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A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE SIKHS 
The word Sikh is the Punjabi form of Sanskrit 

Shishya, which means a learner or a disciple. The 
Sikhs as a community are the disciples and followers 
of the GUff/S, Nanak 10 Gobind Singh, who created 
out of the disunited and emasculated fabric of society 
in Northern India a well·knit horu'geneous body of 
people devoted in a bold and selfless spirit to the 
service of their countrymen. Guru Nanak, the founder 
of Sikhism. was born at Talwandi Rai Bhoi (now called 
Nankana Sahib), to the wuth-west of Lahore 
(Pakistan) in April 1469. He was a revolutionary, 
religious and social "former according to whom the 

political and cultural d~mination of the people by the 
ruling and priestly classes was chiefly responsible for 
their degeneration. Their emanicipation. he thought 
could only be brought about by a new consciousness 

which shou id instil into them the unity and fatherhood 
of God and the equality and fra'emity of man. He 

refused to recognize the distinctions b~tween man and 
man and between thp sexes created by the old caste 
systems and other orthodox social conventions and 
proclaimed that all women born were equal in the 
eyes of God. 

He felt that the real cause of the misery of the 

people was their disunity born of diversity of belief. 

He sought. theirfore, to bring tliem together both in 

thought and deed. He inculcated a common mode of 
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worship and a common social organization based on 
equality of man. He laid the foundation of Sangal, 
or mixed congregations. where his disciples met in the 
evpnings as brothers-in-faith, sang the hymns of the 
Guru and derived inspiration for remoulding their 
lives. He also established a free community. kitchen 
Guru ka langer. where a" sat and ate together in the 
same row (Pa .. gal) , regaredless of distinctions of 
caste. creed 0' status in life. The Hindus and the 
Muslims, the Brahmins and the Sudras were thus 
brought by Guru Nanak to a common social level. 

Unlike many other saints and reformers of India 
Guru Nanak did not confine pimself eyc!usivelv to 
a life of prayer and devotion, He refused to sit idle 
in slumbering meditation while Ns people groaned 
under the heel of the oppressor. He awakened them 
to a new consciousness and upbraided the rules of 
his day. saying: "kings are butchers. cruahy their knife 
Dharma or the sense I!lf duty and responsibility, has 
taken wings and vanished: According to him" it was 
only fools and idiots who ruled' with lillie regard to 

the good of the people. 'The kings.' according to Guru 
Nanak should be the dispensers 01 equality and justice 

This was a massage of hope to the people to shake 
off their cowardice and dependance and to have faith 
in God 'who could in an instant, demolish the ala 

kingly edifices and raise the lowest of the lowly to 

the highest pedastal: His institutions of Sangat and 
Ptinl!(/ I brough, before ,he people the vision 0' • 
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classless democratic society whore all could claim 
equal status. This made Guru Nanak a symbol of 
manly independence and self-reliance, which, as history 

shows, helped create a p·ople whose like in indomitable 
courage and dogged tenacity in war and peaCe has 
yet to be seen. 

Guru Nanak was a great traveller. For forty years 

he travelled throughout the length and breadth of 
India to preach his message, and wen!' to Mecca and 
Bag~dad in the West and to Burma and Ch;na In the 
East, Wherever he went he proclaimed that their was 

but one God, not of the Hindus or of the Mussalmans 
but of all mankind. Under whatAver name He Is 
worshipped or remembered - Rama, Allah, et£.,-He 
is the one, formloss, invisible, uncreated creator, fear

less and friendly, groat and bountiful, The worship of 
God is not the exclusive privilege of a priestly clas9. 
He is best wrmhipped in selfless service of humanity 
wherei~ every man and woman should participate to 
deserve His bles_ings. He protested against idolalOry. 
blind surperstition and empty ritual which had sapped 

religious faith and morality and parted the hearts of 
men from lI'eir Creator. 

' In the doctrine, of Nanak . says C. H. Payne, 
"morality hold. a higher place than in those of any 
other Hindu retormer. Few, even of the world's great 
philosophers, have laid down a more exalted moral code 
than is to ba found in the Pages at the Gr.1Ith Sahib 
('he Sikh scripture) . Purity of life is set forth as the 
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highest object of human endeavour ... Loyalty, chastity, 
honesty, Justice, mercy and temperance are among the 
virtues on which vital stress is laid". 

Guru Nanak did not advocate renunciation or 
asceticism, Towards the end of his life he sell led down 
with his family and sons at Kartarpur (Pakistan) 
opposite to Dera Baba Nanak in the Gurdaspur district. 
He was a prophet of the people whose serv ice, to him, 

was the greatest happiness of life. He lived amongest 
them, shared their sOJrows and pleasures and taught 
Ihem the way of honest and truthful living. " Truth 1'1, 
higher, but higher still is truthful I iving." said he. 

He wished his disciples 1o be serve nt of God and 
His people. "Having created the human body,' God 
has installed His verysetf therein, 'said he. And, 'this 
world is the Chamber of God wherein Ihe True One 
r.sides'-I" jagg sachehe ki hoi ko lMi , sachehe ka meh 
vas, Therefore, with his human body, ' Let us be of 
service in this world so that we may find a seat in t~e 
court of the Lord:Vi ch d1l1m iya sev hamayie , ta" dargeh 
baisa" polye , 

He was held in affeclion nOI only among hi. 
Sikh disciples but also among his Hindu and 
Muhammadan countrymen who honoured him as 
a holv Saint and called him Baba Nanak or Nanak 
Shah. On his death in 1539 at Kartarpur he was 
cl€imed by both as their own. and they both in thelf 
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2. Guru Angad 

3. Guru Amar D 6S8 

4. Guru R.mdas 

5. Guru Ariun 
6 . Guru Hargobind 

7. Guru Har Rai 

B. Guru Har Krish.n 

9. Guru Teg Bahadur 
10. Guru Gobind Singh 
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Guru Ramdes died in 1 581 and his son and 
succe~sor Guru Arjan, the fifth Guru added to the 
fame and glory of the town. He had the tank built 
in lime masonary. and constructed a temple in the 
centre of it. This temple, the Darbar Sahib, now 
known 8S tt.e Golden Temple, is 8 symbol of the 
culture and conduct of the Sikh pe~ple, It enshrines 
• liberal religious tradition consecrated by noble 
deeds of piety. sacrifice and heroism. Unlike the old 
Indian temples with a single entrance, it ha. four 
doers opening out in four different directions offering 
welcome to all without any discrimination of class or 
creed. Dedicated to no particular deity, with no idol 

or image installed in it, it has no sectarian bias. 

on the banks of this sacred tank and in the 
"racincts of the holy temple Guru Arjan composed 
and sang hi. hymns and preached his massage. He 
was a saint and scholar of rare piety and literary 
attainments, His compositions bespeak the great 
depth of his mind and sublimity of his thoughts, full 
of di vine love and human sympathy. It was reserved 

for him to compile and install in the Sikh sanctuary 
the holv book of the Sikhs which is the only object 
of religious reverence and worship for . them. The 
Gu,u Grantll SIIiIib, as this great bock 18 called, which 

Includes not onli the hymns of the Sikh Gurus but 
also of a number of Hindu, Muslim and the so called 
unrouchable saints and sages of India, may rightly 
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be called the bible of the people. The most remarkable 
thing about it is that it is written in the 8pol<en 
language of the people to whom tM Masters delivered 
their massage of devotion to God and service to 
humanity In addition to its cosmopolitan character 

and out look It is the only scripture which has come 

do Nn through the generatio~s In its original form 
without the change of • single letter or a vowel sign. 

Its first man usc' ipt is preserved in Gu,dwa,a Sheesh 
Mehal at Karterpur in the Jullundur district. The 
c .. ntral temple of Amritsar and the holy Guru G,anth 

Sahib gave to Sikhism the shape "f a regular Church. 
The teachings of the Gurus the ebolition of the 

dividing distinctions of caste and creed and the estab
lishment of Sikh congregations throughout the country, 
with Amtit"ar es their Mecca pnd the G,anth Sahib 
88 their Bible, made the Sikhs a living community 
devoted to the moral and social regeneration of the 

people. The spirit of service and self-sacrifice engendered 
by the teachings of the Gurus crystallized at the time 
of Guru Arian into distinct national traits. 

The increasing popularity to Guru Ariun among 
Hindus end Muslims aroused suspicions in th8 mind 

of Emperor Jehangir, who wrote in his autobiography 
the Tuzki jehangi,i, that "a Hindu, Ariun by name 

lived . in the garb of 8 Pi, and Shaikh and c.ptlva
ted the hearts of many simp'e minded Hindus. and 
looliah and 81upid Mllalim • . by hi' ways and means ... 
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They called him Curu, and from all directions fools 
and fool-worshippers were attracted towards him and 
expressed full faith in him. From three or four g.nera
tions they had kept this shop warm, For years the 
thought ha" been presenting itself to me that I should 

either put an end 10 this fal! e 'raffic or t~at he (Guru 
Arjun)should be brought_ into the fold of Islam. "Then 
refering to Ihe allegation against the Guru having 
blessed his rebelious son Khusro, he said:" [ i"Uy 
knew his heresies. I ordered that he should be brought 

into my presence. and having handed over his houses 
mansions and children to Munaza Khan and having 
confiscated hi. property. I ordered that he should be 

put to death with tortures." The orders were carried 
out and the Guru was tortured to death in 1606 A. D. 

Guru ArJun thus suffered martyrdom at the 
altar of his faith. His succe,sor. Guru Hargobind. 
seeing thai the tyranny of the mugal authority in 

India had became unbea'able. re'ega'ed the rosary to 

the treasury and accorded sanction to the use of 'teel 
in the] defence of Dlrarma and for the protection of the 
oppressed. He himself wore two swords on the occassion 

of his succession at Akal Takhl at Amritsar as emblems 

of spiritual and temporal authority - Piri and Miri
the combination of Deg and Tegh-the kettle to supply 
food to the needy the sword 10 smite the oppressor. 
This was the first step towards the transformation 01 
Sikhism Inlo a militant church. 
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Mohsin Fanl. a contemporary of GuruHargobind, 
tells us in his Dabislall-i·Mazahib that 'the Guru had 
seven hundred horses in hi. stables; and three hundred 

cavaU.rs and sixty altillerymen were always in his 

service.' This W"S the first corps of Sikh volunteers 
raised by the Guru et Amritsar. It was nea' the site 
of the Khalsa College that the Sikhs fought in 1628 
their first batlie against fhe Mughal 'orces of Emperor 
Shahjahan. 

But Guru Hargobind was not e more soldier. He 
was primarily a saint. a Gur" the sixth in direct splri· 
tual inheritance flam Guru Nanak. He had taken to 

martial ways with a view to crea'ing among his people 
a will to reslstaree and preparing them to etand up 

!o the tyranny and oppression of Ihe .uling race: Guru 

Hargobind's replv to a QUQstlon by the Maratha saint. 
Shri Samarin Ramdao is very significant. During his 
rambles in No.thern India, Sam.,lh Ramdas met GUIU 
Hargobind at Srin3ger in about 1634. Fullv armed 
and riding a horse. the Guru had just re'urned from a 
hunting excursion. ·1 had heard that you occupied 

the gaad; of Guru Nanak: said Ramdas. Guru Nanak 

was a tyar.; sadd,,-a saint who had renounced the 

"""Id. You are wearing arms end keeping an army 
and horses. You allow YOtlrself to be addressed as 

Sacha Paashah, the True King What sort ef a Sadh .. 

A.e you 7' asked the Maratha sainI. Gu.u Hargobind 
replied: ' Internally a hermit lind e><1ernaliy 8 prince. 
Arms mean prolection to the poor and destruction to 
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the tyrant. Baba Nana" had nat renounced the world 
but had renounced maya I. e. self and ego-' 

~~, ,"fiR ~IIT lffiI'f 'Ii~T ~ Q">/tu 
~ Ifmr '1ft U"l!!1rT 'II~ 'iiI >ri'ffim I ~"rl 
'fl'f~ ~tm, ~ ~,"flmT lIT, l!TlIT <llTtTT tit I 

These words of Guru Hargobind found a ready 
resconce In the heart of Ramdas, who, as qu oted in 
Pothi Patlja' Sakhiatl spontaneously said, 'this 
appealeth to my mind- yeh ham,e mati bhavti ha;·'. 
He found In the words of the Guru an· expression of 
his own Inner spirit and latent Ideas. He seems to 
have realized that the Marathas, who had much in 
common with the people of the Punjab in their physi
cal and spiritual make-up. could well imbibe the splrl' 
of the Guru and col/aborate with the Sikhs in resisting 
and vanquishing the Intolerant Mughels. 

The vision of Guru Hargobind and Sama,lh 
Ramdas was fullilled In the eighteenth.century, 

Guru Hargoblnd was a great milSionary as wel/, 
and it was a result of his own work and that of the 
orders of Udasir and Masands. and other organizations 
encouraged and strengthened by him. that. the faith of 

Sikhism spread beyond the boundaries of India. To 
Ihis Mohsln Fani bears witness saying that there were 
not many cities in the inhabited counlries whare sorne 
Sikhs wefe nOI to be found. 
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Guru Hargoblnd was succeeded by Guru Har Ral 

whose assistance to the fugitive philosopher-prince 
Darb. Shikoh exited the lOyal [wrath Aurangzeb 
wreaked his vengeance upon Guru Tegh Bahadur, the 
ninath Guru, who had espoused the cause of the 
Kashmiri H'ndus. Accusing him of proselytising 

activities and of association with sufi saints, such as 
Hafiz Adam and others, for whom he harbou red In his 
mind the deepest hatred, the Emperor ordered the Guru 
to be put to death and his body to be cut in 
four pieces and hung at the lour gates 01 the fort 

of Delhi. 

[Guru Goblnd Singh the tenth aAd last of the 

Gurus., has been rightly called the soldler-saint 01 
Indi!} In hi. youth he apolied himself closely to ... If
educetlon and was deeply 'mor88Sed by the Idea that 
God had been sending saviours trom time to time to 
uphold righteousness and to destroy evil. He felt that 
he himself had this mission to perform in his own 
country which suffered undBf the yoke of religious and 
political _ tyranny. The teachings of his predecessors 

and the unique examples ot martyrdom had alevated 
the spirits 01 tha Sikhs. But the old social shackles 

of the Hindu community. such as caste system. had 

not yet been completely broken. This hindered the 
growth of homogeneous well-knit class 01 people 
Inspired by a common n.tlonal Ideal. In fact. the 
Idea of nationalism had not yet been bom in thl. 
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country. The ancient Idea of the division of I.hour had 
created among the people well marked groups and 
classes which, with the passage of time. had developed 

into rigid castes with deep-rooted prejudices. The Sikh 
instilutions of Sunga! and Pangat had gone a long 
way towards demolishing caste But the difference in 
the SOcial level of the loweaste Sudras and the high 
born Brahmins and K.halliyas was so great that they 

could not join together in any common cause . T r ese 
differences and prejudices could only b. aQoliohcd by 

a bold reform, r. ready to fight at once tM religious 
fraternities and the political r"lers of the land. 

The first thing to do was to chang a the p.~chology 
of the people. Thrs the Guru achievetl by inlloducing 
a new form of baptism, and enjoining upon the 

bap'ised Sikhs. to be called the Khalsa, the master's 
Own, to wear, in tuturA , the same fivp signs, all 
begining with the leiter K. Kesh (uncut hair), K."gha 
(8 comb), Kuchha (a pair of shorts), KaT. (an iron 

bracelet) and Kirpa .. (a sword). Bravery, as much as 
truth and purity, was to be their religion. The Khalsa were 
inspired by a sense of divine mission, and·no fear of 
any eJrthly power was to deflect them from t~eir 

duty. A tremendous change was thu. brought about 
in the character of the people. The lowest of tile low 
in society. the sweepers, the barbers and the con

fectioners. wele transformed, as if by miracle, into 
doughty waf/iors who, along with the . baptised Jats 
and Khatris, fought under the Guru's command as 
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many 88 fourteen battles, in twelve of which They wm 
distinctly successful against the imperialist forces. 

In addition to being a great so!disr, Guru Gobind 
Sings was a versatile scholar, pOssesing an aloquent 
end forctlul "yle of writing. With a sword 
dangling by his side and a bow and arrows ready, at 
hand, he woul" write his verses in the field of battle 

while directing the moments of his men in aCliQn 
against the enemy. There is hardly any IHerary 
subject that he has not treated with grace and facility 

In ail the three languages then current In Nortt em 
In dis- Pe'sian, Punjabi and Sr ij.. He has ""ritten 
In praise of God, enunciating his o .. n betiefs and 
doctrines as a monotheist. He has extensively 
translated and summarized the ancient religious 
literature of India and has given us an autobiography. 
His writings cover about '300 large .• ize pages and 

are available under the title of Sri Dasam Granth or 

the Book (If the tenth Guru. 
The aim of Guru Gobind Stngh In fou ~ding 

tha Khalsa was to build up 8 nation of the Putifred 
Ones who would be free from fear and selfishness. BUI 
the rulers of tha tima the Hindu rajas of the Shivaliks 
and the Great Mughel 01 Delhi, saw in the activities 

of the Guru a thraat to their own pOwer. At thair own 

initiative and also under ordars from the Emperor 
AurangzeD, the Hill rajas and the Governor of Sirhlnd 
taunched 8 regular war against him. Inspite of the 
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heavy odds, the Guru Cl'ntinued t~e struggle. Alter 
his twelfth b.ttle he had to leav ' his ?ncestral home 
at Anandpur for Malwa territory, south of the Sutlej. 
Two of his sons", tre killed fighting in the battle 
of Chamkaur while tne younger two. eiaht and six 
years old. betrayed by a servant, were butchered to 
death undEr the orde's of the Governor of Sirhind in 
the Xmas week of 1704. But they hava left a erma
nent imprint on the pages of history. True TO the spirit 
of their grandfather and grut great-grandfather and 
the teachings of thEir faith. they stood unShaken 
againsT the t~ranny of the ruling fanatics. No threats 
of tonures end no fear of death could frighten them, 
nor could tt e promises of a co'!'forteble future allure 

them to edjure thel. faith. Bricked up alive and 
suffot:ateo to unconciouoness. the, resolutely refused 
to embrace Islam and accepted the bUTcher's knife with 
which they were slowly done to death. 

But how great and unrevengelul was GuruGobind 
Singh I, He had taken to t~e sword only as a la~1 

reson. He readily accepted the invitation of the dying 
Aurangzeb and oet out for the Deccan to see him 
for peaceful negotiations to solve the problem of 

the struggling Punjab. And afler the death of 
the Emperor he would not seek to destroy 
his enemy's sons in distress, but like a true saint 

&oldier, he stood for justice and lent a helping hand 
to the rightful heir Prince Muazzam Bahadur Shah 
against his usurping brother. The new emperor 
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Bahadur Shah gmtefully acknowledged the assl.tanc,> 
of the Guru in the battle 01 Jajau and presented to 

him on July23, 1707, at Agra, a rich edress of honour, 

The negoliations could not, however, be resumed 8S 

Bahadur S'ah was not yet fr.e from his difficulties 
and had to march to the South to suppress the 

reb.lIl"n of his young" brat 1er Kam Ba~hsh, Tne 
Guru, therefore. accompanied him to the Deccan, and 
bEt\ore the negotiations could come to a successful 

conclusion, h. was fMally stabbed 8t Nandea by an 
agent of the Nawab of Sirhind. He died on 
Octol>-r 7, 1708, 

Th - I'ne of religiOUS succession ended with the 
tenth Guru Gobind Singh, Tha Mdster'. word in the 
holy Guru Granth Sahib was h3ncefo·th to be the 
spiritual guide of the SIkh people who were to reco
gnize in the joint personality of an assembly of five 

t'ue baPtized Singhs the spirit of the Guru. The comm
unity at large or through their elected representatives 
assembled in a ceng,egotion. delibd,ating in the 
mystic presence of Ihe Guru, represented by the Holy 
book, was to be considered 'the Guru- Panth, rhe supr
eme r.ligious and secular authority of the Sikhs in all 
matlers and at all times. This democratic secularization 
of religion. ao we shall preaently 88e, greatly influenced 

the life and conduct of the Sikh people who, I'ke their 

splfltual Masters, became Ihe poineers of freedom 
movements in Northern India, establishing In the 

eighteenth century. socialistic republics, in the foom 
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of Sikh misals and panchayats in the Punjab. 
Guru Gobind Singh had, before his death. 

reclaimed at Nanded an ascetic Bairagi. Madho Dos. 
converting him 10 his fait' with the name of Bando 
Singh and reluming him with Promethean fire '0 

con,inue his struggle for freedom of the Punjab from 
under he oppre~sing yoke of the Mughols. 

The Sikhs under his command soon embarked on 
a career of coquest and within a few months of his 
arrival in 'he Punjab dislodged the Mughal power 
from the Cis-Sutiej territories. Samana. Shahabad 
and Sadhaura were among the first Impor.ant plaees 
to fali to Banda Singh who occupied the fort of 
Mukhlis-garh to the North-Ea$t to Sadhaura to make it 
his capital. He next moved in the direction of Sirhind 
whose governor. Wazir Khan, came out to meet 
him with a large force end an innumerable host 

01 Muslim crusadars. The baltle was fought on the 
plain of Chap per Chiri on May 12, 1710. The cold 
blooded murder of the young 80ns of Guru Gobi~d 
Singh assJCiated with the town and its governor was 
still fresh in the memory of the Sikhs. They made 
so strong and 8weeplng an altack that the enemy 
could not stand agai""'t them. Wazir Khan Wag 

Itilled In the battle and the capital of Sirhind was 
occupied on the third day, 

The victory of Sirhind placed at the disposal of 
the Sikhs the entire province from Kamal to Lhudlona 
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and broke the first sad in their ullimate conquest of 
the Pan jab in the days to come. Sardar Baj Singh. a 
companion and counsellor of Banda Singh. was 
appointed the governor of the conquered territory; 
with Ali Singh of Salaurli as his deputy. Fateh Singh 
of Bhai ke family weB given the charge of Sdmana. 
and Ram Singh. brother of Baj Singh, that of Thene.or, 

jointly with Baba Binod Singh. 

B.nda Singh fixed upon Mukhllsgarh as his 
headquarters, repeire~ its old fort and renamed it 
Lohgarh, or the Iron Cdstle. He as&umed royal 
authority; not in his own name but in the name of 
the Guru, whose Knal>a and Band", o. chason sfave, 
he prOC'aimed himself to be, He struck coins irr the 
name of Guru Nanak-Gobind Singh with the follow'ng 

inscription in perellan on the obverse: 

";""-1 ~'~ Ji.- btl,;.J~<.J;:t.:: 
':-'~i~~!L3!tJJ-..--'i-Jt:' 

, -
By the grace of tha True Lord Is struck the coin 

b the two worlds; 

The swo.d of Nanak is the granter of all boon. 
and victory Is of (Guru) Gobind Singh, the king 

of kings. 
The reverse had the following words in praise "f 

Academy of the Punjab in North America - APNA:  http://www.apnaorg.com



his newly founded capital; 

~ ~':-' d I':";"-'y( ';".I~/,.J /.;) L / ~ ~ 
Struck in the City of Peace, illustrating the 

beauty of civic life, and the ornament of the 
blessed throne, 

He also introduced an official seal for Slate 
documents and letters patent, It cont.ined the 

following inscription expressive of his deep sense of 
devotion and loyalty to the Gurus; 

The greatness of Guru Nanak is visible , as 
well a8 invisible. The king of the spiritual as well 
as temporal world is the True lord himself. This 
was laler on changed to: 

~ -:: .:.-~ J e:,.J t~ 0 
J.:--,,;;JJ~)I:)L 

... • .1> • 

The Kettle and the Sword - the symbols of 
Service and Power-, Victory and ready Potronage 
have been obtained from Guru Nanak-Gobind 

Singh. 

He started his own reignal year from the date of 
his conQuest of Sirhind, 
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He had no time to organize any regular admini£
lTation. But he knew tha woes of the peasantry, 
groaning under the oppression of the landlords, and 
took immediate steps to aboli <h the Zimidari system. 
This was 8 revolution.rv measure wt>ich exercised a 
great influence on the future fiscal history of tha 
Panjab. A socialist in his thinking and a communist 
in the methods he employed, Banda Singh was over 
two centuries ahead of his times. As a result of tha 

acplication of his methods t"e tillers of the soil soon 
became masters of ' their holdings and in the course 

of time, the curse of the Zamindari 81·stem which tili 

very recenlly afflicted many parts of India, was 
lifted from the Panjab. 

B.nda Singh was a great political leveller and a 
thorough social uplifter. Wherever he went, he raised 

the dawn-'rodden to posilion of authoray and social 

p' .slige. 'In a/l t~e parganas occupied by the Sikhs', 

says WilliAm Irvine on the authority of contemporary 
writers: Ihe reversal of the previous customs was 

striking end complete. A low scavenger or leather 
dresser, the lOWEst of the low in Indian estimation 
hed only to leave home and join the Guru (meaning 
Banda Singh) when in a short space of time he would 
return to his bi.th-place as Its ruler, with his order of 

appointment in his hand. As soon as he set fool 
within the boundaries, the well-born and wealthy 
went out to greet him and escort him home. Arrived 
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there, Ihey stood before him with joined palms, 
awaiting h's orders ... •. Not a soul da.ed to olsobeV an 
order, end men, who had often risked themselves in 
ballle·fie'dB, brcame BO cowed that t~e\ ware afraid 
even to remonslrdte: The Sikhs were fired with. 

strong zeal to not out the Mu ~hal tyranny fro n the 
land of the Ind, and such was the confidence inspired 
them In Ihe minds of the non-muslim people that th'.y 
came 10 be looked upon as defenders of thalr faith 

and fheir country. Evary comp'alnt f.om tha 
oppressed people excited th9 Sikhs egainsl the Mug'" 
al officials and arostocrats. R&eeiving campleints from 

across the Jamuna; Band. Singh led an expeditionary 
hrce to the east of Ihal river and occupied Sah ,ranpur. 
He was still busy in the Gangetic plain when the S khs 

of Jullundur Doab rose as one man to throw of the 
lake of the Mughals. Being on tha b~rder of Ihe pro
vince of Sirhind. thAy were the first to ba electrified 
with the spirit of revolt and indepe'ldence. They were 
successful in their enterpris9. Sayyad A.lam Khan . 
the Governor of Lahore, was now seized with terror, 
H9 appealed to the religIous sentirr ents of the Muslim 
pOpulation and raisod the Baid,; lIag for a Jthad 
agalnt the Sikhs. But so heavy was t~e defeat 
inflicted by the Sikhs upon the crusaders at Bheelowal 
that with the exc.~tion of the city of Lahore, practlc,lIy 
the whole of Majha and Riarki fell into their har ds. 

The Sikhs were now mlste" of the P anjab East of 
Lahore. According to hadat Knan: there was no 
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nc~· le man daring enough to march aqoinst them from 
Delhi: 'If Bahadur Sh.n had not quitted Ihe Deccan 
w hich he did in 1710, there is eve'y reason to think 
saYs Malcolm: that the whole of Hinrlustan would 
have been subdued by these -invaders.' 

But the MUJhll empire, with its inexhau ;tib1e 

r9S0UrCfts in men and mlJnitions of wa'. was too strong 
for the infant community of the Sikhs. Emperor 
Bahadur Shah moved with a mammoth army against 
them. They had 10 retire frO 'l1 Sirhind and ThaneS., 

to the fort of Lnhgarh. This hilly retreat of B onda 
Singh's forces was closely inve.ted by over sixly 
thousand imperial horse and foot, including troops of 

the Rajput princes. The Sikhs soon ran short of 

provisions, and. by e determined sally on the night 
01 November 30, 1710, they di'appeared into Ihe 
hills of Nahan. The Emperor had to move in dismay 
to Lahore '0 mJke It the bose of his futura operations 
again.! t hem. Frustrated in his efforts to get at the 
Sikh leader, Bahadur Shah issued edicts to ~is 

Faujdars on December 10, 10 kill the disciples of 
Nanak (Ihe Sikhs) wherever they were found
Nanak praslan ra har ja kih ba-val and ba gall 
,asanand. 

Within a fortnight of his eRcape, Banda Singh 
and his comrades were again ective. In re,ponse to a 

Huka:nllama issued by him on December 12, the 

Sikhs from all directions flocked 10 him at Kiratpur and 
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he was able to leld an expedition agoinst some of the 
Hill rajas who had be, n troubling the last Guru. They 

were reduced ro submission without much opposition, 
The Governorof J .mmu was defeated on May 25,1711. 
Kala'laur and ., atafa afso fell to the Sikhs. But 
the occupation 01 th .. e places was only temporary. 
Banda Singh wa. constantly p .. rsued Dy Imperial 
generals and he had again to retire to the hills. 

The "e8th 0' Bahadur Shah at Lahore on February 

18, 171?, and the period of intemecine struggle 
between his succe<sors offerad a I.vourable oppOitunity 
to the Sikhs to re · .Slablish thair POA er. Lohgarh once 

again became the capi'al of the Sikh kingdom. The 

armies of Emperor F'rrukh Siyar "gain drove away 
Banda Sing" to the hills frnm where ti~ reappe:.red in 

the plains in the begining of 17 I 5. But he was not 

destined to be free for long. In the absence of a 
strong position for dofence, he was brought to bay 
at the village of Gurda'-nangal. Here he was closely 
besieged in an enclosure • But such was the terror of 
the Sikhs and their chief,' says Iradat Khan: that 

the commanders of the Imperial army prayed that God 

might so ordain things that Banda Singh should seek 
his safety in flight from the siege: 

With Food and supplies run short, the situation 
soon became desperate. They had to slaughter 
animals and the flesh raw. When all grass was gone 

Academy of the Punjab in North America - APNA:  http://www.apnaorg.com



they gathered leaves from trees. 'When these were 
consumed', says Irvine. 'they stripped the bark. and 

broke off the small shoots, dried them, ground Ihem 

down and used them instead of flour, thus keeping 

body and soul together. They also collecled the 
bones of animals and used them in some ""ay, 
Some assert Ihat they saw a few of the Sikhs cut 
flesh from their own thighs roast it and eat it: ' In 
soile of 411 this: says Kamwar Khan, 'the internal 
Sikh chief end his men withstood all the military 

force Ihat the Great Mughal Empite could mu~ter 

against them for eight long month's But hew long 

could this last? The Sikhs were reducEd to mere 

,keletcn, and When no physical resislance was 
possible, they were me de prisoners and taken 
to Delhi, Emperor Farrukh Siyar orderad them all, 
794 in number, to be put to the sword at the rale of 
one hundered a day. 

The carnage began on march 5, 1716, and 'it i. 
not a little remarkable: write Johsn SurmaA and 
Edward Stephenson in their leller of march 10, 
'with what patience Ihey undergo their fate, and to 
the last it has not been found that one has apostatlsed 
from this new formed religion. 

The details of Banda Singh's execution are too 

h,"lble to relate, The executioners hacked his 80n 
Ajai Singh to pieces in front of him, and, dragging 

out of his qUivering hean, thrust it into tho mouth of 
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t~e lath-r, who stood unmoved, completly resigned 
to the will of God. Then come his own turn. First of 

all, he was deprived of hi ' right eye and thAn 0 1 his 
left. Then his hands and feet were cut of I, his flesh 
was torn with red-hot pincers and finally his head 
was chopped of'., 'Banda Singh rem.ined ci> lm and 

88rana UP to Ihe lasl, 'glorying: s·ys Elphinslone, 
'In having been raised up by God to be Ihe scourgt' 

to tha Im Quitles anti oppressions of the age: This too\ 
place on June 9, 1716. 

Banda Singh has been accused by some ill· Informed 
wrltars 01 anti-Muslim bias. Five weeks after his 

historic victory at Sirhind we lind him telling Jan 
Muhammad 01 Bun~a (Gulab Nagar) on June 23, 
1710:"1 have fcrgiv. n your crime end a~pointed you 
Zamindar of the whol. pergana. You shoUld proceed 
with your mpn and bling in Sardar Khan of Chundla. 
Then you will accompany me for the chastibement of 
Jalal Khan: Thele was no change In his policy aven 
aliar the royal edict of December 10 ordering an 
Indiscriminate massacre of t~e Sikhs wheraver found. 
Ahhough he .. as than himself pursu,d fro.n placa 
to place,he would not lat his struggle assum' the shapa 
of a comm"nal sldla. His was a political struggle for 
the emancipation of his country from the tyranny of 
the Mughals, who happened to be Muslims by faith 

He would not thare:ore Irnt>Osa any religious 

nastrictions upon the Muslims as such. They, In fact. 
flocked to him in larga numbers for protJcllon and 
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aery·ce. The news-sheet presented to His Majesty 
Emperor Bahadur Shah throug'" Hldayatull.h Khan' 
on April 28, 1711, tells us: 

The wretched disciple of Nanak (Banda 
Singh) has his camp \n the town of Kalanaur up 
to the 19th (Rabi-ul awwal, 1123. April 16,171 1). 
During this period he has promised and proclaimed, 
'I do not oppose the Muslims: Accordingly, for 
any Muslim who approeches him. he fixes a dally 
allowcnce and wages. and looks after him. He has 
premitted them to read K"uth. and """"", with 
the result that five thousand Muslims have 
gathered round him. Having entered Into his 
friendship. they are free to shout their ca\l and 
say their prayers In the army of the wrclched 
(Sikhs). 

This Is also mentioned in a later news-shaets and 
Is confirmsd by one received by the Emperor on May 
20. saying 'whoever from amongst the Hindus end 
Muslims comes to him for sarvice Is looked after and 
fed. 

Although the successes of Banda Singh were but 
temporary, there was a revolution effected in the 
mindB of people of which history often falls to take 
notice. A will was created In the ordinary masles to 
reeist tyranny and to live and die for the national 
cause. The example Bet by Banda Singh and his 
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companions in this respect was to serve as a beacon
light in the darker days to come. The idea of a 
national Stale, long dead, once again became a living 
aspiration, and. alth()ugh suppressed for the ti"'9 

being by ralAntless persecution, It want on 

working underground like a smouldering fire and 

came out fony years later with a fulier effutgence, 

never t() be supp,essod again. 

The history of the Sikhs from the fall of Banda 

Singh to the e.tabli.hment of the Sikh power in 

the Panjab In 1764-65 Is a .scord of the thanle 
struggle between the Khalsa on tne one hand and 
the Mughals and the DUffanl. 0" the other. In it the 

sons oltha soil not only fought for their very existence, 
but w~re also able, after long and determined 
suffering, to assert their Buperior right to rule ' over 

their own land. 

After the defeal and death of Banda Singh every 

measure was taken not only to destroy the DOwer of 
the Sikhs but to. xtirpate the community as a whOle. 

The edict of Emperor Bahadur Shah ordering a general 
mas~acr9 of the Sikhs-men, women and ehildren
was repeated by Farrukh Siyar, and a monty reward 
was offered for the heae of evary Sikh broUJht to 
Lahore, dead or alive. This. continued for thaaa 
yeill. Such were the results of the exertions of 
Addul-Samad Khan. t~,e gOl/emo, of Lahore, that for 

a tima it appeared as if tha boast of the Imperialists to 
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wipe oUllhe name of Sikhs from Ihe land was going 

10 be fulfilled. The dealh of Emperor F.rrukh Sivar 

in September 17111 gave them some respile. But on 

the tr.nsfer of Abdus Samad Khan to Multan in 

1726.during the ",ign olMuhammad Shah.his youthful 

Ion and successor Zakariva Khan became the governor 
of Lahore determined "to exterminate Ihe whole nalion 
of the Sikhs: He senl oul moving columns in 811 
directions 10 hunt them out and 10 bring them to 

book. In hundreas aOli Ihousends 'theV were daily 
brought in chains ftnd executed in the stroets of 
Lahore. Thev were tortured In ditteren' WAYS ; bro

ken on the wheel, flayea alive or cut up limb by limb. 

What provoked the S i~hs to a relontless retaliation 
against the officials of Lahore was their attack on 

one Tar. Singh of Van who was kill.,d fighting in 
5elf-defence. He wa" very popular with them on 

account 01 his religious <haracter and helpfulness in 
times of distress. The Sikhs rushed out of their 

hirllng places and lell on government treasures a"d 
caravans. They made il impossible fer rAvenUe frolll 

village9 to reach the government Ireasury and still 
more impos~ible lor the forcea of the Government to 

catch the oUllaws aa Ihey rAn away 10 their rendezvous 

in forests or olher places difficult 01 accen. 

On Ihe representation 01 Zakariya Khan in 1733, 
the Delhi government approved 01 the g'ant 01 • 

Jag;, to It.e leader of the Sikhs with the title of 
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Nawab. The offer was made through one Sabeg Singh 
of Jambar .mo appeared before the Khalsa a' Akal 

Takht, Amri'sar, But no IUder would accept it. 
The Khalsa was destined to rule free, they said, and 
could not occupy a subordina'e position. The Guru 

had promised them Raj,and his word mu6t b! fulfilled. 
The J agi, was, therefore, tossed from man to man, 

withoul being accepted. At lasl, at the preasing 

entreaties of Sabeg Singh, It was suggested that II 
might be given to someone noted for service. Kapur 

Singh of Failullapur was then wa_ing a big fan over 
the assembly. He was selected for Ihe honour. Bu, 
he would net heve it before It had been sanctified by 

the touch of fiv~ Khalsa's feet. 

In giving them 8 Jagir, the Government had 
expected thaI the Sikhs would beat their s;vords into 

ploughshares and lurn into peaceful peasants. But 
'hey were not made of such pliable stuff. They had 
tasted of polilieal liberty and nothing short of 't 
could satisfy them. They were pledgetl to free their 

la~d from foreign domination and they could not be 

sidetracked from their ulilmate object. They availed 

them.elves of this breat,lng time to organile the 

scattered Khalsa Into atrong and well-knit divisions, 
easy 10 maintain in days of scarcity and readily 
available In limea of emergency. To begin 

with, two main divisions were recognised-the 
8u4dJoa Dal, the Army of the Eldd818, a1d tha Tar., .. a 
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01 veterens, m3nv of whom had seen the days of Gunl 

Gobind Singh and had fought under the command of 
Banda Singh. They were led bV Nawab KJplH Singh, 

with S~8m Singh 01 Naroke.Gurbaksh SIngh Roranwala. 

eagh Singh Hallowalia and Bhamma Singh .3 

prominent members. The Ta,u". DiJl was led by Dip 
Singh and others. It wa, however discovered, 
especiallV aftor the deaih of Diwan Darbara Singh in 
Juiv 1734, that the Army 01 Young needod lurt~ 

sub-:livi;lon to provide for Its leaders greater 
opportunities of service and fewer of friction. This 
was, therefore, split tip into fivo ] lI.!has II1ldor the 
leadership respectively of (i) Dip Singh, (Ii) Karam 
Singh and Dharam Singh of Amrltsar, (iii) Kahan 
Singh and Binod Singh of Goindwat, (Iv) Da'l8undha 

Singh of Kat Budha and (v) Bini Singh and Jiwan 
Singh R."gh,eJlU. 

Whlie the Buddha Dal WIS comparatlvelv more 

stationary, Itle Taruna [jal was .'wa)s on the 
move, spreading into the Bari 'Doab and going further 
afield up to Hansl and Hlssar. This renewed energy 
ot the DiJl, alarmed the government and led to the 
confiscation 01 the ] agi, in 1735. Persecution of the 
Sikhs began again and thousands of them mUSI heva 
falien under the executioner's sword. Among them 
was Bhai Mani Singh, a revered Sikh saint and scholar 

of the time, who had 10 pay with his life for his 
elfOfts to bring tha Sikhs together al Amritsar. H. 
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was hacked 10 pieces Joint by joint at Lahore 811 

November 15, 1737. 

Sikh's entry Into thB temple and tank of Amritsar 
was banned and sentries were posted all round the 
city to watch oul for them. But these opprcssions 

feiled to va~qulsh the SikhS. They shot out with 
vengeance whenevpr they found a chanco. Some 
performed their pilgrimage in secret and In disguis&; 
'but In general, according to a contemporary 
Muhammadan author: says J ohan Malcolm, 
'the Sikh horsemen were soon riding at lull 
gallop towards their favourite shrine of devotion. 
They were often slain in making this attempt, 
and sometimes taken prisoners, but they used, on 
such occasion', to seek, instead of avoiding. the crown 
martyrdorr, and the same authority states that an 
instance was never known of a Sikh in his way 
to Amritsar, consenting to abjure his faith," (Sketc', 
of /I" Sikh·. 88.) 

The homeward return of Nadir Singh from Delhi 
through the Shlvalaks, laden with the ric~es of the 
Mughal empire. offered a favourable chance to the 
Sikhs to replenish their resources. Driven away by 
Zakariya Khan from their homes and he. rthe in the 
plains, 'hey had taken shelter in these hills, The 
Sikhs fell upon Nadir's rear and relieved him of much 
of hla booty, Astonished at this, Nadir Shah called 

• halt II lahore and enquired about the whereabouts 
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of the people who had dared to rob the robber of 
Deihl. 'Who are these mischief-makers?' asked he, 
'They are a group of fakirs who visit their Guru's 
tank (at Amritsar) twice a year, and bathing in ie 

disappear', replied Z.kariya . 'But where do they 
live l' was the next question of Nadir 5 hah. 'Their 

homes are their saddle: was the reply. 'Take care, 

then: Nadir warned him, 'the day Is not distant wnen 
these rebels will take possession of the coun:ry: 

This remark cut Zakariya Khan to tha Qujck and he 
resolved to launch an all-out campaign against the 

Sikhs. The previous orders were now repeated with 

greater emphasis and rewards were offered for the 
capture and destruction of Sikhs. 

The more daring and desperate people being 

out of the reach of Government, the wrath fell 011 

peaceful, innocent Sikhs living In to",ns and viII_gas, 

They were brought to Lahore in hundreds and were 
offered the choice of Islam u the sword, There were 

no exceptions made. Saints and scholars, ceasants and 
tradesmen, women and children, all "'ho wore long 

hair and followed Ihe path of Sikhism. w.,e condelT'nej 

to the same fate. On refusing to give up his faith, t~e 
hair of Bhal Tarao Singh, a pious and devoted S;kh, 

were scraped off his head with a cobbler's scrarer. 
$8beg Singh of Jambar, who had persuade<1 the Khalsa 

to accept a] ag.r, was also caught and broken on the 
wheel along with his young son, Shahbaz Singh. The 

s'tuation for the Sikhs became worae during the 
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governorahlo 01 Yahiya Khan, the son and successo, 
of Zskariya Khan, who had died on JulV 1,1745. 
'Tna Governor, Yahiya Khan: says Sled Muh8mmad 
Latif in his History .f tho Panjab, 'now issued 8 

proclamation for a gener.1 massacre of all Sikhs, 

wherever they could be found. Dealh was to be the 
punishment of all persons who Invoked tha name 01 
Guru Gobind, and a reward was offered for the haads 
of Si1chs. Thous3nds were put to death daily and 
their heads brought belore the Subedll 01 Lahore lor 
reward: It was d 'Jling this time that all Sikhs 
living in Lahor. were _rresled and made over to 
sweepers lor execulion ElI1 Marc,h 10, 1746. A huge 
army under the personal cOTimand of Yahiya Kilan 
end his diwan Lakhpat Rai marched agaiAst the 
Sikhs In Mav, and some ten thOusand 01 them were 
estimated to have been killed in a few days. Thi. 

holocaaat I. known In Sikhhlstorv as the firSI 

C/O.lug""''', 

The internecine Quarrels between Yahiya and 
his brother Shah Nawaz. followed bV the invasion 01 
Ahme<t Shah Durrani of Afghanistan, gave the Sikhs 
a chance to emerge from their hlde·outs. Their leader 
Jalss Singh Ahluwalia brushed aside the opposition of 
Adina Beg Khan. Faujdar of Jullundur, and took 
possession of Amrltsar from Salabal Khan. 

In their hOly citv, they celebrated the B';$(jkhi 
feellvalon March 29,1748 and chose. at the suggastlon 
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of ~awab Kap~r Singh, Sardar Jai sa Singh the 
leader of the Oal Khalsa. which was reorganized and 
declared 10 be a state. The leeling of the new leader 
was that they could n() longer trust their safety to 
bushes and (:aves and that they must provide themselves 
with e regular fOri. They selected a piece of land In Ihe 

neighbourho()d ollheir sacred te .nple and threw up 
e small enclosure of mud walls and called it Ram Rao'" 
which was la\8r named Ramgarh. 

Sikhs now began to assert their rule in different 
parts of the central Panjab. They established 
themse1v.s In the rural partIal Raehna, Bari and 

Juliundur doalls. The new governor, Miun-ul-Mulk 
popUlarly knoWII as Mir Mannu (aPllOinled on Apr" 

11, 174~), tried to placate them and secured, through 
o Iwan Kaura Mali, their assistance against the alghan 

gOVErnor of Multan, Zohid Khon, whom the Durreni 
had leh th8Te after his first Invasion of India. But 
when ha was fully settled in his &eat 89 governor, both 
of Lahore and Mullan, alter his submission to Ahmad 
Shoh Dunani in march 1752, he changed his attitude 

towards the Sikhs, He ordered Adina Beg Khan 

to round them up in the JUllundur and Bari doabs and 
destroy them root and branch. At times Mir Manno 
himself rode oot for the hunt and brought in the large 
bag of Sikhs. Finding the homes 01 the Sikhs depleted 

of men, their womEn were seized and brought to Lahore' 
The dark and narrow dungeons whe'e they were 

ill'lp(isoned, starved and tortured, and where their little 
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babes were cut to pieces and placed in their laps, can 
still be seen in the Gurdwara Shahidganj in the Landa 
Bazar Lahore. It waw In the midst of one of his 
Skika,s of Sikhs, that the hunter, Mir Mannu, 

was brought down by the mighter hunter, Death. 
On November 2, 1753, his horse shied at the sound 
of a return volley of the Sikhs and threw him ofl his 

seat. Before he fell to the ground, he got entanglad 
in the stirrup and was dragged alonge the earth to 
fatal unconsciousness. He died on November 4. 

The renewal 01 persecution by Mir Mannu had 
once agein driven the Sikhs to their old ways and 
they had begun their bid for indFpendenca. The 
submission of Mannu to Ahmad Shah had converted 
Lahore and Multan into provinces of AfgaOistan. 
The Sikhs had now to fight against two powers, the 

Mughals to the south of the Sutlej and the Afghans 
to the north of It. The death of Mlr Mannu and the 
period of chaos and contusion that followed came to 
the Sikhs as godsends. They fully availed themselves 
of this situation not only in establishing themselves 
in various parts of the country end In expanding 
and strengthening their power, But also in resisting 

the re-esteblis~ment of Mughal authority or the 

strengthening of the Afghan rule in the Panjsb. 
They foiled the attempts of Mughlani Begam, the 
widow of Mlr Mannu, and of Khwaja Ubaldullah and 

Adina Beg Khan to maintain themselves at LahOle, 

and drove away the Afghans from the Land of the 
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Five River •. 

Ahmad Shah DUTTani came to India for the 
fourth time in November.December 1766 and brought 
the great Mughal empi" to its knees. On his way 

back he sacked the Sikh towns and temples of Karlar
pur and Amri'sar and left his son Prince Taimur as 
his vicerory at Lahore, evidently to re-establish the 

Afghan rule in tho Pan jab. But the Sikhs had by 

this time become virlual masters of central rural 
Punj . b. Only Lahore and 8 few principalities in the 

neighbourhood of the towns were held by Muslims. 

Sardar Charhat Singh Sukkarchakkia (grandfather 01 
Maharaja Rapjit Singh). who had established himself 

at Gujranwala, was at times found to be very ective 
In harassing Ahmad Shah on his homeward journey 
right up to tne Indus. 

Prince Taimur could ~ot for long stay in the 

country. The combined forces of the Sikhs and 
Marathas (invited by Adina Beg) drove the Afghans 
away both from Sirhind and Lahore in March·April 
1758. Adina Beg held Lahore for about four months, 
while the Maratha contingents continued to stay 
the,o up to November, 1759, when they . lied away 

before the advancing Afghans during the fifth invasion 

of Ahmad Shah, 1 he Sikhs, however, gave a betler 

account of themselves and in a battle fought in the 

neighbourhood of Lahore inflicted a heavy loss on 

the Shah. 
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On h18 retum to Afganistan, after the battle 0' 
Panlpat, Ahmad Shah Ourrani appointed Zaln Khan 
.. govemor of Sirhlnd and recognized Sardar Ala 
Singh of Patiala(Maroh 29, 1761) as the ruler of the 
lelritortes held bV him. 

The years 1757 10 1761 were favourable to the 
SIkha. While the Bhang i, Sukkarchakla and the 
Ahluwalia Sardars were abla to expand and atrangthen 
their powlr to the north of the Satluj, Sardar Ala 
Singh of the Phulklan family carved out a pll"cipality 
for ~If in lhe south. Tha 8lfangaments made by 
Allmad Shah far t'>c adminis~ration of the Panjab 00 

hie ratu .. to Afghaniatan in Mav 1761 war. all upset 
by the Sikhs as aaon as he laft Lahara. Khwaja 
Mirza Jan of the ChaharMahal was defeeted and killed 
and Nur-ud-Din Bamezal,an Afghan general,was worst
ad at Sialkot, In his attempt ta reduce Gujranwale, 
IC:hwala Ubaid Khan was routed end shut up In 
LaI\Ol'8. The Sikh Sardar followed up this victory 
.net triumphantly anterad the city and, without Yal 
cornp'atty e!ltablishlng tham.,lvas in tile capital, 
procIaim811 Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluwalia the king 0' 
..--. with the tltla 0' Sulla .. - ul - Q""m, This 
fulfilled the wiSMs of their saintly leader, the late 
Nawab Kapur Singh, the organizer and first IeadGf 
..... jrMnt Dal KN ... , 

The Sikhs now decided by a national raso!ullGln, 
IUIOWn as c;..,mala, passed I •• general aasemblyof 
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the Khaln 8t Amrltsar on the occ8slon 01 Dlwall on 
OClober 27, 1761, to liquidate the Indian allea anti 

supporter. 01 Ahmad Shah In the Panjab since they 
were 8 hindrance to the release 01 the counlry from 

the yoke 01 the Alghan invader. The neerest at hond 

Was Aoil Dass of Jandiala, twelva mllea to the east 01 

Amritsar. But Ihey hed to raise the selge (January 
1762) on hearing that Ahmad Shah wal rushing 
against them with a huge army. They crossed the 
rivers Beag and Satiuj to arrango for the safety 01 
their families In tho hills of Anandpur and then 

return unencumbered to meet the Shah. ThIS was a 
fetal mistake. As 800n a8 the Shah heard from 
Bhlkhan Khan 01 Malerkolla 01 the preaence 01 the 

Sikhs in that area, he rushed down from lahore and 
flung a aurprise on them on the morning of FebrUary 
5, 1762. Taken unawares, and attacked on all sidee 
by the Afghan is and the forces of Sirhind and 
Malerkotia the Sikh line of defence was broken end 

over ten thousand lives, mostly women, children and 
old men, were losl in the struggle. This fearful 

carnage is called the Wada Ghalugha'4, the second 

Great Holocaust, to distinguish It from the firSl 
Gholugha,/J of 1746. 

On the 10th of April, • day before the Baisakhl 
festival, the Shah appeared at Amrit •• r and ordered 
the Sikh temple to be blown up with gun powder end 
the sacred tank to be desecra,ted with the blood and 

bones 01 men and COWl and filled up with the debris 
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of the demoli~ed edifices. 

Alithia, however, failed to depres. the Sikhs. II' 
only added to their determination and fury. Within 
three months, while the Shah was still at Lahore. they 
ware once again up In erml against Zaln Khan of 

Slrllind and Inflicted a defeat upon , him (Aprll-Mey 
n62). 

On October 16, 1762. a day before Dlwali. the Shah 
himself auffered a defeat at their hands In a pitched 
battle al Amritsar. At thl, tlma arrived new8 of distur
bances in Afghanistan and he had to l return home 
(December 12, 1782). 

No 800ner did the OUrrani leave the Panjab than 
the Sikhs rushed out of the Lakhl Junggla and other 
placae and resumed thair struggle against the govern
ment. The Budha Dal led by Sardar Jassa Singh 
Ahluwalia want about the country establishing Sikh 
thanas, while the Taruna lial under younger leaders 
6uch as Sardar Charhat Singh Sukkarchakkla establish
ed lteelf at Amritsar and undenook to cleanse the holy 

tank and restore the ruined temple. 

Having defeated and killed Bhlkhan Khan of 
Malerkotla in an action in December 1763. the Sikhs 
turned to Sirhind to square up their accountl with 
Zein Khan. They were now at the fullest of their 
Il/8fIgth the two Dale hsving come together. United 
under the flag of Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluwalia. ' thev 
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made a determined attack on Sirhind on January14, 
1764 , the third anniversary of the third baltle of Pani· 
pat, and inflicted a crushing defeat on the Afghans, 
Zaln Khan was killed and his troops !led in all direc· 
tions, With this victory, the entire province of Sirhlnd 

from the Sutlej In the nonh to the dietricts of Kalllal 
end Rohtak in the south and from the boundary 01 
Bahewilipur stale in the west to the Jammuna in the 
east, came into the possession of the Sikhs, 

In February, the Afghan governor 01 Lahore. 
Kabull Meli, yielded to the pressure of the Sikhs and 

agreed to keep with him al'l agent of theirs, one Tak 
Chand by name, to advise him in the conduct of 

affairs and to receive ten ruoees a day as his allowance· 

While Sardar Charh.t Singh pushed on to the 

north-weat beyond the Jhelum. Serdar Hari Singh 

Bhang! went up to Mullan, crossd the Indus and 
over ran the Deras, 

Haaring of the Sikh aruptions In the Panjab and 
the failure of his generals and governors to resisl 

them, Ahmad Shah Dunani, rushad down upon them 
in the wintar of 1764- 65 with a comblnd army of 
over thiny thousand Afgans anc! Baluchis. But he 

could not get at t~em . Successfully dodged and 
v9xingly harrassed by tha Sikhs, he had to raturn home 
disappointed at the end of March 1766. leaving the 

Panjob to ba parcelled out among tha various Sikh 
confederacies. 
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On the Baisakhl day of Samvat 1822 Bi<.. April 
10. 1765, the Sikhs decided by a gu,mata at 
Amrilsar to take possession of Lahore. All opposition 
was brushed aside in a week and they were the 
muter. of Lahore on the morning of April 1 7. The 
Khalsa now stood supreme in the Pan jab. They 
looked upon this acheivement as a mark of the Guru's 
special favour aud proclaimed it a. such in all humility 
in the inscripllon on their coin. saying: 

Oeg 0 Tegh 0 Faleh 0 Nusrst be-dlrang 

Yall az Nanak Guru Gobind Sir>gh. 

The couplet was borrowed from tne ,sa I Q f Banda 
Singh and the coin of Jasc,a Singh. 

'file two Dais had by this lime been divided Into 
.welve important commands, popularly known ., 
lIisals or confederacies, They were: 

To th, north of tbe Sutlej 

(I) Ahluwalia 

(iii) Oallewalia 
(v) Kanhaiya 

(vii) Ramgarhia 

To the south of Sud.j 

(Ix) Karorsingia 
(xl) Phulkian 

(Ii) 

(iv) 
(vi) 
(viii) 

(x) 
(xii) 

Bhangl 
Faizullapuria 
Nakci 
Sukkarchakkia 

Nishananwalia 
Shahid 

The' Sik.h misal. wera republican In character. 
Each 'Mllsel: in the words of Sir Gemg. Campbell. 
'elected lIS own supreme chelf and lub-cheif, and ' 
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every horsaman had his righls and shares In the 

common conquests. The combined Missals formed 

th9 Khalsa or Sikh common wealth. Just 8S in 

Germany Ih8 lendency was 10 an elective supreme cheil 
"'ho had very little power, and whose place was nOI 

heredilary But Ihe cheifs of Missals, and minor 

chi~f's, \1radually acquired a hereditary foaling like 
t~e dukes snd barons of Europe:: 

The trans Sutlej Missals were Integrated into Ihe 
sovereign state of the Panjab by Ranjit Singh. Born 

heir 10 one of Ihese cenfederacies, he had the foresighl 
10 visualize a united Sikh kingdom. By his superior 

political understanding and mililary genius, h. 
succeeded in reducing the existing slates to subjection 
and joining Ihe people of the Pan jab inlo a strong 
nalion. 

Ranjit Singh, Ihe onlf son of Sardar Mahan Singh 

Sukkarchakkia, was born of Blbi Raj Kaur, also 
known as Mal Malwain , on November 13, 1780. He 
was in his tenth year when hi. father died. Ranjll 
Singh. ahowed uncommon ability and tacl In 
administering the affaires af his small principality and 

won Ihe confidence of his followers by his wise and 
courageous manner. He look part in the campaigns 
against Shah Zaman, the king of Kabul and a grandson 

of Ahmad Shah Durranl, who invaded India wllh a 
view to re·establishing the Durranl pOWBf. Once 
as the Shah was in occupation of the Lahore fort, 
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Ranjit Singh, according to two contemporary 
hlBlorian8, Sohan Lal and Bute. Shah, thrice rusl)ed 
i/pon the Samman Buri of the fon with a handful of 
Sardars;~challenglng him 10 an open combat "Come 
an, 0 grandson of Ahmad Shah:' shouted he "and 
meet the grandson of the Great SlIrdar Chamat Singh". 
BUI there was no response ftom tho other side end 
Ranill Singh had to retire withcur:a trial of slrengtH 

with the DUllani. 

A real opportunity came Ranjll Singh's way 
when leading citizens of Lahore, Hindus, Muslims and 
Sikhs, tired of the Bhangl Sardara and dreading an 
attack from lhelr neighbour Nlzam-ud-Dln of KaBur, 
sent him a petitioA to came and occupy 'the city. He 
marched with his army and took lahore(July 7, 1799) 
without muoh resislanoe from its masters, the three
Bhangl Sardara, who were treated with considaration 
and given j~;,.. The occupation of Lahore by 
Ran]lt Singh marked the beginlng of e iU8t and 
peueeful government aflef decad.. of unrlllt .nd 
001108, Once In possel.lon of , the capital, he started

enlarging the limits of his dominiGna. He cohquarae 
the powerful provinces of Multan, Kashmir and 

~hawar, eventually canying battle 10 the '!iome' of 
the invaders who had incesS'8ntly come dOwn 'upOn 
India with the object of plunder and conqulisl. 
RanJit Singh's n8me thus occupies a most honoured 
place in the national history of the country; fonh. 
a!MImed for Bver the lida of inValion!l from the-
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north-wast and taught his countrymen how to fight for 
• patriotic cause. 

Reniit Singh not only founded a vast Kingdom. 
but 81so established a sound and enlightaned syllem 
of administration. His gova.romanl was I completely' 
secular In character and he recognized no dlstlnctlonl ' 
of religion or creed when malelng appointmEnts to 
offiCIIS of state. Thi. I. most remarkable considering 
that the Sikhs had just passed through II perlod 'ol 
ruthless religious persecution. Raniit Sin gh's chelf 
minilller was a Muslim. Faqir Aziz-ud-Dln by name. 
So was his personal physician. Faqir Nur-ud-Dln. 
Dina nath, a Hindu. Ha! another minister to the 
Sikh court. The Sikh sovereign', moat trustad offiC8f 
In the palace was a Hindu. Jamadar KhUtlhhal Singh. 
whe he'd the office of Deorhiwlil& or chamberlain. 
The police admin18tration of tha cpapital wae in the 
hands of a Muslim. A Mu,lim officer. Ganer.lllah i 

Bukhah W88 incharga of tha Artillery. Another. 
lmam-ud-Din. looked after tha fort of Goblndgllth al 

An'lli18ar. whera Ranjft Singh kept most of the 

munitions of war. The/ll wera Dogras. Gorkl'sa eml 
Mus~ms In his armi.1 besides foralgne, •• including' 
Franch. Italian. Americans and Russiana. ThroaghoUI 
hi. career of war and conquest. Ra~'ilt Singh wal 

ne\rlf' known to have ' ravagM a city. desec.af8d a 
plac. of religious worshil) or shown harshnen to 
vanquished _my. 

Ranllt Sllllgh was a very shrewd ruf.r and IIW:'8'PI 
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no one In India than understoo:l th9 designs and 
diplom.cy 01 the British beller th,n he. His dealing. 

with Charles Matc .lle. who kept following him for 
months with the draft of a treaty without being abla 
to secura an InttlNiew. sho ·1V to what advantage 
Ranjit Singh could have usad h;s diplomat;c skill and 
astuteness if his situation and circumstance h~d bean 
more favourab'e. 

But tha British h,d distinct advan!ag3 over him. 

They were an older power, much more firmly 
establiohed. They had practically the whole of India 
under their rule and were graduallv closing in on the 
Panjab. The Cis-Sutlej Sikh cheifs had accepted 
their suzerainty and allowed them to extend the,r 
boundaries right UP to Ranjit Singh's domlnlens and 
establish a canlonment at Ludhlana. The British 
wera also claverly laying their net in tha Sikh state 
and. when the mighty Ranjit Singh was gone (June 27 
1839), their machinations began to unfold themselves 
In a more sinisler manner. Their friends, the Dogre 
brothers and the Sandhawalia Sardar set In motion 
a series of the courtiv conspiracies which resulted in lhe 
destruction of the Sikh dynasty. Ranjit Singh's 

succaSSOIS, one after tha othsr. fell victoms to foul 
intrigue. His son, Kharak Singh was poisned to 

death by D hian lSingh. His grandson, prince Nau
Nihal Singh, became the target of fatal plot as he 

was returning ~ft9r his fathar's cremation. Maharaja 
Kharak Singh's widOW, Maharani Chand Kaur; had her 

Academy of the Punjab in North America - APNA:  http://www.apnaorg.com



45 

head bealen 10 pulp by her mald-servanls who we", 

secretly in Ihe pay of the Dograa. Ranjlt Singh', 
second son Maharaja Sher Singh W89 ... a •• lnaled by 
Ajll Singb Sandhawalla, whO, prelandlng 10 show 10 
his sovllreign the carbine he had got from an English 
me" while OD a visit 10 CalCUli., emptied the barrel 
Into Ihe Maharaja'. chesl. killing him on Ihe spot. 
A Iitlle distance away, Sher Singh'. young lon, prince 
Panap Singh, barely 13veara old, we. slmultaneoualy 
put 10 the aword by Attar Singh Sandhewalla. Many 
more prince., mlnl~ter. and Sardara ware engulfed In 
this bloody carnage. Ranjlt Singh'. kingdom lay in 
ruin and chaos when the British launChed Ihelr first 
war upon It. 

The Brilish had made lure 01 victory before they 
fired their first shot. After tha death of Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh, their dream of conquering the Panjab 
had acquired clearer and more definite lineaments 
and they had se t in train an elalHlrate political and 
diplomatic ronsplracy lor Its realization. Memoranda 
and plans were drawn up; armies were .. sembled on 
the Sikh frontier; guns, slor8S and other munitions 
were collected; officers of the Lahore Darbar were 
seduced and won over and spies and trallors were 
sel to work to crelle condilions favourable for a 
successful occupation of the country. And 811thla 
when they were committed by trealies and agreement. 
to be friendly towards the Lahore governmenl. The 
Si""9, Oil the "Other hand, remained Irue to Ihe" 
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&lIghted word and acrupulouslyobserved to the la81 
the tlrms of alliances made with the British. They 
were openly provoked by the British Frontier officers 
luch as Major George Broadfoot. The lallar behavad 
a8 If the Lahore territoriel to the Sourh of the Sutlej 
belonged to the British and attacked a party of Sikh 
Sardall visiting their dominions on official duty. 

The climax came when the Governor-General Sir 
Henry Hardinge ordered the troops from Ambala. 

Meerut and aome other stationl In the rear 10 move 
up to their frontier. The Sikhs decided to move their 
troops only when t:,ey laarnad that the governor· 
General and the Commander-in· chief were marching 
up to their border. They crossed tha Sutl. j (December 
12, 1 B45) a whole weak afler the actual movement 
of Britah troops had started. Even this involved no 
violation of tha British frontier, since the Sikhs had 
landed In thair own territories. But tRa Governor
General proclaimed war on the Sikhs (December 13) 
and confiscated Maharaja Dulaep Singh's possessions 

en the left bank of the Sullej. 
Five balliu took place-Mudkl (December IS), 

Ferozshahr (December 21), Baddowal (January 21. 
1846),Allwal(January 28)and Sobraon(Fabruary 10). 

The Sikhs fought with their usual spirIt of co~raga, 
chivalry and patriotism and came very close to victory 
I' 80me deci.lve moments. BUI the Iall minute 
desertions and treacheries of the Poorbias:and eogra8 
lIVid the British many a desperate .sltuatlon and 
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Iventuallv sna bled them to claim success after the 
battle 01 Sobraon. Tha British troops marched upon 
tha Sikh capital. arrivirg there on February 20. Two 
day. later 8 portien of the roval eitacel was garrison< d 
by English regiments. A treaty was signed at Lahore 
Dn March 9. followed by nothr on March 11. which 
lecured the British a few more territorial concessions. 
The British troops VlEre 101EIT.sln in Lahore till the 

clese 01 the year. But. hesh treaty (Bharowal. 

December 16. 1846) "a& foistEd on the Darbar. 
extending the British lease up to September 4. 1854-
the day Mahelaja Duleep Singh was to attain the 

age 01 16. The resl~ent a\ Lahole now ruled on behalf 
01 the miner Kir,g \/IlIh "full authority ' to direct end 
control ail matters In e\ery Department uf the 

State." 
The Panjab. 01 course .. as never intended to be 

En independEnt c(untry again. and. although accordrng 

to treaties the British ... re to Slay in lat.ore. only 
during the minority. they WEre graoually strengthening 
their control and spreading their nat with a veiw to 
completely subjugating the conlrel A li6ing in Mullan 
was at last made the excuse for usurpation. As 
regenls of the young Sikh ruler. it was the dulY 
of the British to quell any disorder. But they let Iha 
Mullan disturbancas grow. deliberately postponing 
action. Tha act of restoring order in a few districts 

of tha Btate. was giVEn Ihe name 01 war. In the two 

battles (Cheliar,wala. JarualY 13. 1849. ano Gujral. 
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February21, 1849), the Lahore troops and members 01 
the Sikh Council of Regency, with the solitary 
exception of Sardar Sher Singh, co-operated with the 
British, who fought as guardians of the Sikh Maharaje, ' 

But when they were victorious, they deposed and 
repudiated their ward and annexed his kingdom. A 
British writer's comments on this transaction are 
signlfieent: 

"This Is perhaps the first Instance on record in 

which a guardian has visited his Own misdeeds upon 
his ward. The British Government was the .elf
constituted guardian of the Rajah, ana the regent of 

his kingdom; a rebellion was provoked by the egent9 
of the guardian, It was acknowledged by the guardian 

to be a rebellion against t~e government of his ward. 
and the guardian punished that ward by confiscating 
his dominions and his diamonds to his own us ..... 

Jo~n Sull ivan in Are We Bound by OUT Treaties ? 

Soon efter the ann~xation of the Panjab the young 
Maharaja Duleep Singh was placed under guardian

ship of Dr. John Login and removed to Fatehgarh 

in the U. P. Here, under Christian influences. he waS 

ooAverled to Christianity and prel8nled by Lord 
Dalhousie wilh the ' Divine book of the Lord' in pl,cG 

of the lemporal klngdQm of the Panjab of which he 
had been deprived. In 1854 he .ailed for fnglend, 

never to <ee the land of his birth again. He came to 
India twice for short periods. In January 1861. he 
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came to Ca lcutta to see hie ailiing mother and, as she 
refused to be parted from him, he took her along to 
England. For Ihe second lime he cama in 1864 to 
relurn her ashe. to the soil of India In compliance 
with her lasl wish that har bones 8hould nol be 
allowad to rot In Ihe hesrUess land of the English; 
"lW u ian haddian is nirdei dluJ" i vich 1if1l , ul jan," 

A careful study of original documenta end relevam 

literature during his slay in England had convlnceol 
the Maharaja that he had been chaated OUI of his 
kingdom and defrauded of his o'operly by the British 
8nmln lstralors of India, He bsgan 10 agltale for Ihe 

,es'oralion of his sovereign rights ovtr the Pan jab 
and for tha return 01 the diamond Koh-I-noor. He 
appealed to H€I-Majesty Queen Victoria and England" 
Prime Minister, the Marquis of Salisbury, for justice 
and requested for the appointment of a compatent 
Cou,t of Law Lords of tha House of peers to pronounce 
a judgment upon the conduct of the Easl India 
Company's administration towards him, This was 
rafused, Frustrated and disgusted, ha decided 10 
return to India to live and die In the land 01 his 
ancestor., But he was not allowed to touch Ihe 
shores of his motherland. He was dlaembarked at 
Aden and ordered back to Europe. During his short 

stay at Aden he renounced Christianlt~ and rejoined 
the fallh of his forefathell . receiving the Sikh baptiem 
at the regimental Gurdwara there, On his return to 
Europa, he made frantic offort' to .sek the a8slstance 

of the Russians, but he was not succsasful, Ha died of 
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• broken heart at Parie on October 22. 1893 • . He had 
• large family of ten of whom only his eldest daughter 
princesa Bamba Sutherland eurvives.· 

Having deprived the Sikhs of political pONer in 

1849. the British tried to break their morale. The 
leading Sa,dars were either exited or impriwned. 
Their lands end properties were confiscated and 
thei, forts end mansions were razed to the ground. 
The Sikh leaders were reduced to nonentities to be 
humiliated and ridiculed by Ihose who. while In Iheir 
service. had betrayed the caUSe 01 the P .njab and had 
now been raised to positions of authorily by the new 
rulers of the land. 

Then came the mutiny of 1857. ThO Sikhs had 
not been taken into confidence. They had neither 

. been conaulted nor invited. The poorbias had nol 
the moral courage te approach them for assistance 
.incethey had themselves hetped the British destroy 
.the independent kingdom of the Panjab in 1845- 46 
.nd reduce it to British subjection in 1848-49. 

Moreover. the olfensive airs of the poorbia garrison in 
the Pan Jab were particularly galling to the manial 

Sikhs. The behaviour of the poOfbla soldiers during 
thei, /irst march from the theatre of war to the 
capital of Lahore end during the British occupations 
., the country before end aller the annexation had 
caused such deep wounds in the heart. oltha paople 

"Died IIIUI8 .. on 10 March 1957. 
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as could not be healed In 80 short 8 perfod. The 
Sikhs could nol voluntf!er to help these erstwhile 
enemies of their country. nor could they. for evident 
raaso"s. espouse the cause of the Mughel empsror. 
Bah ' dur Shah, whom the mutineers had raised to the 
throne. For over two centuries t hey had fought 

against the Mughal tyranny and they could not now 
be persuaded to support an alliance which might have 
resulted in it. ra·establishment 

The Sikhs h OWevel were not considered to be 

above suapicion bv the British Even after the 
suppress" .... of the mutiny. The activities of tne Si~" 
reformist movements of the Nirankaris and the 
Namdharls wele closely watched. They had both 

taken birth in the north·weot - the Nlrenka.ia at 
Rawalpinoi and Ihe Namdharis 81 Hazfo (attock)
and they both aimed at maintaining the purity and 
glory of Sikhism. After the death of Iheir first leader. 

Bhai Balak Singh of Hazro, Ihe Namdharis, originally 
known as Jagi<lsis and Abhiasis (seekers snd 
meditators), and later called the Kookas. assumed 
greater importance undar Baba Ram Singh of Bhaini 
and spread In Ihe central and cis-Sutlej districts 600 
states. In the eighteen-sixties they attracted the 

attention of the British authorities and were luspecteo 

of disloyal activities aiming at the re-eltablishment 
of the Sikh rule. Baba Ram Singh was. peace-loving 

laint. Much againt his wishes. lOme of hie over
zealous followers committed murders of cow-killing 
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butchsrs, and in Jlnuary 1872 a batch 01 them 
marche~ upon M~I~ud M.lerkotla for a,ms. Thei, 

attempts faHad and tha whol. batch of them wa; 

arrested. Mr. L CO ·.'IIan, the Deputv Commissione, of 
Ludhiana, who, parhaos, wis h .,<1 to be known a. 
defender of the Brlti.h empire In Indio; interoretei 
this venture as the beginning of anot~er rebellion in 

India and, without any trial . o,dered forty-nine of 
the Kookas to be blown away fr.)m the gun. on 
January 17, 1872, Similarly the Commissioner of 
Ambola. Mr. Douglas Forsyth, blew away the 
remaining sixteen of th.m the next day. This caiculate<1 
cold· blooded murder sent a thri! of horror Ihrough tne 

country and both of them were removed from service 
by tha Government of India. Baba Ram Singh with 
twelve of his lieutenants was exiled from the Pan jab 
and ha died at Rangoon on November 29; 1884. The 

headquarters of the Namdharis 8t Bhaini we .. 
placed und .. ootice surveillance which lasted until 

December 10, 1920, when the Government, finding 
Ih"m opposed to the A kali aqitatlon egalnst the 
Panjab authorities. wlthdre .. the restrictions. 

The awakening created by the Ni,ankaris and 

Namdharis gave birth to Ihe Singh Sabha movement 
which, under the guidance or the Khalsa Dlwan, 
Lahore, and the Cheif Khalsa Oiwan, Amrltsar, has 
to Its credit the spread of education among the Sikhs 
Including the establishment of the Khalsa College 

at Amritsar. The elfoRe 0' these institutions 
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supported by the writings of Giani Glan Singh. 

Bhal Dit S1ngh and Shal Vir Singh. brought about 

a renaissance in the community and Introduced a 
number of religious and social reforms. 

During the last two decadea of Ihe nineteenth 
century and the first two of the twentieth the Sikhs 
and Sikhism had to face the most fan!'tical attacKS 

of 1M Arya Samajists who not only abusad and 
insulted their Gurus but also ridiculed the community 

by publicly shaving a number of Sikhs al Lahore and 

other places. It was all the more painful 10 the 

Sikhs 8S It was thev who had first invited the founder 
of the Arya Samaj. Sweml Dayananda. to the Pan jab. 

had arranged for hia lectures at Jullundur. Amritsa, 
etc. and had protected him against the Sanatan 

Dharmi Hindus on whom he poure<i abuse In hi' 
writings and 6peeches. The present day opposition 
of the Panjab Arye Samajistl to the languaga and 

culture of the Pan jab is onlv a projection of thei, old 
inimIcal fanatIcism againsl the Sikh,. 

Tha spring and summa, of 1907 saw the beglnningtl 

of a new political awakaning and agllation among 
the SIkhs. II w.. in connection wlttl the Colony 

. Bill of 1907 which had baen paSied In the PanJab 
Legislature againsl the advIce of most of tha Indian 

membars. Some of Ita provisionl were undul, 
oopressive to Ihe agriculturiat CelOAllle of 
the ,Lyallpur district who ware main Iv Sikhl. 
The astirring p80ma of Banke DaYII (like the 
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PI/g'; S.mihM 0 ]tl.lta Pag,j S.rr.bh.l 0) and lhe 
fire brealhing speeches of Suder Ajil Singh and Lala 
Lajpal Ral, who look up the CBuse of Ihe coloniete, 
worked up tha Sikh agriculturists against the 
Government. Ajit Singh and Lajpat Ral were dep)rted. 
The agilation, was howeller, succeesful in PBrsuadlng 
the Viceroy, Lord Minlo, to withhold his sanction 10 

lhe BUI. 

Ajit Singh dlsappaard to Persia and then 10 Ihe 
United Stol08 of America. There he got In touch with 
Ille Hinduslsn Ghadar Party of San Francisco. This 
p'aftY Ilad been organized on June 2, f 913, under tha 
presldent.hip of Baba Sohan Singh of Bhakna 
(Amritsar) wilh Ihe object of.freeing India from under 
the British yoka and eatabllahlng a PllnchaYdt Raj 
(Republican stale). 1t8 official organ, the Ghlld,." 

bagan publication" I weekly on November 1, 1913. 

Indian emigranl. 10 Canada _re In lhoee days 
8ubjecled to many hllmiliating restrictions. To comply 
"Ith the requirement, of the Canadian government 
Baba Gurdit Singh chartered a Japanele Ihlp, 
Komtl.-gaJa-Ma,u (ren~m.!f as Guru Nand Jllha.)"and 
lilt tail with three hundred and aeventy-alx passange,,_ 
~I'I they were not allowed to land at Vancouver. On 
iIIelr return to India thay were received at Saj Raj 
en S'ptember 26, 1914, by rile police ""ho would not 
"allow them t6 gct to Calcutta " and inti,ltd on their 
leaving for tho Panjab by a spacial t,.ln" kept ready 
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for tham. In the tumult a shot waS flretl . fn the 
firlny that bilowed. between forty and fifty Sikhs 
were killed. Baba GUldit Singh escaped with some of 
his companions. The others "lira roundad UP. brought 
to the Panjab and lodged in different jails. Similarly. 
173 palSengers. mostly Sikhs from America. Japan. 

M."ila and Shanghai. arriving at Calcutta by 
T. su Maru on October 28.1914. were intarn.d in 

the Cantral jails of Montgomery and Mullan. Thl8 

gave a powerlul stimulus to tha Ghadar propaganda 
in the country. 

At this time e larlle ntlmber of Ghadarital 
slipped in Ihrough the ports unobserved and pourad 
into the PanJeb. Bhai Kartar Singh Sarabha wa8 8 

prominent figure among the rovolulionaries who 
were to le3d an armed rebellion with the halp of 
s~mpathetic army unit. stationed in dlfferen, 
cantonments. Rash Biherl Boae was to direct the 

operations. 21st of February. 1915. was the date 

IIxed for the rising. II was changad to February 19. But 
the secret leaked ou t and the timely pracautlon. taken 
by the Government proved an effective check, Tha 
leaders and active worke .. were all arresteal and triad 

under three dilferent cases in 1 ~ 15-16. Seventeen 
of them were hanged and e large number of them wa. 

6ent to jail for life. In addition to lhese some two dozan 

other Sikhs were sentanced to dealh for offenc .. 
connected wllh the Ghadar movarnant by civil .nd 
military cour ... 
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The year 1914 also sa ... the beginning of the Rikab 
Ganj Gurd ... ara agitation which further wldoned the 

gulf between tbe Sikha and the Government. This 
Gurdwara Is sacred to the memory of Guru Tcgh 
Bahadur and stands on the site where his headless 
body was cremated aftar his execution In 1675. 
Early in 1914 the Governmenl of India pulled down 

a palt of its Inclosir>g wall to SUII the plan of the new 
Viceregal Lodge for which they had acquired f,om 
Ihe Mahan! the whol. land lying between the GurdwlIla 

and the outer wall. There was a great agitation among 
th& Sikhs, bul It wa. suspended during,the war of 
1914-18. It wa.. however. again taken up afler the 

war by Sardar Harchand Singh and Master Sundar 
Singh of Lyall!,ur and Sardar Sardul Singh Cavee.har 
of Lahore. At the Government refused to relpecl the 
sentiment. of the Sikhs, It was decided 10 lend a 

S""hidi Jill,," (a balch of maltyrs) to rebuild the 
demollahed wall SDd face the consequences of official 
wrath. The Government then realized the •• rIOU8I1&S8 
of the ailuation. Before the J4I,," arrived al Deihl. 

Maharaja Ripudaman Singh of Nabh. arranged for 
lhe reconstruction of the wall on behalf of the Govarn
ment af India. 

The Indlacrlminate mallac,e of people by General 
Dyer In the Jallianwala Bagh at Amrllaar on April 
12, 1919. setablu8 the smouldering fire Qf pOlillcal 
dlacent8ll1 agalnlt lhe Brltilh Governm8llt In India. 

h hardened the people of the Panjab-Ind panicularly 
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the Sikhs-to open defiance of law for the restoration 

of pAODle's rights, to begin with. In the management 
of their religious Inslitutions. The custodians of Sikh 

temples had fallen into evil ways and the Government 
Invariably Slood for the maIntenance of vested 

Inlerests. The pracftss of la... was dilatory and 
expenses prohibitive. The Sikhs had tried the 

exoeriment of litigation and had begun to despair. 
They had failed to release their templa at Sialkot 

from the clutches of an apostett IIII~O openly flouted 
Sikh religion. They found Ihe"'selves helpless against 

the Mahant of Nankano Sahib. The Government 

would not withdraw its awn control from the temples 
of Amntsar and Tarn Taran. The Governmenl cif the 
Panjab opposed In 1920 the introduction 01 a bill in 
the Imperial legislature to secure to the paople 
a little more affective control of religioUI and charitable 
endowments. 

Finding the existing law of no avail and the 
Government indifferent. the Sikhs adopted the new 
technique of sending jal \ as of peaceful Akali volunteers 
to 8s.ert their 'Inherent right of managing their 
temples or Gurdwa .. s. The success gained at Rlkab 
Ganl . Deihl. and 8t Siolkot on October 5, 1920. en
couraged the Sikhs to Bpply 'his technique to the Gur· 
dwaras at Amritsar. Pan,a SahIb (Husan abdal) and 
many other places. Alarmed at the luccessel of the 
Sikh reformists . • orne of the officials began to connect 
their movoment with ths political agttallun in !he 
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country. Mr, King, the Commissioner 01 Lahore Divi
sion, In an official letter pncour8\Jed the priests 10 PUt 
up resistance ageinst t~ e relormists, wilh Ihe lesull 
that clashe. begun to occur betwean the preials and the 
reformers. At Tarn Taran volunteers were attacked and 
two of them were killed . The bloodiest event occured 
on February 20,1921, al Nankena Sahib, the birlh 
place of Guru Nanok, "here Mahonl Narain Oas 

butchered aboul 130 unarmed and non-violent volu

teers In cold blood with axes and guns. The dead and 
d~ing were garhered up into piles and were burnt with 
kerosene oil. The whole world was shocked to hear 

Ihe news. The Government were nON left with the 
only allernalive of handing over Ihe control of the 
Gurdw8ra to an elected representative committee of 

the Sikhs known a8 the Shiromani Gurdwara Parband
hak Committee. 

Butlhe attitude ollhe Government became hostile 
end they adopted coercive maasures to suppress the 
movement. Instruction. WEre issued 10 OistrlCI magls
trele.lO attack a Gurdwara whenever Ihere appeared 
an epprehenssion ollnterlerence on the pall of Ihe 

Ak,lis. in Novamber 1921 the keys of the golden 
Temple. Amritsar.were snatched away from its managar 
and all lhasa who protested were ,.kan Into cuslody. 
Hundreds went \0 jail 8\ the biriding of the S. G. P. C_ 

end remained perfeclly non-viOlent. Failing 10 finO 
anv one 10 become 3 manager on behalf of the Gover
ment or 10 sal up a rival committee, the Government 
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was obligfd to return 'he kel s to the S. G. P. C, and 
release thE prisoners uncondifionally on January 17, 

1922. This triumphed non· violence and se't-sacrifice 
over tyranny and power madness,and Mahatma Gandhi 
congratulated the Sikhs in a telegram to the president 
of the S. G P, Coo saying: First Decisive Battie 01 
/ ndie's FIE.com wen. longrstu/stions. 

There was yet another crial 01 strength to come al 
Guru ka Bagh .tout twelve miles from Amritsar. The 
Mahant having gone back upon his pledges, the Shiro
mani Committee took charge 01 the institution in it9 
own hands. The Government stEpped in on behalf of 
the Mahant and arrested and convicted on August 8, 
1922; the akali , volu'nleErs for cutting firewood from 

a grove of trees The Sikhs took this as • challange 
end began to pour in to court arrest. The Govarnment 
arrasted tha I.adars of the S. G. P. C, closed ell 

approaches to tha Guru ka Sogh and bal8boured with 
lathis all those who proceeded t() the place, leaving 

tham unconscious on the ground A party of 100 
Sikhs daily to~k solamn vow at the holy Akal Tekhat 
of Amritsa, to go for sacrifice and unda, all circ'Jm
stancal to ramain non-violent in word and deed. On 

their .efusal 10 di.persa at Guru ka Bagh, they were 
merciless ,y beaten by the police and thrown in muddy 
ditches, to be picked up by medical relief parties. The 
reports of eye , witne8ses and the lellers of the Rev.C.F. 
Andrews sent to the pres. from the place of occurrence 
8IllIed the conscience of the world and convinced the 
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people that thera was sornthing far greater involvea 
in this struggle than a mere dispute about land and 

properly. In the words of Ihe Rev. C. F. A.ndrews, 'A 
new heroism. learnlthrough suffering. has .rben in the 
land. A new lesson in moral worface hes been tought 

to the world.' 

Wit~ 'orne two thousand Sikhs beaten to un
consciousness and 5605 arrested up 10 November16. 

1922, the Government failed to overawe them. It Was 
In a fix and was in search of a way out, 

At this 6tage, Sir Ganga Ram 8 reti .. d engineer c,me 
to the rescue 01 the Gl)vernment. He t.:>ok the land In 
dispute on lease from the Mahant and wrote to the 
Government that he did not requjre the protection of 
the police. Thua did the Government wrigg Ie out 
of an untenable posilion. 

The next struggle was only partially religious. II 
began on seplember 14.1923. when the continuous 

reading (.oIIkhafld path) of Guru Granlh Sahib going on 
at Jailo in Nabha state, for the banafil of the de.posed 
"'aharaja Ripudsman Singh, was interrupled by the 
State authorities. The State waB then ruled by a 
British adminislretor, Mr. Johnston Wilson. Tha 

jath4s lenl by the S. G. P. C., for restarling the In

terupted reading were arrested b~ the state polica 
and left In larflung and out·of-the-way places. Afte, 
some 500 men had been trealed in this way, a big 
Sh.hidi j atha of 500 wa. sent. On lis 8nival al Jaito 
on February2I. 1924,it was mercilessly fired upon by 
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the Sl8te forceo. causing Bome 300 casualties Including 

about 100 killed. The members of the Jatha s .... ing 
their comrades fall deed Of wounded. rushed forward 
to seek martyrdom and,in the words of an eye-wittness , 
they literally ran inio the jaws of death. Many more 
Jathas followed. They were all allesled and not fired 
upon. The struggle dragged on up to July, 21, 1925, 
when the r.'lrictions on the AkhandJ>ath were remo
ved and the Sikhs wera allowed to perform the cer. 
mony uninterrupted. 

Negotiations had in the meantime been going on 

wil~ the Government of the Punjab for a permanenl 
solution of Ihe Gurd_ara problem. With tile atrenuous 
efto.ts of B~ai Jodh Singh, M. A. and his colleague. 
In the Punjab Legislative Council, tho G urdawara Act 
1925 was pasicd on July 7, snd came into operation 

on November 1925, It placed the control of all His
torical Gurdawaras in the hands of an elect.d Board 
which was namad the Shiromani Gurdawara praban
dhak Commillea. This brought to an end tha long 
drawn slruggle between the Sikha and tha Govarn
ment on this Issue. 

Thirty thousand Sikhs are IItimated to have gone 

to jail during the Gurdwara movement, paying some 
fifteen I.khs cf rupees 88 fina8, with the 1055 of aboul 
five hundred lives. 

In the field of politics, the Sikhs have alway. beeD 

in the van of patriota. The activities of Bhal Maharaj 

Singh alter the annexation, of Maharani Jind Kaur 
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durlg her exila, of Baba Ram Singh Kooka and of 
Sardar Thakar Singh Sandbawalia, as well as those 
of Maharaja Dulefp Singh in Europe. are all link~ in 
the chain of Sikhs srurggl. for frehdom from British 
domination. The unrest created in the Pun] ,b colony 
areas bv Sikh agriculturists and the artempt of the 
Ghadar party to raisa an armed rebellion in the 

country point to the same direction. The Jallianwaia 
Bagh massacre of 1919 added fresh fuel to the 

smouldering fire of political agitation against the 
British domination and the Sikhs jumped Into the 
arena with the lirst session of the Central Sikh League 

held at AmritsPr In 1919 slang with the session of 
Indian National Congress. In the special eMsion 01 
the Congress t,eld at Calcutta In September 1920 Was 
passed Mahatma Gandhi's re50lution of non-vlolenl 

n on-cooparation with British. The sponsore 01 the 
Central Sikh League wsre greatly Impressed by 
Gandhi ji's move and they invited him to their second 
session a\ Lahore on October, 20, 1920, under the 
Presldentship 01 Sardar Kharak Singh. The sincero 
and enthusiastic appeal of It.e venerable Sardar carried 
the day and the Non-violent Non-cooperatlon 
resolution wae abopted whh the tradltio!).' vigour 
01 the khalsa. In the words of Lala ' Lajpat Rai, 'as 
regards ncn-violence, with its attendant conception 
of sell-s8,rifire, they have given the most emazing 
pro~ls at Nankana Sahib and later II Ajnala and 
Amrilsar. T ney have proved them5cives wonhy 
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descendants of the;r Gurus,and the eX''l1ole thev have 

Bet of self·sacriflce. calm courage. cev"id of swagger 
In the face of provocation will be hard to beat." 

W~en lata Lajpat Ral, the then president ot 

the Punjab Provincial Congress; was Imorisoned in 

Fedruary 1922, Baba Kharak SIngh became Its p,,·si. 

dent. As • resull of the Government policy of repression 
against the Congres8.Mahalma Gandhi was sent 10 jail 
for 5i : years .~d Bab. Kharak Singh was senlenced to 

fiva ~.ars r;gorous imprisonment for delivering sedition 
speeches In Detl mber 1922 he dl~cared his clothes 

as a protest against the order of the Governmenl not to 
allow Ihe pri80ner. In jail to wear black turbans or 

Gandhi caos. The Government tried to divide the 
Hindus and Sikhs and withdrew the ban on black 
turblns. But Baba K~arak Singh remained unshakfn 
and wore clothes only in June 1927, aHer four and 
e half years, when he was released from the jail. He 
was one of the top most leaders in the Punjab .. ho led 
demonstrations against the Simon Commission in 192B 
and refused to agree to accept Dominion Status for 
India. He stood for complete Indepencence for which a 

resolution was passed In the lahore session of the 
Ind,en National Congress on December 31.1929undel 
the presldenlship of PsoaI! Jawaharlal Nehru. 

In February 1930 Mahatma Gandhi decided to 
launch the Civil Disobedience. compaign for which the 
Shlromani Akali Dal offered, on March 5.five thousand 
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Akan y" luntoers. The campaign could not, howEver, 
be pushed forward on account of Hindu·Musllm riots 
al Calcutta and Poona. 

In 1932 the Sikhs under 'he leadershl~ of Masler 
Tar. Singh 'efused to accept the Commu.lel Award 
of the British Prime Minister, Mr. Ramsay 
Mac Donald. But as they were in a negligible minmity 
In the ""untry their protest remained unheeded like 
e cry In tbe wlidameSs. 

Du.lng Ihls period Sir Sunder Singh Mejithia 
tried to salvo the political problems of tho Sikhs in 
co-operation with the Government. A section of the 
Sikhs.liko that of the Congres. was persuaded,for poli
ti cal r8asons. to help tho British government during 
the Second world war while 8 considerable number of 
them joind the Qult·lndla campaign of 1942 and went 
to /all. 

The part played by the Sikhs in the organization 
end maintenance of the Indian Narional Armv (The 
Azad Hind Fauj] at first u"de. the command of 
Genral Mohan Singh and then 0' Netaji Sub ash 
Chandre Bose, 1942-45 dessrvea a spacial mention. 
Thousands of them In th .. Far East s.crified that all 
in Its cause and thousend. laid down their livu At h' 
call. And all honour to the I. N. A. for II. conlributlon 
to iho aChievem.nt of Indian independ.nca. 

The Sikhs we,e the staunchest advocatos of 
AkhaDd Hlnduatan, tho IIndivided India. In tho 
goy, .. of negotiations of the division of India in 
1'41-47 tho SIkh la8Go' Matter Ta,a Singh refused 
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the "ttllf . ot Mr. Muhammad All JJnnah,fOf ~.l~ 
S.t.ete In p;akJelan, end d4!cided to .1~k,;CI' ~~l _ 

Indlll. If Mastllf Tara SIngh had nGi ~ '@!l~ 
~ 1nc.1.,.lon Qf. the Punj.~ In, P.aki511111 IIIId hlld no. 
ra ... GI h~" Iword-arm In III datenc;e. t~ . Le~d i?!.,~ 
F,lve RIl/~ would. perhaps hav~ ,~n. CO!"pla~. ~ 
to IncIi.L 

Trull to the .plrh .t hI. 0 ..... ~ot the 
algh'-'tli century. Maharaja Ylldwlndera SIngh 
ofte!ect hie IIItlra reeourcee for tha "NIce of IhoI8 who 
wara drlwn out Of W ... PanJllb, And thl' otter tame 
e, • God.-nGI to the bewildered Nfug_. The.tlmely 

org.,IZI!\Q!I _ up by the MaharaJ_ tot thl relief end 
rehabfthetlon . of the ' uprooted Pllnjabl, - I g,... -, . 
lource 'of hope end 8/lcouragement to'hem IInit gaVII 
.ime .00 InlPl,..tlon to the SOl/emmant of the PenJllb 
and' . the central ' Govemman. of Indll to lei UP 

machInery tot theIr aenlement In Indlll. 

t:f\e . eervlce randlJfed to Indill by 'the Patlala 
troops In KashmIr In October-NoveMber 1947, IfiIIII 
remell,! ~ larga on the pag .. of htatof'>;o. ~ 'trlbel 
Pathane from tha north-wael aIded by ieglIlar " skJetMo 
t"!Ope had attacked the valley;- 1't\e. ~"n_tlon 
of the ,Dog,.. ruler. Maheii')IIi'i tfli" Si,;jjt;'had '11!t. 
hie _u~Ject' open 10 ereon. bIci6'dilled. lilirl and ..,.. 
by the Pel\lllanle. Soon aftllf he signed on actOber 26; 
11147. the . • nstrument of AcoI8I'on 10 Indll, the , .. 
SIkh RegIment W8I tlQWII '0 III defance. 'fIae brave 
IOns of the PanJab were abla to check the adVance of 
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the Pakistanis. Then more Indian troops arrived, 
end In due courle the valley of Kashmir wa. 
saved for India. 

Under a strange complex a section of the Urdu 

press has. since the partition of the country, been 
carrying on a campaign of vilification against the Sikhs. 
At lime. they ascribe to the Sikh things which they 

have nBYer subscribad to, and, perhaps never thought 
of. In their lleCtarlan fanaticism thay hive gone to 
tha .extent of dlsowing and lI.crvlng their mother
tongue, the Panjabi, in Iplte of its being their common 
medium of expre.sion in their evervday liv •• -a thing 
which no other people on (he surface of the earth hava 
ever done in the past history of mankind. They appear 
to have succeeded to a cartain extent in poisoning (he 

minds of the great Hindu community in whose name 
they pose to parade and whose cause they pretend to 
uphold. This has given rise, not without laason, to 
dillrust in the minds of the Sikhs who hava coma 

to feel that their languagl and cultura are not safe 
under the political and cultural domination of such 
people. Hence the demand for a Panjabi suba which is 
nowthe subject. of negotiations between the Sikh leada,. 
and the Goverment of India. God willing, the problem 
of tile Punjab will be soon solvad'to.lhe satisfaction 
to all, and there 6h,n bel peace and prosperity in the 
Land. Amln. 
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