike a solid rock and thought that the removal of
the ban followed by the return of the Mashng: to the Punjab
would result n the restoration to him of his former position It
also fult and toa great extent rightly that the immedsate yesult of
the removal of ban would be a resuscitation of all the paraliel
communal organisations bent on arming themselves in - self-defnce
The Punjab Government thercfore viewed the Central Government s
decision with grave apprehension and expressed its strong oppos:
tion to any relaxaticn of restnction on the movement or its
leader #  The Centra] Government was in a dilemma

But the forces for concthation were still at work  Sir Ziya ud
Din wrote to Tottenham that he had requested Sir Sultan Ahmad
to act as mediator lo settle the wssuc whose outcome mught be of

s Confidential letter of the Pumab Government Punjab Civil Secre
tatiot No 5210 CDSB  Labore May 27 1942 to Tottenham Home Depart
fnent File No 74/4/41 Pol (1) SecionC p 73

1bid
& ibid
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great use to both thoparties  Sir Ziya-ud-Din also referred to a
telegram Mashrigr had sent from Madras saymg that the Govern-
ment of Madras threatencd to rearrest bim  He pleaded that the
yearrest of Mashrigr would be unwise % Mashrigr umself mformed,
Sic Sayyid Sultan Ahmad, the meduator, that if the ban contmued
tili the Chostmas, he would start for Lahore on ks own and if
mierfered with he would resist 1t until death 3

Now there was no alternative left to the Government  Persua-
sion and force having aleeady been amply wused, the Centrat
Government ultunately took a postive step  The Khaksar question
was brought before the Legislative Assembly on 22,23,
1942, and the Asserbly endorsed the Goverament action of bifting
the ban  To be 1n accord wath the Centre, all provincial Govern-
ments and Chief Commussioners also cancelled the orders they had
sssued under the Defence of India Rules Mashriqi reciprocating
m a statersent smd that actwities of the Khaksars were fo be of
such a nature as to cause no anety to the authorities as long as
the war Jasted ‘I am convinced,” he added ‘that the programme
of a Khaksar at this cventful moment 15 to make hmself ready for
selfiess service irrespective of caste or creed and to be of utmost use
to all ™

o« Leiter of Str Ziya ud-Din (o Sir Richard Tottenham, dated Ahgash,
Avgust 20, 1942

 Telegram of Allama Mashriq: to Sir Sultan Abmad, dated December
12, 1942

+ Home Department, File No 74/4/41, Pol (1), Seetion C

Though ban was lfted from the orgamsation yet certamn restoctions on
drsll and belchas were sull inforce  Therefore Af-efan, a Khalsar nessbapcer
of UP mn 1ts sssue of Ocztober 23, 1942 threatened the Government to with-
draw even these restnictions 1t wrote

“The Gorernment of India may we'l labour under the delusron that they
can end the Khaksar movement through a policy of complete tacttuenity whch
they have been adopting for sometime past  The paper remunds tne Govern-
ment that no movement has fizzled ous 1n this way, en the other band it has
gased momentum gradoally  The efforts made by the Government of India
10 1940 to crush the mosemant have farled, beeause wstead of veakemng 1t, 1t
has m fact considerably strengthened the movement much as the Khaksars
have, by making valuable sacrifices, become hardly soldters mmbibed with an
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Mashnq now proceeded to Delhr Reaching there on
January 2 1943 he was received at the railway station with thun
dertng acclamation  Soon after hus arnval he addressed a mecting
in Queens Garden (which was tn contravention of section 144
order n force 1n Delhi}  While expressing thanks to the Govern
ment for withdrawing the ban he cxhorted all Khaksars to express
sumlar thanks to God and to Government 1 mosques on January
8 1943 In the cveming a private meeting was convened in the
Ta) Hotel where Mashriqr stayed It was attended by mfluentsal
members ® of the organisation  The intelligence staff was exerising
a close watch on Mashriq: and secret reports were despatched to
certan provinces

On March 19 1943 (the date on which clashes between the
Rhaksars and the the Punjab Pol ce had taken place three vears
ago leading to the ban on the khaksar orgamisation) i1 most of the

unconguerablesp ¢ L of ach eving their goal  Home Department Pofieal File
No 8/7/194. Pol (1)
Some of tl em were as follows

() Allama Inayatullah Rhan Mashngi

(#) M Ghulam Qadir Nazm.l Alam UP

(f 1) Professor Muhammad Rafique of Aligach UP

(0} Professor Durrant of Al garh UP

(¥} Muhammad Aslam Chishti of Lahore

(vf) Bashir ud Din Janbaz of haithal Rarnal d stuct Punyab

(vif) Hafiz Ibrabum Salar of Khurya UP

{rui) Abdul Rashid Quresh  C ty Salar of Labore

t/x) Muhammad Umar C ty Salar of Delh

() Mihammad Yaqub Hakim 1 Ala of Delbi

(2) Ch. Zohur Ahamad of Delh

{xi) Muhammad Idris Salar Sadar Bazar Delb cte

Copies of Reports sent to

(f) WD Robinson 1P Supenntendent of Police CID (A) Special
Hranch Punjab Lahore

¢h G D Parkin IP SP CID Special Branch UP Lucknow

(it J P Morton 1P Ceatrat Inteli gence Officer Punjab and Delin
Lahore

(RN Bevenidge, IP Asstt Director () Intelligence Bureau Home
PDepaniment Government of India New Deltu (Sse Home Departe
went Tile No 74/4/41 Pol (1) Pt 111

92



NO MORE UNLAWFUL

Punjab towns ‘Khaksars Day’ was observed Khaksars appeared
wearing black badges to mourn ‘the martyrs kitled 1n the clash with
the barbarsans ' Wreaths were laid on the graves and flowers were
strewn at the site of the ncident with two munutes’ sidence 1n the
mosques ® There was considerable activity i N-WFP, the Pumab,
United Provinces and Bombay  The people all over the provinces
‘were asked to jom the orgaoisation Contmbutions were raised
from Mushims and new officer were created for the orgamisation

Camps were revived and preparations were made to hold ‘Khaksar
Miltary Trammng Camp’ m United Provinces Jhans, Ajmer,
Kohat, Ahmadnagar which had not yet feit the shightest impact of
the Xhaksar movement were now 1ts torch-bearers  The Al-Islah
had been banned with the arrest of Mashriqr and a Security of
Rs 1000 was demanded from its publshers m November 1942

This ban continued even after the change  the sitwation  Mashngt
was wrated  He saw Secretary of the Home Department He
also contacted Sir Ziya-ud-Din Ahmad and brought to lus notice
that some Khaksar prisoners were still rotting m Jail He requested
Inm to meet Sir Regmald Maxwell or  Sir Richard Toitenham on
the earhest possible date and pressing on them the absurdity of not
hftmg the ban on thew paper®® In the absemce of Al-Islah,
Mashnqr’s orders for the Khaksars appeated in the Zarundar
{Lahore}, the Igbal {Rawalpmdy), the Radnce {Aligarh) These
orders emphasised the militant aspect of the movement The newly
started paper the Al-Askariat (Lucknow) and the Stltan {Bombay)
Ufted the Khaksar material from the above papers ® The situation
onee agawn threatened to be alarming and shook up the Home

wExtract from Daidy Report No 18, dated March 24, 1943 recened
{rom the Central Intelligence Officot, Lahore, Home Department, File No
7414441, Pol (1), Pt 11

tExtracts from the Report on the Situation m the Punjab, Bombay efc
Sec Home Department, 28/5/48, Pol (I}, Branch  Also sce File No 74/4/41,

- Pol @, Pt HI

* Mashnig's letter to S Ziya-ud-Din Ahmad, dated Juse 30, 1943,
Home Department, File No 74/4/41, Pol (internal), Pt 11T
+ Home Department, File No 28/5(43, Po! (f
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Government A warning to the Khaksar orgamsation was Rgain
contemplated

To begin with the Viceray wrote personal letters to all
provincial Governors drawing their attention to the tumulivous
actviics of the hhaksars and sought thewr views  The thing that
constrawned the Viceroy besides the Khaksar actmities was the
emergence of the Mushm League by that ume as 2 most powerful
force 1n Indiwn pohitics  As 15 discussed tn the succeeding pages the
relation between the two mstead of being harmonions had worsened
and a clash appeared to be mevitable #

Paradoxically thus ime all the provincal Governm nts | sath
the exception of Bombay vdmitted that there had been mild revnval
of the Khaksar movement but they did not consider ta m nace
The Governments of Sindh  Assam Bungal Berar and Madras
treated the matter mildly <nd while admitting sizns of revisal they
thought that it was msigmificant to take noticc of The Govern
ment of United Provinces went to the extent of sugpesting that
Khaksars could be dealt with by ardinary adminsstratne means and
not by the reimposition of the ban whih would creat questions
of greater importance than the one which st ts intended to solve
Only the Presidency of Bombay saw a potential danger m the
revisal of hhaksar movement and to put down the menace at the

For details see the following correspondence betneen th  Provintial
Government and $lome Denartment
(a) Letter of the Chief Secretary to Sindh Government dated May 31
1943

(&) Letter of the Ch ¢f Secretary to Assam Government dated June §
1943

&

() Letter of the Chief Secretary 10 Bengal Government dated Moy 3t

(D) Letterof H 3 Twyoam Governments Camp Dirar dated June 6

1943
Letter of the Chuef Secretary to Madras Government dated May §

[(
1943
(f) Letter of the Addl Secretary to Bombay Government dated

Junc H 1943
(g) Letter of the Chuel S eretary UP Government duted May 28 1943

Home Deparlment File No 74%4/41 Pol {1y pr 1L
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earliest possible moment, it suggested that 1f the Government con-
sidered 1t advisable for the ban to be reimposed the Government
of Bombay would ‘acqueesce gladly 1n such a decision ’ {The views
of the Gavernment of the Punjab do mot appear m the proceedimgs
of the Home Department  May be 1its attitude was consistent with
1ts previous attitude which was hoshile to Khaksar movement})

A critical study of the perod followme the ftng of the ban
shows that the Khaksars had resumed almost all of ther previous
practices with shght modifications Fortmightly reports of the
provincial Governments confirm this view, but these Governments
did not entertain much fear from the Khaksar orgamsation It
was oty the Contre which took 1t seriously  Sir Richard Tottenham
wrote to Mashrigi

¢ It 15 apparent from reports the Government of India have
recerved from various provinces that your followers are indulging
1n activities which transgress not merely the spint but the letter of
your undertaking  Camps ostensibly for the purpose of social
service have been held desprte the instructions that social service
shall be performed indvidually Khaksars have performed
mihitary drdl, have appeared 1 public m uniform and have carned
Belchas It 15 smpossible to believe that these breaches of the
undertaking have taken place without your connivance or consent
T am therefore to convey to you a final warmng that if, aftera
fortnight from the date of thus [etter, 1t appears to Government
that these activities on the part of the Khaksars are continming 1
any part of the country, Government will conclude that you have
farjed to honour your word and will mmediately remmpose the
ban on the Khaksars Association %

This appeared to be the prelude to the remmposition of the ban
Mashrigr therefore issued mstructions deletng certarz 1tems of the
Programme, such as holdmg of camps, tymg of Ukhuwwat badges

o Letter from the Addl Secretary to Government of India to Inayatullah
Mashngs, dated July 19, 1943, Frle No 744/41, Pal (1), Pt 11
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and display of any hnd of military activity ®  But the Rhaksars 1
general were ntot m concurrence with the Mashriqus departure from
the past A meeting of the Khaksars of Delhi was ealled to consider
the situation in the light of the warnmng given to the Khaksars
While adhering to the instruction of Mashnqr it decided that the
Khaksars should go bare headud with a copy of the Holy Quran
hanging 1n their neck to Mushm masses to apprise them of how the
British Government was persecuting them *7 The Khaksar press also
did not budge an mnch from 1ts previous stand  In a roanng voice
1t backed the Khaksars and wrote more profoundly than ever

The duty of the Khaksar 15 clear The future of our
countey the future of Millat 1s at stake  Let us not be deluded by
the prizes being offered o

Thus the Khaksars had become a problem to the Government
of India before and durmg the mmposition of ban as also afler s
cancellation

+ Sce Mashalys s letter 1o Tottenham dated July 22 1943 for theims
truction

Home Depajtment Tile No 74/4j41 Pol () Pt 1T Extract from
CID YLzhore Secret §ymia s Report dated August § 1943
% The Radiance (\hgarh) dated Avgust 27 1943
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CHAPTER Vitt

NAZI CELL AND MUSLIM UNIVERSITY

¥n 1939, THE nternational situation, as a result of the rise of total
tanan states i Europe, agam deteriorafed, and led to World
War I Germany under her powerful dictator, Hitler, appeared
on world stage as a chalienge to the Britsh Empire The Germans
were s2id to have developed their contacts all over the world and
even m India

In Apnl 1939, Dr Schacht, an Ex-president of the Reichsbank,
who paid a wisit to India, was interviewed by the Khaksar Leader
Allama Inayatullah Xhan Mashriqq  The Central Intelligence
office reposted that their meet mmpressed the Ex-President so much
that he had promused Mashriqt *German gold” for his movement
He also reported that prior to the visit of Dr Schacht, Nazis in the
Punjab had evinced keen interest m the Khaksar movement ! The
Central Intelligence Bureay also had a report that Mashriqi called
on Hitler during oue of us European tours and Khaksar leaders
were 1 touch with German agents through a ‘Turkish General’
This was spicy matenal to feed to the Anglo-Indian Press winch
spoflighted what it called the Khaksar-Azxs connection

Allegations made by responsible men ia public Iife also sus-
pected Khasar-Axis connection  In a letter to one of lis {riends,
Pt Jawaharlal Nelirn expressed surprise as to the sources from which

* Home Department, File No 111/40, Pol (1), pp 95, 96

2 Home Department File No 11140, Pol (), Inteligence Bureau
(Horee), Secret, p 95
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Khaksars were getting money He sud that in Government cyrcl.s
st was beleved that the funds came from the Nazis 3 In the UP
Legislative Assembly i 1939 the Khaksars were accused of recenving
finnesnl support from the Nazis and other foreign powers 1mount
wgto Rs 17 Jakhs

Rumour rn afloat o Bormbay and P € Josht and hus
Communist Parly also befeved that Dr S hacht had gven
Rs 70000 to the khaksar organisation and that the Khaksars had
totally come under Nazt influence  Suresh Banery a labour leader
of Bengal and Aswani Ganguli also held the same view® A letter
from one ramed Tawhid from Gaya wniten to an authonty of
Golden Mosque Lahore—the mam mosque 1n which the Rhaksaes
had taken refuge n 1939 was intercepted by the Punpb CID
1t made 1 mention of financial assistance in vazue terms &

Some Germans in Indm also confirmed that the Rhaksars
recerved German money to oppose British rule 1 India Men ke
Schulz a Germon mt rnee s Ahmadnagar when nterrogatid
{December 1939) corroborated the authenticity of the news
Schuiz, 1 German Christian by birth had lately embraced Hinduism
Bron Ehrenfels 1nother German snternee also affirmed Schulzs
statement adding that he was told by Dr Urchs the Nazileader
n India about money bemng supphied to the khaksars?

Of the rumours the most widely current about the German

were the of Shankasial Bansal the Forward
Bloc emissary to Japan and Soumen Tagore o Beneat Communust
The former stated that the German Consul at habehad had
mformed him that there was an army of four lakhs of khaksars
who were nounshed by German money while the Jatter told &
(i1 nd during a conversation that the Khaksars were being paid

Sihd (Leftr of Pt Jawahacal Nebru to V R b Menon  dated
Apnil 3 1939 Hom Department Iile No 151/40 Pol (D) p 95
Home Depariment Tile No 7414l Pol () PL I p 185
sibid p 95
¢ Home Department, 't No 111740 Pol (I} p 97
Home Department File Mo 111j40 Pol (D p 9%
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by Hitler ®
The suspicion of the Government for the rarson d'etre of a
Khaksar-Axs connection was further confirmed by a number of
broad m Hind from the ‘Azad Muslim League’
Radio station m Germany and received on 19 72 metres at 20 00
hours  The messages broadcast, on exammation, were found con-
tammg instructions for the Khaksars and meant to ahenate Mushm
sympatlues for the Government The treatment meted out to
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and the refusal of permt to Hay prigrims
constantly figured m these broadeasts ®
Ttaly was also smd to be involved m the affarr It was well
known that the Italian Mimster n Kabul, Signor Qurano, had
deputed a man named Muhammad Aslam, the translator at the
Itahan Legation to India, to collect mnformatrons and photographs
of the Khaksar disturbances in Lahore Two Ifalian women, Signor
Mazzim and Signora Ungaro, had been reported present m Labore
durmg the Khaksar-Police clash i March 1939 In July 1939
the Italan Consul General demed the allegation that Fascist
powers had financed the Khaksars or that they were mterested m
Indran affairs ¥ But the mamn source of monetary help was believed
to be German, the Italians acting as mere agents ™ Many news-
papers styled Khaksars as ‘German Fifth Colummists’ and
commented on the Khaksars’ pro-German ideology They com-
pared the use of belchas and mock-fight, to German pre-war
preparations  Reporis regarding the hasson of the Japan Govern~
ment with the Khaksars through the Japanese Counsel-General also
gamed currency m the early days of 1940 The same year a
certaln Muhammad Amm  sought Mashngr's mstructions for
openmg a Khaksar branch at Celebes (Dutch East-Indies) He

© Jbud

* See extract from survey No 39 of 1943 for the weeh ending October 2,
1943 Home Department, File No 28/5/43, Pol (i), p 15

e itud., p 16

2 Home Depattment, Fite No 74/1/41, Pol (I), Pt 1L p i85

* See extract from survey No 39 of 1943 for the weeh ending October 2,
1943 Home Department, File No 25/5/48, Pol (I),p 16
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appeared to have reccived inspiration from a Khaksar branch
founded 1t Naicobr (East Africa) in 193912

The Khaksars were also accused of anctting fribal leaders to
stir up trouble on the Frontter  The well known leadur Khushhal
Khan had participrted prommently m ag unstecessful revelt
engmecred by the Italns a_amst the Afghan Government m
August 1939 Tn 1940 he sent avertures to Mashniqi offermn,, the
support of 13000 Afridis 1n th  comung revolution  What was
that revolution remamed obscure  Fazal Ilatt one of FaqirIpis
agents who toured the rich plains of India for the collectron of
funds for the Faqur disclosed 1n the Punjab that he had beun sent
by him {o get in touch with the Khaksars in India to asuist them
1 throwmng off the British yoke  Both Rhushhal Khan and Fazal
Uahi had connections with German and Italian Legations in Rabul
apparently Tor subverting the British 1n 1ndss *

The Information Burean first did not beheve the authentieity
of the reports nparding the German Rbaksar allane. but a
thorough search later on pointedly said that the messaqes were
necessarily genune ¥

The applause that the Rhaksar Moviment receved at the
Alparh Mustim University was great with students and some
Professors freely participating in it

Aligarh shot ito promuence with Str Sayyid Ahmad Khan'
who founded the Muhammadan Anglo Oriental College there 1n
1877 for the hiberal education of the Mushms By steady efforts
the tiny college grew into a Umversity 1n 1920 and became the
forerunner of many of the Socio pohtical movements Algarh

1 flome Department File No 74/1/a1 Pol (D Pt IT p 185 foreign
connection

 Home Devarim nt File No 28 543 Pol (I} Extract fromsurvey
No 39 of 1943 for the weeh eoding 20d October 1943 1 16 )

 Ipid

Bosnin 1817 entered Briush service and reired 23 3 Munsl founded

MAO College m 1877 opposed the Inditn National Congress, 3 greateduca )
vonst and reformer died in 1898
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School opposed the Indian Mational Congress an 18857 welcomed
the partiron of Bengal m 1905 and took a leading part 1 the forma-
tion of fhe Mushm League wm 1906 Hitherto Algarh School
pursued a policy of cooperation with the Brish Government but
from 1907 a wave of anti-British attitnde blew over there, and 1n
1920, during the Khilafat-non-cooperatios  days  sis old alumm
{founded a counter Umiversity—the Jamiah Malliyah 1

Since Aligarh was the cuitural, educational and political centee
of the Tndian Musalmans eiery movement was nourished here by
the students The reception of the Khaksar movement amsong
students and professors should not therefore be astonsshung
Unnersity students paraded side by side with local Khaksars,
attended camps and performed wmertorious social service
Radance® the party organ had started publication m Aligarh
under the edrtorship of a student assisted by Professor Anur Hasan,
Dr Rafiq Ahmad and Mr Dusramt®  The Radiance, while
supporting the cause of the Khaksars pleaded for cooperation with
all Itwrote Khaksars are peaceful and law-abiding everywhere
‘They are everywhere anxious to cooperate With the authorities as
with other comwmunities for the mantenance of public order and
securtty of the counatry

1t was during the heyday of the Khaksar Movement that the
Government focussed ifs attention on the Algark Muslm

¥ Sir Savyid oppased the Indian Nationl Congress on the ground that
{he moveraent was premature  Muslins wers educattonally backy ard and the
Hindus were ahead of them  He mtended that these “two cyes’ of our mother
country may shine bright with cqual grace and brilliance It v as only possthle
when the {0 attaned equal educational status  Sir Sayyid therefore devoted
Iimself to the development of Moshm education

**In 1920-21, dunog the Klulafat Movemeat, a section of the old
alummt of the MAQ College disaffiliated themselses and founded a Nationaf
Umwersity at Aligarh i opposition to the Abgarh Mushm Usnersity  Later
on 1t sas shafted to Delln and was named as Jamia Mdlyah

121t vas 1 weekly started in the first week of February 1941 Thus 1s not
1o be confused with the present Radience published from Delby

 Home Deparment, File No 74/8{31, Pol (7). pp 76-93

= The Radiance, May 15, 1941, Also sce Iud , May 22, 1941
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Unverstty  and the Intellinence reposted that besides dozens of
students Professor Abdul Sattar Khain Professor Babar Mirza
Professor Zafar ul Hasan Dr Lodhi Kanm Hyder Dr Abdul
Azz Dr Mansur Dr Ab Hyder Profissor Rahmatullah
Mt Abid Ahmad Al Mr Ahmad Wahab Kham Dr  Rafig
Mr Obaydullabh Durrami Dr Amir Hasan Abdul Aziz Memen
Dr Niyaz and Mr Bashir Almaed khan were also its active
members They instigated students and got them enrolled 2 Lven
Dr Sir Ztya ud Din the Unnersity Vice-Chancellor was said to
have sympathy with the Khaksars ¥ Some of them had been to
Germany married German women and brought with them the
Nazi wdeology ntroducing it in the hhaksar Movement The
Intelbyence Bureaun wrote to the Home Department that the
nformation they receved suegested the custence of  what we call
the Geeman cell in the Algarh Umiversity  which was most active
and powerful * The Home Department sent a statement of its
own findinas to the Director of Information Bureau and sought
further mformatton about Professor Abdul Sattar Khawer Professor
Babar Mirza and Dr Zafar vl Hasan ete * 1n hus reply Mr H J
Frampton added some more facts to the knowledge of the Home
Departm nt  He observed that (s} Profussor A § Khairt had the
previleee of recoving a copy of Hitler s Rewchstag speech of 1933
{+7) he was 1sked for a report on a student who wished to wnteca
life of Hitler 1n 1934 (ui) he was 1n touch with the German
Consulate who sent lum a copy of an article on the Hitler s Youth
Movement  (n) he sent his greetin_s to Hutler on tus bueth day
and was thanked by im ¢

Home Department File No 74/8 41 Pol () p 8

ﬁ:u Department Intelligence Bureau Government of India S mla
dated August 16 1939 1o H J Frampton Deputy Secretary to Government of
India Ifome Department File No 13140 Pol (1) Naz Propapiada 1o

Aligarh Unwversity
* Laetter of the Home Department sent to Dicector Information Boreau
dated July 27 1940 (Home) Tile No 113/40 Pol {§)
Letior of H } Frampton Dy Secrctary to Government of India
{Home) to the Secretary (Home) dated February 10 1941
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The Khaksar Movement and a Naz Cell m the Muslm
Unversity fed to the development there of an ant-British attitude
The Secretary of State for India reahised that the aim of the
Khaksar Movement had changed from ‘social service and general
uplift of the people’ to that of militant preparation ‘In view of
the mereasing sulitary character of the movement,” he wrote to the
Viceroy, ‘I feel sure that Sikandar showed both courage and wise
statesmanslup 1 promulgating an order hanming the more martial
side of its activities 1t would certamly seem that the move-
ment s assuming an Alt-India mmportance A thmg that has
puzzled me a good deal 1s to find a man like Sir Ziauddin attending
a private meeting of the orgamsation, and thit brings me to the
existing situation m connection with the Aligarh University The
reports which have been commg m as the atmosphere which
prevails there are certainly somewhat disquieting In a recent
report by the Central Intelligence Burcau it 1s stated that consider-
able pro-German propaganda 1s bemg carried on by no less than
four of the Professors at the Univessity S Findlater
Stewart of Inda Office also asked for infoimation about the ‘Naz
Cell” at Aligarh from the Home Secretary, Mr R M Maxwell
The Secretary replying said that latest reports s possession
revealed little of ‘German propaganda m the University and that the
elements formerly engaged 1n such propaganda are now dwecting
their energees to the support of the Khaksar movement *®

As stated above the Central Intelhgence Bureau had mnformed
the Home Department of the existence of a ‘Nazi Cell' makung
aaroad in the Khaksar students of Aligath and no less than
fourteen stafl members were satd to have been assisting the pronio-
tion and propagation of Khaksar-Nazi refations m the Umiversity
On the top of the movement were Professor A, § Khairr, Dr M

7 Extract from a private letter of the Secretary of State to the Viceroy,
dated, May, 1940, Home Department, File No 111740, Pol (1), pp 8, 9

2 Sir Stewart’s lettor to Maxwcll, dated January 9, 1940 and Maswell’s
reply, secret B O to Sir Stewart, dated May 18, 1940, Home Department, Fie
No L1140, Pol (W)
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Babar Mirza Professor Zafar ul Hasan Dr Lodht Kanm Hyder
who propagated Naz: dogmis  And Dr Abdul Aziz Dr Asghar
Al Hyder Abid Abmad Al Ahmad Wahab Khan Dr Rafig
Ahmad Mr Obaydullah Durram Moulavi Azzi Memeon and
Mr Bashir Ahmad kban preached among the Khaksar students
hostility towards the Punjab and British Governments

Let us first acquawt ourselves with the Professors who were
sard 1o have sponsored the Khaksar Movement 1n the Muslim
Unnersity Dr Abdul Aziz and Dr Asghar Al Hyder They
graduated mn science from the Unnersity of Allahabad and pro-
ceeded to Berlin where they did ther PhDs  They married
German women and only for this they were suspected of sowing
seeds of diss nston against the Bitish  Mr Abid Ahmad Alitook
s M A degree in Arabic from the Aligarh Mushm Umversity
1n 1927 and was selected as a lecturer in the Dupartment of Arabic
Tn 1932 be left for Enalind nnd took hus doctorate from the Oxford
Usmiversity On return h joned the Mushm League and becime
President of the Aliparh University Mushm  League.  He did net
come out with anti British utterance hus only sin was his friend
shup with Dr A S Khairt and Dr Dabar Mirza the two most
prominent active members of the German Cell  Closely associated
with Mr Abid Ahmad Al was Mr Abdul Wahab Khairt who
ucted as Seccretary to the Umwversity Branch of the League In
1939 when there occurred a clash between Unnersity students and
the polie on some political mssue he addressed the University
students and told them that the clash was direted ogounst the
Brtish  Moreover being a nephew of Professor A S Rhan he
was a suspect.  Dr Rafig Ahmad Professor of Botany, emesged
as the most virulent Khaksar leader an the University  After the
clash of March 1940 between the Whaksars and the Punjab
Government 1n Lahore he organtsed students for agitation agamst
the Punjab Government s order 1n connection with the hhaksar
disturbances  Closely associated with him was Mr Obaydullah
Durrant Principal of the Technical College who was reported to
be 1n charge of the Khaksar orgamsation m the Mushim Univensity
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Being m charge of the Umniversty Khaksars body, he was
naturally in assocration with Dr Rafig wn organising the agitation
aganst the Punjab Government and the means he suggested were
to be both violent and non-violent as the sitnation demanded.
Moulavi Abdul Aziz Memon, Chairman of the Arabic Department
eulogsed German ammumtion and German acts of chwalry and
believed that they would win the war He characterised the
British as ‘masters of propaganda and that veracity was not always
thewr virtue

Last but not the least, the name of Bashir Ahmad Khan,2
lecturer 1n the Department of Enghsh, appeared m the reposts of
the Intelligence Bureau (Home Department) The report neither
called lum pro-German nor ant-Brtish but said that m his classes,
wnstead of teaching English he began s lecture with a review of
the contemporary political situstion  He would also talk of
communism and sad that the Germans would win the war but the
comiumst doctrines would gain an upper band  The commumst
1deology had so much influenced him that he would ask his students
to write an essay on ‘India After Five Years® What he expected
Ius students to write was that instead of esther German or British
mfiuence, communism would hold the field m India after the end
of war

Among those who were charged with German-Khaksars activi-
ties 1 the University, the name of Professor Abdut Sattar Kham®
comes on thetop His anti-British career had begua smce 1915
when he weat to Constantinople and laid the foundation of a
society called the Ukhuwwat-al-Islam with the mtroduction of a
magazne 1 Urde calfed the Ukfuowway In 1917 he wisited
Scandmavia on an Ant-British campaiga and after the end of

= Mr Bashir Ahmad Khan later on became Professor and Head of the
English Department and 15 popularly known by his abbreviated name, Pro-
fessor B A Kban

®Son of Maulavi Abdul Hamd, a pepsioned Government servant
Professor Abdul Sattar Kham was Professor of German and French 1a the
Aligarh Muslm University
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World War 13n 1918 he served 1n the Bolshevik Propaganda Burcau
at Moscow where he contacted Lerun and the Central Executive
Commuttec of the Soviets  Crrcumstances reduced him to poverty
and n 1919 he went to Berlin to seck fortune  There he agan
became a moneyed man  Dunng th Khilafat Movement he was
a confirmed Khilafatist and held the view that the Klulafat
Movement was the only way to secure freedom for India In
Germany he marnied a German gul converted her to Islam and
named her Fatim1h Khairt and returned to Ahgarh wh re he got
Professorship 1 German and French  He later joined the Alparh
branch of the Mushim League and became jts President  In India
also he continued his ant Brtish propaganda and was alleged to
be i recerpt of funds from Germans  His wile edited 2 journal
entitled the Spurst of the Tume being a resume of the German
magazines and pro Naz: reviews  She recewved money from German
sources especsally from the Alhanze Und Stuttgirter Insurance
Company She regularly recewved copies of the National Socialist
Monthly and some other magazines from Germany In 1939 the
Central Intellience Offi ¢ reported that Kham was i the pay of
the German Nazi party and h d considerable connections i
Constantinople Syria Lebinon Germany Italy Spam and Japan
His paper the Spirnt of the Time had a Iarge curculation 1a
Germany it was said to be more popular 11 Grmany than mn the
fand of sts ongin ~ Khaun was asked by the German Consulate to
select Mushims to recene Deutsche Akedenuc Scholarship for the
study at Mumch where he was hnown to be a very active
propigandist of the German language and culture i the Aligarh
Muslim Unnersity

Besides being so active m the alleged Nazi propaganda e was
connccted with the Mushm Leaguc and the Khaksars  The Mushm
Ly "FougnSublonmit  oyewof hy s experwoce of
forei,n lands requested him to wrnte o book showing how the
Sudetan Gurmans orgamsed and freed themsclves for the Mushms
of India to cmulate them He drew up a Foreign Propaganda
Scheme which was approved by the Muslim Lea,uc Foreign Sub
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Comuitee  Among other things the scheme suggested (1) the
formation of a Central Indan Bureau for devclopmg cultural
relations and understanding with foreign nations and (1z) the opening
of branches of the Mushim League m Islamuc countries  He hamself
wrote out a uumber of pamphlets for propaganda 1 Islamic
countues  Khamt believed that Hitler was pro-Mushm, that
Fascism and Nazism were mdispensable for Pan-Islamism, that to
ovetthrow the British mmperialism the Mushms of India needed
German help and that he would prefer the Germans rule fo the
British

The next man of considerable note 10 the Khaksars organsa-
tion vis-a-vis German Cell n the Umversity was Dr Babar Mirza,
son of Mr Aziz Mirza Moghal, hathng from  Hyderabad  After a
brilhant academic career at the Umnwversities of Osmama and
Bombay, he studied Botany 1 Frankfurt m 1927-29 and jomed the
Abgarh  Mushm Universty as Reader and Chairman of the
Zoology Depatctment His visit to Germany i the years to come
was regalar (1930-31-38) and he attended the Nurcmberg Congress
of the Nazit Party 1n 1938 He married a German woman and
having been much impressed by the Germans, he defivered a
Jecture on ‘Modern Germany A lesson for Inda’ at the Rampuc
Hamud Hall under the auspices of the Umsversity branch of the
Mushm League on February 2, 1938, m which he prased Hitler
and his Germany  But 1 1939, when World War 11 broke out, he
offered Ius services to (he British Government to avord arrest

In March 1940 1 cooperation with Dr Rafig Ahmad and
Mt Obaydullah he orgamsed the students of the Umversity for
agitation agamst the ban imposed on the Khaksars The Intell-
gence reported that he was a promnent member of the Nazi Cell
at the University

Next to Babar Mirza in importance was Professor and Chair-
man of the Economics Department, Dr  Lodht Xarmm Hyder, son
of Miyan Nadr Al of Matore, Kahuta Tehsil, Rawalpindi and
cousin of Khan Bahadur Abdul Mand, Assistant Director of the
Intelhigence Burcau Procecding to England from the MAO
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College on a Government Scholarship i 1909 he graduated [rom
Cantab 1n Econonues in 1912 and then went to Germany  There
he fell a1l and was nursed by Fraulein Wolf ohn a German girtt who
was a collese fend of Dr Hvder Towards the end of the war he
rcturned home  His sojourn in G tmany aroused considerable
suspicion 1n the British circle 10 India

Fravlkan Wolfsobn was eiger to come to India to marry
Dr Hyder and applied for a passport Dr Hyders movements
were shadowed but on the recommendation of h B Abdul Mapd
Colonel Kaye (the then Director Intelbeenc Bureau) made no
objection to her arnval i India But while giving permussion Col
haye recorded a note that but for the Khan Bahadur s recommen
dation he would not have consented The Khan Bahadur had
guaranteed Dr Hyder s entire loyalty to the Brtish Goveram ot
and dechred that the [ady was not anti British but of Jewish
German blood  She reached Bombay on March 9 1923 and was
marnied  In 1939 while returming from England the couple did
not Jand in Germany afrard of being stranded 3f war broke out
In August 1939 a sceret report stated that Mrs. Hyder was on
esmonage to the Nazi and this was the reason why Dr Hyders
offer of his services in connection with the interrogation of German
1nternecs were not accepted by the Government

Next n mmportance 1s Mr Zafar ul Hasan Professor of
Philosophy who openly told his classes that Germanv Italy and
Japan were the frends of Islam and the Muslims must seck the
support of these countries  Among the Germans he enjoyed a
positzon of esteem and was visitud by the Vice-Consul for Germany
wn 1938 He was offered a scholarshup by the Alexander Von
Tumboldt Institute m Berlin and 10 the middle of Scptember 1939
he reached London from Vienna  He was 1n correspondence with
Dr Pausch Vice Consuf in India for Germany  He also married a
German woman

Thus there 1s a long hist of members of the stafl who marned
Germtan women and were consequently suspected  This beng the
condition of the staff 1t was difficult for the Government to arrest
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all of them  However delay mught have caused greater dissemmna-
tion of Naz1 Propaganda  Therefore E Conran-Smmth, Secretary
to the Governmeat of Indm,1n an Express but most secret letter
wrote to RF Mudie Chuef Secretary to the Government of Unted
Provinces that the Goverament of India, being convinced of the
eustence of a Nazi Cell 1n the Mushm Unwersity jushified jmme-
drate recourse to Defence of India Rules 129 (1) (a) and 126 (T}
(b) for search of the houses of the above named professors and
their 1mmediate arrest 1f found guifty Uimost secrecy was
cautroned and the CIOs and Deputy CIOs, were asked to render
every assistance The Secretary, while heaving a sigh of releef, at
the summer vacation when most of the students bad gone to ther
homes lessening chances of a student demonstration, warned the
provincial Government to meet the sitnation firmly 1n case of a
student demonstration ®  The Viceroy also wrote to the Sceretary
of State about these mstructions to the UP Goverament 1 conaec-
tion wath the arrest of nine members of the teaching staff agamst
whom, there was strong suspicion of prejudicial achivities 3

In comphance with the above instructions the Government of
UP made a thorough scarch of the houses of Professor A § Kham
and others on July 8, 1940, and he and ks wife, Fatumah Khain
were arrested  The former was detamed m Dehea Dun jad while
the latter :n the Namutal Jal  Dr Babar Mirza was in Hyderabad
for fus summer vacaton  When he returned to Aligarh on July
15 1940 the Central Government telegraphically asked the UP
Government to search his house  But the Chuefl Secretary to the
Government of UP m a telegram to the Home Secretary said
that a search would be ‘undeswrable and probably fruitless” and
while admttmg that he was comnected with the Naz: Cell i was
also possible that there might be reachion fo such a move as

 Letter of the Secretary (Home) to Chief Secretary UP, dated Sunla,
May 30, 1940, Home Department, Fle No 111740, Pol (1}, p 137

5 Viceroy’s telegram to the Seeretary of Stafe, dated Juae I, 1940 Howe
Department, 111}40, Pol {1}
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Mirza was regarded as quite a popular figure 3 among Uniersity
students  In view of Dr Mirzas outstandmg personality the
contemplated search was atoided

The mam victims of the search being Professor Khain and
Mrs hhun their fanuly was reduced to great hardstup and it
would be interesting to narrate bricfly their cases  In the search
their house produced German masazines German papers and some
Ietters of German friends  Since Mrs Rhairt was editor of the
Spirit of the Time the eustence of this materal was mnevitable.
But no trace was found of German Cell or any direct correspond
ence with the German Consulate or German Government  Never
theless they were arrested Thewr elder son and two younger
drughters were Aept at Aligarh and the local Distniet Magustrate
looted after them 3 Sometime later both daughters of the Khairis
were allowed to go to Namtal to reside with their mother at
Government expenses  The clder daughter Miss Zalnab Khain
refused to avail of the privilepe but the younger one aged 11
accepted the offer It appears from the records of the Home
Department that Mrs Kham was granted Ps 2 and her youngur
daughter Re 1 per day for expenses 2

Abdul Rahman Khairt (17) and Zainab Khaire (18} sorn and
dauehter of Professor A § Khaini made representation agasmst the
unyustified arrest of their parents for their alleged antt Bratish ath
tode In their letters they refuted the charge and made am ntion of
their pitable curcumstances but the Government refused to listen *

Secret Intell gence Burcay Hlome D partment DIBUQ  No 101/Tor/
40 (3) dated October 12 1940
Sce Confidential DO Letter No 139 dated July 9/10 1940 from Dustrict
Maglstrate Aligarh to the Chief Secretary to Gorernment of UP Lucknow
# Home Department File No 18)33/40 Pol
¢«See Abdnl Rohman khas letter to Viesroy lhrough the Vice.
Charcellor Mushm Unnersity  dated December 4 1940 Sie Akbar Hyderj
Member of Viceroy s Executine Counail Department of Informauon and
Broadcasting also presented an appeal of Professur Khairy s brother Dr Abidul
Jabbar hhaint on behalf of Professor hhald but wath noefl ¢t Shams-ut
Ulama Moulavi Sayysd Ahmad imam of the Jama Masyd Delhy had gone {a
Scer tary ta plead thew case
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Thereafter Sir Shah Muh d Sul Vice-Cl llor of
the Mushim Umniversity ashed for an interview with the Secretary to
the Home Department to present a duly signed declaration of
Khairt  The Shah ultimately went to Delln on November 15, 1940
to plead the case of Professor Khairi and continued wrnting
to Conran-Smuth but faed to secure hus release % Sir Sulagman’s
Delh: vistt was to convince the Sccretary that Professor Khary was
now different from his former self He put up a draft to the
Secretary for his consideration, and contended (a) that he had
himself served a notice on Xhairs and smce then Khair did not
appear to have shown himself in any way anti-Brtish, (b) that
s paper the Spuit of the Time attacked the Bolsheviks and not
the British and that he had discontinued this paper after a warmng
was served on hum, {c) that his motive for publishing advertise-
ments from German firms was only to finance the paper, (d} that
ke tried to secure scholarships from Germarty because of the feclhing
that Hindus were getting more scholarship than the Musal-
mans % The Secretary m his reply to the Vice-Chancellor wrote a
lopg letter, justifymng the arrest of Professor and Mrs Khamr  He
pleaded that Mrs Khair: was ‘an enemy subject by ongin and her
restriction 1 tume of war 15 no less justified than the restriction of
sevetal other persons of enemy orgin whose sympathis are
suspected of remaimng with Germany m spite of thew formal
acquisition of British citizenship ©  Moreover ‘Khairr’s mterest m
the promotion of Indo-German relations imvolved correspondence
relating purely to Germany’s political aspirations’ He concluded
that the restrictions mmposed on the couple for a pertod of war
was justified ® But Sir Sulayman was not disheartenced and
continued his efforts for Khamri In lis letter to the Scoretary,

*? Str Shah Tetter to C Smith dated 8, 1940,
Home Department, File No 111/40, Po} (§)

s Home Department, Fiie No 111440, Pol (), p 46

% Letter from E Conran-South, Secretary to Government of Indi,
(Home) to Hon'ble Sic Shth Muhammad Sulayman M A, LL B, D.Sc, Vice-
Chancellor, Mushm University, Ahgarh undated Home Department, File No
111440, Pol (1), pp 166, 167
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Goternment of Indin he agam wrote I would howeser again
press for your hind consid ration the question of giving some
marntenance allowance to thewr children aganst whose mnnocence
there can be no suspreron Mr Khains has alrendy exhausted all
his leave s salary s automatically stopped  His children 1re
badly 17 need of help and ther condition 18 piiable # The reply
recened by the Shah was the <ame 2nd no consideration was
mven
As a matter of fact the sufferings and prnations of Khams
son and dau_hters were great  Abdul Rahman Khairy wrote to his
father
we are here in great difficulties  we have not a smgle
pre. Th winter is approaching and we have got no warm clothes
my lehaf 13 also falling to preces [ hase got no shirts to wear no
shoes except one pair which 1s old and in breaking posihion and
which can t fast long 1 have not even one anna to write a letter
to you so thus will be the last letter  For thisletter also 1
borrowed from Ibban to send you ¥ Khans dauehter Zainab
Khain who never wrote to lum since his imprisonment uftimately
was canstrained to write to him about the severe straits which they
were led to So many things have reached a point  she wrote
where immediate action has to be taken servants have to be
paid their three months pay  Bills are to be paid Lam getting
worsz and worse and nced medicines which arc costly ¢ My head
15 troubled continnally by these problems what now whatthen I
sumply can t go hke this  The world 15 full of eil thoughts. They
wont leave already o troubled famuly in peace Specually my

Letter from Str Shah Sulayman to £ Conran Smuth dated Aligarh
Febroary 18 1941 Home Department File No 1140 Pol ()

Letter from Abdul Rohman Khain to Professor A § Khain dated
Algarh September 27 1940 Professor A S Khauri mentioned this Jettef 1n one
of his letters sent to M A Dinnah dated O~tober 12 1940 from Dehma Dun
District Jald See Home Depattment File No 11140 Pe} (I} p 177

Zonab was of very delicate health ss she had been operated fos

diertis.  She pas.ed diate 1n the First Diviston and was preparing
privately for B A
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position 15 so delicate  So many things have reached the breaking
pomt My trouble 1s getting worse I need constant care and no
worrses  The best thing for me m this position would be to
marry ‘Then many things would be solved by themselves ®  This
was the extremity of thewr desperation

‘Whether Professor Abdul Sattar Khatwi and Mrs  Khaurr were
1 close alliance with the Nazs Cell 1s still a mystery  While Kham
and s wife were 1n detention till the end of the war, the other
Professors of the Mushm Umversity were keenly watched

“8ec Professor A § Khamy's letter to M A Jinpzh, Dehra Dan Jail,
October 12,1940  Home Departtment, Frle No 111740, Pol (), p 127
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CHAPTER IX

KHARSARS AND THE NATIONALIST
MOVEMENT

THE KHAKSAR ORGANISATION as already discussed was intended
for social service to all arrespeetne of caste colour and rehgion
Hindus and Sikhs could also become its members som Hindus 1a
the Punjab had joined it They had no intention to participate in
politns but it was impossible for them to keep away fromat
entirely  They were concerned with socio cconomic problems
which brought them face to face with political problems and in
the India of 1930 s no social orgamisation could escape politics

In 1936 the Congress Commuitee decided to ltunch a mass
confact movement to step up s political actvities and win
sympathies of the masses who had Lept aloof from the mational
movement A meeting of the UP Prowncial Congress Committee
was held on Aurust 27 1936 under the charrmanship of and at the
residence of Raft Ahmad Kidwas 1o discuss the question of mass
contact movement  Among the mam partierpants were Pt Jawa
harlal Nehru Acharya J B knpalam  Acharya Narendra Deo
heshav Deo Malviya and Dr Sampurnapand?  In June 1936 the
Provincial Conle passed a 1 to develop ever closer
association butween the masses and the Congress  organisation and
called upon all Concress Comumttecs to Jurther this pohicy by
working among the masses and taking part in their day to-aay

Home Department Tile No 4 44/36 Pol
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strugele, by making large number of members to the Congress, by
making the primary commnttees of the Congress work and help m
shaping Congress policy 2 The mass contact movement grew to
popularity and resulied m the success of the Cougress m the
clection that smmedsately followed, enabling the Congress to form
ntinistries in most of the provinces  The Khaksars had nothing to
do with the Congress mmustries being a social orgamsation It
continued to function smoothly But as the days passed the
Khaksars gof an idea that the Congress mimstries were unjust to
the Mushmns

The Congress munustries had become an eye-sore to the Mushnt
League which found repression and atrocities bemg commtted on
the Muslms  ‘Drunk with success and power,’ says Muhammad
Noman, ‘Congressmen were swept off their feet  Every move of the
Congress was, and 15, a step m the direction of Hindu domination **
The mstallation of Congress mumstries mmedzately led to the
troduction of Bande Matram m the Legislative Asscmbly sung at
the opeming of cach day’s proceedings, and openng of Hmdu
mstitattons 1t naturally provoked the Mushms who considered st
a Hindu Ray  “Bver swce the advent of Congress Ministries, to
quote Noman agan, ‘the impression had gone round that Swaray,
which to the Hindu mind s synonymous with Hindu Ray, had
been established and the Hindus could mmpose therr will, trample
upon Mushm rights and sentunents, and play havoc with the life
and property of the Mushms ™ The League appointed commuitees
under the d p of Raja d Mehd: of Pirpur and
S M Shanf o gate the Mushm ] agamst the
Cougress Ray The Pirpur Report and the Shanf Report unan-
mously declared that the Mushms were the worst sufferers and
Congress nunistries purely resembled the Hmndu Ray Mr A K
Fazl-ul-Haq, Preruer of Bengal, i a pamphlet entitled Mushint

2'The Hendustan Times, September 3, 1936

® Mohimmad Noman, Mushat India (Allahabad 1942), pp 371-372

¢ Mohammad Noman, ap cit, p 374 Also see Ram Gopal, op orf,
P 239
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Sufferings under Congress Rule charged the Congress ministries
with partin! and unjust treatment of the Musalmans under therr
rule  Never before in India s huslory  he pomts out  have nots
taken a heavier toll of life and property within such a short space
of time as during the two and a half years of Congress admunistra
tion 3n s me of the Provinces of Indiz  In almost all of these
1ot and outbreaks Muslms have admuttedly be n the principal
sufferees Was this merely 2 comeidence ? loot  arson
assaplt murder and mass terrorisation of which our helpless
co rebgionists condemned to hve in predomnantly Hindo areas
under Congress were the pitiable vicums  The Mushm case
remains that durmg the Congress regime they were condemned to
live 1n terror and to suffer these atrocities while the law moved
tardilvy or did not move at all *

This was what the League thought of the Congress Ray  But
Mr Gopmnath Snvastava a Congressite 1 his book  When the
Congress Ruled reluted the charges  praising the Congress doings
during its 28 months of stay i office

Maulana Azad feels that the Leagues charge was 2 mere
propapanda +gainst Congress mmstries  From his personal
expenence n the Parltamentary sub-commuttee hesaid that there was
no mpustice done to the Mushms by the Congress munistry  But
this much he also admutted that there might be cases of mdvidut
tnjustice but that 1t Was not due to communal reason but because
of the weaknesses of human nature and that such individual
justice could not be avoided under the best of circumstances ¢

Of Iate many evidences have come to Iight which prove that
the Congress orgamsation had turned to communalism and the
Congress munistries were treatng the Mushims inhumanly  In the
papers of the All India Congress Commuttee one would find scores of
letters of responsible and even unlettered Mushms mentioning the

8 A K. Fazl vl Hag Muslim Sufferings Und  Congress Rule (Decembet
1939) pp 118
Mautana Azad Ind a Y113 Ireedom (Longmans 1959) p 21 Seecalso
D G Tendulkar Abdul Ghoffar Khan p 310
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atroaities of the Congress mimistries, sighing and groanng under 1s
rule  These lefters addressed personally to the Congress Presudent
and the Sccretary m Urdu and Enghsh shatter the convichion of
those who claum that Congress Rule was a boon and throw ample
light on the much controversial and disputed period of Congress
Ra) 7 These letters simply say how the mnocent Mushms were
subjected to brutalities in the presence of Congress members and
their despairing cries were {anghed at  This did not spare even the
Congress Mushims who gave ther all i the services of the Congress ®
Sulayman Jmnah, Secretary District Congress Muslim Mass Contact
Comnmattee wrote to Nehru from Jabalpur

“The root of the disease I believe hes mn the antr-National
activities carried on from tume to time by the various town and
distict  Congress  Comenttees which  have, I hold, fngh-
tened the Mushm masses as to thew religious mtegnty and their
share i the future admumstration of the country and thus kept
them away from joimng hands with the masses in the fight for
freedom I mysell have experienced that many of the office-bearers
n the dustrict and town Congress Commuttees have no clear head
with regard fo therr Mushm bretbren  Often T have been witness
to the most shocking treatment bemg meted out to them by these
worhers of our organssation ’

He begged Pt Nehru to take a tour of the country addressing
Congress Comsmittees and to smpress upon Congressmen what
“heir should be athitude towards the Mushim masses, pomt them
out therr ‘sins’ which T am sure are often many, and give them a
clear cut programme of Muslm mass contact ™

" AICC Papers, Mass Contact Movement Letters of Ashfaq Ahmad,
Vakd, Ras Barel, to Pt Nehry, dated Jaouary 14, 1939, Muhammad
Jfthhar Husayn Famdi to Congress President, dated Janvary 10, 1939 from
Moradabad, S U Farde from Meerut dated Fanuary 15, 1939, Shaykh Wans
Alcfrom Manmudabad to Azad dated August 20, 1940 There 15 an extensive
fist of letters which the space fortads  See File No D~7/1938-39, FileNo 1if
1940

83etter of Sulayman linnak to Nehiry, dated Apnl 24, 1938 avaifable
10 the 4-ICC Papers, File No G-32{1938

o bid
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Mr Habibullah Executive Officer of Meerut Municipal Board
also threw light on mounting commun+lism and wrote to Jawahar
1al Nehru that 1t was n the local bodies that the communal fechnes
were hatched and that he could say without fear of bemng contra
dicted that communal feelin, could only disappear wh n th~
majority community give protection to the mmonty He bricfed
him that 1n almost all Municipalities and District Boards  suffivent
Hindmsm  prevaled  No Executive Officers from the Mushm
community were appoimnted and everywhere 1n UP all Executwe
nd high officers 1 Mumapahties were Hindos  Only sn Dehrn
Dun the Executive Officer happened to bu the brother of Rafi
Ahmad Radwar and 1t was through s mflucnce that his brother
could continue on the post  He complaned that even the most
comp of the N s was declared as sluggish and
ansensible  Conspiracies were made and articles were watten to
papers agamst thosu a fuw Mushim officers who happened to held
any responsible post  Presenting s own case he wrote thatin
Ajsmer where he worked for four y ars he rassed the mcome of
Mumeipality from Rs 513000 to Rs 773000 without fresh
taxation and the reserve fund from Rs 60 000 to Rs 3 88 000 1n
spite of increasing expenditure and without smpaiting efficiency m
any branch of adnunstraton No Hindu of Aymer he assetted
can blame me for Pro-Mushim views but still I was an cye-sor. for
them They could not sew eye to eye a Mushm getting Rs 700 per
month from the Mumcipal fund  They first started aertation
against me personally took deputations to Government Officers
sent memortals and wrote articles to the Hmdustar Tmes  Con
sequently the whole Hindu populition was up agawnst me briagiag
no special charge but inefliciency shuchss so wade  Instead of
enrolling Muslims as members of the Congress with due deference
to you opimon I would suggest to find a solution to root out the
causes whi h s not difficult  If requires an open heart towards
the minonty not to endanger your own majonty but only to gwe
therr due share  Unless 1t 1s done Muskims  as a class cannot jom
Congress  Enrolment of Mushims s Conpress members can have

'
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no ¢ffcct  The poison shall remaimn there and it can cause death at
any moment

The Congress office recerved letters of complaints not only
from Mushims but Christians also objected to the way in which the
Hindus treated them  Lately, the Chrstians had shown their
mterests i the Congress and its mass contact movement  But the
way tn which the Congress was drifting to communalism had
fiightencd the Chnistians  Thar mussions met with a ‘very stff
opposstion” from the Hindus, presumably Congressmen How com-
munalism was making inroads mto the Congress organisation can
very well be known from a letter of AW Moore, Mission House
Shikohabad, UP, India To Pt Jawaharlal Nehru and Dr Kalash
Nath Katyt he wrote ‘But there 15 seemungly a growing tendesicy
to mix politics and religion to such an extent that this cooperation
15 becoming 1ncreasmgly  difficult The other day, Dr XKatju,
when I sat 1n your meeting at Shikohabad, I fust saw wiitten on
the gate the word ‘OM’  Then when you were seated, the first
thing on the programme was for the local Brahmm to place a
tifak on your forchead, and offer coconuts nto your hands

‘It scems to me that if you want the cooperation, as I am
sure you must, of non-Hindus you must heep Hindwism as such
out of public mectings, and warn agamnst oppostiion to pon-Hindu
farths being carried on the name of Congress "**

1t was a departure from the Congress policy A clevage was
cvident and partng of ways was wmevitable  Muslims were gomg to
the opposite direction  Mr Asaf Aly a staunch Congressmar,
stated that at that critical period many Mushims asked questions
which 1t was difficult to answer They mqured why responsible

0 Letter of Mr Habibullah to Pt Jawzhatlal Nehr, dated Aprd 22,
1937, avalablean the A-FCC Papers, File No 4({1937 Mr Habibullah was
appomted the Exccutive Officer of Kanpur Mumgcipal Board by Sir M G
Hallet, Governor of UP on the recommendation of Public Service Comnus-
ston 1 1941 Thank God he i stil alive and the present author had the
honour of seetng hum m Kanpur

1t Leiter of Mr A W Moore to Pt Jawaharlal Nehruand Dr Kadash
Nath Katju, dated Aprd 20, 1938, avatlable i1 the 4 ICC Papers, File No
G-32/1938
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Muslm leaders who were in the Congress previously were severing
thae connection from 1t Why Igbals'® son, Sare Jehan sey
Achha Hindustan Hamara was no more sung &t Congress meetin,s
and only Bande Matram was rccited 3 The chnge 1s apparent

Ram Gopal reviewng the position of the Congress munstoes
rightly says The indiscretions committed at lower levels of
the admnistration were capable of correction at the annual
stock taking of admimstrative activities but the Congress Govern~
ment stayed n the office for barely two years and had no time
for correction Two years was too small a period for the curing
of chromic slls ¥ It 15 n th backeround that om has to study
the Khaksar attitude to Indran politics

The hhaksars did not regard the Copgress as a communal
body but the atrocities perpetrated on the Mushm mmonty
naturally paed them  To get nd of the pitiable situation the
only course that lay open to them was 1o organise their volunteers
to assist the Muslims The imposition of ban admunistured a severe
blow to the khalsars whose object was not to fight against any
Government but to rectify tyranny and give protection to helpless
This 13 eident from a letter of Sir Mabk Fero.. Khan Noon written
to Sir Reginald Maxwell Home Member of Council New Dulht
The letter says

Agha Ghuzanfar Ali Advocate Bulandshahr (UP) who s
a Khaksar came to sece me tius mormng and represented o me
the pitiable condition of the Musalmans under the Mmnonty Pro-
vinces partcularly dunng these Congress Cnil  Disobedience
Lawlessness  He informed me that the Mussalmans of UP  Bihar
and CP are most disturbed and he 15 not quite sure how many of

Tr Sit N fgbal 1he and great Urda poet s
popula' Iy Igovn as the poet of the East He presded over the Annusl
Sesston] of theMI! Tndia Mustm League at Allahabad in 1930 and lus presiden-
tial address turn) out 1o be the forerunner of thedea of Pakistan  Fie died
101938

Ikar Abdul G qffer Khan p 310
tdhan Mustims A Folical History 18521947 (Awa

D G Ten
Ran Gopal
1959) p;\ 262-63
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Mussahnans scatfered 1n the villages of these provinces have been
murdered and their property destroyed  Consequently there 15 a
feeling amongst the Mussalman circles that the Mushm Minonties
of these three provinces at least should be given the power to orga-
mze volunteers for self-protcction Agha Ghazanfar Ah further
requested that the ban on the Khaksars be lifted *

Contunmng his Jetter Sy Feroz Khan strongly commended this
request to the Viceroy

]It will be a source of considerable satsfaction to the
Mushm Miaority n these three provinces to have Musaiman
volunteers to give them succour m case of necd In many places
in the UP law and order has broken down and probably the
police withdrawn  To whom are these poor people to look for
protection, and then if the Government refuses to allow them to
organize themselves for self-protection, I consider 1t a real hard-
shup, and I would strongly urge on the Government {o remove the
ban on the Khaksars i these three provinces almost 1mmediately
Agha Ghazanfar Al mforms me that the Chuef Secretary of the
UP told him that he had no objections to rassiig the ban against
the Khaksars m the UP "¢

Thus letter 15 a conclusive proof that the Khaksars were never
hostile to Congress or League and if they approached the anthonty
for the lfting of the ban, it was oaly for self-defence In the
forties they were busy with their own problems and had hardly the
time to think of any other problem confronting to Incha  Buf a
drift was soon to come

With the declaration of the World War I (1939) India laun-
ched a vigorous fight for independence  Congress mumstries had
resigned as India was made a party to the War ¢ The League
observed ‘the Day of Deliverance or Thanks grving’ all over India
1n jubsation of the resignation of the Congress Mamstries ¥ With

% Letter from Sir Malk Firoz Khan Nun to Sir Regmald Maxwell,
dated, New Delht, September 17, 1942, Home Department, File No 74/4/41,
Pol (1, Pt Lp 188

¢ The Bombay Chroucle, December 8, 1939

#* Janah n 2 statement sard
“Iwish the Mussalmans all over India to observe Fruday, December
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the passaze of tume the war situation grew bad for the Alles
Russian retreit 1n Europe and Japan s entry in the war as well ss
1ts attack on Burma caused panic among the people of India® Tts
mjtal success on theCastern Frontier of India led all the statesmen of
the s orld to thunk scriously about Indin - Marshall Chiang hat shed,
the Chinese leader President Roosevelt of America and Dr Evatt
the Australian Forcign Mimster expressed their anxieties for Indra 2*
The question was as to how full support of India could be sccured
It was 2 wxed question  India would not lend its support till
something substantial was done for st In viw of the Chinese
Amercan and Australian pressure the Brtish had to make a
serious attempt to end the deadlock ® On March 11 1942 the
Churchill Governm nt announced 1ts intention to send Sir Stafford
Cripps to India with 2 constitutional scheme accepted by His
Mngesty s Government  Sir Cripps  prior 10 this nusston had
achi~ved distinction for lus diplomacy in Russia about the war and
was expected to tackle Indian constitutional ssue also Reaching
Tndia on March 23 1942 Sir Stafford Cripps started consulting
political parties and gave his Draft Declaration  The proposals
said that for the reahzation of sclf overnment in India  steps
would be taken to create a new Indran Union having full status
of a D by Heg, toth Crown but equal to

22 as the day of deliverance and thankseiving os & mark of rel of that the
Congress Governm nfg have at Jast cvased to function I trust thatall
public mecuings will be conduited 1 an orderly manner and with all due sense
of humility and nothing should be done which will wiuse offence to any other
community because 1t 13 the High Command of the Congress that Is prmanly
responsible for the wrongs that have been donc to the Mussaimans and other
mnorities  Sec Mohammad Noman A slim Indis p 397

Y Ram Gopal Mo Ind a Struggled f r Freedom (Bombay 1 67) p 477

1 On Morch 18 Roosevelt bad written to Churchill The fapanese
may land on the seacoast of Burma They might bombard Calcutta  bee
Wisston § Churchill The 8 co d Norld Ba Vol IV p 177 Scealso
Pattabhi Sttaramayya The M story of tie | Hlan N tonal C ng ess Vol IH
{Bombay 1947) pp 304-7

F d h India les for Freedom {Bombay 1948)

pp 186+187 Secalso S5 K Majumdar Jinnak a d Gandhi thet role in Indlo s
quest Jor Free { m {Mukhopadbyay 1966) p 186
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them n every respeet, m no way subordmate m any respect of
1ts domestic and external affairs 2 The Declaration provided the
establishment of & constituent assembly but until the new constitu-
ton was framed the Brtish Government would be responsible for
the defence of Indra and wvited the immediate and effective parti-
cipation of the leaders of the principal sections of the Indian people
m the counsels of therr country 2 But 1t did not make an advance
on the August Offer ® 1t only offered Indim a plar for the constt-
tution-making body to be framed after the war was over  Both
the Congress and the League rejected it and Gandhs cailed 1t ‘@
post-dated cheque, on a bank that was obviously crashing '#

Japan was knocking at the gates of Burma and people in thesr
thousands were comng to India, leaving therr hearth and home
Japan’s yavasion of India at any moment was considered a possibi-
lity  Therefore, there was no alternative left to the people of India
but to start a new campaign-—the Quit India Movement to dyive
the Botish out of India® The Movement having fafed Mr C

2 C H Phulips, The Diolution of Incha and Pakistan, 1857-1947, Select
Documents, (Oxford 1965), pp 371~73

2 Iind

3 After the cammencement of World War iI Lord Lwubthgow, the
Viceroy 1ssued a statement on August 8, 1940 contatnang coastitutional propo-
sal for India which also ccepted the nght of Indians to frame their own
constitution after war, mvited alt political parties to cooperate m war and
finafly assured the mtnortties that the Brish Government, *would not transfer
power to any system of Gavermment whose authouty s directly deswed by
large and powerful clements ra Indian Nattonal life *

- Ram Gopal, How India Struggled for Swaray, p 425 Michael Edwardes
m lus The lass yea s of Bratish India, (p 77) s2ys ‘The +Drait Declaration” that
Capps, took with Him repeated the terms of the Augast Offer of 1940, but 3t
went rouck furthet on a number of pornts It conceded lndia’s nght to leave
Ihe British Commonwealth 1f she wished  Thus mplted that ‘dominion status®
now meant the same as mdependence *

# The Quit India resolutton laid emtphasts on the unmedite recogni-
tion of Indian freedom and cading of Britush rulem India 1t further said,
* The contineation of that rule 15 degradiag and enfesbling Inda and making
lier progressively less capable of defending herself and of contributing to the
canse of world freedom’ See Jawaharlal Nehru, The Discorery of Indsa,
(bsia 1966), p 506,
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Ryagopalachart formulated a scheme for Congress League settle
ment which popularly became known as C R Formula ¢

TheC R Formula suggested that (1} the Muslim Leagneshould

cooperate with the Congress in formmg a Provinci! Government
for the transstronal pertod (n) at the close of war th re would be a
plebiscite 10 the North West and East of India where Mushms were
1n majority on the basis of adult franchise to decide the 1ssue of
separation from India (w) all parties would advocate their pomt
of wview before the plebicite was held  (1v) i case of separation
mutual agreement would be made for Defence and Commumcation

and transfer of population would be on voluntary basis @

Jmnah rejected 1t and the deadlock continued

Ever since hus release Mashriqr devot d all lus energies to the
reorgamsation of the Khaksars and directed them to enrol students
rrespective of caste and colour for the Khaksar orgamsation A
separate office was created under  the supervision of the Hakima
Ala of the Pumpab  The enrolment of students to the Kbaksar
organisation had 1 meaming  Japans entry 1in war had created
problems hike cwil defence helping evacuees and refugees giving
fist aud to the injured distnbuting food geang all sorts of social

Mr C Rajagopalachan claimed that his formula fulflled the terms
of the Lahore resolution of the League See Rujendra Prasad [ da Divlded
P 206 (Rombay 1936)

To M A linnah Rajacopalachars v rote (April 8 1944) Here s the bass
fora sumnmcm which I dis~us ed with Gandhyt 1n March 1943 and of whih
he d full He then auth d me to sigmty Ius approval of
these terms shauld l be able to convinee vou of there b ing justand far at all
As the Government have refused 10 relax any of the restrictions tmposed on
him to emable him to discuss or ne,otate terms of aay sett! ment 1 wnite
this to you on his behalf and hop that this wall bring about final sctilement
of the most unfortunate impasse wi. rein  You are aware of the satensity
of my desire for a seft! ment 1was very glad whea 1 found it possible to
obrain Gandhin s approval of these terms 1 hop that you will bestow your
fullest thought to the justice and farness of these proposals and help o termy
nate # condition of affarrs which 1s steadily causmg all round determiation
11 thecountry  Sce CH Philips op et p 353

CH Philips op ei1 p 355-56
Heclor Bolitho Jinnah Creator of Puhistan (London 1954) p 139
See also Ram Gopal How Ind a Struggled for Ereedom p 425
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service which only the student communtty coutd perform effectrvely
and efficiently * Frve lakhs of such Khaksars were required to be
kept m readiness n every province and at the tume of urgency
they were to take a banner and march for common service For
every province he appomted officers and lmself took up UP

Meatings of Khaksars were marked for peace and disciphne and 1n
almost all the provinces they had ‘taken an accelerated start * Since
the drill 1n military fashion was prohsbited, Namaz was substituted
to ‘revive 1ts performance with the same spirst, sense of disciplne
and sacrificial zeal with which 1t used to be performed several
hundred years ago 3® Non-Mushm Khaksars were not to be silent
spectators of Namaz ~ Swce rehgion, eulminating m humamtarnan
service, was the basis of the movement, non-Mushm Khaksars were
not to ignore 1t They were also to perform thew religions service
m accordance with the dictates of themw respective religion with
equal zeal and discipline #

These activities of the Khaksars received much appreciation
from the Government which liked their idea of taking part m the
defence of India  Morcover, when they joined the Proneer Defence
Corps, sponsored by the Government, they were allowed to wear
therr distinctive umform (hitherto banned) and keep up ther
mdividuality 32 By jomng the Pioneer Defence Corps they
proved that service to humanity had always been thewr creed and
that they would not budge an inch from it 1 protectmg the
mnocent mithons who fell victims to war bullets 3 The following
Khaksar appeal provides proof as to therr desire to serve India
1 social and politeal fields  The appeal said

‘Unfortunately there is split and disunity m the pohtical
parties n India during thus critical period  There 15 doubt as to

2 Mashniqy, fustructions to all Khaksars and Khaksar Officers o the

Provuices and Indan States or Helpers of the Moement
 Ibid

2 foud

% Home Department, File No  28/6/42, Pol (I}, p 9 See Policy
Towards the War *

* o
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who s responsible for the fadure of Sir Stafford Cripps talk
‘This has added a block to the Tndian history It 15 very unfortu
nate that we have been prevented from taking part i the defence
of our motherland It 15 gratifyng to note that we have refused
to be treated like dumb ammals We have certrunly refused the
proposals for our national presige  But how sad and unfortunate
1t 18 that we are accusing cach other m the press and we are fight
ng ke amimals

1 apr al to every lcader to cxamune the present situation in
the hght of realism  Consider the position Organise yourselves
ke Allama Mashrniqs for the defence of civil population durine the
ficht between Japan and Britain The Dewil of hunger death and
war h1s no discretion of race ereed or colour ‘Thousands of
families have perished and are going to pensh I your hearth
and home sons and wives are no more whatis the use of your
Lfe In fact taking this wnto consideration Allama Sahib has
resolved to enrol 500 000 (5 lakh) Khaksars for the defence of the
hearth and home and for the defence of hfe and families  females
and children T appeal to the public to compel their leaders to
solye the present deadlock by wnting them letters from part
of Indi to bestir themsclses for the cause of Indian publc and to
organise 1n one movement of Khaksars by enroling yourselves 1n
thousands under the lead of Allama Mashnqi It s enouch for
you to mform & Rhaksar residing near your residence that you are
a Khaksar and will follow the khaksar pnneiples  You will hue
to efface from your mind communal bias and you will have to
serve the mankind without religon  caste or creed  Restrictions
arz Iikely to be remosed from the party as the prehminary steps
for settlement with the Government have been taken Hence you
need not entertain fuar for your enrolment in the Khaksar organi
sation  1f we are not untted during this crtical period  the result
will be destruction and runation ¥

From soctal service as has been stated in the foregong
tines the Khaksars were dnifting to the changing pattern of canstt

Y Hindu tan ke Har Bashinde se Appeol (Appeal to Enery Ind an)
“This leaflet was printed and published in Dahmam Press 5 Sett bagh
Street Triplcane It 1s given senial No 10 dated May 10 1942:ssued 137
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tutronal development The deadlock between the League and the
Congress, the World War II and the entry of Japan mn the war
brovght them to the political 1ssues of the country Truly speaking,
Mashriq: was so anxious for a fawr settlement of Indra’s constitu-
tional problem that soon after his release from the Vellore Jad, he
started meeting leaders like Rajap and others wm Madras and
ssung press statements to find out a way ont of the mmpasse

Mashniqs believed that the National Congress, the Mushm
League and the Hindu Mahasabha, being the mamn political parties,
st reach a settlement for independence to India  The Khaksar
High Command ordered the Khaksars alf over India to despatch
milions of lefters and telegrams to Jinpah, Azad, Gandhy, and
Nehru to come to a suitable sctflemeat, and if they succeed m
bringung the leaders oa one platform, their achievement would be a
thing unforgettable 1n the ustory of India  Apari from ther
achevement bemng wniten ‘m letters of gofd m the history of India,’
they would always be remembered as Mashngi said ‘as wmners
of complete mdependence for India **  As these leaders were the
persona grata of thewr respective communities Mashriqr belicved
that whatever they would decide would be final

The Khaksar paper the Radiance also dessimmated Mashniqr's
wdeas to the masses of India It condemned the talk of ‘Hindu
naton and the Mushm nation® It held that such a notion was
the creation of the few ‘Mimustry-mtnded Muslims and the Minstry-
minded Hindus’ who did not wish to seftle the Hindu-Mushm
question  Thus attitude, the Radiapce said, was thew ‘politics’ But
1t expressed its sound belief 1n the Hindu Muslyn solidanty and
pleaded that they would not be separated  Ashing the Khaksars

Hakin-i-Ala $§ § Bahmam  This appeal 1n the shape of leaflets was reported
1o nave been printed in Delln by Muhammad Yaqgoob, Hakim--Ala of Delbt
nad Aymer Province  Sce Home Department, ile No - 74/4/41, Pol (I), Pt 1,
p 137

3 Mohammad Raza Khan, Whar Price Freedom (Madras), p 108

3 Home Department, File No 77/4/41, Pot (1), Pt 1L, p 578

* Lo
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to check any split between the two atsaid  The future of our
countrv the future of the Millat 15 at stake  Let us not be deluded
by the prizes which are being offered  Let us lay aside all petty
quarrels and disputes  This 1s not the time Jor them 2

The Khaksars were becoming day after day an mflvential body
i India agamn and the leaders of the Mushm League and the
National Congress both desired thetr amalgamation in their respec
tive parties  Jinnah even appealed to the Khaksars to  jom and
support whole heartedly the Lea,ue policy at this critical juncture
But Mnashniq declared that he would openly wdentify himself wath
the Congress or any other orgamsations 1n the demand for wdepen
dence for India  Hitherto he was the champron of complete
Independence of India and the 1d a of Pakistan had pot found any
place in s mind but in spite of this Khaksar amalgamation
Leasue was desired by M A Jinnah  Sir Nizam ud Din and Hasan
Isphaham who met at Dell to arrve at some decision with regard
to a hhaksar League understinding  Sayeed Abmed of Bengal
who was both a Leaguer and a Khaksar was sent to Mashniqi at
Madras to hand over a message® to hun which sard

Upon Allama Sahib agrecing to jom the All India Muslim
League and declarmng to that effect and requesting hus foltowers to
joun the Mushm League which 1s the only authentative and repre
sentative political orgamisation of the Musalmans m Indim the
President of the League will be glad to have the prominent Khaksars
assocrated with the executives of the Provincial Leagues and Allama
Mashriqr will be welcomed to jon the Working Commuttee of the
All Indha Mushm League ¥

Mashrige whose movements were confined to Madras presi
dency on the recerpt of the above message called a meeting on
April 26 1942 and arnved 1t the following conclusion

1 The Khaksars would cooperate with the Mushm Leasue

* Th Rad ance August 27 1943
Tlomo Deparsment Tile No 74/4/41 Pol (1) Pt 117 p 578
« Home Department File No ?8,6/42, Pol (1} p 1
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and should make afl possible efforts to bring about a

scttlement between the Mushm League and the Congress
.2 Ifthe Muslum League accepted office it would give a seat

m the mmstry to the nomiee of Mashrigt 1 the Central

Government 1
‘The negotiahions for amalgamation coptinued but could not
reach a definite stage 1n spite of the best endeavour of Nawabzada
Liaquat Alt Khan, the then General Secretary of the League, to
cvolve a scheme to make use of the Khaksars for Mushm League
purposes

At that tsme the Cripps proposals were the most current topic
10 Indian poliies # Mashngr did not approve of the Cripps
recommendations In a telegram to Sir Stafford Cripps Mashriqr
saud, ‘the British Government have sent you to rechify wrongs,
reconciliate and secure the cooperation of India at ths Iate
hour Can you hope to reconaihiate India or secure her co-
operation, when your men commut such wrongs (as have been
comuntted on the Khaksars and thewr leader) or men of my posi~
tion . considermg the terrible price paid for showmg uncondi-
tional practical loyalty I now jon the Congress, the Mushm
League, and the Hindu Mahasabha m most emphatically demanding
complate mdependence for India *#
He sent letters to the Presidents of the Congress, the Mushm

League and the Hindu Mahasabha urging them to present the
demand of complete 1ndependence umtedly to Sir Stafford Cripps
‘T can see,’ he wrote fo them “what he has to offer but he can very
“well utilize our communal differences to his own account® He
assured them of lus best cooperation 1if they managed to be umted
at a tme when the constitutional problem of Tndia hang mn

‘“UHome Departrtent, File No 28/642, Pol ({), p 1

©Jind, p 18

 1bid

“ Khaksars Efforts for the Freedom of India  This leaflet was found
the M R JYayhar Papess, File No 574 available in the National Archives of
India, New Deli:
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balance 9 He viewed the Crypps proposal with grave apprehension
and like Gandhyt he also callel the future promuses as  mischie
‘vously ficiions  and m no way an improvement on the August
Offer 4 He further remarhed that the proposals ata time when
the enemy 15 holding part of India firmly ntus clutches and a
serics of phenomenal wictortes of this dread victor are before us
are meaminless  The only question whicly oughit to be before us
at this moment 1 how to stem the tide of the enemy when every
thing else has so muscrably fal d it looks Iike a joke from the
Britt h not to let us defend a conntry to the last drop of our blood
which the Bratish promuse to hand over to us wholesale after the
war T saw nothmg but subterfuge and perhaps sclf deception in
the whole conspiracy 1 therefore reject the proposal n entirety
unless of course every party n the lnd s freely allowed to defend
their own country now and an Indian I fence Mimster with full
powers who can galvamse Inda at once 1s immediately apponted ¥
Thus the Khaksars were the first to reject the Cripps proposals and
the foremost in demanding the appomntment of an Indan Pefence
Minster

To evolve a umted demand to be put to the Brstish Mashnqu
started correspondence with all political feaders  In a telegram
dated May 5 1942 he ashed Jinnah what fus condition would be
for the formation of National Government He mad, a sumilar
angiury telegraphcally from Azad and Nehen He was also mn
correspondence with C R palachar who suggested to himto
see Azad and Nehrn and persuade Jinnah to mahke im shed Tus
fear of a National Government 1n India postpone all questions of
the future and make a wnted demand for immediate National
Government for Indin which would finally lead to complete tnde-
pendence and unty @ On heanng of the proposed visit of Azad

o Rhaksars Efforis for the Freedom of | da
4 Rhaksars Refect Cripps Proposal fn Entirety  Found in the MR
Jaykar Papers Fale Neo 574
15id
Home Department Tile No 74/4/41 Pol () Pt I Section (C) p 14~}
AY
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and Nehru to Madras he agam wrote to Jinnah to fin a date for a
talk with Azad

But there was no question of a talk between Azad and Jmnah
Azad was the most hated person n Mushm League circles
Mr Jinnah m reply to a telegram from Azad, wrote to lim

“Your telegram cannot reciprocate confidence 1 refuse to dis-
cuss with you, by correspondence or otherwnse, as you hate

lctely forefeed the of Mushm India  Can’t you
reﬂhse you are made a Mushm ‘show-boy’ Congress President to
give it colour that it 1s national and decesve foreign countries You
represent netther Muslims nor Findos  The Congress 15 a Hindu
body Ifyou have self-respect resign at once You have done
your worst agamst the League so far  You know you have hope-
lessely fasled  Givestup **° Thus the chances of a Tanah-Azad
talk were bleak  Smce Azad and Nehru cancelled thewr proposed
wistt to Madras, Mashriqr 1ssued a statement appealing to Hindus
and Mushms to simk thewr differences to prevent the destruction of
Tndia by Japan’s onslaught

As trme passed the demand for Pakistan grew i wtensity and
the Khaksars also had to yeld, but they msisted that ‘without
mdependence of India, Paksstan is a mwage’ The Radunce m
very forceful tone asserted

“How can we let matters dnft when the call of the times s so
psistent 7 We know that if a proper move is not made here and
now, the questton of mdependence and that of Pakstan along
with 1t will be shelved for another century  Even the wdea of mde-
pendence will be crushed and when even the 1dea of mdependence is
not there where will the idea of Palastan be 71

v

“Mr M A Jnnals letter to Azad, dated Bombay, July 12 1940

* Home Department, File No 74/4/41 Pol (1), Pt T

5 The Radtarnce, September 10, 1943 Inats 3ssue of Seplember 17, 1943,
the Radwanee agaun wrote that Mashrigr s now more antaus than ¢ er because
the war seems fo be drasang to a close m favour of the Allies, our destiny
remans i the hands of out old masters, they havelaid 1t down that the Indians
st agree between themsehes as regards the folure statos and constitution of
theircountry  India has risked the Ives of mllions of her sons  Thousaads
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The question of the formation of a national Government was
dropped as hinnnh refused to talk to anybody on this issue  He
only mswted on lus demnd for Pakistan  Rasips best efforis to
resolve the Indian deadlock proved abortive and he resigned from
the Congress because the Congress refused to accept hus formula
and to come to terms with League 3 Mashniqy bited the step of
Rapgopalachan and offercd his sincerest congratulation for his
elforts to promote Hindu Mushm Umity and assured him the
caoperatior of the whaole khak.ar organssation for the .chi ve-
ment of hus1d &ls  He appointed Sayyid Allah Bakhsh Shah of
Kanpur Salar r Khias Flind to start a campaign for Hindu Mushm
unty 1nd to undertake an all Indin tour to ash the people to
compel Jinnah to see Gandhin order to come to a settlement
regarding Hmdu Mushm question  In 2 letter addressed to Jinnzh
Sayyid Allah Balhsh Shah conveyed to hum  As you have tumed
a deaf car to the repeated requests of Allama Mashniq) for forging
Hindu Mushim umty T have been ordered to tour all over India
and m1ke the public realize that your despair and inaction are the
only hindrances tn the way to achieve Pakistan &

Meanwhile a new development took place On July 2¢ 1943
Jinnah was attacked 1n Bombay by 1 Khaksar named Rafiq Sabir
(of Lahore) who wis touring India  The sntention of the assassm
1 yet to he known the thing most significant in this connection
was that this mcrdent made Muslim opimon generally hostile to the
Khaksars  The Movement was discredited and a large number of
them left the Khaksar orgamsation  Mashrigr refuted the alle.a
of hev sons and daughters arc starnng today 1t depends now on the action
of her politicians to realize som  value out all this loss of Iife and property and
turn )t into a s1cnifice of let 1t pass awty as a pathetic tale of mhsety and waste
and b Iplessness

3Richard Symonds  The Vfaki g of Pakiste (Oxford 1945) p 65 1

should b noted that V D Savarkar President All India Hindu Mahasabha
drpounced 11 € R Formula and s21d that the s keme has o tually bes sub-
mitled {o hanah without any other i n Inda He
appealed every Hindu\ to denounce the propasal as tmcompronusiagly 83

possible  See the StateWpn July 21 1943
® 77¢ Statesman lea 1943
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tion that the assault on Jinnah was an orgamsed conspiracy of the
Khaksars, and assured the Leaguers of his good intentions Dif-
ferences on political issues could be there but it should not be
mustnterpreted  Mashrig sard that neither was he a ‘raval’ of the
Qatd--Azam nor did he want to take his place To him the Mushm
League could not get a better Icader than Jmnah  The assault on
Jinnah was still & mystery but 1n April 1944 a booklet entitled
Hamla was found on sale which attempted to show that the atfack
on Jinnah was the result of a deep Jaid comspiracy between the
Goverament and Jpah to discredit the Khaksar movement %
The truth of this booklet 1s still to be ascertained
As a result of the assault the relations between the League and
the Khaksars became extremely stramned The Mushm League
constdered it an unhealthy move The Working Commuttee of the
Bombay Provincial Mushm Leagne condemned the Khaksars
campaign for Gandhr-Jinnah talk as a ‘smister move’ as Gandhi
regarded Paksstan as a sin®  Chaudhary Khaliquzzaman also,
at a meeting of the All-India Muslim League, presented a resolution
saying that the Khaksars had always declared that the man object
of their organisation was service to humanity but they had of late
deviated from ther ideals Mr I I Chundngar supported the
resofution and reminded the Khaksars of their days when League
supported them  The resolution also got support from M Gazdar
and Ghulam Mustafa Shah Jdam Mr Hami Npzam rose to
. Oppose the resolution but was constantly hooted down m the course
of Ins speech  Nawabzada Liaquat Al Khan, at this stage, read
out a resolution (passed at the meeting of the Council of the All-
India Mushim League held m Dellu 1938) which saxd ‘that any
member of the Muslim League who 15 assoctated with any party
whose general policy 1s opposed to the Mustun League shall not
be atlowed to become or remam a member of the Mushm League
subject to appeal to the Workmng Committee of the All-India

* Home Department, File No 28/5/43, ol (1)
o Ibid

133



KHARSAR MOVEMENT IN INDIA

Muslim League * He declared that in the opimion of the Couneyl
the hhaksar orgamsation was no Jonger useful to the Mushms of
India  Nionah remarked that previously the hhaksars confined
themselses to so 1al service and it was for this that be did Ius best
to save the body from British oppression  The moment they
entered politics they were o separate body — Are you or are you
not satsfied that the Khaksars by thetr recent writings and actions
hav. adopted a political policy and that this policy has been hostile
to the Mushim League 7 He stressed that one of the fundamentaly
of the League was that 1t was the only authontative representative
political orgamsation of the Musalmans  You cannot owe nlle-
glance {o two orgamsations at the same time &

To intensify thewr pohtical activities the Khaksars started
Bab ul Siyisat (Department of Politics) with its headquarters at
Bombay and branches all over India Its object according to
them was the attanment of immediate and a night sort of imdepen
dence for India and to counter Mushm League propaganda
Sayynd Allab Bakbsh who led a campagn for Hindu Mushm
umty was entrusted the supervisory duties of Bab-ul Siyasat
Instructions were issued to all provincial Khaksars (i to comen
touch with local political leaders of vanous political organsations |,
and explam to them the importance of the Rhaksar Movement
and the necessity of Jinnah Gandin falks () to hold public
meeting umed at Hindu Mushm umity and carry on press propa
ganda cte

The Rhaksar chief once agmn demanded that Mr Jinnah
should see Gandhup for unity talks and to explore the possibihity of
a settlement between the Congress and the League  He held out
the threat of serious Khahsar League clash this tune of Mr Jinnzh

+ Home Department Fife No 28/5/43 Pol ()
Home Depastment File No 28/5/43 Pol (1)
™ 1bid
The Bombay Chronicle May 10 1944 Itshould be remembercd that
during 1937 38 Jimnah started correspondence with Gaadhi for personal diseus.
sion on Hindu Muskm question but Gandhiy took no notice of it Now the
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sefused to contact Gandhr with a view to arnving at a settlement.s
While Jinnah 1nsisted that 1f Gandhu had really made up his mind
for self-defermmnation, he could write directly to him  The letter
Gandh wrote fo Jinnah did not show an mchnation to recognise 1t
Therefore there was httle sense 1 holding a talk ¢ But Mashrigr's
efforts contiued unabated In a telegram to Jmpah he agam smd
“The request of Mahatma Gandhi to meet you 15 in reality the
prelude to the achievement of Pakistan and independence of Inda
Your attitude on this question 1s causing anxiety I appeal to you
fo reconstder your attitude about Mahatmajy’s invitation 02
Gandhip, appreciatmg Mashniqr's endeavour telegraphed bim, “My
last year’s request to Qaid-1-Azam Jmnah still stands, and I will be
ready to discuss the questron of Hindu-Muslim understanding as
soon as 1 get better ' Thus further persuaded Mashrigs to press
Qaid-1-Azam to accept Gandhyt's offer for a settlement But the
League did not consider 1t a congemal move The Secretary of the
AltIndta Mushm League said in a telegram commumcated to
Mashngs  ‘Qaid-Azam understands polities better than you
Refram from interfering m hinnah-Gandhu affairs "4

At long last, both the Jeaders agreed to meet to find out 2 possi-
bility to put an end to British rule® Gandhr believed  “To me
the umsty of Indra 35 self-evident, but I will be no party to keeping
the Mushms m agamst therr will  Let them express thewr desire
through plebiscite and they can have therr Paksstan f they hhe '®
And Tinnah retorted  *To me, Pakistan 1s an artrcle of faith It

caso was otherwise  Gandhuy wanted to see Jinnah on Hindu-Mushim probler
but hnoak paid no heed  See elso S K Majumdar, Gandls and Jinah,
204

@ The Bombay Chroncle, May 12, 1944

 The Dawn, May 25, 1944

** Free translation of a Urdy Hagd-bill mto Enghsh printed at the Grlam
Electric Press, Hospisal Road, Lahore, and published from Ichhra (Punjab)
Sec Home Department, Fite No 74/4/41, Pol (1), Bt L, p 76

8 The Bombay Chromele, May, 16, 1944

* The Dawn, May 25, 1944

* Ihid , August 31, 1944

¢ Ibud , September 3, 1944
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1s seff evident stasthe desire of the Mushims to be free m thar
homcland A united India will be a Hindu dommated one m
whnch Mushms are suppressed #  Jinnoh tid not agree with the
argument advanced by Gandhi that some Mushm orgamsations
and lcaders have expressed themselves against pariuon  To hum
the plebiscite proposnl was designed to give an opportumty to
Hindu money bags to corrupt divide and disrupt the Muslims and
cheat them of therr just nght ¢

As the talks proceeded an atmosphere of pessimism and gloom
prevail d and ultimately they broke down  Mahatma Gandin not
only refused to consider but emphasized his oppositionto the bastc
demand of the Lahore Resolution®® of the Al Indra Muslim League
He would not recogmse the hundred millions Mushms 1 India as
2 natton ® Gandh started his talks on the basis of C R Formula
which had previously received a joit from the League ™ The
C R Formufa conceded to Pakistan mor or less the same terntory

1bid

sl

The All India Mushm League held 1ts annual sessfon in Lahore on
March 1940 presided by M A Jmnah  Inbis presid ntial address he said
‘The Yundus and Musitms belong to two different red g ous phulosophues socl
customs litersture  They pesther wtermarry por interdme topether and
1ndeed th ¥ b long to two T rent ewilisations whe hate based manly on
conflicting 1deas and conceptions Their aspects on life and of life are different.
It ts qu te clesr that Hindes and denve their inopiration from
different sources of history They have d flerent epics their heroes are different
and different episodes  Very often the hero of oneis a foc of the other
‘To yoke tog~ther two such nations under a single state oncas & numencal
mnority and the other as & majority must lead to growing discontent and faal
destractson of any fabri that may be as built up for the goverameat of sucha
state

Musalmans gr¢ & mation according to any definstion of & nation and
they must have their homelands their territory and ther state ...

“Thus mn s presidential addross Jrmnah fatd the conception of two nation
and resolved for a separate homeland for Indian Mushms  Sec Tndia 5 Prablem
of Her Future Constitution All India Mushm Leagues Lalore Resolution
popularly known as Pakistan pp 13-4

™ The Dany September 26 23 1944

Ibtd Scptember 19 1944 (See editorial)
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astigot i 1947 under the Mountbatten Plan But mn 1944
Jinnah had rejected 1t He demanded the whole of the stx Mushm
proviices and refased the nght of Plebiscite to be given to Hindus
residing 1 those provinces ™ Gandht made 2 serious cadeavour
to persuade Jimnah to accept C R Formula, but failed The dead-
Tock contmued  Gandhup said 1n a statement - “We have parted
as friends  These days have mot been wasted Iam convinced
that Me Jinnah 1s 2 good man I hope we shall mect again® But
he added he could not accept the twoe-nation basis on winch Jinnak
wmssted ®

Dr B § Moonje, the Vice-President of the All-Tndia Hindu
Mahasabha also shared the above views of Gandh  When ashed
whether the Hidu Mahasabha would oppose with the aid of the
Britsh Governinent a jomt demand for Indian mdependence put
forward by the Congress and the Leagne on the basis of Pakistan,
ke replied that fus orgamsation would oppose such a demand with
all the force at us command, but would work for the attanment of
independence for Inda 7

The years 1944~1947 were a trymng peniod for almost all
political parites as also for the British Government of India
About a year after the breakdown of the Gandhs-Jinnah talks, the
Vieeroy, Lord Wavel, presented a plan to settle the constitutional
problem and convened a conference at Simla The plan ‘proposed

* that the Executive Council should be reconstituted and that the

Viceroy should m future make his selection for nommations to the

* Choudhary Khaliquzzaman m s Pathwny fo Pahsstan » 316
commenting on the C R Formula writes ‘Now readimg the Formula as 1t 1s
and companng 1t wth what we witimately succeeded 1n securing through the
actual partition under Bntish Goverament, oue may be inchned to think that
but for the Jast clause (6) alt the other clawses offered by Rajayt for a commpro-
mise were far botter  *

™ Choudhary Khaliquzzaman (op et , p 347) fuetler says that <The
mtial objection taken by Mr Jinnah which he had repeated many times swce
the year 1937 was that Gandtup did not represent even the Congtess and had
50 capaciy to speak on 1t behalf and that he spoke rather for Hindu India *

 The Dawn, October 3, 1944

* The Dawn, September 15, 1944
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crown for appomtment to Jus Executwe from amongst leaders of
Indsan polstical life at the Centre and m the Provinces i propor
tions which would gne a balanced representation of the mam
commutiees tncluding equal proportions of Mos'ems and caste
Hmdus *  Lord Wavell jnvited the names of the representatives of
both the Congress and the league  On behalfl of the Congress its
President Maulana Abul halam Azad presented a Dist consisting
of three Congress Hindus two Congress Muslms and others  But
hinnah declined to accept #t77 He expressed Ius wmability to
submit a fist wathout an assurance that all Mushm members mnst
be Leaguers and the Congress had no nght to nomnate 2 Mushm
He claamed that the Mushim League was the only representatne
body of the Mushims and it alone had the night to nomunate
Musluns for the Viceroys Counal  The deadlock therefore
contiued *

The war ended in May 1945 with 1 weakened Britain  The
tempo of the National Movement in India was at its chmax
National Movements in Malaya Indo-China Indonesia Burma
and Ceylon further inspired the Indian natronahists At Bombay
Karach and Madras the Indian Royal Navy and at Ambala the
Indiwn Armed forces refused to comply with orders ™ Tt was not
a good augury  Ja view of the changed circumstances the Bntish
Government seat to India on March 23 1946 a deputation of
Cabinet Mimisters popularly Foown as the Cabin t Mussion  The
natare of the work entrusted to the Mission 1s expliest from the
speech of Mr Atflee the British Primte Munister on the eve of its
departure on March 15 1946 1Ile sad My colleagues are going
to India with the mtention of using therr utmost endeavour to help
1o attaln ber frecdom ws spe~dily and fully as possible  What form
of Government 15 10 replace the present regime s for India o decide

C H philips op o1z p 377
Humayuvo kabir Musllm Politlcs 1906-47 aund Other Lssays (Caleutta
1969) pp 61 6
% pivhael Edwards op cit p 87
* Herendranath Mukerjee op cir pp 2071-209
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but our deswre 15 to help her to set up forthwith the machinery for
making that decision 80

The Cabinet Mission suggested the formation of a Union of
India, copsisting of Briush India and the States dealing with
Foreign Affarrs, Defence and Commumcation, the grouping of the
provinces mto ‘A’, “B’ and ‘C’ classes, m accordance with their
location and communal population which were to send representa-
tives for the constitution-making body to draft a final constitution
for India 8

At first both the leading political parties rejected the Plan but
later on accepted 1t reluctantly  The election which took place m
July 1946 to the Constitucnt Assembly gave the Congress an over-
whelming majority This pamed Jinnah and he started rasing
difficulties which again led to a deadlock  1bere was a tug of war
between the Congress and the League for power Communal riots
were the order of the day  Insecurity of hife, chaos and confusion
prevaded throughout Inda 8 Ultimately Mr Attlee made an
announcernent on February 20, 1947 stating his Government's
mtention to hand over their responsibiiity ‘to effect the transference
of power 1nto responsible Indian hands by a date not later than
June 1948 % He presented a scheme—the Mountbatten Plan—
which accepted the demand for Pakistan The claim of the Congress
and Sikhs for partivon of Bengal and the Punjab was also not

8 C H Philips, op et , p 378

8 Ihid ,p 382 The grouping of the province was as follows

{4) Madras, Bombay, UP, CP, Bihar, and Omnssa and three Clef

Comumisstoner’s Provinces

(B} Punjab, N-WEP, Stndh and Baluchistan

() Bengal and Assam

52 Lord Ismay told to Hector Bolitho  *There was slaughter everywhere
We Batish had all the responsibility aad none of the powers The police force
was already undermimed, and the civif service were frustrated aad madly
anxious They were blamed by both Nehru and Jmnah for everything that
went wrong® Sce Leonard Mosley, The Last Days of the Brutish Ray (London
1962), p 110 Sce also P D Kaushik, The Congress Ideology and Programme
192047, (Allted 1964) pp 7, 18, 31

#C H Philips,0p cit, p 292
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sgnored  Thus the Congress and the Leapues had come to the
decssive phase of their lamentable history *

The role of the Khaksars during these crucial years appears
to have had no sigmficance  Their silence Jeads one to conclude
that their activit: s revolved round the achievement of sndependence
for India and to achieve it they backed the demand for Pakistan

They lastly appeared on June 10 1947 while the Couneil of the
Mushm League was mecting i the Impenal Hotel New Deliu to
ratfy the Mountbatten Plan for Partitton  This time therr demand
was an undivided Pakistan stretching from Karach: to Calcutta
They were not satisfied with the policy of the Mushm League
which had accepted a truncated moth caten Pakistan  Armed
with belchas they made ther way to the site of the session
rebukung Jinnah and the League  The police after some resistance
repulsed them ®  This was therr Iast publie appearance

tLeonard Mosley in his Lass Days of the Brisish Paf (p 110y says It
was o panicky state of mind which made them (the Indian lendersy easy
prey for the Mountbatten policy of let s get st over with and et out quickly
They were embittered and disilfusloned, For nefther of them was this any
Tongee the Indsa they had known and Joved and thelr attitude was rather like
that of & madly doting father whose daughter has run away with the wrong
man
s Pyarelal  Afohatma Gandbi—The Last Phase P 330 G Allama

Qaid-e A ant Jinnak p 453
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CHAPTER X

EPILOGUE

IN THE TWILIGHT of a vague socio-pohitical discontent of the 1930's
sprang up from among the Indian Mushis a vigorous campaign—
the Khaksar Movement—compristag upper class workers and a
small section of the bourgeols The Khaksars were all young
Muslims s smart mudtary unform, armed with spades The
present writer has a vivid recollection of the days of ns chuldhood
when the Khaksars paraded on city streets on auspicious occasions
The traffic was held up when they marched and crowds of people
assembled to watch them  The Khaksars were a purely mushroont
growth, surpassing all that donmnated the field before their emer-
gence Inspmed by the Red Shirt Movement which had shot mto
prominence about a few years earlrer it did marvels, winmung
sympathies of millions of admirers

Starting with social service, duning the heyday of the Indmn
Natsonalist Movement, they entered polihics and, though quite
unsuccessful, exerted great mfluence on the contemporary political
leaders While rejecting the Cripps proposals as ‘meanmgless
unreal’ Mashriqr corresponded with the leaders of all political
parties to come together on a single platform and rasse the demand
unitedly for complete independence of India  On April 11, 1943,
he sent them a telegram saying

“Your rejectton of Cripps proposals happrest augury for umted
peaceful India  Accept my heartiest congratulations  Myself
fully undertake responsibifity securing by negotiation complete
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independence for Tndi from British Government withint six months
provided Congress League Mahasabha umted demand indepund
ence now also non communally organsed partes for safety of
cvil population everynhere Ready offering ummedntely  half
milthon hbaksars for social service irrespective of caste or creed
Have wired simvlarly other Presidents  Deliberate profoundly
Don t miss entical opportumty *

The fatlure of Cripps brought C Rajagopalachari to come
forward with his formula  But cven before the formulr had been
ginen proper shape Mashriqr and Rojap were in consultation and
the former wrote to the latter  If you can let me know the details
of your proposals 1 shall be able to let you know exactly what I
¢ do i the matter I am also very keen that the present dead
lock be resolved as early ns possible 2 Rajapin reply asked him
to perswade Jinnah to shed his fear of a National Government
India and at least to say defimtely what conditions he can agree
to join the Congress in formung the National Government at once ?

While participating 1n the political affairs of India the Khaksar
leader repeatedly smd that his devlaration to jomn the Congress the
League and the Mahasabha in d d lets d i
for India had nothing to do with the fundamental objectives of
the Khaksar Movement The Khaksar Movement he assured
them was still non political and non communal And when he
agreed for partition of India his attitude was like that of so many
other leading Congressmen who approved of the Parution Plan
to do away with the British Government 4

The Khaksar 1s has been mentioned elsewhere do not have a
compact Iterature  Wherever Mashrigqr contemplated to deliver
any message to the Rhaksars they were very ordinanly published

1 Rhaksars Cff 13 for the Freedomof Ird a
Home Department Fle No 744/45 Tol (I} Pt T Section B
snid
48ce Summary of Allama Mashnigl s Pamphlet entitled Instruetion to
11 K aksars and Khaksar officers in Ind a and Indl m States or Ielpers of the
Mo emer§
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on one or two pages Ther sweeping study reveals to a scholar the
aggressiveness and communalism 1n the Khaksar Movement , proves
Im as a great communal leader who was trymg to carve out a
langdom for the Muslims m India For mstance in his Qaul--Faysel
he sawd, ‘If you have faith then domiate over ali  Keep this com-
mand of the Almighty tn view that we have agam to domunate the
whole world  We have to become 1its conqueror and s rulers "%
The widely circulated pamphlet Islam ki Askart Zindagr remarked-
‘The Quran has proclaimed m unequivocal words to the world
that the Prophet was sent with the true rehigion and defimte
instruction that he should make all other rehigions subservient fo
thus rehgion 5 Sumiarly m s Igribasat--Khaksar, he wrote
reparding Gandhyr  “Your effimmnate leader was the feader of a
nation which never wielded the sword did not fight even one
battle like heroes and did not conquer even one fort dunng the
last many centuries What else the poor creature teach them
except that you are meant to be beaten, so go on being beaten
You have not harmed any one so you should practise non-violence,
curse the enemy from a distance Iike women Telt me frankly
what else could the naked Mahatma teach you ? The poor man not
finding s people fit for anything else devised the rediculous
methods of satyagrah, Ahimsa, non-violence and non-cooperation
m the name of Hindu phifosophy which have staggered the whole
world 77

He condemned the Congress people also who endeavoured to
create an orgamisation fo counter the Khaksars  He regretted the
efforts of Dr Sampurananand and Pt Govind Ballabh Pant for
enbsting sia lakh soldiers m UP to oppose the Khaksars and
his Lashun hi Ser he concluded °It 15 a pity each ndividual
member of the sister community should be amatous fo introduce
the milstary traming among Hindus and should be at lus wits® end

& Qaul-c-Faysel, p 2, Line 8, Cal 2 -
© Islom ki Askart Zindagr, p 9
? Ighbasar-1-Kkaksar Literatnre, p 7 - .
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to sce the sprightliness of the Khaksars "

Such utterances were bound to create suspicion 1n Hindn
circles  Charges of communalism  and narrow sectarianism were
imputed to Mashriqn and hus movement  The Congress mimstries
were not prepared to hoodwink such a revolutionary movement
Ther soldierly hife conception of sovereignty and pohitical domuas
tion of Islam over the whol carth became a much debated subject
with Con_ress people A group of Congressmen wrote to the
‘Working Commuttee of th. All India Congress apprising them with
Mashniqis to establish a most dang form of muilitary
dictatorship m India  In their Notes on the Khaksar Movement
they said that Mashnigis mussion of which he makes no
secret 15 to establish Muslim soveéreignty 1n India if not the whale
world Being a believer n the cult of violence he 1s after gaimng
Iis end by infusing in Mushms the old spint of militarism which
marhed the Mushim conquerors of yore as thewr special trmt
‘The movement 1s fraught with great dancer both for the Govern
ment and the country ® The thing that frightened them all the
more was tccording to them that Mashniqu 15 out to establish a
most dangerous form of military dictatorship sn the country  What
s more the dictatorstup 15 to be the dommnance of the Mushms
over the Hindus  Today hus soldiery 15 armed with spades and
toy cannons  The day 1s commng accordin, to Allama humself
when he would hawe a real and regular miitary foree at disposal
His cond 1on of the Mol and the Mot dan Polits
cians makes Iim out all the more fanatic bent on his own plory
creating chaos 1n the country and benefiting thereby Al other
considerations apart it 15 quite clear that the Allamas out to
crush the Hindus and start once agun the Mohammadan domina
tion of Hindustan 10

®LashunkiSej 0 6
See Aote on the AMaksar Mesement found 1 the A 1CC P'|pcrs Fﬂu

No G 631340
¥ A ICC Papers TileNo F6Y1940 ¥ te on il e Ahaksar Morement

pp 2-4  Sendingthe above note to Acharya Rnpatsn! Deshbandhu Gupta
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Mr X M Munsh: m a confidential note on the situation
wrote to Sir Roger Lumby, Governor of Bombay, about the
Mushim iotention towards war and the Government He sad that
under the nfluence of religion the Mushms mught express their
collective energy m (a) local disorders, (&) attempts to overawe
authority as in the case of Khaksass , (¢) refusal to resist any outside
Muslim power, or (d) a powerful movement 1 sympathy with
Mushms of the nesghbouring countries 2 About the Khaksars he
specifically drew his attention not to et them ‘out of consideration’
Concluding he sasd  “Armed resistance to authority by an orgamsed
Muslim party has eatered practical pohitics The Government of
TIndia which let 3t embarrass the Congress Government m UP 1
now scriously alarmed at its strength  They have destroyed the
mfluence of the Government’s most 1mportant Muslim supporter,
Sir Sikandar, 1 the Punjab itself 2

Shripad Keshav Pathak, a responsible man of Jalgaon wrote
to the local collector that the Khaksar Movement ‘was rapidly
spreading m Jalgaon, and the Hndu citizens were becoming
restless, as thewr methods, tune and mode of organisation 1s
unnatural’ The complamts of Shripad Pathak made to the
Distrsct Magistrate were (1) that the Khaksars paraded every night
and contmued parading till 10 PM and at times till nud-night,
{u) that they took a round of the whole city m untform  with well-
Member Pungab Legislative Assembly wrote (date not mentioned) that ‘the
entire Literatuse of the Khaksar Movement which s fast becoming a tegulat
menace for the peace and tranquility of the country 1s 1n typrcal Urdu
Thus 1s partly responsible for the fact that its real character remams hidden
from most of our leaders to this day  To overcome this difficuity an esteemed
friend who s also an old Congress worker has prepared an exhaustive note on
the movement 1n English after a careful study of Khaksar htetature, at my
vequest

He wrote that 1t was a fasthfol translation and “All thns labour bas been
taken with the sole object of making 1t easier for the leaders of Indian public
opimon {o form a correct estimate of the danger tlns movement might const-
tute for the country n future if allowed to progress uncheched ™ See A-ICC
Papers, G 63/1940

1A K Myumdaz, Advent of Independence, pp 402-3
32 thud
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polished Belchas which could be turned to klling  Afraid of their
military tacties he tequested the DM to take necessaty steps 13

Ansar Harvam a Congress leader wrote to the Congress Genes
rat Sceretary Dr Muhammad Ashraf that the movement was
gaming great impetus and had attracted som of the best Congress
workers He requested lum to get a good leaflet prepared to
denounce the movement ns even the euthonties had started
patronising it 1%

To the Hindus of Madras the movement showed an mfinite
¢apacity for harm and was even more disturbang than 3 nwssance

1

The official view was alsa the sume A Gosverament report
smd while Khaksar propagands glonfying the military aspeat of
the Islamrc futh contamed a ready appeal for the mote impression
able ection of the Mushim public 1t produced equally unfc
effects on other commumities the misguvings of which were ilfustrated
by a sigmficant accession of recrument to the Akali Sena and
clear wndications that the Hindus regarded the Rhaksar movement
as a pan Islamic militant org; bent on blishing Maushm
domunation ¢ The Government of UP in thewr letter to the
Government of India expressed that the Khaksars must b
remarded  @s 1 communal organezation though they have not taken
part in any anti Hindu activities ' To the Government of Bihar
st was purely sectarian despite s professions it ums at & dictator
ral orgamization of a confessedly militanstie type et ®

It was also d that the ph hy underlying the

moyement was @ hotch potch of wreconailable thungs Allama

1Sce A ICC Papers Tile No 5/1939-40 A copy of the above letter
dated January ] 1940 was sent to Dr Rajendra Prasad Congress Presid nb by
Shripad Pathak

tA ICC Paper  File No 11,1939

¥ T1e Hindu September i9 1941

¢ Home Department File No 74141 Pol (1) Part1

1§ ¢R F Mudies leiter to Additional Secretary Home Department
No 515-C¥, {Secret) dated Margh 19 1941

1 See Y A Godbole s letter to Tottenham No 946¢  dated March 18
1941 Home Department File No 74/ Pol {1} Pautl
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Mashuqr talked of the Khaksars as Tew-abiding citizens’, who were
to overwhelm the world by standmng ‘nmited and firm’ and whose
weapons were t0 be the poison of amiabdity and the ‘mact
of hurlity '1®

But an objective study of Mashriqr does not vindicate hrs
expressions The Khaksars happened to be non-communal  They
were overwhelmngly Mushm but they bad never shown mclmation
to do wrong to any community  Service to humanity bewg their
motto, they could not think of dowg harm to anyonc Primanly
an orgatisation purely based on Islamic doctrmes Findus and
Sikhs were also its members and non-Mushms were freely permutted
to perform therr rehgious duties m accordance with the dictates of
their rebigions *® Keeping this 1n view the Khaksars rendered
mertorions services to {amine-striken Bengal m 1943 % Whenever
Mashriqr quoted the postine splendour of Islam it was not to
subjugate Hmdus but to ispire the Mushms to come out of thew
lethargic conditions and whenever he reproached Gandhuys 1t was
not because he was a Hindu  He differed with Mahatma Gandlu
on his doctrime of nou-cooperation and non-violence as he considered
1t a weak policy He had seen ample peaceful discussion with the
British and was not prepared to continue them There was only
one weapon left to be used and that was the spadeto decide the
destiny of India ' While exhorting the Khaksars one would note
the hyperbolic expression with which he used to mspure them  As
has been stated earlier that Hitlerite philosophy had partly mfluen-
ced the social and political 1deas of Mashniqn  He must have gone
through Hitler’s e Kampf which speaks hugh of the mass contact
through popular movement  In hss book Adolf Hitler points out
“The broad messes of a populaiion are more amenable to the

+ ' The Hurdy, Scptember 19, 1941

0 Instruction to Al Khaksars (grven on June 6, 1942)

" The Bombav Chromcle, December 23, 1943 On December 17, 1943
Mashriqu disclosed that the Bengal Premier was determined to stop Kbal sars
from sending destitutes on the plea that the fasune 1 Bengal was ended
The Khaksars, thereupon, decided to go back to their homes agamst the order
of the Bengal Goverpmeat ~ Sec the Stafesmarn, January 8, 1944,
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appeal of rhetorc than to any other force. Al great movements
are popular moscments  They are the volcanic eruptions of human
passtons and emotions stisrd into activity by the ruthless Goddess
of Distress or by the torch of the spoken word cast mto the midst
of the peopl.  In no case have great movements been set afoot
by the syrupy cifusions of aesthetic Iiteratures and drawing room
heroes

The doom of a nation can be averted only by a storm of
glowing passion  but only those who are passionate themselves c1n
arouse passion 1n others 1t 15 only through the capacity for passto-
nate feeling that chosen leaders can wield the power of the word
which like hammer blows will open the door to the hearts of the
peoph.

He who 1s not capable of pissionate feeling and speech was
never chosen by Providence to be the herald of sts will  Therefore
a wrter should stick to s ink bottle and busy himsell with
theoreucal questions if he has the requsite abuity and know
fedge =2

At tme, he msquoted the Holy Quran  Hos allepations in tus
Islam ki Askari Zindag: about the Prophet and the message of God
are not correct Therem he quoted the Quran as saying that  the
Prophet was sent wath the true rehgion wnd defimie instructions
that He should make all other religions subservient to this religion
repardiess 1f this dommation of world causes afifliction to the
hafir  This)s 3 wrong nterpretation of Quran it does not say
that all other rehgions are to be subservient to Islam Islm
teaches tolerance justice and fasr play and such things never occur
m the Holy Book It was Mashnqis egoism that forced um to
mterptet Quran like this  This mav have fghtened the people of
other communities but m his heart of hearts he was never
communal

The hhaksar orgamsation from 1ts outset considered Hindus
“and Musalmans as one nation The Khaksar organ the Radimce

¢ Hitler Mein Rampf pp 100-101

148



EPILOGUB

boldly proclaimed, ‘Here 1s no question of Hindn nation and the
Mushm nation  This division cuts across the communal partihons

If this move of dividmg, by therr favours and purushments, the
Indian population mto two camps, succeeds, 1t will be a very sad
day mdeed. Let no one think that m this way the Hindu and the
Mushms will be separated into two nations—a satisfymg noton for
many  No, this 15 not the result which I force On the other
hand, there wifl be a lime of cleavage passmg through the Hundus
as well as the Mushms ~ The Hindus will be disunted and  dismnte-
grated, the Mushms will also be disunsted and dismtegrated And
1n thss universal dissension, some people will prosper but the nation
as a whole will go under It will serve nobody There will be
neither waity between the Hindus and the Mushms, nor solidarity
among the Mushms nor the Hindus as such

The duty of the Khaksars is clear In plain words, not to
allow such a state of things to happen  The future of our country,
the future of the Mullat 1s at stake  Let us not be detuded by the
prizes which are bemg offered  Let us lay aside all petty quarrels
and disputes  Thus 1s not the time for them  Laft yourself above
persortal and party consideratrons and see whither you are deifting,
what game you are unconsciously playing ? Can you do anythwg
without umty and solidarity *® Thus Hindu-Mushm question never
worrred hunx and whenever he exhorted the Mushms, 1t was not
to sabjugate the Hindus but to drive the Bntish with the swords of
their ancestors  The Khaksars came 1n clash with the Untomist
muasstty of the Pumab and the Congress mumstry of Untted
Provinces not because they wete wiolent but because the former
did mot treat them bumanly and the latter misunderstood their
motives  Sayyrd Murtaza rightly sad that their poston was
“Tang amad ba jang amad’ {when one 15 doven to the necessity of
resorting to violeace he wil take to i), otherwise they were non-
violent #

 The Radrance, August 27, 1943

2 See Legislotive dssembly Debates, Sixteenth Century, September 14
to Scptember 24, 1942, Vol 111, 1942
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Politics they had taken to as a temporary expedient but thewr
motto was social service During the most confused period of
thewe hustory (1941) when Ma hrigy was detasied 1 Jarl Congress
people begged the Khaksars to lund their support to themt i the
Cwvil Disobedicnce Movement  Simdarly the Mushm League also
desined thewr cooperation  But thir Leader Abdul Bogr the
Madar un Nizam strongly opposed the proposal and asserted that
the hhaksars should not join any party > On the contrary he
asked Jinnah to become a m mber of the Khaksar Advisory Board
to gwde them but Jinnah declined  This shows th ir sput to
keep away from pohitics  The choicu of Jinnah could be questioned
as sectarin but there was no commanding personality among the
Mushms except that of Junah or Mashniqu that could have given
the Khaksar a perfeut guide  Thewr approach to the polical
deadlock ruferred to an Chapter 1X eastly 1 ads one to conclude
that they stood for independence of India and f they accepted
Partition 1t was only to get frecdom for Incha ¢ Therr orgamsa
tion cannot be compared with Hiadu Mahasabha or Jan Sangh
which preach open hatred violence and distrust against the Mushms
Certainly they come very near to Ahkal: Dal and Mahabre Dal
which have as their aims  soctal sunvice  brotherhood and love
Whatever Mashriqgs said was 10 the context of Brtsh impenalism
His Pan Islamism was never against Hindus or Hindwsm It was
only a movement dicected agmmnst British rmpenaltsm  Mashnigh
was never antt Fandu

Whenever the Khaksar said that clashes are the test of
obedience or that they flatly reject the constitutional means ® st
was only to embarrass the Government forin all ther movements
one finds nothing but constitutionalism  Too muck talk or agta
tion they would not ke To themt A silent natron 15 a powerful

Home Depattment File No 74/1/4f Tol (fy B¢ U p 97

A Rhaksar leader of eminence wrote to Professor W C Smuth
Hindus and Sikhs muost koow that we are not egainst them  1f weg t power
we w L wosk for themtoo  Seé Modern Inlam da Indla p 272 and footnote

Mo i
Home Department File No 74/6/41 Pol Pt [ p 445
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naton, the power of the English nation lies 10 1ts silence *2 This
they strictly followed  Yet i cannot be demed that their move-
ment raised a suspicton of violence and that many found 1t fraught
with danger, though 1t was above susprcion

Khaksars were charged with having Nazi connections and
therefore dubbed as fifth columnist® This also 18 not correct
There are two crifena on which the bona fides of the Khaksar
orgamisation can be judged  Furst, whether the Khaksars helped
or obstructed the war effort, and secondly, was therr orgamsation
fikely to create communal riots and widen the differences between
the Hindus and Muslins ~ As regards the first Allama Mashrgq
offered 50,000 volunteers® for Butsh Army to fight the Axis
powers  With regard to the second, erough has been sasd earlier
There 15 not a single case on record to prove that the Khaksars were
comnunal or deviated from ther exclusive comeern of socral
serice  They were neither Nazt agents nor fifth colummsts
Moreover there were a number of people who gave themselves out
as Khaksars bat were really in the service of the CID of the Punjab
Government and the Government did not take any action agamst
them  Had the movement been anti-government emuinent men like
Sir Ziya-ud-Din, Sir Raza Al, Nawab Yargun; Bahadur, Miyan
Ahmad Shah would not bave become its members or openly sym-
pathised with 1t

The onigin of the movement 15 traced to the publication of the
Isharat 1 1924 In 1925 Mashniqa wrote to Dr Sur Ziya-ud-Dan,
Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the Ahgarh Mushm Umversity, expressing
s mtention to establish a society and seeh his cooperation  The
P V C replied to Mashrq: that hus proposal entailed ‘sacrifice of
time and money” and 1t was wmpossible for hum to jom hum
It was in the later stages, bemng convinced of 1ts sncenty, that
Sir Zaya-ud-Din though not officially Jowng it, sympathised with

= Ibid, p 546

#8ec Dr Sir Ziya-ud-Din’s statement s the Legislative Assembly,
(Scptembrer 14-24, 1942), Vol 111, 1942

o Ihd
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the movement and did his best for Mashriqi s release and remaval
of the ban ¥

Mashnq founded Ins organisation much b fore the emergence
of Hitler mn Nazi Germany  The sumilanity in some of lis methods
with those of the Nazis was a comerdence  The writings of Htler
had undoubtedly snfluenced the thinking of Mashriqs the plimpses
of which we find 1n the hand bills of Mashngi but to say thot the
Khaksar lead r had German 18 to talk of philosophy not
fact Communism and Nazism both were agamst the teachings of
Istam  Both being anti relimon could not have found any place
with the Khaksars who nigidly followed Quramic impunctions and
the Shanat

So far as the supply of funds from Germany to the organisa
tion was concerned ther was a considerable rumour about it
He could have got all financial support he wished s Indsa
‘Nur Husayn of Tanda Bago had donated about a nullion rupees to
the orgamsation® In fact the Khaksar Headquarters spent
nothing on the orgamsation  Moavin khaksar and Pakbazs had
given all therr property to the Headquarters The equipment of
band horses tents werc contributed by the public and the new
Khaksars provided therr kits themselves 3 There 15 no concrele
evidence to support the allegation of Gurman gold bemg supphed
to Khaks rs  Esen th Gov rament dested the Rhaksars haviag
any connection with the Nazis 3

The propaganda of a Naz: Cell at Aligarh was also of the same

Dt Sic Ziya ud Din i his Note on the Kl aksar Moven ent po uted out
that the Congress Movement also started the propaganda at that time that
the Khaksars were the agents of the Nazs I first wrote to the Foreign
Secretary and to the Durector of Intelligence Buceau from the Irwin Ho mial
Simla to find wheth >t thev had apy informatton In theie possession about the
alleged conn~ction of the hhaksar ancmcnt with the Nazis  Ou recelving
4 v e oo Lhea, o~ 2k ) Se Hams Depart-
ment File No 11140 Pol (I} p 237

¥\ C Smuth Modera Istan in India A Social Analysis (1943) p 273

¥ See the letter of W § Asghar from Rawalpindi to Viceroy dated
Juoe s 1910 Home D pantment Tile No 15/5/36 Pol p 43

1 Home Department File No .3{5/43 Pol (I} p 16
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nature and had po foundation Between 1940-47 the Aligarh
Mushm University was a hot-bed of pohtics  Students and staff
members compnised of C Leagners, C

Kbaksars and every faction claimed to have a considerable follow-
mg m the Umversity  The British Government took advantage
of this situation and charged the Professors with responstility
for the creatton of a German Cell which was not proved
by any scoret mquiry The Professors had to undergo great
hardslup during the World War I The correspondence of Kham
and his famdy makes pamful reading  Mere marrying of German
women or doctorates from German Umversities did not justify
their connection with the Nazis  The arrest of Mrs Khawi on the
pretext of her having connection with the Mazis was all the more
painful  To avoid police mterference Kbamwi samed hus wife as
the editor of the Spurir of the Time, otherwise she had nothing to
do with the paper  Clanifying her posttion Professor Khairt wrote
to Jnah

‘But a Government, part of a mughty empire with glorious
traditions, 15 expected to know that my wife Mrs Fatimah Khair
was 100 p ¢ harmless They ought to have known that her name
as the Editor of the Spirit of the Tume, a harmless monthly, was
merely for the reason of techmicahties and used i spite of her
continuous protests

The paper the Sperit of the Tune, was stopped two months
before the war began  After the war began my wife often said that
1f no other Germaan at Ahgarh was isterncd and only she was
mterned, she could never forgve me for uswg her name as
Editor *®

Regardmg the technicalities referred to above, Khatri explamed
that lus paper was purely Islamuc and its object was solely the
propagation of the ideals of the Mushm League He, bemg a
member of the teaching staff, conld not undertake its editorship and

* Letter of Professor A § Khamt to M A Jinnah, dated October 12,
1940, Delira Duo, Distrret Jail, Home Department, Fale No 11140, Pol (3,
pp 126-27
)
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therefore made his wife its nomunal editor

A study of Khaints correspondence with Jinnah and Nawab-
zada Liaquat Ali Khan reveals that hewas more a Leaguer than
e German m creed  In that very lettee he wrote to Jinnah
expressiag his profound debt of gratitude for the resolution passed
in sympathy with hus aggneved family requesting the Government
for immediate release  For this gemerous act he wrot to
Liaquat Al Khan

As I do not know the whereabouts of Mr Jinnah I am
enclosing a letter of thanks 1o lum for the kind resolution 1n the
Leagues Counail  Its contents are also for you Please do read
them It 13 not necessary to wnte the same thing over to you
also  But please be assured of my most sincere feelings towards
you

I do not know whether my letter from Jhans: Jal 1n the Jast
week of September reached you

Congress people constantly keep on comungnto Jail to Took
after thewr humblest workers. Leigue people seeni to be afraid
even to acknowledge the recetpt of letters from their former collea
gues  Perhaps 1 ought not to wite letters fo them in ord r not
to contaminate them 1 would not do it in future if § could get
the slightest lunt to this effect  Perhaps not acknowledging the
seceipt of a former letter is meant to be a hint ©

The helpless and disttlusioncd Khain died 1n September 1945
in poverty and desperation o teward that every patriot has
receved for raising hus voice agamst the tyranny of foreign rule #
and as to what happened to Mrs Rhamt and her chidren the
records of the Home Department are silent

The assault on Jinnah by a Khaksar named Rafiq Sabir made
the movement susprcious ond placed Mashnigt o a very tight
corner  Prior to this incident Jinnah was tantly in receipt of

1 Letter of Professor A $ Rhaunt to Nawsbzadn Liaquat Al Khan,
Generul Secretary A1 M League dated October 10 1940 from Dehrn Dont
District Ja! Home Dep riment File No 1140 Pol (f)

G Aflama op e¢it p 298
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threatening lefters by anonymous Khalsars On June 27, 1943
one of the leading Xhaksars wrote to mm  “If your uitimate goal
15 Pakistan, then 1n order to brmg the stage of its attainment nearer,
for God's sake arnve at a compromuse with Gandlyp . We
request you to see Gandhyi mn jad ummediately, otherwrise (sore)
of us, tisking our lves, shall make you the farget of our bullets "
The whole episode narrated by Hector Bolitho convinces the reader
of an organised conspiracy agamst Jimnah by the Khaksars and
Mashriqt  But this conclusion appears to be one-sided  Greater
enemy of the Khaksar than Jmnah was Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan,
the Premuer of the Pungab, who mobilised his forces agaimst them
causing the death of many Khaksars But Khalsars did not
take any action agamnst him and actually shed tears whie accom-
panyag lus funeral  How could then they go agamst the Qawd~1-
Azam? Rafig Sabir was uadoubtedly a Khaksar and there 1s ro
denymg the fact that Jinpah mght have received anonymous fetters
from Khaksars as well, but to say that the assaifant was selected
for a murderous attack by the orgamssation does mot appear to
betrue  May be Rafiq Sabir would have done 1t of on hus own
accord

Mashnigr and Jwnah differed only on the gueston of
communal settlement  As stated in the foregomg pages 1t was
Mashnqr'’s earnest desire to bring about a settlement between Gandiy
and Jmnab, and for that be asked the Khaksars to send letters,
telegrams and messages to Junah latest by July 26, 1943 Mashriqr
regarded it a great sin that Indian ndependence should be delayed
on account of the obstacle of Pakistan® and more than two Iakh
Ietters, telegrams and resolutions were sent to Jinmah and Viceroy
Had he thought otherwise, he would not have waited for such a
long time  But Mashnq: loved concthation and throughout the
whole cousse of the movement he stuck to it even atthe time of
Tauch crttical moments 11 the history of the movement He even
asked the Qaid--Azam that he ‘must discard his trousers and coat

* Hector Bol(tho, Jinal  Creator of Pahsstan (London, 1954), p 144
* Hore Departmest, File No 28/5/43, Pol (1), p 148
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(English costurnes) and  become a servant of Islam and a general
hike Caliph Omar

The entire movement was based on rehigion—TIslam—empha
sizing rebigious discipline within and without the orgamzation  His
Ta kirah presented a remterpretation of Islanue values from the
pomt of view of the twenticth century hberalism  He was convinced
that the Muslim commumty in Indra could not come out of its out
dated 1deas unless a reorrentation of Islam was seriously taken up
1In search of this he had gone too fir and invited the wrath of the
conservalve section of Mushim socicty  The Moulavi dislikes to
quote lim  the Khaksar Movement because when the military and
soldierly ability has been .cquired when the strength for con
querng forts has been developed and when they have learnt to be
ready at one clanoncall  who then would gne him bread to
eat ¥ Hegoeson tosay  Itis not wrnitlenn the Quran that
you should collect round the Moulawi to give an impetus to his
trad and hvelihood ¢ His message was therefore a departure from
the current mnterpretation of Islam

About fity years ahead of lum Sir Sayyid m the nmeteenth
century also pave 1 Uberal interpretation of Istam  But tlus
reort ntation of Islamic seripture was to meet the challenge of
Chnstianity as he was convinced thiat western liberal ideas and
scientific approach would make the English educated Muslims
heretic  But Mashriqt had no such consideration nor did he
approach Islam through the touch stone of science  As a confused
and discontented Mushum his interpretation facked the basic qualities
of a reformer Morahty and spintualism find no place n his
phitosophy and the thing that mattered to him was materialism
Such an interpretation was not likely to do good fo Islam

* Allsma h b with tte
cowardly assault on the Q.ud jAzam (Mr M A.Jmnnh) “The leaflet purports
to have been print d at the Ansa: Press Delhs by Pir Mubammad Khan
{(found 1n File No  23/5 43 Pol. (1) Home Depariment)

¢ Mashnq Qaul { Fovsel p Ul hine -8

1 Mashniqe Moutavi Ra Ghalat Mal 3 No 1 p 6
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Natugally it could not win favour esther from the Mushms or from
the Hindus  The Mushms called hum a herefic®® and the Findus
calfed his movement a most dangerous form of miltary
dictatorsmp @ Truly speaking, Ius writings are replete with
exhortations to the Musalmans to be agam the sonqueror of the
world and condemnation of thew degeneration conng m the wake
of the abandonment of miitary hfe which Islam msistently imposed
on us followers But whatever he said 15 to be judged in the
socio-political bachground of thirties when the British bayonet
without discrimmation was used m India  He never mumed at
subjugating the Hmdus and whatever he said should be judged n
the context of the British m India

The Khaksar Movement suted the dis-spmfed and disorganised
Mushms of the thirties The frustration caused by World War I
had very much to do with the mception of movement and its
rdeology  Unemployment of University graduates who were ready
to sell their talents for Rs 35 a2 month or to go m for memal
services even en lower emoluments was a common feature
During this period of gloom and despondency the Khahsar
Movement ‘cast a powerful spell on the more ardent Mushm
youths' to whom the Khaksar’s banner provided a message nscrshed
on 1t ‘Action and Glory *#  Its discipline, scif-sacnifice, smpheity
and social service and ifs teachmg that every Musalman was a
soldier 1n the service of Allah and the commumty attracted the
attention of the frustrated Musalman It shook up the siumberng
masses to thewr 1esponsiblities and mspired them with the glorious
past that had won faurels  Snmultansously with the growth of the
Khaksarsm other voluntary orgamisations also cropped up with the
ostensible purpose of social service  They all awakened the masses
and stepped up the struggle for mdependence

Towards the end of 1945-46 thewr strength consderably
mereased  The movement got impetus m the Punyab, United

¢*8ee Foreword of Professor M Al-Fazl, 0p ait,p 13

# AJCC Papers, Notes on the Khaksars Movement, File No G63/1940
“Phutip Talbot, quoted by the Hindd, September 19, 1941
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Provinces  Sindh and North West Frontter Prosinee In other pro-
vinces the movement was corng up brick by buck The feadership
of the movement ws retained by upper class m o mostly deahistic
and antel I—but the org fi d mostly in cities
small towns were not touched Since the movement failed o
present any economic pragramme 1t did not appeal either to the
proletariat or the people of the lower strata of soctety  The spade
their svmbol no doubt presented 4n jdea of the digmty of honest
labour but the poor did not understand ifs phirlesophical basis
It could be used as a pillow to sleep a pot to cook a plate to eat
a glass to take water from and a weapon for safity
For a pretty long time the movement was ranklingin the

bosom of the Government which planned uts extinction  Confiden-
il consultations of the provineral Governments assured the Home
Department that the Khaksars had their own way of worlang and
the :mmediate extinction of the khaksars was out of question It
was this fear that pressed the Government to deal with the
Khaksars with great high handedness

The decade before Independence was full of turmoil and chaos
sphit betreen Hindus and Mushms was more apparent than ever
before  Communahsm dommated every walk of hfe  The fear of
British withdrawal from Indin without independence influenced the
poley of every politial party ‘The answer to thus fiar was frequent
1y given 1n the forebodung of the duclaration of ervi) war among the
mayor political parties It was also fewred hat there would be
regton wise wars The Stkhs would not tolerate Mushm domumtion
The orthodox rehigious minded Pathans would orgamse themselves
and make the best use of such 2 rire opportumty Commumists
and Socmlnts would carve out ther onn places  The big fendal
states which had lost thewr ternitory to the British would suze it
agan with the help of thew armies Unier confusion as that
prevathng dunng the reign of the last Mughals would reign supreme
and out of st 1t wis rumourcd the mibtant Khaksars would
emerg victonous W C Smuth opmes that Mashngi foresaw a
persod of chaos 1n Indin nnd called together under lam an arm~d
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force to seize power ¢ But 1t 1s too far-fetched a conclusion
Mashrigs, as stated atready, was not violent and had he ever desired
to sewe power he could have donme it with the help of such a
powerful orgamsation But he had no such ideas Of course
Hindus were afraid of 1t and this 1 the reason why Hindu and Sikh
private military organssations were formed Bat a sudden drift
changed the political shape of the country The Mushm League
accepted the June 3 Plan and the Khaksars came m clash with the
Lecague

After Partition their leadershup i India waned, bringmg the
whole organisation to an abrupt end and shatterg the whole body
of Khaksars who marched to action for God and His Prophet, for
nation, for sovereignty, for peace, for the sacmfice of hfe and
propetty 1 the way of God, and for the humanity at large The
Tast days of Mashriqi were not devord of social service and politics
At Ichhra, the old headquarters of hus socio-political activities, he
founded the Istam League m 1948 and contiued to serve his country
in spite of his old age ¥ Perseverance, austerity and above all the
fatal discase of cancer had exhausted all hus energtes and he fell to
the onslaught of death after a protracted 1llness at Lahore on
August 27, 1963 at the age of 75 The obsequies was performed
m Adara--Alyah, the headquarters of the Khaksar Movement at
Ichhra, Lahore, the cherished place from where Mashniqr rose to
eminence and which ultimately took him nto its bosom for ever

W C Smuth, op at,p 276

“Dr Y B Mathur m Ius article ‘Khaksar Mowmem’ {published 1n
Studies i Islam, Vol VI, No 1,1969, p 6] footnotc) says about the post-
partitton activities of Mashrigr as follows

“He founded Istarn League 1n 1948 and vehemently opposed the principle
of panty between East and West Pakista till ail umts in West Pahistan emerg-
ed 1nto one sinple umt on the basis of solidarity of West Pakistan  He wanted
East-and West Pakistan to be one umt and pleaded for one common language—
Urd d onc commen cult Isl, for the v hole of Pakistan  He also

western and and d of

Islamic democracy i the country On Apnit 2, 1957 he was expelled from Istam
League by 2 deeision of the Council of Islam League on the plea that he
nserably fasled to hiberate Kashmir due to the 16ss of mental cquilibrium
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Thus ended a movement which entered Indran politics hle a
flooded riser but vamshed hke a summer storm Ieaving behund only
1ts memories to enable hustorians to recount its bygone vanity
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